ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 11th SEPTEMBER 2006

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a.     
HO/30819/002 Erection of an attached garage, 9 Hall Road for Mr. M. Redfern.
b.
TN/02835/034 Felling of one Laburnum tree, The Dove Clinic, Brookside for Living by 
D’Zign
c.
HO/10987/003 Erection of a single storey front extension to existing garage and raising 
of existing flat roof utility room, 186 Station Road, Mr. Milward

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-

a. HO/23458/009 Erection of a side porch and detached triple garage to include playroom    and office above, Sunnymead Farm, 46 Dovecliff Road, for Mr. & Mrs. Bullivant.


b.
PC/27625/005 Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the erection of a single storey rear extension without complying with condition 2 of          HO/27625/002 dated 12/12/05 relating to the use of a non-opening and permanently obscured glazed first floor window, 18 Shotwood Close,  for Mrs. Strange.

c.
PA/08897/013 Conversion and alteration of Coach House to form a dwelling including raising the eaves and ridge height, installation of windows and dormer windows, conservatory, erection if detached garage and boundary walling, Beresford House, South Hill, for P & I Walker.


3.
DOCTORS SURGERY
The following email was received from Mr. Forsyth following the withdrawal of the doctor’s surgery:-


“It is with some regret that I would inform you that we are withdrawing our planning application for the proposed Doctors Surgery off Station Road, Rolleston.  The council have raised a number of issues which prevent them from supporting the application as it currently stands, no doubt a stance informed in part by large number of objections received”


“We have not taken this decision lightly and needless to say we are bitterly disappointed for the patients and community of Rolleston that a small but motivated minority launched a negative campaign, and it would transpire, did so successfully.  We will review the matter in due course but it is fair to say that this project is indefinitely postponed.  I would like to thank both you and the Parish Council for the support Prime and Practice has received in bringing forward this proposal”

3.
DOCTORS SURGERY (continued)
The following information has been provided by Prime Development:-


60 households objected in some form or another. This equates to 4.1% of the households in Rolleston. (2001 census = 1,338 households + 100 (est) for Burton college and Shotwood development). Possibly, you could say that 95.9% of Households were in favour if you count a non-objection as an 'in favour of' position.

Addresses in the following locations objected:-
 Station Rd


36

 Alderbrook Close

1

 Field Drive

2

 Meadow View

2

 Knowles Hill

1

 Beacon Rd

4

 Dovecliffe Rd

2

 Garrett Square

1

 Ealand Street

2

 Church Rd

1

 Twentylands

1

 Anonymous/no address
7

 Total


60


“Traffic was the most significant issue raised being almost double of the next issue. The congestion caused by the School run was often cited.”
 
“Most of the objections focused on genuine issues and concerns but some were utter nonsense based on scaremongering tactics caused by the flyer. As examples, there was to be 26 GP's, the centre would be open 7 days a week, there would be 13,000 patients, lots of people form Stretton and Burton would come, care in the community, drug addicts and general "undesirables". The 'big business' link clearly concerned a lot of people as did the North Burton & District Primary Care Centre terminology used by the objectors. The small tree fronting the site also got a mention and another lady felt her health would deteriorate so much if this scheme went ahead she could die. The concrete monstrosity reference was also a bit excessive.”

The Environment Agency advised that they were not prepared to withdraw their objections, and a complaint of their letter is attached for member’s information.  A complaint analysis is attached for member’s information.
4.
POLICE


The following letter has been received from Staffordshire Police in response to our letter with regards to the proposed mergers:-

4. POLICE (continued)

“Thank-you for your letter dated 12th July in which you comment upon the proposed amalgamation of Staffordshire Police with the West Midlands, West Mercia and Warwickshire Forces.  


“I am sure that by now you are aware that this will no longer take place.  For your information, I believe that restructuring would have enabled further commitment to rural and neighbourhood policing rather than weaken it.  The savings from merging four Police Headquarters would have permitted extra investment in tackling major crime and terrorism, whilst ensuring investment in neighbourhoods were preserved.  The strong Divisional structure would further have guaranteed local policing was maintained.


