ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 12TH JANUARY 2006
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS


a.
TP/11499/017 Works to Oak tree (T262 of TPO 1), Alderbrook Lodge Burnside


b.
PA/06738/006 Erection of a detached dwelling and construction of vehicular access, land 

rear of 74 Station Road, for Mr & Mrs. Jobson.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-

a.
HO/30274/001 Erection of a single storey side extension and carport, 57 Walford Road


b.
CU/20638/003 Conversion of redundant water tower into a dwelling and use of some of the 

adjoining land as an access drive and parking, turning and garden space, Rolleston 


Swimming Club


c.
HO/27625/002 Erection of a single storey rear extension, 18 Shotwood Close, for 



Ms. Strange.


d.
TP/30294/001 Removal of one Beech tree (T313 of TPO1), 14 Beacon Road


e.
HO/03789/013 Increase roof height to provide additional accommodation, erection of a rear 

conservatory, two storey rear extension, two storey front extension and replacement garage, 

Jubilee Cottage, Fiddlers Lane, for Mrs. Wain.


f.
HO/13577/005 Erection of a 1st floor front extension, 40 Alderbrook Close, for 



Mr. Hallsworth

3.
PARISH PRECEPT REQUIREMENTS


Estimates of the Parish Council’s Precept requirements for the year 2006/07 have been prepared. 


Information has been received from ESBC about the Council Tax for 2006/07.  Subject to the Cabinet meeting on 9th January to approve the calculation, the tax base will be £1,352.53.  This means that if the Parish Council wishes to raise £1,000 by way of a precept next year, this would result in a charge of £.074 for a band D property.
4.
FLOODING

OFWAT has been in contact with the Parish Council office.  There has been some confusion in that they could not find a copy of our letter to them back in May 2004.  It is understood that a response will follow shortly.  A response is still awaited from Severn Trent.  
5.
VILLAGE NOTICE BOARD


The Clerk will be meeting with the Planning Department sometime this month over the issue of planning permission for the new Notice Board.
6.
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT


Dr. Trelinski will be invited to make a report.

7.
ESBC – WASP REPORT


A copy of the latest WASP report has been received.  The Parish Council Office has requested a copy of the report via an email attachment.  A copy of this report has been circulated to members over the last month.

8.
SPCA – ANNUAL LIAISON WITH COUNTY COUNCIL 


An invitation to attend the next annual Liaison meeting with SPCA, SCC and all local Councils in East Staffordshire has been received.  The meeting is to be held at 7.30pn on Tuesday 21st February at Denston Village Hall.

9.
PARKING CONCERNS 


A letter has been written to the Highways department asking them to consider putting double yellow lines on the Lawns bridge.  They were also asked again to look into possible parking solutions to help this area.  PCSO Millington has also been made aware of the Parish Council’s concerns with parking in this area and she has agreed to patrol this area as much as she can.  PCSO Millington reported that she has recently given out several parking tickets to motorists parking illegally around the school – she has stated that she will continue to give this area a high priority.

10.
POLICE


 Inspector Burton has responded to the letter regarding members concerns with the lack of police presence over the recently reported incidents with the Spread Eagle Island and Shotwood Close.  He stated that incidents are prioritised if the local community police officer is not available and this is what has happened with these two incidents.  Inspector Burton has spoken directly to the resident affected in Shotwood Close and that incident has now been resolved.  We also discussed the possible support funding from the Parish Council for additional PCSO’s.  He said that it is possible for Parishes to do this and he did forward details of the person to contact over this.  


An email has been received from Inspector Coxhead who has contacted the Parish Council with regard to the Building Safer Communities project, which is the Trent Valley Policing Division’s response to the requirement to deliver Neighbourhood Policing.  Attached to this report is a copy of a statement, a map and a survey with guidance notes.  Members are asked to comment on the statement by 27th January.  If possible could members fill out and return the survey to either the Clerk or to the address on the end of the police statement.


A copy of the Police Structures Review is attached to the Report for member’s information. 

11.
SPEED WATCH


We now have six volunteer for the Speed Watch Scheme.  A request has been forwarded to Inspector Mason asking for application form for the volunteers.
12.
TUTBURY MUSIC FESTIVAL


An invitation has been received from Tutbury Parish Council to the above festival. 


13.
SPCA – AMBULANCE TRUSTS – CONSULTATION & PUBLIC MEETING


Details have been received from SPCA that Staffordshire and Shropshire Strategic Health Authority have arranged the following public meeting to consult on the proposals regarding the Ambulance Services and the Primary Care Trust, at 7pm:
30th January, Town Hall, Burton on Trent

14.
VILLAGE DIRECTORY

Rolleston Civic Trust are asking whether the Parish Council want this information leaflet updating again this year and will the Parish Council consider contributing towards the costs.

