ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

WEDNESDAY 21st APRIL 2004

PRESENT






Mr. J. Morris, Chairman






Mr. W. Hodson Walker, Vice-Chairman 






Mrs. V.J. Trelinska 






Mr. J.S. Westwood 






Mr. P.M. Taylor











Mr. J.W. Winstone






Mrs. B.Toon 






Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts, Clerk

Twenty members of the public were in attendance.

111.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Mr. J. Hayes, Dr. M. Trelinski and Mrs. C. Norman.

112.
CIVIC TRUST’S & VDSG’s LETTER


The Chairman opened the meeting by welcoming the members of the public who were in attendance.  The Chairman asked Mr. Gawthorpe, Civic Trust, and Mr. Underhill, VDSG to speak on their letters relating to this meeting.


Mr. Gawthorpe gave a brief report supporting the letter from the Civic Trust.  He stated that more facilities were needed in the village especially for the youth of the community.


Mr. Underhill stated that the VDSG wish to support the letter from the Civic Trust.  He considered that a dossier should be compiled.


The Chairman thanked Mr. Gawthorpe and Mr. Underhill for their comments.

The debate was then opened to members.   The following points were raised and discussed:-

1. Members were strongly against the idea of disposing of Craythorne Field in exchange for the College Field.   

2. It was considered that the College Field could become a multi-purpose sports complex for all kinds of sport.

3. Should the purchase of the land for the village be an option, grant funding would have to be investigated.

4. As the land is not in the Local Plan, some members considered that the Parish Council should do nothing at the present time.

5. An attempt should be made to get information from other Parish Councils who have been placed in a similar position.

6. It was suggested that a valuation of the land should be obtained.

7. Members discussed the fact that any developer could apply for planning permission even if the land is not in the Local Plan.   Concern was expressed that if this should happen, waiting could mean losing out in obtaining facilities for the village.

8. It was suggested that Mr. Alf Plumb be engaged to advise the Parish Council.  Other members considered that the Parish Council should be talking to the College.

9. Members queried whether the Robinson family had any claim on the land which it is understood was obtained by compulsory purchase.

112.
CIVIC TRUST’S & VDSG’s LETTER(continued)

10. Concern was expressed that the College Field was too large an area for the village to take over as an open space.

11. Members suggested that if any development were to take place on the Playing Field, the Parish Council would want some assurance that the village would not be subject to any more large scale development.

12. Discussions then moved to the possibility of relocating the village schools.   The Clerk updated members to the present position of Staffordshire County Council Education Authority.   The Authority had stated that there was little chance of getting a single site school using the Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field as there is a considerable financial shortfall.   The only means of forwarding the single site school is if the village could negotiate with the College to get the required funding to cover the shortfall.


The Chairman proposed that the Parish Council, ‘engage the services of Mr. Plumb.  To informally discuss with Burton College the options that are open to the village.’


Mr. Westwood seconded this proposal.  The proposal was taken to the vote: -


Five members voted for the proposal and two members voted against.  The proposal was carried.


The Chairman thanked the members of the public for attending.
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