“I now have to consider how best to deliver both within the restrictions of the existing budget.  In the short term it will be challenging to retain the current resources devoted to local policing and will become more difficult in future years.”

5.
PCSO’s


A letter has been received from Tutbury Parish Council to say that they feel unable to participate at this time.  This is mainly due to the significant costs involved and an uncertainty about the benefits which might be obtained.


A letter has been received from Anslow Parish Council to say they will consider this matter further at their September meeting, as they are unsure what the PCSO would actually do in Anslow.  They have mentioned that they are a small Parish council whose total precept at present is less than a fifth of the cost of employing a full time PCSO, but the Parish Council may wish to be involved in a small way.


A letter has been received from Outwoods Parish Council, to say that they are unable to participate with this project.  They would like to thank the Parish Council for offering them the opportunity.


Stretton Parish Council has written to advise that they will receive a replacement full time PCSO when the new recruits have been trained.  Stretton has also been given a Special Constable to assist the PCSO and PC Wood.  They have been advised that from August Rolleston will share the PCSO services with Tutbury.  Therefore Stretton Parish Council does not wish to participate in the proposal of sharing funding and the services of an additional PCSO with Rolleston Parish Council.


A message has been received from Inspector Burton, Burton Police Station that the recruitment of the PCSO’s will be taking place over the next twelve months.  The Stretton PCSO has been recruited, but no replacement has been found to date to cover the Tutbury/Rolleston Vacancy.  There is no further timescale available.
6.
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR – WASP REPORT


Dr. Trelinski will be invited to make a report. 
7.
ESBC – BULKY WASTE COLLECTION – LEAP SCHEME

ESBC have confirmed that they will be providing a Bulky Waste Collection through the LEAP initiative.  It will take place in October and they will take a maximum of 5 items per household.  A Leaflet will be put through householder’s doors for completion and to be returned to ESBC.  Mr. Parkes from ESBC would like to discuss further re-cycling opportunities with the Parish Council and has been invited to attend either the next Parish Council or Village Liaison meeting.
8.

ESBC - WESTBURY HOMES DEVELOPMENT

It was reported to ESBC that the roads in the Westbury Development were being tarmacced and this was in breach of the original planning application.  Enforcements have been out and the correct paving is now being laid.

9.
ESBC BROOK HOLLOWS

The following email has been received from ESBC with regards to the Brook Hollows project:-


“I am afraid we are only just about to confirm a new structure for the section and will then recruit against that – hopefully with more success than in the past.  Realistically then the posts may not become occupied until late in the year so it is more likely to be spring next  year when staff are ‘bedded in’ and we will be starting to get up to speed picking up any projects which have had to be put on hold.  I apologise to all parties for these circumstances.”


ESBC has telephoned and advised that they would be putting some signs up in Brook Hollows following complaints of fishing equipment being left out.  It was also agreed that the following statement would be entered in the next edition of the Rollestonian.


“It has been brought to the attention of East Staffordshire Borough Council that a considerable amount of fishing line and hooks is being left of banks and in the water.  These can be very dangerous to wildlife especially ducks/swans etc. Would you please ensure you take away with you all broken line or hooks.  If the situation does not improve, fishing rights on Brook Hollows could be removed.”
10.
ESBC PLAYGROUND INSPECTION


Attached is a copy of the Annual Playground Inspections.  The reported faults have been identified as low risk and very low risk faults. 

11.
SHOTWOOD CLOSE 

A letter has been sent to ESBC with regards to the dead trees on the entrance to Shotwood Close.  To date no response has been received.


SCC has agreed to increase the grant by £160.00 per annum, to cover the cost of 8 cuts of the verges at the entrance to Shotwood Close.

