ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 10TH JULY 2006

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS



a.
PA/13341/011 Erection of a detached dwelling and garage, Land adjacent 113 The 



Lawns for A. Vine Esq.
b.
OU/01908/019 Outline application for the erection of 3 residential units, including 
details of siting and means of access, and erection of detached garage for no. 4 
Lodge 
Hill for M. Barnes.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-

a.
HO/27213/004 Erection of two garden sheds, 28 Shotwood Close for B.W. Higgins

3. 
DOCTORS SURGERY
An email has been received from Mr. Forsyth, with an update of the current developments regarding the planning application:-


“We are meeting with the planning officer next week to go through some of the issues which have arisen as a result of the consultation process.  I must confess there are more issues than we anticipated and I suspect the ‘phantom flyers’ leaflets may have had more of an impact than we would have hoped”


“One of the unforeseen issues which has arisen is the appearance of the building.  Despite having engaged fully with the Parish Council they do not feel the style of the building is appropriate and want it changed. To be honest, this is one of the problems I can deal with so we will be looking to totally re-do the elevations.  We are still working on designs but basically you will see a distinct ‘ruralification’ than that currently proposed.  Once I have something tangible to show you I will send you the plans so you can liaise with the village design forum etc”.


4.
SHOTWOOD CLOSE 

The following response has been received from SCC with regards to Shotwood Close:-



“With regard to Shotwood Close, there are two issues here that need to be considered. 
Firstly, the areas I have asked the parish to cut are outside the confines of any property owners and 
as such 
falls under the County's remit to maintain. With regard to the service strips I believe that 
each property owner has it written within their deeds to maintain the 1.8m service strip, although 
ownership rests with the County Council. The whole issue of service strips is a very grey area and 
the County is very reluctant to maintain these strips as precedent is set across the County, I would 
hope that property owners would maintain this whilst mowing their own lawns. At the moment, I 
would only ask that you cut the areas highlighted in my letter to you, until further notice”.


SCC has increased the precept by £68.54 per annum to cover the additional areas for mowing. 


CLERKS REPORT DATED 5TH JULY 2006 (continued)
4. 
SHOTWOOD CLOSE (continued)

It was necessary for an “initial” cut to be made as the verges were very overgrown.  After consultation with the Chair, the Clerk instructed Mr. Gould to go ahead with this work for a cost of £60.00.  Members are asked to support the decision of the Clerk with this purchase. 
5.
ANSLOW LANE

It is understood that to date no official letter has been sent to Anslow Lane Residents Association with regards to the future of the footpath.

6.
PCSO’s


Stretton have written to say that Inspector Beech of Staffordshire Police attended their December Parish Council meeting, and advised that it was intended for Stretton to have a second PCSO from October 2006.  A letter has been sent to Inspector Beech from Stretton Parish Council seeking confirmation that this is still the intention, once a response has been receive Stretton will be in a position to further discuss the subject. 

No response has been received from Tutbury, Anslow or Outwoods Parish Councils.


A letter of acknowledgement has been received from PCSO Millington in response to our letter dated 14th June 2006. PCSO Millington states that she was grateful of the opportunity to work in the village of Rolleston and that she was made to feel very welcome by residents and councillors.  Miss. Millington would like to convey her thanks to all at the Council meeting for their support during the last 18 months and pass on her best wishes for the future.
7.
POLICE


A letter has been received on behalf of the Home Secretary regarding force amalgamation.  A copy is attached for member’s information.
8.
QUAD BIKE

It was reported to Mr. Hodson-Walker that a gentleman had been seen riding a Quad Bike on Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field and when he was asked to move on, he moved to Craythorne Wood and Craythorne Field.   It is not thought that any damage has been caused, although there was tyre marks on Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.  The incident was reported to P.C. Lear and requested that the gentleman was visited and advised that he is in breach of the bye-laws.
P.C. Lear has advised that he visited the gentleman and that the Quad Bike has now been sold.  
9.
TRENT & DOVE


Trent & Dove were contacted on 19th June and asked to cut the hedge overhanging the jitty on Dodslow Avenue. 
10.
VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD

Written consent has now been obtained from ESBC for the erection of a village notice board on the jitty by the Westbury Homes Development.  Planning Permission now needs to be obtained.

CLERKS REPORT DATED 5TH JULY 2006 (continued)
10. 
VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD (continued)


Hardy Signs have been instructed to commence work on the new Village notice board to be situated outside Starbucks.  Work is likely to take approximately 4 weeks.

