ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 9th DECEMBER 2013
PRESENT

Cllr J Toon, Chairman

Cllr S Adams

Cllr A Haywood

Cllr S Sanderson

Cllr B Toon

Cllr C Warren
Cllr Wyatt





Mrs H. Light, Clerk

Two members of the public and County Councillor Fraser were in attendance. 
71. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 

Mr Baker reported that progress was being made on the Jinny Trail and that TREATS were hoping to submit the grant application for Lottery funding within the next few days.  The meeting were advised that the next working party was being held on Saturday 4th January.  The Chairman conveyed his thanks for the work that was being undertaken by the group and wished them every success with their grant application.
72. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Simnett and it was noted that Cllr Davies would be joining the meeting late.
73. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr Adams declared an interest in item number 7.

74. MINUTES OF THE MEETINGS HELD ON 11th & 27th NOVEMBER 2013
The minutes of the previous meetings were signed as a true record.
75. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Cllr Fraser expressed disappointment that no one from the Parish Council attended the recent highways meeting.
Cllr Fraser advised that at 16:00hr hours on Monday 9th, he had received a telephone call from Cllr Parry, SCC who had advised that it was 99% certain that SCC would not be submitting a planning application for the land off Knowles Hill/Anslow Lane.  He added that there was still a need for a single site school, but that he would discuss this with the Parish Council at a later time.
76. REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR
Cllr Toon advised that she had been attending several meetings at the Borough Council and she continued to do her best for the village.  She advised that the Borough Council were hoping that there would be a Council Tax Freeze for 2014/2015.  It was reported that there was now a waiting list for stalls to join the Burton market.

77. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 11th & 27th NOVEMBER 2013
Station Road hedges:  It was noted that these had still not been cut.

Transcare Solutions: It was noted that no further correspondence had been received.

Web Provision: Mr Wyatt advised that he was still liaising with Mr Bush with regards to this item.

Beacon Road bin: It was noted that no response had been received from the Borough Council.
78. CLERKS REPORT DATED 2nd DECEMBER 2013

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members commented on the following planning applications:- 

P/2013/01353 Erection of a single storey side extensions and installation of a dormer window to side elevation, Wilwyn South Hill
Members are concerned about the lack of access to the rear of the property and that there is no provision for wheelie bin storage.
P/2013/01390 Erection of a detached dwelling and formation of vehicular access, 72 Beacon Road.
No objections

P/2013/01144 Meadow View
Members strongly object to the proposals.  The proposals differ significantly from the outline planning permission.  The reserved matters application has no consideration on the effect on the neighbouring properties and amenities.  The original scheme had a wider range of properties including four 3 bedroom bungalows and ten three bedroom houses.  The latest plans are contrary to the emerging local plan as follows:-

1 - Bedroom or studio homes: Number required 1. 05, number provided 0

2 - Bedroom for older people: Number required 2.94, number provided 0

2 - Bedroom for singles & couples: Number required 5.88, number provided 0

2 - Bedroom for families: Number required 2.73, number provided 0

3 – Bedroom: Number required 5.67, number provided 1

4 – Bedroom: Number required 2.1, number provided 17

5 – Bedroom: Number required 0.63, number provided 3
Members are concerned that the proposed types of dwellings will create additional vehicles to those in the original scheme.  Members would ask that the application is referred back to the planning committee.
2. PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
3. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY (Clerks Report, Item 3)
It was noted that no one had been forthcoming to fill the vacancy.
4. YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE (Clerks Report, Item 4)
It was noted that two representatives within the age of 14-18 were required to fill the vacancies.
5. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (Clerks Report, Item 5)
The proposed timelines for the referendum were noted and it was agreed that the Parish Council should write and formally request that ESBC re consider the proposed timelines, given that other authorities have undertaken referendum’s in less than half the time of that proposed by ESBC.
Mr Wyatt suggested that a communication to the village on the status of the NHD plan, College Playing fields planning application and land off Knowles Hill be considered.
6. COLLEGE FIELDS PLANNING APPLICATION (Clerks Report, Item 6)
After discussion Mr Sanderson proposed, Mr Adams seconded and it was unanimously moved to write to ESBC and ask that they consider an advocate to represent them at any appeal made by the college.  
It was also agreed to write to ESBC and ask if it is ethical for the Chairman of the planning committee to make proposals, as in the case of the College Fields planning application, it was Cllr Blencowe that proposed the application be approved.

It was agreed that the length of time the proposed appeal was likely to take, along with cost of representation would need to be ascertained before a decision could be made as to if the Parish Council would be in a position to  appoint representation under Rule 6.

7. KNOWLES HILL/ANSLOW LANE (Clerks Report, Item 7)
This item was covered under the report of the County Councillor.

8. PRECEPT

The clerk went through the forecast figures for the 2014/2015 financial year and Cllr B Toon proposed, Cllr Warren seconded and it was moved on a unanimous vote that the precept should be frozen for the 2014/2015 financial year. It was noted that the funding would be made up as follows:-
Precept: £40,339.99

Grant: £3,148.00
9. FLOODING (Clerks Report, Item 8)
Sand bins:  It was agreed to write to Tank Services and express disappointment as to the quality of the sand bins, given that two out of the three purchased in March 2013 had buckled.
Rolleston Flood Warning Service: The clerk read the following email received from Mr Lunt, Environment Agency and it was agreed to ask the EA to create a circular which the Parish Council could then deliver to the houses/streets affected by flooding.
“Along with the flooding issues from surface water that Dave is leading on there were properties flooded from the Rolleston Brook. We have been working to increase the accuracy of our flood warnings as residents on Brookside reported flooding before they received our telephone warning. A study of our warning levels has shown we need to reduce the level at which we issue the warning.  Due to the type of gauge used to issue warnings to Rolleston we do not have a forecast of what the river level is expected to do. This means that we will issue a warning when the river reaches a certain level with the assumption that it will continue to rise and reach the level at which properties flood”. 