12.
ESBC - BEDDING PLANT/WINTER BULB GRANT 2006/07


A letter has been received from ESBC saying that they are once again offering financial assistance in the form of a grant towards the cost of bedding plants/bulbs.  Should we wish to take up this offer receipts must be sent before 31st January 2007 in order to receive reimbursement.  The grant for Rolleston is £122.85

13.
ESBC – MARSTON LANE

A letter dated 14th July 2006 has been received from ESBC and advises as follows:-


“Following a complaint received on 5 July 2006, I went out to the site with the Area Planning Officer and found 3 men engaged in felling trees and clearing the site, allegedly acting on the instruction of the landowner.  By the time we arrived about half the site had been cleared.”

13. ESBC – MARSTON LANE (continued)

“The men were told the land was in the Rolleston Conservation area and the unauthorised removal of trees was an offence under S211 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990.  The men ceased what they were doing and left the site, but would not give an address, only saying that they were “travellers” currently staying at a site in Swadlincote.  There was no address on their van and I am attempting to trace the registered keeper through the DVLA, but do not hold out much hope.”


“The landowner was traced and interviewed under caution at Burton Police Station on 7 July 2006.  I am currently awaiting a transcript of the interview and will then discuss the case with the Council’s Principal Solicitor and Planning Officer to determine whether to proceed with a prosecution.”


Copies of the trees in situ have now been provided to ESBC in order to aid them in prosecution.  

14. 
ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB

An extra ordinary meeting of the Parish Council took place on Friday 18th August, to discuss the portacabin that the football club had been offered for use as changing facilities.  It was reported that the football club had seen a notice in the Burton Mail about a gentleman that was offering the portacabin free of charge to a local sports club, as he was under order of ESBC to remove the portacabin from his land.  Due to the order from the council, the portacabin needed to be moved off the existing premises by Tuesday 22nd August.  

A copy of the minutes is attached for information. 


An exchange of a signed agreement has now taken place between the Parish Council and Rolleston Football Club and the portacabin was installed on 22nd August.

A request has been received from the senior football team for permissions from the Parish Council to continue to use the football pitch on Craythorne Lane.  They have advised that they are aware the field is also used by Rolleston Rams junior football teams but they have a good relationship with them and are willing to co-operate in matters which benefit both parties e.g. marking the pitches, etc. 
15. ESBC - ROLLESTON CONSERVATION AREA CHARACTER APPRAISAL


The following letter has been received from the Director of Development and Regeneration, ESBC, dated 25th July:-


“The Rolleston on Dove Conservation Area Review is one of five documents currently in draft format.  It is my intention to discuss this internally with a view to formulating the way forward and determining the timescale for formal adoption.  I shall ask my colleague Keith Pell, Planning Services Manager to write to you once we have met and discussed the timescale for approval.”


The Rolleston Conservation Area, Character Appraisal and Character Statement Documents have now been received.


A letter has been sent to Mr. Pell, outlining the concerns of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council that the recruitment of the Conservation Officer is not moving forward. A letter was received 17th July to state that Mr. Pell was on annual leave but will answer upon his return.
16. 
ESBC – CORPORATE DIRECTOR

Lynne Smith has now left ESBC and they are currently recruiting a replacement Corporate Director who will take responsibility for Parish Council relations with the Borough Council.  In the interim, Chris Ebberley, Principal Community Policy Officer will be our first point of contact at ESBC.

17.
ESBC – CONSULTATION ON GAMBLING POLICY

A copy of the draft Gambling Policy has been received from ESBC, and members have until Friday 6th October, to review and make any comments on the policy.


The Gambling Act 2005 will replace three existing pieces of legislation The Betting, Gaming and Lotteries Act 1963, The Gaming Act 1968, and The Lotteries and Amusements Act 1976.  The new act will affect Casino’s, Bingo Halls, Betting Shops and amusement arcades.


East Staffordshire’s draft policy has been written in compliance with the Act, Regulations and Guidance to ensure that gambling is provided in such a way that is complies with three licensing objectives.  
These are:-

· Preventing gambling from being a source of crime and disorder, being associated with crime or disorder or being used to support crime
· Ensuring that gambling is conducted in a fair and open way.

· Protecting Children and other vulnerable persons from being harmed or exploited by gambling.

