ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2013
PRESENT

Mr J Toon, Chairman

Mr S Adams

Mr R Davies

Mr S Sanderson

Mrs A Haywood
Mrs B. Toon

Mrs C. Warren





Mr J. Wyatt






Mr S Anderson






Mrs H. Light, Clerk

Four members of the public, County Councillor Fraser and a representative from the Burton Mail were in attendance. 
40. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 

Mrs Burton raised a query as to the statement on the planning decision “delegated powers”.  The clerk advised that this meant that the decision had been made by the planning officer.  Mrs Burton expressed concern that Mr Hughes, SCC was looking to gain finance on the back of the proposed Craythorne Lane planning application. The clerk replied that the Parish Council had written to Mr Hughes to state that any works and finance required to alleviate flood issues within the village should be kept separate from any proposed development.
41. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs K Simnett and Mrs S Redgrave
42. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Mr Anderson declared a personal interest in Item 4 College Playing Fields. 
Mr Anderson declared a personal interest in Item 7 ESBC Licensing review.
Mr Adams declared a prejudicial interest in Item 14 Admin support for action groups.
43. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH AUGUST 2013
The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record.
44. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Councillor Fraser advised that he did not have any meetings to report on.
Councillor Fraser advised that in reply to the Parish Councils question “when you were first made aware of the proposals” he was first made aware of the proposals on 17th May and he visited the Council meeting on 7th June with Mr Toon.

45. REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR
Mrs Toon advised that if anyone goes swimming regularly than you can pre purchase a swimming card.  It was suggested that people were advised of this via the Facebook page and village website.
46. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH AUGUST 2013

40:5 The clerk advised that she wrote to First City on 17th August with regards to the quality of the consultation undertaken on the Harehedge lane development and that she had copied Councillor Fraser into the correspondence.
40:11 The clerk advised that she had written to Councillor Fraser on 17th August, but to date had received no response.
40:12 The clerk advised that ESBC had stated that this information would not be available until after 16th September due to annual leave.
40:13 The clerk advised that she wrote to Mr Somerfield on 17th August but that she had received no response.
47. CLERKS REPORT DATED 2ND SEPTEMBER 2013

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members commented on the following applications:-
P/2013/00960 Erection of an attached dwelling and single storey rear extension and construction of vehicular access to existing dwelling, 64 Beacon Road.

Members objected to this application on the grounds of overdevelopment.

P/2013/00931 Formation of a pitched roof over existing garage and porch, 196 Station Road.

Members had no objections to this application.

P/2013/00925 Erection of a replacement detached garage (revised plans received) 128 Walford Road. (The proposed roof has been amended to a standard dual pitch roof had 4 planes previously).

Members had no objections to this application.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report and it was noted that the following decisions had also been made:-

The following applications were refused:-

P/2013/00636 Erection of three detached dwellings, detached triple garage, detached car port and construction of vehicular access, Land at, Craythorne Road.

P/2013/00833 Erection of a front porch and part two storey and first floor front, side and rear extension, 62 Beacon Road.

The following applications were approved:-

P/2013/00804 Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for a minor material amendment for the change of use of agricultural building (including external alterations) to Class B1 (Business) and Class B8 (storage/distribution) without complying with condition 2 if planning permission P/2012/01333 relating to amendments to the approved plans by way of altering opening positions and cladding material, Winterley Lodge, Dovecliff Road.


P/2013/00823 Installation of 2 velux windows, Alder Brook Barn, 62 Church Road.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS (continued)
P/2013/00840 Crown lifting of 1 ash tree by pruning at trunk and removal of 3 lower branches to give a 5.5m clearance above ground level (W3 of TPO1), Newent, Fiddlers Lane.

P/2013/00846 Repositioning of wall to front elevation, Oaks Croft, Church Road.

3. SCC LAND OFF ANSLOW LANE / KNOWLES HILL (Clerks Report, Item 5)
Members discussed the letter received from Councillor Winnington and it was agreed that the Parish Council should reply to him raising several concerns.
4. COLLEGE FIELDS PLANNING APPLICATION (Clerks Report, Item 4)
Mrs Toon advised that the consideration of the application by the planning committee had been deferred at the August meeting as ESBC have now got an independent highways agent to look at it.  She added that it was unlikely that it would be on the agenda for the September committee meeting.
5. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN (Clerks Report, Item 3)
Mr Anderson reported that the Neighbourhood Development Plan is moving forwards really well and that the formal consultation being undertaken by ESBC had now ended. He added that an Independent examiner now needs to be appointed and members of the NHD plan group jointly with ESBC will interview and appoint the examiner who will then consider the plan. Members were advised that 830 responses in support of the plan had been delivered to ESBC by hand.  Mr Adams thanked everyone in the village that had supported the plan.  The Chairman re iterated his vote of thanks.

