ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 14TH FEBRUARY 2005

PRESENT

Mr. J. Morris, Chairman

Mr. W. Hodson Walker, Vice-Chairman

Mrs. S. Redgrave

Mr. P.M. Taylor

Mrs. B. Toon

Mr. A.W. Starbuck

Mr. J.W. Winstone

Miss. C. Pidsley

Mrs. M.M. Woodbine, Assistant Clerk

Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts, Clerk

Three members of the public, County Councillor Bather and a representative from the Burton Mail were in attendance.

60.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME & PETITIONS

a.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD (Clerk’s Report, Item 6)

Mr. Edwards stated that he felt disappointed with the effectiveness of the new traffic calming on Church Road and asked the Chairman what the Parish Council thought of the design of the new scheme.

The Chairman did state that this would be discussed later in the meeting, as this is an Agenda Item.  However, he did answer on a personal note that he was unhappy with the traffic calming.  Some members believed that the traffic calming was working and County Councillor Bather also stated that he believed that this was the best design for Church Road.

The traffic calming design was approved by the Parish Council and an interim period is required to see what affect the traffic calming will have.

Mr. Marshall reported to the Chairman that the road narrowing section at the Tutbury end is badly lit which makes it highly dangerous.

61.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mr. K. Bradley, Mrs. V. Trelinska, Dr. M. Trelinski and Mr. J. Westwood.

62.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 10th January 2005 were approved and signed by the Chairman subject to one alteration.  Minute Number 58:5 referred to Beacon Road it should have read Beacon Drive.

63.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR


County Councillor Bather made the following report: -

a.
Westbury Homes – He reported that he had asked the Highway Authority to make an assessment on the frontage of the estate along Station Road.  This will include the condition of the footways.

b.
Station Road  - An assessment has also been requested from the Highway Authority about the necessity for parking restrictions outside the old post office.

c.
Marston Lane – County Councillor Bather has requested an advisory sign for the junction of Marston Lane.  SCC will review the need shortly.

63.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR (continued)

d.
Cemetery – He advised that the boundary wall along Church Road had been lowered some years ago to help aid visibility for motorists leaving Fiddlers Lane.  He stated maybe it could be considered that the wall be completely removed to further aid motorists existing Fiddlers Lane.

e.
Footpath 14 – SCC will be installing some drainage pipe by the kissing gate between Mr. Reilly’s field and Craythorne Wood.  This repair should take place in the next two weeks.

f.
Anslow Lane – SCC engineers are now talking to residents on Anslow Lane and this project is moving forward.

The Chairman thanked County Councillor Bather for his report.

64.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

a.
LYCH GATE


Members agreed that a deadline of the weekend of May 6th should be forwarded to Mr. Patrick who is replacing the Lych Gate panels.

65.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH FEBRUARY 2005

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Mrs. Redgrave declared an interest with planning applications ‘a’ & ‘c’, and withdrew from the meeting room.

a.
CU/05013/008 Change of use of existing part retail and part living accommodation building to form dwelling, with associated external alterations, Topiary Cottage, Station Road, for Mr & Mrs. Hayes

Members strongly objected to this planning application.  Members are against any further loss of retail premises within the village.  However, members did also state that if planning permission was to be granted then they have no objections to the design of the alterations.

b.
HO/22684/023 Erection of 0.6 metre high railings to the front boundary, The Lodge, Chapel Lane, for Mr. Campling

Members had no objections to this planning application.  However, members are concerned that the railings are positioned one metre away from the kerb edge.

c.
HO/01988/005 erection of a single storey side and rear extension, The Old Bakehouse, Station Road, for Mr. Zamir

Members had no objections to this planning application.

d.
HO/28929/002 Amended Plans and Description.  Raising of the roof height including the installation of front and rear dormer windows to create first floor living accommodation and erection of two storey side extension on the western elevation, a two storey side extension on the eastern and a detached double garage with a store above, and widening of the existing access, 242 Station Road, for Mr & Mrs. Powell

Members had no objections to this planning application.  Members have expressed a concern that if planning permission is granted could measures be put in place to make sure that the works vehicles do not obstruct the pavement.  It has been witnessed that vehicles already are parking on the pavement, as this property is located on a blind bend. 

65.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH FEBRUARY 2005 (continued)


1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)

This needs to be pointed out to the property owners, as this will become a hazard if allowed to continue throughout the development.

e.
HO/03553/009 Erection of a two storey rear extension, 109 Knowles Hill, for Mrs. Heeley

Members had no objections to this planning application.

f.
HO/07088/004 Erection of a first floor rear extension, 42 Alderbrook Close, for Mr & Mrs. Arnold

Members had no objections to this planning application.

g.
OU/01908/018 Outline application for the erection of a detached dwelling house, Land at rear of 4 Lodge Hill, Tutbury, for Mr. Bate

Members had no objections to this planning application.

h.
HO/26975/003 Amended Plan. Erection of a two storey, 35 Shotwood Close, Mr. James

Members had no objections to this planning application.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning applications that had been approved.