18.
SCC – ANSLOW LANE

A site meeting organised by Mrs. Dean MP was held on 27th July with members of the Parish Council and Anslow Lane Residents Association together with County Councillor Fraser and three officers from SCC.  SCC retracted the statements made during the meeting in 2004 about what could be done and it appears that there is a problem on the bend by Grace Cottage and Kiln Lodge.  What was suggested was that as an alternative to a footpath along the lane there could be a footpath behind the properties, which lead through to the Spinney at the rear of Kiln Lodge to the pavement at the junction of Anslow Lane and Knowles Hill.  ALRA have requested a detailed written proposal on this suggestion, before “sounding out” residents.


Attached for member’s information are copies of letters sent by Mr. Essery following the site meeting and a copy of the minutes recorded during the site meeting.
19.
SCC -PARKING PROBLEMS - BURNSIDE

A site meeting took place with SCC on 27th July to discuss the parking issues around Burnside and The Lawns Bridge.  The option of double yellow lines round the bend by the co-op was discussed.  SCC was concerned that double yellow lines would just move the issue along and not solve any issues in the long term, unless the police are willing to give out fines.  The Parish Council enquired about the possibility of indenting the kerbing, but was advised that this would cost approximately £20,000 and raising the road would cost approximately £70,000.


Following the meeting, SCC has advised as follows and requests the following information from the Parish Council:-

“I think the best solution would be for the parish council to tell the County Council what you would like, i.e.

19. SCC -PARKING PROBLEMS – BURNSIDE (continued)
· Do you want yellow lines both sides of the road?
· How far do you want them extending to?
· How big a gap should be left outside the shops?
· Should this have a waiting restriction attached to it?
20.
SCC – KNOWLES HILL RESURFACING

Re-surfacing works on Knowles Hill footway has been delayed and work is now due to commence Wednesday 6th September, although this date is subject to completion of a current job.

SCC has advised of follows re the adoption of the footway on Knowles Hill:-



“My inspector became aware on an encroachment when the owner of the house built a brick wall, he visited the owner and asked them to remove this, to which they did and the area was returned to grass.  The situation will be monitored but there are no proposals to take any further action here.”
21.
SCC -BUS STOP BURNSIDE

No further response has been received from SCC following their letter dated 27th June.  A follow up letter was sent to SCC on 8th August.
22.
SCC TRAFFIC CALMING SURVEY

The following response has been received from SCC with regards to the traffic calming survey:-


“Traffic volumes and speed counts have been taken both before and after the installation of traffic calming and show that 85th % mile speeds have gone from an average of 35.9 mph before the road was calmed to an average of 31.7 mph after it was calmed, so evidently there is a reduction in traffic speeds with the installation of traffic calming.”
23.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES

A letter dated 18th August has been sent to SCC as no progress has been made since their letter dated 22nd June.  The following response has been received:-


“I have issued an instruction, which will be done next time they are in the area, which I hope will be before the end of September.”
24.
SCC -ROAD RE-SURFACING


SCC advised that a 5 year works programme was currently being compiled for the whole of East Staffordshire, and all roads would be assessed during the compilation process.  The following response has been received to our letter dated 18th August:-

“We now have all the survey information which is currently being assessed, I will advise you in due course of the roads within your parish which have met the criteria and are likely to be included within our long term programme.”
25.
SCC -CHURCH ROAD VERGES

A complaint has been received via the Chairman about the length of the grass on Church Road Verges.

26.
SCC - THE LAWNS BRIDGE

The new railings have now been installed, and painting is due to commence 6th September, subject to weather conditions.


One complaint has been received about the new railings.  The gentleman was concerned that the vertical bars were too thin, and could easily be flexed and vandalised. 

27.

SCC – SINGLE SITE SCHOOL

It is hoped that Mr. Fraser may wish to report further on this.
28.
SCC – DISTRICT PARTERNSHIP OFFICERS

A letter has been received to say that SCC have now appointed District Partnership Officers (DPOs) in order to introduce more co-ordinated partnership working with District, Borough and Parish Councils, Health, Voluntary and Community organisations amongst others.  Our DPO is Mr. Tim. Leese.