11.
SCC -PARKING PROBLEMS


A letter has been received from SCC dated 22nd June as follows:-



“We are shortly to begin works on Knowles Hill footway resurfacing works.  I hope at the same 
time we 
can undertake an assessment of the requirements outside the shops on Burnside.  I feel we will 
need to 
involve the Borough Council in this as there may be other issues here other than highways”.

12.
SCC -BUS STOP BURNSIDE

A letter has been received from the Passenger Transport Officer at SCC as follows:-

“As this route is served by service 15, which operates in both directions I have asked our Area office to look for possible, suitable locations for a pair of bus stops.  When I have more information, I will contact you again”

13.
SCC TRAFFIC CALMING SURVEY

A letter has been received from SCC dated 22nd June as follows:-


“I have mentioned undertaking a review of the effectiveness of the calming measures and the impact this may have on surrounding roads to my Traffic Engineer, as yet I do not believe he has had an opportunity to look at this.  I will ask him for a realistic timescale”

14.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES

A letter has been received from SCC dated 22nd June as follows:-


“A works instruction has been issued to my contractor.  I hope these will be done in the next few weeks”.

15. SOUTH STAFFS WATER – ROADWORKS


A telephone call was received on 29th June from South Staffordshire Water to confirm, that the roadworks should be completed by 14th July, however it may be necessary for them to come back to do some snagging work.

South Staffordshire Water would like to thank the villagers for their understanding and patience during the works.
16.
SCC -ROAD RE-SURFACING


It is hoped that Mr. Fraser may report further on this item.

17.
SCC -CHURCH ROAD VERGES

It is hoped that Mr. Fraser may report further on this item.

CLERKS REPORT DATED 5TH JULY 2006 (continued)
18.
THE LAWNS BRIDGE

A site meeting took place on 30th June and it was agreed that SCC could proceed with the new railings. They will be painted white, and it was agreed that once the railings had been installed the situation with regards to artwork being installed would be re-assessed.  SCC confirmed that they are funding the railings and will be responsible for any ongoing maintenance/repainting works.  It is expected that the railings will be installed within the next eight weeks.  Should the decision be made for artwork to be installed, the Parish Council would be financially responsible for this. 

19.

SCC – SINGLE SITE SCHOOL

It is hoped that Mr. Fraser will cover this in his report.

20.
JOHN OF ROLLESTON PRIMARY SCHOOL

A letter has been received in connection with our nominated Governor on the Governing body of John of Rolleston Primary School as their records show that Mr. Winstone’s term of office ends August 2006.  

However, upon checking our records a letter from SCC states that Mr. Winstone was assigned in May 2003 for a four year period.  This has been confirmed with Mr. Winstone and relayed back to John of Rolleston Primary School.

21.
STATION ROAD/SCHOOL LANE PARKING PROBLEMS

There has been a complaint of inconsiderate parking along Station Road and School Lane, which caused horrendous congestion during the 3-way traffic lights being in operation with a complete gridlock during the morning school run.  PCSO Millington was contacted and asked if she would come out and patrol the area. 

22.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE

A letter has been received from Burton College, to say that they will be happy to pursue this with students when they start in September.  However, they have over 2,000 students from across East Staffordshire and Derbyshire, and therefore cannot guarantee identifying a student from Rolleston who is prepared to carry out the role.  They will contact us again mid-September with an update. 
23.
SCC - BURTON YOUTH FORUM - APPEAL


A letter has been received from Burton Youth Forum “BY4U”, which is a Youth Forum for young people in the Burton upon Trent area.  They are currently staffed by youth workers from Staffordshire Youth Service but do not receive any funding for the forum.


The forum represents the views and opinions of young people in the local area and the vision is to become more involved in the decision making processes at a local and county level.  They are looking for sources of funding so that they can help make a positive impact on the lives of other young people and their local communities and are hoping to raise £5,000 from a variety of funding sources.  The funding would go towards urgently needed resources (e.g. marketing and promotion materials, including stationery) and future activities (e.g. a visit to Burton Town Hall proposed autumn 2006, a visit to the Palace of Westminster, and various teambuilding events).