“We need to allow residents a reasonable amount of time to protect their property but due to the lack of a forecast there will be occasions when the river level will begin to drop once the warning has been issued. This will be a false alarm when residents receive a warning but do not flood. At the new proposed warning level we would have issued a flood warning to Rolleston on 6 occasions in the last 13 years. We know that the properties have not flooded 6 times in that period but we want to get the balance correct between giving an accurate warning and setting the level so that we do not issue too many false alarms”.

“Are the Parish Council, and affected residents happy with this and understand the reasons why these changes have been made? Note- Residents who are not at risk from flooding directly from the brook can still register for the free flood warning service if they have relatives affected or want to receive the warning to move vehicles, animals etc.”
10. RECREATIONAL (Clerks Report, Item 9)
Shelter: It was agreed that the shelter could be offered to Belvedere Football Club, on the basis of them offering a small donation to a local organisation.  
Playground Inspections:  It was noted that this item was still to be progressed.
11. DEFIBRILLATOR (Clerks Report, Item 10)
It was noted that this item was still to be progressed.
12. FOOTPATH 14 (Clerks Report, Item 11)
Discussion took place on the letter received from Mrs Reilly and it was agreed that Cllr Wyatt would speak to Mrs Reilly and assure them that the aim of the Parish Council was to allow access to prams and members are 
13. PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON THE 2013 REFRESH OF THE JOINT MUNICIPAL WASTE MANAGEMENT STRATEGY FOR STAFFORDSHIRE AND STOKE ON TRENT (2007-2013)

Cllr B Toon gave members an overview of this policy.
14. EAST STAFFORDSHIRE BOROUGH COUNCIL HOUSING CHOICE SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT REVISION OF APPENDIX 1

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
Cllr Davies joined the meeting.
15. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

· Cllr Warren expressed concern that she had heard that the future of the Rollestonian was in doubt.  It was clarified that it was understood that the uncertainty was around the number of willing committee members, rather than a financial one.
· Cllr Toon advised that she had been contacted by residents concerned about the amended plans for Meadow View.
· Cllr Toon advised that she had been contacted with regards to the increase in dog fouling within the village.

· Cllr Davies advised that the potholes down the old part of Marston Lane were horrendous. 

· Cllr Davies asked for progress on the repair of the weir.  The clerk advised that Mr Deacon had been asked to undertake the necessary repair and that Mr Edwards had offered to help him undertake the works.
· Cllr Sanderson shared the wording for the proposed plaque to be placed on the Spread Eagle Island in memory of Kath Kay.  Cllr Haywood proposed, Cllr Warren seconded and it was unanimously moved that the Parish Council support the proposal.

· Cllr Sanderson advised that amongst the members of the Civic Trust was Dr Jacklin who was a specialist in the de silting large areas and he believed that Brook Hollows could be de silted in a fraction of the cost that had been suggested by ESBC.  It was noted that he was going to speak to the Civic Trust at their next meeting to be held on 11th December and a member of the PC was invited to attend.  Cllr Warren agreed to attend the meeting.
· Cllr Sanderson advised that one of the Give way signs on the approach to the chicane on DoveCliff Road was still facing the wrong direction. 
16. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

It was resolved that the invoices below should be paid:-
Mrs H Light



2653

£763.51



(Salary)




HM Revenue & Customs

2654

£62.30


(Tax & NI)

Mrs H Light



2655

£37.60





(Telephone & Internet)

Mr P Gould



2656

£853.33

(Mowing Contract)


Mr J Deacon



2657

£419.84
(Environmental Contract)

Mr J Deacon



2658

£261.00
(Play Areas Contract)

Rainbow Waste



2659

£202.68


(Bin emptying)

16.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)

JRB enterprise 



2660

£195.30



(Dog waste bags)

Mr N Barnett (Barnett Tree Services
2661

£650.00
(Tafflands/Craythorne Woods Trees)

Mr P Gould



2662

£500.00

(Additional mow)

Mr J Deacon



2663

£382.80


(Hawthorne hedging plants size 90-120cm, prepare ground and plant)
Midshire Business Systems

2664

£144.53

(Photocopy charges)
Mrs Warren and Mrs Toon signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.

17. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.

18. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no additional items to be added to the January agenda.

19. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
The Chairman moved that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press are excluded from the meeting.







20. JINNY TRAIL – OLD PLATFORM TREE WORKS
This item was deferred until a decision had been made on the Lottery grant application submitted by TREATS.
21. WILLOW TREES 

Mr Sanderson proposed, Mrs Warren seconded and it was moved on a unanimous vote that the following quotation be approved from Barnett tree services:-
Willow no 1 Crown Reduction 20%

Alder Crown reduction and small crown lift to prevent damage to buses/high side’s vehicles 20%

Willow no 2 Removal of limb above split in order to reduce any further rot and small crown lift 25%

Willow no 3 General tidy up, small reduction in crown 10%
Willow No 4 Removal of large limb obstructing view of give way sign, in order to improve visibility at Burnside/Station Road/Church Road junction 20%
It was noted that whilst the works were undertaken it would be necessary to have a partial road closure in place and the quotation included the cost of a traffic management system controlled by traffic lights and signage. £1575.00
It was also noted that SCC had offered to make a contribution of £500 towards the works.
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