The DPOs are working to improve the visibility of the Council and how it operates at a local level.  The Overall aim is to make it easier for residents to access the Council services and to engage with the authority more effectively to help improve service delivery. 



Mr. Leese has been invited to attend the October Parish Council meeting, as he is unable to attend the next Village Liaison meeting.
29. SCC – CLARENCE

The following issues have been reported through CLARENCE:-


a.
Blocked Drain outside 4 Church Road, Reference 110906 (1st August)

b. Verge Subsidence – opposite Walford Road Reference 110728 (31st July)

c. Broken sign – Top Beacon Road junction, Reference 112645 (14th August)

d. Road Signs – Marston Lane, require No HGV's, Single File Traffic, Weight Restriction on Bridge,  Reference 110292, (27th July)
e. Cemetery – No Through Road Sign at entrance to Fiddlers Lane, Rreference 110293.


f.
Road Signs – Church Road junction coming from Tutbury, obscured warning signs, 


Reference 107949 (5th July), chased up 19th August. 



30.

SCC – ROADWORKS 



A complaint was logged by a resident of South Hill with regards to the ongoing roadworls and poor conditions of the road surfaces on Station Road and Church Road.  A copy of the letter from SCC is attached for members information.

31.

SOUTH STAFFS WATER ROADWORKS


It was discussed at the last Village Liaison meeting that further roadworks were due to take place on behalf of South Staffs Water along Knowles Hill.  The Clerk has contacted South Staffs Water and they have advised that there are no further scheduled works for the village.
32.
PARISH PLAN – 1/2 YEAR UPDATE

Attached is a copy of the updated Parish Plan for member’s information.
33. 
THE CHURCH IN BURTON – SERVICE OF BLESSING 2006

The fifth annual of Service of Blessing is being held at the Town Hall on Sunday 15th October at 11.00am.  There are several churches of differing denominations that make up the “Church in Burton”; these include Anglican, Roman Catholic, Methodist Baptist, Pentecostal and Independent Churches.  If anyone would like to attend, please advise the Clerk no later than 25th September.  

34.
LOW FLYING AIRCRAFT – EAST MIDLANDS AIRPORT

It was reported at the Village Liaison meeting that there is a high number of East Midlands Airport planes now flying in over the village.  It was agreed that the Parish Council would write to East Midlands Airport and ask what the reason for this is.   A response has been received from EMA as follows:-


“It is relevant to note that for reasons of operational safety aircraft depart and land into the wind.  As the prevailing wind is from the west the majorities (approximately 70%) of aircraft depart and land in a westerly direction.  However, in recent weeks, the Airport has been subject to easterly wind and therefore aircraft landing in an easterly direction.  The change in the direction of operation has significant effect upon the altitude and position of the aircraft operating in the vicinity of Rolleston on Dove.  Under these conditions aircraft will be approaching the Airport to land and therefore will be significantly lower than the ‘usual’ aircraft you may observe.  This is probably why you were more aware of aircraft movements than is usual”


“The Airport does seek to minimize the number of aircraft that operate in easterly direction as we believe this is environmentally preferable.  The Airport has a preferential runway policy such that aircraft will continue to operate in westerly direction provided easterly wind is light.  We continue to critically review our environmental policies with a number of key stakeholders, including local councils, as we seek to strike an appropriate balance between the positive social and economic aspects of aircraft operations and the environmental impacts that arise.  At the time of writing our policies include:-

· The operation of a computerized system of noise and track monitoring

· The publication of noise abatement procedures
· A night time levy for ‘noisy’ aircraft

· A noise penalty scheme for operations during the night time period

“We believe that, in combination, these measures represent a substantial programme of work and reflect the priority that we place on the control of the aircraft noise.  We are sorry that you have been disturbed and we would ask that you please accept the Airport’s apologies”.
35.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE

Burton College has advised that we should receive an update from them mid-September with regards to them helping us find a Youth Representative.
36.
ALMSHOUSES

