ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 13th FEBRUARY 2006
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


a.
HO/16965/011 Erection of two storey and single storey side and two storey rear



extension, 34 Church Road, for Mr & Mrs. Hackett


b.
OU/13341/010 Outline application for the erection of a detached bungalow and garage 


including siting and means of access, 113 The Lawns, Mr. Hambling


c.
HO/08135/013 Erection of a detached wooden building for hobby purposes (Amended 


Plans), Cornerways Cottage, Anslow Lane, for Mr. Hickman


d.
PA/04554/007 Erection of a detached dwelling and alterations to the existing vehicular 


access from Station road to serve a larger parking area for no. 76 (Amended Plan and 


description), Rear of 76 & 78 Station Road, for Mr & Mrs. Clarke


e.
HO/23751/003 Erection of a first floor rear and side extension, 63 Knowles Hill, for 



Mr. Haward


The following planning applications were received after the last Parish Council meting but required comments before this months meeting.  The planning applications were concerned by members at the Village Liaison meeting.


f.
OU/00147/014 Outline application for residential development and construction of 


vehicular access, Highfield Motor Company, Beacon Road



Members are concerned with the loss of another village facility.  Members objected 


to the application for a residential development but would support this site for 


retail/business use.

g.
PA/06126/009 Erection of a detached dwelling and detached garage, Chapel Lane



Members stand by their previous comments on this application as none of their 


concerns have been addressed.  The proposed property does not reflect other 


properties in this area.


h.
HO/16153/005 Erection of a single storey rear extension, 78 Beacon Road, for



 Mr & Mrs. Phillips



Members had no objections to this planning application.


i.
CU/14885/010 Change of use of part of ground floor to hairdressing salon, 2 The Lawns, 


for Mrs. Owran



Members had no objections to this planning application.  Members commented that 


they supported this application. 

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-
a.
LB/02838/030 Demolition of previous extensions and internal and external alterations to 
facilitate conversion of The Dower House and The Lodge into dwellings, with the 
erection of new sections of walling and fencing, The Dove Clinic, for Timesmore Ltd 


PA/02835/029/PO Conversion of existing buildings and construction of new units to 
form 13 dwellings with associated walling, garden area and car parking, The Dower 
House & Dove Clinic, Brookside, for Timesmore Ltd

b.
HO/27465/004 Erection of a conservatory, 278 Rolleston Road, for Mr & Mrs. Kendrick

c.
HO/14389/002 Erection of two storey side and part single and two storey rear extensions, 
75 Knowles Hill, for Mr. Harman

d.
PA/27603/007 Erection of a replacement dwelling (amended proposal), 2a Station Road, 
for Mr & Mrs. Zamir

The following applications have been refused:-

e.
TP/11499/017 Works to 1 Oak tree (T262 of TPO 1), Alderbrook Lodge. Burnside

f.
HO/13675/010 Erection of a detached garage, 20 Marston Lane, for Mr. Keeton

3.
PARISH PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS


A copy of the agreed estimates for the year 2006/07 is attached for member’s information. 

4.
PUBLIC CALL BOX – STATION ROAD


A letter dated 10th January has been received from Mr. Hayes, Topiary Cottage.  Mr. Hayes has sent a copy of a letter that he has sent to British Telecom where he is asking them to relocate the public call box to a ‘safer position and one that will serve the whole community’.  Mr. Hayes is asking for the Parish Councils support with this request.

5.
ST. MARY’S CHURCH


A letter dated 7th January has been received from Mr. J. Lowe, Charted Quantity Surveyor.  He is applying for a Stopping Up Order under Section 247 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 in respect of an area of highway land at Church Road.  This is required to enable a pedestrian access ramp to be provided to the Church.  Any comments on this Order are to be submitted by the beginning of February.

6.
KNOWLES HILL


There is to be a site meeting on Thursday 9th February with SCC to discuss various concerns with this road.


SCC was asked to directly respond to Mr. Woodman’s concerns with the boundary hedge opposite his property.   This has now been done and the Parish Council office has received copies of all correspondence.  It is understood that the landowner, County Farms, have been asked to repair the hedge.

7.
DOUBLE YELLOW LINES


A response is awaited for the request to consider installing double yellow lines on The Lawns bridge and outside the old post office on Station Road.

8.
FLOODING

A letter dated 16th January has been received from Mrs. Dean, MP with a copy of a letter that she has written to Severn Trent asking for clarification if any progress has been made regarding the sewage on Burnside.


A letter dated 18th January has been received from OFWAT regarding a Burton Mail article that unfortunately was incorrect.  They want clarification on the article, the Clerk responded.


At the last meeting it was reported that correspondence had been received from OWAT that stated that internal and external flooding had to be prioritised with internal flooding being the higher priority.  A further letter was received a few days following the last meeting from Severn Trent that stated:-


‘The scheme for Rolleston on Dove was prioritised along with other projects last year at the 
beginning of the current five year Asset Management period but was not included in the 
programme of works for the first two year’s 2006-07.’  