15.
FOOTPATH 7 – BROOKSIDE


It was requested that this item be on the Agenda regarding the first stile off Brookside being made into a metal kissing gate.  For information - the project of kissing gates is normally done by Burton Conservation Volunteers who work only in wood.  The two kissing gates on the Beacon Road footpath were erected by Staffordshire County Council following a request from Mr. Bather.

16.
STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL


Members asked for this item to be on the Agenda following concerns over lack of communication over various issues particularly Knowles Hill.

17.
BEACON DRIVE


Members asked that this item be on the Agenda with concern over the condition of the grass verges in this area.

18.
TRENT & DOVE HOUSING


A letter has been written to Trent & Dove Housing asking for them to open up discussion on the possibility of the Parish Council taking over the maintenance of the hedge on the jitty from Dodslow Avenue.


Another letter has been written over members concerns with the condition of the fence that backs on to Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.

19.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELDS


JMP Services have been instructed to commence with the contract to construct the second path on the playing field.

20.
ANSLOW LANE


There is no further progress to report on the issue of a footway along this lane.

21.
KNOWLES HILL 


 A letter has been written to the Area Manager for the Highways Authority asking for him to respond directly to Mr. Woodman’s concerns with the hedge opposite his property on Knowles Hill.


No further information is available on the requested site meeting with the Area Manager from the Highways Authority.

22.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL


An email from Stretton Parish Council has been received stating that they have formally agreed to proceed with engaging a Barrister if a Public Inquiry is called.

23.
BEACON ROAD


It was reported that sections of the road were breaking off opposite the barriers around the road works on Beacon Road.  It is understood that SCC have repaired the damage.


Workmen had left piping and other materials on the footway near the Neville Close entrance.  It is understood that they have now been cleared by SCC.

24.
BUS SHELTERS


Dale Fencing has been instructed to commence with the contract to refurbish Knowles Hill and Station Road Bus Shelters.
25.
BROOK HOLLOWS


Members asked for this item to be on the Agenda regarding the safety of the handrail to the new bridge over the over-flow stream.


A letter dated 19th December has been received from Ms. Sides, Open Space Development Officer ESBC.  Her letter reads:-


‘Following the removal of the two large trees early in the year, we now have a contractor ready to 
commence repairs to the Brook Hollows waterfall wing walls.


The works are anticipated to start on site on the 9th January 2006 and last for approximately two 
weeks.  The footbridge over the waterfall will be fenced off and signage will direct site users to use 
alternative footpaths.


Works will involve the erection of scaffolding, gradual removal of the wing wall stones, the carrying 
out of structure repairs and the re-laying of the stones.’


Ms. Sides has been invited to attend the next Village Liaison meeting on Monday 23rd January to talk about Brook Hollows improvements.

26.
VILLAGE LIAISON MEETING


Members are reminded that the next Village Liaison meeting is on Monday 23rd January.  There will be two guest speakers at this meeting.  There will be presentations from Kirsten Alford, Blue Cross and Bethan Sides, ESBC Brook Hollows Improvements.


27.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WARDEN SCHEME


A letter dated 22nd December has been received from Ms. Meredith-Wood, Principal Community Safety Manager at ESBC.    At a Workshop held by the Borough Council in December, a discussion was held on the possible opportunity to utilise Neighbourhood Wardens during 2006/07 to undertake Parish Briefs.   These Briefs would effectively provide the situational and needs analysis of issues relevant to individual Parishes.   The Borough Council has decided to offer the Parish Briefs free of charge.


All Parishes who will benefit from the LEAP Programme will automatically receive a Brief as part of that Programme.  Other Parishes are being offered this opportunity on a first come, first served, basis.
28.
APPEAL


A letter dated 23rd December has been received from Miss. F. Wilson, 10 Beacon Road.  She is asking for donations towards costs of a trip to Sri Lanka were she will be doing community work for disadvantaged children.  She states that she will have to raise £2,000 to cover air fares, vaccinations, and placement and living costs.

29.
WESTBURY HOMES – PLAY AREAS


An email has been received from Mr. Crossley, ESBC.  Here follows an extract:-



“To inform that the planning officer is strongly pursuing Westbury’s to bring the matter 
forward to a conclusion.  Details of the Toddler and Junior Play Areas are almost agreed and should 
be submitted for final approval by 7th January – if not the matter will be passed to the Planning 
Enforcement for them to pursue.