A complaint has been received about the short section in front of the high brick wall beside the gate to the Almshouses being untidy and displaying a poor impression of the entrance.  Our Environmental officer was asked and has now made improvements to this area.
37.
STANDING ORDERS (continued)

It was proposed that standing order item 38 under expenditure had the following item added on:-


 “ITEM D ANY WORK TO THE VALUE OF £2,000 OR OVER SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST THREE COMPARATIVE QUOTES WHEREVER POSSIBLE”


In accordance with Standing Order 68 

“A motion to permanently vary or revoke a Standing Order shall when proposed and seconded, stand adjourned without discussion to the next ordinary meeting of the council”

38.
FOOTPATH 14

A letter has been sent to SCC to state that the proposal is for a cycle route only and not intended to be used by horse riders. SCC has acknowledged our letter.

No response to date has been received from Mr. Reilly.

39.
FOOTPATH WALKS

Attached is a copy of the report compiled during the footpath walks for member’s information.
40.
FOOTPATH – WESTBURY HOMES DEVELOPMENT

An enquiry has been received with regards to the footpath from the Westbury Homes Development and the issue that it falls short of meeting the existing Meadow View Footpath.  The gentleman suggested that we should contact Persimmon and request that they join the two footpaths.    

41.
CRAYTHORNE WOOD

A complaint has been received about the overgrown grass on Craythorne Wood.  The complainant was concerned that there was a great risk of fire, and that the area was a fire hazard as it was so overgrown.


A site visit of Craythorne Wood took place on 24th August with Mr. Wood ESBC, the Chairman, Mrs. Toon and the Clerk. 
 Mr. Wood made the following recommendations and comments during the visit.

Mr. Wood recommended that the Parish Council may wish to consider placing a couple of picnic benches within the wood, close to access points and in prominent places, and pointed out a couple of suitable locations for consideration.  Mr. Wood reported that the Pioneer trees (Willows, Scots Pine, Silver Birch, Alder) are doing well, and that the Oaks and Alders are doing ok.  Trees that were considered as not doing so well were the Beach and the Ash.  We were advised that the small trees need an herbicide applying so to ensure a weed free circle.  (Glysophate was the recommended herbicide).  Mr. Wood suggested that the small trees should begin to flourish in another 5 to 10 years.  The rabbit guards also need to be removed form the trees.


Mr. Wood recommended that some of the pines as they could do with thinning out, although this it is not considered that this needs to be done desperately.  It was reported that the tusset grass is very good, as it encourages wildlife, including Kestrels and Voles.  The cow parsley is also considered good for wildlife, along with nettles for the butterflies.  We also have a rare Bay Willow within the wood, which is here by fluke, it was suggested that cuttings could be taken.  


It was advised that there are too many pines by the Meadow View access and also there is a Beech tree growing in from of an Oak tree by Meadow View which should be removed.  
41.
CRAYTHORNE WOOD (continued)

The sick Beech in this area should also be removed.  The tree overhanging Mr. Woodbines memorial bench also needs crown lifting.  


It was suggested that the removed trees/branches should be left in habitat piles, also to encourage wildlife.  There are several twin forked willows, and one of the forks on these trees should be removed.  It was suggested that we could get a late spray in this year (not winter), and the trees can be removed/transported preferably during autumn.  It was advised that the Oaks do not transplant very well.


The Village Design Statement Group has also walked the woods, and attached is their comments for the consideration of the Parish Council.

42.
ALLOTMENTS / GARDEN RENTS


Annual garden rent payments have been received for the two properties on Walford Road.


The annual allotment rents were received for the two Beacon Road allotments in February 2006.
43.
FINGERPOST SCHOOL LANE


Quotation for the full restoration has been received as follows:-.

Your post is identical in style to the post opposite the Royal Oak public house, at Barton under Needwood, and requires all 3 fingers to be replaced by new castings. These castings are finger and collar assemblies and we have the patterns required at our foundry. Also included is a cost to replace the ‘spigot’, a central core over which the collars and the finial fits over. This component fits into the top of the post and was found to be made of steel (rather than cast iron) and badly corroded on the Barton post. If it is found that this component does not require replacement your quote will reduce by £70. 