They then went on the say that they were in the process of re-examining this along with remaining projects and should know in the next two weeks if feasibility work for the project is likely to commence in the near future.  


A further letter dated 27th January has been received from Severn Trent.  It reads:-


‘I am pleased to say I have now secured funding for feasibility and design work on a flood 
alleviation project for Rolleston on Dove to commence.


At the conclusion of this work we will know the scope and nature of work required to address the 
flooding problems which will enable us to determine the cost benefit of undertaking the scheme.


OFWAT framework within which we have to operate, dictates that we have to consider and 
require considerable planning and consultation.


It is likely that, should work proceed, it would be extensive and disruptive to the village and 
require considerable planning and consultation.


Therefore as the project has only just been promoted, I am unable, at this time, to give you an idea 
of accurate time scale, though I would anticipate design work being complete by summer 2007 
with a view to undertaking work, if approved, later that year/early 2008.  Please be mindful that 
the time scales are indicative only and could change.’


All copies of correspondence have been forwarded to Mrs. Dean with members comments from the last meeting.


It was reported to SCC that the gullies on the bottom of Beacon Road were blocked.  They reported back that this was due to the damaged pipe on the junction to Chapel Lane.  This was the pipe that was damaged by the sub-contractors who were involved with the recent repair work.  SCC is in the process of negotiating with the sub-contractor to repair the damaged pipe.  It is understood that this repair work will be carried out as soon as possible.

9.
BURNSIDE RAILINGS


SCC has provided a sub-contractor who is will to provide a specification for the repainting of the railing along Burnside.  The contractor is to conduct a site meeting by Friday 10th February from which he will produce the specification.  The contractor has also stated that he would like to provide a quotation for the work.  

10.
MARSTON LANE


A letter dated 9th January has been received from Mr. Oakley, SCC in response to the request for a visibility mirror opposite the Marston Lane junction.


He has stated that SCC as the Highway Authority is only able to use the signs specified in the ‘Traffic Signs Regulations and General Directions 2002’ on the public highways in Staffordshire.  Mirrors on the highway are not recommended because of distortion of perception of distance and speed of vehicles.  Problems can also arise at night with the adverse effects of reflections causing dazzle to other road users, also there might be a tendency for drivers to concentrate their attention and rely on the image in the mirror instead of their surroundings.  Further safety issues can arise in poor weather conditions as the mirror image may be further distorted by water or ice.


In response to the parking issues on Marston Lane he responds that SCC would not normally consider the use of parking restrictions in residential areas unless there is a significant parking generated in the locality.  In this particular case he does not believe that parking restriction would be supported.  He then adds that any case of dangerous or obstruction parking should be reported to the police.

11.
TRENT AND DOVE HOUSING


A response has been received from Mr. Baker, Project Manager to Trent and Dove Housing regarding the hedge on the jitty from Dodslow Avenue and the boundary fence on Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.


He states:-


‘I can confirm that the hedge as described by you isn’t within our management nor is it our 
responsibility.  I would therefore encourage your considered point of the Parish Council taking 
charge of this matter. 


In relation to your second point, I will be happy to look at the fencing that backs onto the playing 
fields.  We are currently formulating a programme due to commence shortly, it is envisaged that 
the fencing works will be a part of this programme; hence I am unable to offer a renewal date due 
to the current status.’ 

12.
MEADOW VIEW


A letter dated 30th January has been received from Mr. Powell, 23 Meadow View.  Over recent months his property has been the victim of vandals.  His boundary hedge (adjacent to the open space) was set alight by someone using a tin of polish as an accelerant.  This section of hedge is very close to his property and he is concerned that if there is a reoccurrence the house could possibility catch fire.  He is asking whether he could purchase a strip of land from the Parish Council so that he can move his boundary hedge further away from his property.


The Title Deeds to this land state:-


‘for the purpose of public recreation and / or public open space and for no other purpose 
whatsoever.’

13.
ESBC – RECYCLING


Following the last meeting a resident from Cross Lane reported that they do have all the services provided by ESBC.  Black and brown bin collection and black box.  However, the blue bag service is on a Tuesday morning not Monday morning like the rest of the village.

14.
ESBC – NEIGHBOURHOOD INITIATIVES


ESBC are proposing to start their Leap program this March.  All Parish Council’s in this area are to be included on this initiative. It is a rolling three year program.  We will shortly hear from ESBC to where Rolleston is on this list.  The Parish Councils that are chosen for the Leap program this year will alternately have a Parish Brief as part of the Leap program.  The other Parish Councils to be included on the list for 2007/08 will be given the opportunity to have a Parish Brief while they are waiting for the Leap program.