Members discussed the contents of the letter received from Mr & Mrs Richardson and it was concluded that the clerk should send a suitable response.
6. ESBC SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY / 5 YEAR SUPPLY

Mrs Toon advised that there is currently a 5.3 year supply.

The clerk advised that she had had no response from Mr Somerfield. Discussion took place that criteria for the plan shouldn’t be set if it is a moving target and that the real issue was the capability and capacity of the facilities available.  It was concluded that the methodology currently being used by ESBC isn’t viable and robust and agreed that these representations should be made at the consultation stage of the local plan.

Mrs Toon advised that she had spoken with Julia Jessel, ESBC that morning and they had floated some ideas around with regards to the strategic allocation and the possibility of the strategic allocation being dispursed into other locations.  

Mrs Toon passed the clerk a letter that had been sent to Mr Edwards, Chairman of NHD plan group from Mr Somerfield, ESBC which the clerk read out to the meeting.
7. ESBC CONSULTATION ON LICENSING  ACT POLICY


Mr Anderson declared a personal interest in this item.

It was advised that Mrs Toon was on the Licensing committee and that this was a review of the licensing policies.  Mr Wyatt asked what the biggest changes were within the policy and Mrs Toon replied the increased charges in taxi licenses. 
8. METHODIST CHAPEL (Clerks Report, Item 10)

The clerk read the following email from the Community Right to bid team which had previously been issued to members:-  
“It has been decided that this property does have community value and so East Staffordshire Borough Council would look favourably at listing your Community right to Bid Nomination onto the Local Land Charges Register and Land Registry. As you are aware, this will ensure that should the property be sold by the current owners, your organisation would be informed of this and you will be able to bid for the property. It does not mean that you will have first refusal or be guaranteed as preferred purchasers”.

8. METHODIST CHAPEL (continued)
“However, in order for us to progress your application, we do need further details regarding the owner of the property. We advise that a Land registry search is carried out for the property which can be done here: http://www.landregistry.gov.uk/ As soon as this information has been gathered please send a copy to us at righttobid@eaststaffsbc.gov.uk  Please note that East Staffordshire Borough Council will not be able to assist with the fees that the Land Registry charges for carrying out this search”.


It was agreed that the necessary Land Registry charge search should be undertaken.
9. PARISH COUNCIL ASSETS & RESPONSIBILITIES 
It was noted that the two large planters on the land adjacent to the Spread Eagle Island needed to be added to the list.  It was suggested that a comment should be added to the list with regards to boundary trees and hedges for which the Parish Council are also responsible.

The clerk ascertained that the register of assets has to be submitted to the internal and external auditor on an annual basis as part of the Annual Audit return.

It was resolved that it was not felt necessary for a committee to be formed to undertake inspections of the Parish Councils assets and areas of responsibility.

Mr Sanderson thanked the clerk for compiling the register.

10. ANNUAL PLAY AREA INSPECTIONS (Clerks Report, Item 20)


It was noted that the Tafflands report had now been received.  Mr Wyatt offered to look through all of the reports and make recommendations to the Parish Council as to which works should be undertaken.
11. FLOODING (Clerks Report, Item 12)
Mr Anderson stated that he would stand by what he said at the last meeting, people have their houses flooded as a result of broken pipes and ditches that have not been cleared properly and the Parish Council need to be strong and firm and re iterate that the proposed repairs need to be brought forward.  Mr Adams added that people on Station road are fearful every time it rains.  

It was agreed that a further meeting should be arranged with the agencies and that they should be asked to put forward some suggestions as to where the £35,000 would be best spent, along with the cost of the proposed mitigation schemes.

Mr Anderson asked what the procedures in place were in the event of heavy rainfall. The clerk replied that there were still active flood wardens in designated risk areas, but that the time they were able to offer was variable dependant on what time of day the event happened.  The clerk added that there were now three sand storage bins in prominent areas, which held a supply of sand and empty bags and that these were all currently fully stocked.  She also added that anyone could register free of charge to receive a warning call from the Environment Agency.
12. JINNY NATURE TRAIL (Clerks Report, Item 13)

Members noted the details of the forthcoming meeting with Stretton Parish Council.

The Chairman advised that he had received a copy of a proposal from TREATS and had asked that this be forwarded to the clerk so that it can be considered by members of the Parish Council.  
13. MATRIX FOR APPOINTING CONTRACTORS


Mr Davies produced a draft for consideration which was accepted by members.
14. ADMIN SUPPORT FOR VILLAGE ACTION GROUPS

Mr Adams declared a prejudicial interest in this item and left the meeting room.

It was concluded that this was a difficult situation as it could set precedence for development of any scale that people may be opposed to.  
14. ADMIN SUPPORT FOR VILLAGE ACTION GROUPS

It was discussed that at present the avenue to provide support would be through the NHD plan group who could then approach the Parish Council. It was noted that there were many groups within the village that were self funded including the Civic Trust.
It was agreed that the only way a newsletter/publication could be funded was if it was being sent by the Parish Council.   