3.
PLANNING TRAINING

Mr. Taylor and Mrs. Toon reported that they had found the ESBC planning training session most useful.  

4.
ANNUAL ESTIMATES OF EXPENDITURE



Members noted the amended copy if the agreed Annual Estimates of Expenditure.

5.
PARISH COUNCILS’ FORUM – ESBC

It was reported that a copy of the Minutes from the last Parish Councils’ Forum meeting had been received.

6.
FREEDOM FOR INFORMATION ACT (Clerk’s Report, Item 11)
The Clerk advised that the Parish Council Office has already been working within the guidelines laid out under the Freedom for Information Act 2000.   Members discussed that it may be necessary to put in place a scale of charges for copies of correspondence or Minutes to help clarify the present system. 

7.
OPEN SPACE OFFICER – ESBC

It was reported that Mr. L. Oates has taken over as the new Open Space Officer for the Burton West area.  

8.
REPORTS



Members noted that the following reports have been received: - 

East Staffordshire Together – Local Strategic Partnership Community Strategy 2003/20

65.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH FEBRUARY 2005 (continued)


8.
REPORTS (continued)

Vibrant Local Leadership – Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (comments requested)

Citizen Engagement and Public Services: Why Neighbourhoods Matter – Office of the Deputy Prime Minister (comments requested)

Rural Strategy 2005-2007 – ESBC Consultation – (comments are to be submitted by 28th February)

AGM Minutes and Conference – SPCA

Speaking Out – West Midlands Regional Assembly

Fireworks – Mrs. Dean, MP.

Local Environment Focus – Environment Agency

9.
ESBC – REVIEW OF STREET CLEANING

Members reviewed the points of discussion suggested by ESBC and concluded the following: - 


Members felt that dog fouling was a problem in the village particularly around the school.  However, some members felt that this had improved.  Members were concerned that fly tipping seems to be on the increase.  Problem areas include Marston Lane and Craythorne Lane.  Problems have been experienced with newspapers being dumped – Trader.  Litter in general is also a concern.  However, members did feel that the clearance of leaves on pavements has improved this year.

10.
ANSLOW LANE (Clerk’s Report, Item 18)
Members noted that a letter had been written to SCC asking for them to forward the project of the footway along Anslow Lane.

11.
ESBC – UNWANTED VEHICLE AMNESTY

It was reported that the Enforcement Team would be holding a vehicle amnesty, where residents living within the Borough will have the opportunity to get rid of an unwanted vehicle free of charge.

12.
SPCA – ANNUAL LIAISON MEETING WITH STAFFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

It was reported that a meeting is to be held on Tuesday 22nd February at Denstone Village Hall.  The Clerk reported that she would wish to attend. 

13.
SPCA – VACANCIES EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE



Members noted that nominations are being invited for the above vacancy

14.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT


It was resolved that the accounts listed below be paid: -




Name



Cheque No.

Amount



a.
Starbuck’s Newsagent

1155


£28.00




(Gateway plants)



b.
Mrs. M. A. M. Willetts

1156


£464.88




(Salary – January)



c.
Inland Revenue


1157


£33.21



d.
Staffordshire County Council
1158


£83.10

65.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH FEBRUARY 2005 (continued)


14.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)



e.
Mrs. Gregory


1159


£50.00




(Glass clearance)



f.
Mr. P. Gould


1160


£375.00




(Environmental Contract)



g.
Petty Cash


1161


£85.59



h.
BT



1162


£94.31




(Parish Office)



i.
ESBC



1163


£150.07




(Bin emptying)



j.
SPCA



1164


£36.00




(New Councillors information event)



k.
Local Council Review 

1165


£144.00




(Annual renewal)



l.
Mr. P. Gould


1166


£65.00



m.
ESBC



1167


£150.07




(Bin emptying)



n.
DSK Engineering


1168


£940.00



Mrs. Toon and Mr. Winstone signed the invoices and corresponding cheques.

15.
DOCTOR’S SURGERY (Clerk’s Report, Item 15)
It was reported that an informal meeting had been arranged, on Friday 18th February, where a representative from the Civic Trust, VDSG, Parish Council Chairman, Mrs. Toon and Clerk will meet with a representative from Prime Development.