The Parish Briefs is a small support group that help in the villages to identify problems with solutions.  This Parish Council will shortly hear which year we will receive the Leap Program.  In the meantime the Clerk has put forward this Parish Council’s name to be included in the Parish Briefs if we are not on this year’s Leap list as the Parish Briefs are at a first come first served basis.

15.
CRAYTHORN FIELD CHANGING ROOMS


Representatives from both football teams will be meeting with members of the Parish Council on Tuesday 14th February 8pm in Rolleston Club.

16.
BLUE CROSS


At the last Village Liaison meeting a short presentation was given on the progress of the Blue Cross centre on the outskirts of the village.  They stated that there will be annual open days where visitors can come and view this facility by appointment.  They are hoping to engage the centres staff by May this year with a view to be up and running by the summer.  They are now looking for volunteers from this area to help run the centre.


Concerns over issues with parked Lorries on Dovecliff Road were voiced and they agreed to look into this.  They were also asked whether the centre would be interested in using the Jinny Trail if a Bridleway was granted on the trail.  They said that they will be doing some road work with the horses as this is part of their rehabilitation program but it was highly unlikely that they would use this Jinny Trail as they have 60 acres for off road exercise.  However, she did state that they are yet to properly look into this. 
17.
VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD


This matter is still being pursued. 

18.
SPEED WATCH


We now have six volunteers for the Speed Watch Scheme.  Their application forms have been forwarded to Burton Police Station for approval.
19.
FOOTPATH 7 – BROOKSIDE


Clarification is needed to which stile Mr. Brooks has agreed to be changed into a kissing gate.

20.
BEACON DRIVE


The condition of the verges outside properties number 1-8 and 31-33 Beacon Drive and the verge opposite the co-op have been reported to SCC reference number 91149.

21.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELDS


JMP Services have completed the second path on the playing field.

22.
WASP REPORT


A copy of the first 19 pages of the WASP report is enclosed for member’s information. This report will be discussed at the March meeting along with comments from the Civic Trust and VDSG.  Both groups have been asked for a representative to attend the March Parish Council meeting where this report will be discussed. 
23.
SPCA – EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE


There is one vacancy on the Executive Committee of SPCA in this district to serve to the 2007 AGM.  Nominations are to be submitted by 13th February.

24.
ANSLOW LANE


There is no further progress to report on the issue of a footway along this lane.  Further copies of an update to the Chronology of Events by Mr. Essery have been forwarded to SCC.

25.
WEST MIDLANDS PLANNING AID SERVICE


Members are invited to attend a day of presentations and discussion with lunch.  The event is to be held on 30th March from 9.30am to 3.30pm at Staffordshire Moorlands District Council.  This event is free however donations of £5 to help cover costs are welcome.  Any member wishing to attend, please contact the Clerk by 28th February.

26.
ST.GILES HOSPICE


A letter has been received from St.Giles asking for support.  The Parish Council donated £100 last year to the hospice.  A copy of their Report and Accounts for the year ending March 2005 has been received.

27.
BEST KEPT VILLAGE COMPETITION


Information on this year’s Best Kept Village competition has been received from the Community Council of Staffordshire.  Entry forms are to be submitted by 13th February.

28.
THE LAWNS BRIDGE


The following email has been received from Mr. Allen, Principal Structures Engineer SCC.  It read:-


‘I confirm that the metal railings to which you refer form the parapets of ‘The Lawns’ bridge, and 
are thus the responsibility of SCC.  I agree that the parapets, although functional, are of a rather 
utilitarian appearance.


As my role in the ‘Structures’ team is to lead in the maintenance and construction works area, I 
will have to involve my colleagues in decisions regarding your proposals, as replacement could 
well have structure implications.  However, I am sure we can work together with you on this.’

29.
STREET LIGHTS


A response is awaited on the request for SCC to consider installing ‘conservation’ type street lights outside St. Mary’s Church.  Number E12 (Church Road light) has been reported again to SCC regarding the position of the column.

30.
ESBC – CODE OF CONDUCT FOR COUNCILLORS


A letter dated 20th January has been received from Mr. Birch, Assistant Chief Executive ESBC.  The Standard Board has carried out a review of the Code, and the Government has now published a consultation paper on changes to the Code and future arrangements for investigating complaints.


Enclosed is a report summarising the consultation paper for your information.  The full document is on the Deputy Prime Ministers Website a www.odpm.gov.uk

Mr. Birch states that it is intended to revise the National Code and this will mean that Councils will have to consider formally adopting the revised version.  He goes on to say that the timescale involved is not clear but he will keep the Parish Council informed.