CLERKS REPORT DATED 5TH JULY 2006 (continued)
24. POSTBOX

A letter has been received from Royal Mail to say that they will not be re-instating the post box on Station Road.  The reasons are as follows:-

a. The proposed site is on a busy junction between Station Road and Burnside.  When the old box on Station Road was in service our drivers regularly complained that parking on Station Road and getting out of their vehicle was dangerous.

b. 
After speaking to our engineers they also informed me that when they attempted to remove the old box their equipment signalled that around a vast part of Station Road there are underground cables.

c. 
There is not a vast distance between the proposed post box site and the new post office.
25.
ESBC BROOK HOLLOWS

Members have requested this item to be kept on the agenda.

26.
ESBC CONSERVATION OFFICER

Members have requested this item to be kept on the agenda.

27.
ESBC PLAYGROUND INSPECTION


It has been reported to ESBC that we have not yet received the annual playground inspection report.  It has been confirmed that it has taken place, but due to a change in personnel is taking some time to be produced on hard copy and will be sent to us ASAP.
28.
ESBC FORUM MEETING

The Chairman and Clerk recently attended the Forum Meeting at the Town Hall, the Chairman may wish to report further.

29.
NOTICE OF INTENTION TO ADOPT THE EMERGING LOCAL PLAN

The following letter has been received from ESBC, Planning Policy Manager:-


“At it’s meeting of the 19th June 2006 the Councils Cabinet approved officer responses to the representations made to Modifications placed on deposit for six week deposit period ending on Friday 26th May 2006”. 


In accordance with the Town and Country Planning (Development Plan) (England) Regulations 1999 a notice has been placed in the Burton Mail, Uttoxeter Advertiser and London Gazette today giving 28 days notice before the Council will formally adopt the emerging local plan at it’s meeting on the 20th of July 2006” 
30.
MEADOW VIEW BUSES

The following response has been received from ARRIVA:-
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30. 
MEADOWVIEW BUSES (continued)


“I have completed a full investigation into this matter and have spoken with the depot manager responsible for this service, who has advised all drivers to be more courteous and thoughtful about where they wait and to turn their engines off should they be stationery for a length of time.  Drivers have also been reminded the importance of remaining polite at all times”.
31.
DENTAL PRACTICE – TUTBURY


A letter has been received from East Staffordshire Primary Care Trust, with regards to the privatisation of the Tutbury Practice.  There are four practices still accepting new NHS patients of all categories – 2 in Burton and 2 in Uttoxeter, additionally there are 2 practices continuing to accept children up to 18 years.  The waiting lists in Burton have rapidly increased and the waiting lists are up to 6 months. However, the letter goes on to state the following:-

“The PCT have already taken action to reinvest in NHS dental capacity locally, having just granted approval for three practices to expand their NHS provision.  One in Uttoxeter has already re-engaged an experienced dentist on a part-time basis, and approval, in principle has been given to two other Burton practices to each recruit one additional full time practitioner.  In both cases there will also be investment to create new dental suites, but this inevitably means it will be several months before these additional posts are filled and operational”
32.
STANDING ORDERS

It was proposed that standing order item 38 under expenditure had the following item added on:-

“ITEM D ANY WORK TO THE VALUE OF £2,000 OR OVER SHOULD HAVE AT LEAST THREE COMPARATIVE QUOTES WHEREVER POSSIBLE”


In accordance with Standing Order 68 

“A motion to permanently vary or revoke a Standing Order shall when proposed and seconded, stand adjourned without discussion to the next ordinary meeting of the council”

33.
WALFORD ROAD


A response has been received from ESBC as follows;-


“I have received a complaint about this property which I have been investigating; I understand that the owner runs a computer assembly business from the premises, which is resulting in frequent deliveries and collections by large vehicles. I have obtained schedules of these deliveries from both the complainant and the property owner for the last month and although there are discrepancies between them, I am now of the view that there has been a material change of use requiring planning permission”


“In the first instance, because of the concern over the size and number of vehicle visiting the property, I have asked the County Council Highways DC officer to advise whether there is likely to be a highway objection to any application.  I will then advise the owner whether to submit an application for consideration or to cease operating from home and look for suitable business premises”.


CLERKS REPORT DATED 5TH JULY 2006 (continued)
34.
FOOTPATH 14

A letter has been received from SCC to say that if we were able to secure the landowners agreement in principle, then they would be prepared to meet to discuss the possibility of the County Council maintaining the route for cyclists and horse riders.


No response to date has been received from Mr. Reilly.


Our Environmental officer cut the footpath on 19th June, as a complaint had been received about overgrown nettles on the path.