29.
WESTBURY HOMES – PLAY AREAS (continued)


Mrs. Farrer, Planning Officer, is of the view that ESBC must require provision of a standard 
equipped Junior Play Area as originally indicated on the drawings for the site as this then means 
those who purchased a house and those who commented on the planning application are not 
confronted by a different form of provision.   She does fully understand and recognise the possible 
logic of 
alternative provision that had been discussed between myself and the Parish Councillors but 
does not feel the Authority can realistically pursue this without it having been part of the original 
approach set out in the approved planning application.  She also feels that whilst recognising the 
Parish’s stated commitment toward continued provision of a Junior Play Area at Meadow View she 
has a duty in relation to the approved application to have the absolute certainty of long term 
provision for Junior equipped play at least serving the residents of the recent development as was 
achieved and demonstrated in the approved application and which would in that way have informed 
the Planning Officers report and recommendations at that time and informed the Planning Committee 
Members decision.



Obviously in the medium to long term the provision of a junior equipped ply area on the ex-
technical college land does open the possibility of the Parish choosing to withdraw the provision of 
the Meadow View Play Area and deciding whether instead to undertake capital investment in one of 
the other forms of provision that we discussed somewhere on Parish controlled land.



I can confirm that the other dialogue we had over the detailed treatment of the open space 
has been incorporated into the proposals – ie. Tarmac pathways (not crushed stone) leading to the 
ownership boundary near the Meadow View Play Area and a similar path crossing the shallow 
drainage ditch to the south to link to the Parish owned football fields.”


He goes on to add, 



“As with other Parishes I would wish to indicate the help freely available from myself, my 
Play Area Officer and my Open Space Support Officer to help support further thinking about the 
future of the Meadow View Play Area and about the possibilities for alternative forms of provision.  
The Play Area Officer’s technical expertise and Open Space Support Officers expertise in helping 
Parishes secure external funding have helped a wide range of Parishes secure improved / additional 
play facilities in the last 2 years – typically attracting a minimum of £20 – 25,000 towards the cost of 
the work from sources.”
30.
20 MPH SPEED RESTRICTIONS


A letter dated 17th December has been received from Mrs. Lear, Clerk to Eton and Horninglow Parish Council.  Horninglow and Eton Parish Council would like to have 20mph speed limits introduced on certain roads in their parish.  They would like to hear whether this parish have had similar thoughts and whether there has been a representation made to SCC.

31.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD


The Clerk instructed DSK to carry out urgent repairs to the height barrier on the car park of Craythorne Field.  The locking mechanism had been broken.  Members are asked to support the action taken by the Clerk. 
32.
PARISH COUNCIL’S INSURANCE

The External Auditor recommended that the Parish Council increase their Fidelity cover as at present it was not considered adequate enough.  She recommended that as a guideline the amount should be increased to the equivalent to the year-end balance plus 50% of the precept.  This would mean raising the cover from £5,000 to £35,000.  


The Clerk contacted the insurance company for advice and was told that this increase would not affect the Parish Council premium.  The Clerk instructed the insurance company to increase the Fidelity cover to come up to the standard of the External Auditor’s recommendation.  

33.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


Name




Cheque No.
Amount

a.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts


1283

£474.98

(November’s Salary)
b.
Inland Revenue



1284

£32.27

c.
Staffordshire County Council

1285

£85.26

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1286

£1,007.92

e.
Mrs. Gregory



1287

£40.00

(glass collection)
f.
Midshire Business Systems Ltd

1288

£19.33


(photo copying)

g.
DSK Engineering Services Ltd

1289

£117.50


(repair to the height barrier Craythorne Field)

h.
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust

1290

£33.00


(Annual Subscription)

i.
St. Mary’s Church


1291

£24.00


(Minute No: 59:41)

J.
Rolleston Civic Trust


1292

£270.00


(Newsletter)

k.
Rolleston Methodist Chapel

1293

£450.00


(Annual Room Hire Cost)

34.
REPORTS


The following reports have been received:-


A copy of Tutbury Parish Council Minutes to the October meeting



Staffordshire Fire & Rescue Service – IRMP Consultation, comments by 27th January


SPCA – Report of the 66th AGM and Conference


SPCA – Chief Executive’s Circular 28


Sustainable Staffordshire – Winter 2005


Standards of Conduct in English Local Government: The Future – Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister

35.
THE CROFT BIN


Details will be available at your meeting for designs and cost of a bin for The Croft.

3rd January 2006.