To:

Dismantle all components, grit blast post, remove to workshop all other components and grit blast as required.  Manufacture 3 no. new castings, to replicate existing finger/collar assemblies, and one new spigot (assuming existing is defective), in cast iron, drill and tap and fit new stainless steel fixing screws where necessary, repaint all components with primer, 2 base coats and 3 coats of anti-corrosion paint to traditional black and white colour scheme for Staffordshire finger posts, erection of fully restored components.

From date of order I would expect the project to be complete in 16 weeks. The castings are unfortunately subject to a 12 working weeks lead time and this dictates the project duration. We would however look to minimise the duration of time that your post is absent from the village.


£2774.52 + V.A.T 


An application for the full funding of the project has been submitted to our County Councillor through the Local Members Initiative Scheme.

44.
COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF STAFFORDSHIRE

The Annual General Meeting will take place on Wednesday 20th September 2006 at 7.30pm, Weston Methodist Church Hall, London Road, Weston, Nr. Stafford.
45.
ST. GILES HOSPICE

A Service of Thanksgiving will take place on Sunday 17th September at 3.30pm in Lichfield Cathedral.  Everyone is welcome and tickets are not required.
46.
CALOR VILLAGE OF THE YEAR COMPETITION

The presentation for the awards will take place on Wednesday 20th September, Mr. Martin, 
Mr. Gawthorpe and Mrs. Toon will be attending.
47.
FOJORPS – THANK-YOU

A Letter has been received from FOJORPS to say their annual Community Day was a great success and raised almost £6,000 which will make a significant difference to the facilities and opportunities for children attending the school.  FOJORPS thanked the Parish Council for its contribution.  

48.
CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND


A representative from CPRE will be attending the October Village Liaison meeting.
49.
TUTBURY PARISH COUNCIL


Minutes of the February, March and May Parish Council minutes have been received from Tutbury Parish Council.

50.
TRENT & DOVE


The hedge on the jitty of Dodslow Avenue has now been cut back.

51.
VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD

The new village noticeboard outside of Starbucks has now been installed.  The clerk has written to the organisations that agreed to make contributions requesting that these donations are now paid, and thanking them for helping to support the funding of the village noticeboard.

The following comments have been received from the Village Design Statement Group with regards to the notice boards:-

Comments were:-

· They are too small.

· They are too high for pinning notices and for reading them
· They are difficult to get into.

· They are too full and untidy.


“I guess the first two were controlled by the space available and there is nothing that can be done about it. The third is just a teething problem but needs fixing. The last I really had to agree with everyone else on. It was very much my own impression when I first looked at the boards and it is the one that a few guide lines for users would fix. We felt that because of the small area of the boards priority should be given to recent information or imminent events like next months meeting rather than long term plans or advice e.g. the proposals for Brook Hollows.  
51.
VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD (continued)

“Organisations should post there next event or meeting not their programme for the year. Visibility of regular monthly updates would also provide a sense of currency and vitality and encourage more frequent reference to the boards. An organisations' notices should be limited to an A5 sheet.  


“It's not difficult these days to shrink or adapt an existing larger document e.g. the pre school/toddler have a standard flier with a broad rainbow header for each of two separate activities. The essential details of each activity could easily be transposed onto one sheet and shrunk. The directory perhaps with the Arriva time table is two things that should be permanently on the boards and perhaps be slightly enlarged.”
52. 
CEMETERY/FIDDLERS LANE

At the Village Liaison meeting, it was asked if ESBC could be contacted and asked to consider erecting a No through Road Sign at the entrance to Fiddlers Lane.  The Clerk contacted ESBC and was advised that it is a Staffordshire County Council matter.  The request has been logged with SCC, Reference 110293.
53.
NEW ROAD NAME

A letter was received from ESBC with reference to the development off Brookside, and a need for a new road name.  The designers had suggested Alders Brook, and ESBC were open to any other suggestions.  It was agreed at the Village Liaison meeting, that there were no objections to this idea.  An alternative suggestion of Dower House Close has also been put forward to ESBC. 
54.
JINNY TRAIL  


It was reported at the Village Liaison meeting that the grass on the Jinny Trail was very high and intimidating.