15. PARISH COUNCIL WEB PROVISION (Clerks Report, Item 21)


Mr Wyatt advised that he was still to make contact with Mr Bush.
16. MEETING WITH MOWING CONTRACTOR

Planters: Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.  It was added that the watering of the additional planters should be added to the contract when it is revised.
Verge/Bank Knowles Hill:  Mr Adams confirmed that an attempt has been made to cut back the verge.  The clerk clarified that although Mr Gould had suggested that the cutting had only ever been undertaken by Mr Deacon in recent times, the cutting back of the Knowles Hill verge was specified in Mr Gould’s contract.
Station Road verges: Mr Sanderson advised that the nettles were still along Station Road.

Village Gateways: It was added that the watering of the gateways should be added to the contract when it is revised in 2014 for renewal in 2015. 
Rubbish at Craythorne:  It was noted that the type of rubbish being generated was not from the football clubs.
Craythorne Gate: It was noted that the lock on the gate to the entrance of the portacabin was still missing.

Frequency of cuts: It was noted that the last cut was due to take place on 16th September.  Discussion took place around the number of cuts specified within the existing contracts, and the clerk advised that this had already been increased when the contract was last revised.  Mr Sanderson proposed, Mr Anderson seconded and it was moved to proceed with an additional cut at a cost of £500.00.


17.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

· Mrs Toon advised that she had received a complaint with regards to dog fouling (Clerks Report, Item 9)
· It was noted that ESBC had trimmed the overhanging trees on the footway around Brook Hollows.

· Mr Adams suggested that the Parish Council should hold a surgery on a quarterly basis, where people can come and talk to members.
18. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

It was moved that the accounts below should be paid:-

Mrs H Light


2603


£780.96



(Salary)




HM Revenue & Customs

2604


£74.14

(Tax & NI)

Mrs H Light


2605


£37.60



(Telephone & Internet)

Mr P Gould


2606


£853.33

(Mowing Contract)


Mr J Deacon


2607


£419.84
(Environmental Contract)

18. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
Mr J Deacon


2608


£261.00
(Play Areas Contract)

Rainbow Waste


2609


£202.68
(Bin emptying)

JRB Enterprise


2610


£132.90

(Dog Waste Bags)

Blue Cross Centre


2611


£20.00



Mrs H Light


2612


£40.00



(NHD Plan, Consultation evening & meeting)



Mr R Bush


2613


£50.80



(Webmaster)



Mr J Deacon


2614


£189.00



(Invoice 233)



Mr J Deacon


2615


£261.00



(Invoice 232)



Mr J Deacon


2616


£87.00



(Invoice 234)



Cash






£125.03


(Tafflands Float)


2617





Midshire Business Systems

2618


£672.08



(Photocopier Charges)




Mr Gould



2619


£45.00



(Watering of goal mouths)



Mr Wyatt and Mr Sanderson signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.
19. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
· Members noted the details of the complaint received from Mr Shaw.  It was resolved to ask ESBC to come out and put some of their stencilled signs on the pavements.  Mr Wyatt proposed, Mr Davies seconded and it was moved to ask ESBC if the portable CCTV could be placed in problematic areas to catch offenders. (Clerks Report, Item 9)
· Members noted details of an email received from Mr Stenhouse.

· It was agreed to write to Tamworth Borough Council and advise them that we support their motion to admit the position of watchman and his handler to hold Freedom of the Borough of Tamworth.
· Email from ESBC re Topic Paper on Strategic Green gaps. (Clerks Report, Item 6)
· Email from ESBC on Neighbourhood Working Local Priority Setting Event 2013. (Clerks Report, Item 7)
20. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA


There were no items to be added to the next agenda.

21. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
22. SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND (Clerks Report, Item 15)
It was noted that there were some loose roof tiles on the Spread Eagle Bus Shelter.
Mr Sanderson advised that the Acer tree was due to be planted on the Spread Eagle Island.
Mr Sanderson advised that the Spread Eagle Island garden designer’s daughter had recently passed away. It was agreed that a small plaque should be purchased and placed by the Acer tree in memory of Kathryn. It was agreed that a card of condolence should also be sent to Mrs Kay.
It was agreed that a John Downie Crab apple Tree should be purchased to replace the flowering cherry and the flowering cherry be transplanted to the Croft.   It was noted that the spread will only reach about 6mtrs and the height about 10mtrs after ten years; it can also be pruned if needed.  It was noted that it has orange and red fruit in the autumn, it’s a heavy fruiter ideal for Crab apple Jelly and in spring it has white flowers from pale pink buds.  It was agreed that a bare root tree should be purchased for planting in October/November which is the best time for the re planting of the existing tree.
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