31.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL


A letter dated 18th January has been received from Mr. Daniels, South Hill.  He reports that he recently encountered three gentlemen riding mountain bikes on the trail.  When challenged, the men stated that they were carrying out a survey of the future cycle track.  Mr. Daniels noted that one of the men had a visibility waistcoat sporting a badge bearing the words ‘Sustrans Volunteer’.  The remainder of his letter reads:-


‘I recall being present at a public meeting, where the majority of the people who had made the 
effort to attend were clearly against converting the nature trail into a Sustrans route.


Some time later, after I had heard that the cycle track plan had nevertheless been approved by the 
Council, I was told by a Parish Councillor that the opinion of the Council had been that only 
objectors turn out for public meetings.  I am not sure that this councillor has grasped the concept 
of democracy.


Does the Council have any plans to restrict the use of any Sustrans route that might be established 
to pedal cycles? I do not believe a little sign, however pretty, will deter licensed motorcyclists or 
the growing number of youngsters with unlicensed miniature motorcycles.


Does the Council have any plans to reduce the annoyance to residents adjoining the trail, or plans 
to provide screening of some sort, or barriers to provide security appropriate to the increase traffic 
along the Sustrans route?’
32.
BUS SHELTERS


Dale Fencing has completed the work to the bus shelters on Knowles Hill and Station Road.  The contractor has reported that the bus shelter on Station Road is coming to the end of its life; he estimates that members should consider replacing the shelter in the next 4/5 years.  He also reported that both shelters were in need of creosoting to finish them off.


Dale fencing have also inspected the bus shelter at the bottom of Knowles Hill and reported that it requires a new felt roof.  They have provided a quotation to match the cost of the other bus shelter roof of £175.00.  Members are asked to consider this quotation.

33.
DOG FOULING

It was reported at the last meeting that there was dog fouling on Marston Lane, this has been reported to ESBC.  Dog fouling was also reported on the grass verge on Station Road by the junction with Meadow View.

34.
BROOK HOLLOWS

At the last Village Liaison meeting a representative from ESBC, Ms. Sides, came to talk to members about the future of Brook Hollows.  


Ms. Sides report the possibility of a group being set up called ‘Friends of Brook Hollows’.  She asked that information on this group be passed to all village organisations for their comment.  A copy of her report is attached for member’s information.


ESBC are holding a tree planting day on Saturday 25th February.  They are asking for volunteers to help plant the new trees.

35.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH


The Parish Council office is now on the mailing service provided by the police to all local Neighbourhood Watch Wardens.  This service provides up-to-date details of reported incidents within the village and surrounding villages.

36.
SPRING BULBS


A large bag of Daffodils has been donated by Mrs. Stone.  It has been reported by Mr. Martin that these have been planted by the Village Gate Way near Cornmill Lane extending the bulbs that were planted last year.

37.
ESBC – FLY POSTING


It is understood that ESBC will be writing to the estate agents that have erected more notices on the verges by Shotwood Close.

38.
TWINNING VILLAGES


This topic will be advertised in the next Rollestonain for resident’s comments.

39.
NEW TRAVELLING LIBRARY SERVICE


SCC has got the new library vehicle and has recently completed installing the necessary equipment into Rolleston Club for the use of the vehicle when in situ.  There have been one or two problems with the IT equipment that needed to be addressed.  SCC is currently in the process of a Community Service Review which includes looking at stops and staffing.


They hope that the service will be up and running by April.


They are also looking for volunteers to come forward from the village so that they can provide a Home Reader Service for housebound residents.  

40.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD


The Clerk instructed DSK to carry out urgent repairs to the height barrier again this time the opposite join, on the car park of Craythorne Field.  Members are asked to support the action taken by the Clerk. 

41.
PARISH COUNCIL’S INSURANCE

Conformation has been received from Zurich Municipal, Parish Council’s insurance company, that the Fidelity Guarantee has been increased to £35,000.  This was in accordance to the recommedations by the External Auditor. 

42.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


Name




Cheque No.
Amount

a.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts


1295

£474.98

(January’s Salary)
b.
Inland Revenue



1296

£32.27

c.
Staffordshire County Council

1297

£85.26

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1298

£1,007.92

e.
Mrs. Gregory



1299

£40.00

(glass collection)
f.
DSK Engineering Services Ltd

1300

£117.50


(repair to the height barrier Craythorne Field)

g.
Miss. Wilson



1301

£50.00


(Minute No: 67:28)

h.
Viking Office Supplies


1302

£35.17

i.
JPM Services



1303

£5,740


(Path & The Croft seat)

j.
Mr. P. Gould



1304

£460.00


(Minute No:  52:50)

k.
Dale Fencing



1305

£485.00


(Minute No:  59:48)

l.
ESBC

43.
REPORTS


The following reports have been received:-


ESBC – Waste Management Programme for 2006


DVD – Staffordshire Police – Building Safer Communities


West Midlands Regional Assembly – Speaking Out

SCC – Pension Consultation Forum Annual report
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