35.
BEACON ROAD FOOTPATH

P.C. Lear visited the Deputy Head of John of Rolleston Primary School and made them aware that it was believed that it was children from the school throwing stones at the houses on Beacon Road.


The lady who also made a complaint has telephoned again and asked for the gates to be looked at, as if these are changed she could grow hawthorns all the way along her fencing is on order to stop any further damage taking place.

36.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL


A Letter has been received from Stretton Parish Council with regards to a disabled resident and his inability to access the Jinny Trail at Stretton.  Stretton Parish Council feels strongly that the intended use of the area is for a nature trail and it is not a public footpath or right of way.  Stretton Parish Council seeks the thoughts of Rolleston Parish Council as a partner and neighbour of the Jinny Trail.    If the trail were to be made available to motorised disability scooters then the boundary between Stretton & Rolleston would have to be altered to suit.


A copy of the complainant’s letter is attached for member’s information

37.
JINNY TRAIL – BURTON CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS

An email has been received with regards to the agreement of looking at the possibility of hiring a mini-digger and dumper, to do some work desilting the pond and they have pencilled in 2nd and 3rd of September for this work to take place.  They are extremely busy at the moment and any work after this time would be expected from mid-November onwards.
38.
FOOTPATH WALKS

It was discovered that the steps and stile on Footpath 5 were very dangerous.  This has been reported directed to SCC, Rights of Way, and also to SCC through CLARENCE. 


Dr. Trelinski may wish to report further.

39.
CLARENCE

It has been reported to SCC through CLARENCE that the verges are overgrown on Craythorne Lane. Reference107392. 

CLERKS REPORT DATED 5TH JULY 2006 (continued)
40.
KISSING GATES



A letter of complaint has been received from a resident with regards to the amount of kissing gates within the village.  The letter reads as follows:-

“I am writing to you with my concerns with the proposed introduction of more kissing gates around the village.  These gates are very restrictive and do not allow for pushchairs to pass through.  Footpaths from Beacon Road to the play ground have already been highlighted with pushchairs already struggling to pass through.  It does not mention where the new gates will be positioned, but could you please look at alternatives that do not restrict children and disabled people from enjoying the beautiful countryside and our village.  Gates that close by themselves with the use of springs or screw thread would be an alternative”

41.
CRYATHORNE WOOD

Tilhill visited the site on 27th June and have made the following recommendations:-

a.
Apply a spot application of herbicide around all beech below 1.5m in height and remove 
all guards from trees above 1.5m height to decrease the possibilities of cambium 
strangulation.



The removal of lower branches of the Scots pine to aid visibility and thus increasing 


public safety on the site but also access.








b.
To supply materials and plant the trees to enrich the site.




c.
To supply tree, guards and support for the enrichment planting.



d.
Cutting the grass across the site, this is not an essential operation but would help improve 

tree viability and aesethics.









Independent advice has also been sought from the Tree Officer at ESBC.  Although they have not visited the site, they have said that   “the advice seems ok, pretty basic stuff”, and will be happy to walk the wood with the Parish Council if we would like to do so. 


Mr. Morris has received a complaint that the paths in Craythorne Wood are overgrown.

42.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD

It has been reported that the dog bye-law sign at the entrance to Craythorne Field has been removed.


A complaint has been received about the standards of the mowing on Craythorne Field.  It has been reported that “although the field looks nice to look at”, it is to long for walking on or for those participating in sporting activities.  The complainant stated that there was poor mowing maintenance on parts of the field, and that the blades on the mower have been kept too high.
43.
FINGERPOST SCHOOL LANE

Mr. Morris has requested that this item is on the agenda.

CLERKS REPORT DATED 5TH JULY 2006 (continued)
43.
FINGERPOST SCHOOL LANE (continued)

There is currently only one company in the UK who restore fingerposts and they have recently restored Barton-Under-Needwoods at a cost of £2,000 which is believed to of been funded through both the WASP & Local Member Initiative Scheme.  


The Clerk has spoken with Signpost-Restoration and some digital images of the broken post have been forwarded to them, so they are able to advise of expected cost for the restoration project.  A Local Member Initiative Scheme Application form has also been obtained from Mr. Fraser.

44.
SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND

There has been a complaint received, about the state of Spread Eagle Island.  This was reported to our Environmental & Mowing officer on 29th June for his urgent attention.


It was also reported that the railings are in need of paint, ideally being stripped down before another coat is applied.