A further complaint has been received that the paths are very overgrown; giving the impression that it is considered a remote outpost.


It has been reported that a lady has broken her ankle after slipping on the top three steps of the Jinny Trail on 27th August, and she will be taking legal action.  SCC has been advised that the incident has taken place.

55. VILLAGE WEBSITE

There is a Feedback, Comments and Suggestions link on the village website, the page can be used to submit your feedback (good or bad), report broken/bad links and outdated information, or make suggestions about the village website. 

56.
STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCILS ASSOCIATION

It has been advised that after 17 years with the SPCA, Ms. Mary Booth, Chief Executive, will be leaving the SPCA at the end of September.  
57.
NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF THE EAST STAFFORDSHIRE LOCAL PLAN

At its full Council meeting on the 20 July 2006 Councillors unanimously agreed to adopt the above document which will be the basis for decisions on land use planning affecting the area up to 2011.  
58.
MOBILE LIBRARY

A request has been received from the Mobile Library Service for use of The Croft on Thursday 14th September for the launch of the Mobile Library Service.  The bus will remain in Rolleston Club car park as usual, but they would like to erect a gazebo on The Croft, and use this during the day for Children’s Story Time, the Poet and Bounce & Rhyme.
59.
ROLLESTONIAN – DELIVERY VOLUNTEER

A volunteer is required for the delivery of the Rollestonian to Dodslow Avenue.  The current volunteer has had to give up with immediate effect due to ill health.  The Clerk made the last delivery in order to cover the vacant territory.
60.
GRASS CUTTING

Our Environmental officer has advised that as per agreed 13 cuts have now taken place.  As the grass is still growing like it is the start of the Season, Mr. Gould has recommended that a few extra cuts should take place.  


61.
MR. KENNETH BRADLEY

The family of Mr. Bradley have asked me to advise members that Mr. Bradley’s funeral will be taking place on Wednesday 13th September at 1pm (TBC) at St Marys Church, followed by the wake at Rolleston Club.   

62.
FINANCIAL STATEMENTS APRIL – SEPTEMBER 2006

Attached for information are the Financial Reports for the first six months of the 2006/7 financial year.


Payment has now been received from Stretton Parish Council for £319.56, for their 50 % of the invoice produced by Burton Conservation Volunteers for work carried out in 2005. 

63.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 


Name




Cheque No.
Amount



Mr. Phil Gould



1384

£1027.49



(Environmental & Mowing)


Mrs. J Gregory



1385

£40.00


(Glass Collection)


Mr. Adams



1386

£60.00


(Litter Collection)



Inland Revenue



1387

£33.74


(National Insurance)


Mrs. H. Light



1388

£526.11


(August Salary)
63.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)


Mrs. H. Light



1389

£25.95



(Clerk Telephone & Internet)


Mr. R. Bush



1390

£53.64


(Webmaster – Aug/Sep Internet



Domain name renewal)




ESBC




1391

£181.94



(Wheelie Bin emptying E.Ave/C.Field)



Crane Hire Solutions Ltd


1392

£587.50


(Crane Hire for Portacabin Football Club)
64.
REPORTS


The following reports have been received:-


West Midlands Rural Community – Council Network


Community Council of Staffordshire – Rural News and Views


Staffordshire Local Transport Plan, 2006-2011 Executive Summary

Derbyshire County Council – Waste site Allocations Development Plan Document


Sustainable Staffordshire – A Green Future for all

Local Council Review

Staffordshire Wildlife Trust – Report & Financial statements – year ended 31st December 2005


Staffordshire Wildlife Trust Magazines


Staffordshire Playing Fields Association – Annual Report & Accounts 2006/2006


ENCAMS - Local Environment Quality – Town and Parish Council Guide

Rural Services Review

West Midlands Regional Assembly – Speaking Out, Issue 12, summer 2006 
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.

7th September 2006
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