16.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD (Clerk’s Report, Item 20 & 22)
Members were concerned to hear of the problems with dogs being experienced by the Football Club.  Members discussed the need to gather evidence in order to prosecute offenders.  The Clerk was instructed to write a section in the Rollestonian to cover this subject. -

17.
HISTORY OF ROLLESTON


Members agreed the sum of £150 to be a contribution towards Archive Storage for Mr. Bowen’s history of Rolleston documents.
18.
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT GROUP (Clerk’s Report, Item 23)
Members noted that they are invited to a VDSG meeting where youth facilities are to be discussed.  The meeting is to be held on Tuesday 15th February.

19.
ELIZABETH AVENUE – PARENTS WAITING AREA



Members noted that a bin was set on fire in the Play Area.  

Members approved the action taken by the Clerk in approving the quotation of £65 for the hedge to be cut where the new parents waiting area was planned. 

65.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH FEBRUARY 2005 (continued)


19.
ELIZABETH AVENUE – PARENTS WAITING AREA (continued)
It was reported that the parents waiting area is now complete and the two benches from DSK have been erected.

It was also reported that a large broken branch was laying in the junior play area that needs removing.

20.
SPCA – INFORMATION EVENT FOR NEW COUNCILLORS

Mrs. Redgrave reported that she found the event useful and informative.  It was reported that at the meeting it was discussed the issue of formal apologies from Parish Council meetings.  It was agreed that this item should be on next month’s Agenda in order to discuss fully.

 
21.
TUTBURY PARISH COUNCIL MINUTES

Members noted that Tutbury Parish Council Minutes for their December meeting had been received.

22.
SPCA – PLANNING AND THE NEW LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK

Members noted that information has been received regarding the above event that is to be held on Saturday 26th February.

23.
ST.MARY’S CHURCH (Clerk’s Report, Item 5)
Members noted that a letter of thanks has been received from Rev. Whitehead for the donation to church funds from the recycled waste scheme.


24.
ESBC – BEDDING PLANT
It was reported that a grant for £81.00 has been received from ESBC for last years bedding grant.

25.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL (Clerk’s Report, Item 4)
The Chairman reported on the recent meeting held by representatives from the Legal Department from SCC with the Chairmen from both Parish Councils, County Councillor Bather and the Clerk.

It was reported that SCC will be responsible for the path surface if it becomes a Bridleway.  However, a Bridleway does not have to have a high standard of surface as with other Rights of Ways.  It will be necessary for a 2.5 metre wide path for a Bridleway and a cycle way cannot be constructed on this path.  A cycle path can be constructed separately next to the Bridleway.   

The Bridleway will become known as a Highway.

The Clerk was instructed to contact Sustrans to ask for their comments on this and also SPCA.

 
26.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD (Clerk’s Report, Item 6)
Some members felt strongly that the new scheme was ineffective in controlling the speed of vehicles.  Other members commented that they thought that the new scheme was an improvement.

Members agreed to forward the observation that they considered the lighting inadequate at the road narrowing section at the Tutbury end of Church Road. 

65.
CLERK’S REPORT DATED 9TH FEBRUARY 2005 (continued)


26.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD (continued)

 Members also requested to see the result of a speed survey on this stretch of road that is understood to be carried out by SCC in the next 2/3 months.
27.
ESBC – LITTER BIN

It was reported that ESBC had agreed to replace the small lamppost bin at the end of the Meadow View Jitty on Station Road with a larger more adequate bin.

28.
WESTBURY HOMES ESTATE

Members noted the response received from Westbury Homes referring to the problems some residents are experiencing with inconsiderate parking on the estate.  

Members agreed that the Highway Authority need to be made aware of this situation before they adopt the roads on the estate.

Members noted the concern raised in Mr. Martin’s letter and agreed to investigate.

29.
FIDDLERS LANE / CEMETERY
Members agreed that they were against the proposal of removing or lowering the wall by the entrance to Fiddlers Lane.  They agreed that better road markings and signage was required.

30.
ARRIVA – BUS TURNING WESTBURY HOMES / MEADOW VIEW

It was reported that a letter had been written to Arriva with regard to the bus turning area on the new estate.  A response has not yet been received.

66.
OTHER MATTERS BROUGHT UP BY MEMBERS

a.
Chapel Lane – it was reported that the fence had not been removed outside the new property. It was suggested that this be reported to the Enforcement Officer at ESBC.

b.
Jinny Trail – it was reported that two large debris piles had been left on the Jinny Trail following the recent workday. 

c.
Football Changing Rooms – it was reported that Stretton Parish Council have installed a Port-a-cabin.  It is understood at a price of around £5,000.

CHAIRMAN
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