45.
ALMSHOUSE

It has been noted that the flower beds outside of the Almshouses have been refreshed.
46.
THE CROFT

Reverend Whitehead has requested use of part of The Croft for approximately 3 months, commencing July, whilst restoration works are carried out.  The area most suitable would be to the rear of the schoolrooms and would have a cage on it, approximately 5 metres by 8 metres in size, and would also house a portaloo.   
47.
CALOR VILLAGE OF THE YEAR COMPETITION

A telephone call was received on 29th June from the Community Council of Staffordshire to say that Rolleston is in the final three for the Calor Village of the Year Competition.  The judges will be visiting Rolleston on 13th July at 10.30am and the visit will take approximately 2 hours, and will include a walk of the village, and informal questioning and a review of the documentation that backs-up the application.

Mr. Martin has kindly agreed to meet the Judges in the absence of Mr. Gawthorpe.  It has been suggested that following on from the walk the Judges are taken to the Church coffee morning.
48.
ADDITIONAL LITTER BIN – BURNSIDE BUS STOP

This has now been installed, ESBC have advised that we are already over our allocation of litter bins and have installed this as a gesture of goodwill.
49.
MAN-HOLE COVER STATION ROAD

This has been reported to BT and has now been replaced.

50.
CEMETRY/FIDDLERS LANE EXIT

A letter has been received from ESBC with regards to the road safety concerns relating to the exit of Rolleston Cemetery.  The letter is as follows:-
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50.
CEMETRY/FIDDLERS LANE EXIT (continued)

“I am due to meet with my Cemetery Manager next week and will discuss the content of your letter and look to see what improvements can be made.  I will write to you again once I have had this meeting”.

51.
CENTRAL NETWORKS

A Cheque has been received for £30.00 for the Leasehold Rent, Beacon Road.
52.
CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND

A Letter has been received in acknowledgement of the Parish Councils donation of £30.00.  If the Parish Council requires further information regarding CPRE and its activities they shall be very pleased to send someone to speak to the Parish Council. 
53.
BROOKSIDE

Members asked for this item to be on the agenda

54.
NALC CONFERENECE & EXHIBITION

The NALC Conference and exhibition is taking place 22-24 September, at the Brittania Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool.    

55.
TENNIS COURTS/RECREATIONAL USE – MEADOW VIEW

An email has been received from Mr. Jobson following our letter to him of 22nd May, with regards to the use of land at Meadow View for Tennis Courts. 


A copy of Mr. Jobson’s email is attached for member’s information. 

56.
VILLAGE LIAISON MEETING

Members are reminded that the next Village Liaison meeting is Monday 24th July at 7.30pm.

57.
AUGUST MEETING

The August meeting will take place on Monday 14th August, and will include Planning Applications, Accounts for Payment and only matters of urgency.

58.
MR. ADAMS – LITTER COLLECTION

Mr. Adams was underpaid by one week last month.  The underpayment of £15.00 has been added to this months invoice.
59.
ROAD SIGNS

It was requested that this item be on the agenda regarding the obscured warning signs coming from Tutbury.  This issue has been reported to SCC through CLARENCE.
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60.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 


Name




Cheque No.
Amount



Mr. Adams



1359

£75.00




(Litter Collection)



Mrs. J Gregory



1360

£40.00


(Glass Collection)



Mr. Phil Gould



1361

£1027.49



(Environmental & Mowing)



Mr. Phil Gould



1362

£60.00



(Shotwood Close – first cut)







Mrs. H. Light



1363

£29.31



(Clerk Telephone & Internet)



Mrs. H. Light



1364

£47.99



(Minute 15:41)


Mrs. H. Light



1365

£516.70


(June Salary)


Inland Revenue



1366

£43.15


(National Insurance)



Viking Office Supplies


1367

£32.78



(Copier paper)


St Marys Church



1368

£52.38



(Minute 15:38)


Midshires Business Systems

1369

£26.79



(Office photocopier quarterly charge)  




Mrs. M. Woodbine


1370

£100.00



(Internal Audit)

61.
REPORTS


The following reports have been received:-

ESBC – Statement of Accounts 2005 – 2006

Age Partnership Group – Be Ready – Practical Information for employers

Derbyshire Development Plans Joint Advisory Committee – Minerals Site Allocations Development Plan Documents – Aggregates issues and Options Consultation Stage.

Local Council Review – Journal 
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
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