ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON
MONDAY 9th SEPTEMBER 2013

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following planning applications have been received for consideration:-

P/2013/00960 Erection of an attached dwelling and single storey rear extension and construction of vehicular access to existing dwelling, 64 Beacon Road.

P/2013/00931 Formation of a pitched roof over existing garage and porch, 196 Station Road.
P/2013/00925 Erection of a replacement detached garage (revised plans received) 128 Walford Road. (The proposed roof has been amended to a standard dual pitch roof had 4 planes previously).
It was necessary to consider the following applications outside of a meeting:-

P/2013/00963 Erection of a single storey front extension and a part single storey, part two storey side extension, 68 The Lawns.

Members object to the proposed application on the grounds of overdevelopment.

P/2013/00955 Conversion of existing garage to form additional living accommodation, 30 Forest School Street

No objection to the proposed development.
2. PLANNING DECISIONS  

The following planning applications have been approved:-
P/2013/00753 Erection of part first floor and two storey side and single storey rear and front extensions, 86 Meadow View.

P/2013/00763 Repositioning of wall to front elevation, installation of a new roof-light to front roof slope and enlargement of one window, and installation of 2 roof-lights to the rear elevation and one window to rear elevation, Meadow Lodge, Church Road.

P/2013/00720 Formation of a new window to the ground floor rear and side elevations, Dovecote Barn, Church Road.

P/2013/00774 Installation of 3 dormer windows to rear elevation to facilitate loft conversion and erection of a detached building to form workshop with storage space above, Two Pins, Hall Grounds.
3. SCC LAND OFF ANSLOW LANE / KNOWLES HILL
The attached letter has been received for reference.

4. COLLEGE FIELDS PLANNING APPLICATION

This application was deferred from the August Planning Committee meeting.

5. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN 

A PC representative on the committee will be invited to update members on the current status of the plan.

6. ESBC SETTLEMENT HIERARCHY / 5 YEAR SUPPLY

The clerk wrote to Mr. Somerfield on 17th August.  To date no response has been received.
7. ESBC CONSULTATION ON LICENSING  ACT POLICY

The attached has been received for consideration.
8. METHODIST CHAPEL

It is understood that a formal response to the application should be received within 8 weeks.  This means that a response should be received by 4th September.
9. PARISH COUNCIL ASSETS & RESPONSIBILITIES
It has been suggested in the past that a committee should be formed to undertake inspections of the Parish Councils assets and responsibilities.  For the benefit of new members, a copy of the Parish Councils assets register and areas of responsibility has been attached for reference.
10. ANNUAL PLAY AREA INSPECTIONS

The annual inspections of Meadow View, Elizabeth Avenue and Craythorne Playing Fields were undertaken on 14th August and due to the dissatisfaction with last year’s inspections have been undertaken free of charge. Attached for consideration are copies of the reports.
The Tafflands Inspection took place on Monday 2nd September and the Inspector was accompanied by Mr Wyatt and the Clerk.  This report will be issued in due course for consideration.

11. FLOODING

The following email has been received from Mr Lunt, Flood Resilience Officer, Environment Agency for consideration:-

As we discussed at the flood surgery and community meetings there is a small theoretical rise in flood levels in Rolleston during an extreme flood event on the River Dove. To mitigate this theoretical risk £35,000 is available as part of the Lower Dove Flood Alleviation Scheme. 

In addition to the River Dove there are a number of other sources of flooding affecting Rolleston and addressing the frequent and disruptive surface water events appeared to be the priority for the community. The funding from the Lower Dove Scheme can be used to mitigate these frequent events rather than being put in to a scheme that will provide theoretical benefit once in approximately 150 years.

This funding is for the community to use as they see fit. Suggestions/ideas have been the hire of a JCB to clear and maintain drainage ditches, purchase of property level protection equipment and flood packs for vulnerable residents during a flood. It could be used as a contribution towards the various schemes/options being developed by Staffs CC. It is for the village to decide what they want, rather than us giving you something we think you might want.   I can confirm that we have secured funding so it might be useful to have a discussion at your next parish council meeting or for the partner organisations to meet if you would like our input. 

The following email has been received from Mr Hughes, Flood Risk Officer, SCC

With regard to the members concerns, I would also be concerned about making things worse by maintaining ditches and I think I have mentioned that before in meetings. This is why I suggested we start downstream. However, I think we can crack on with up and downstream clearance as long as we are careful we do not have this effect. In particular, I would like to look at the possibility of utilising the Meadow View Culvert more efficiently and this may give us the chance to divert some flows away from Beacon Road.

 

As far as speeding up the ditch clearing jobs, I was awaiting news from Andrew Griffiths about the possibility of using a JCB machine, which would save money. We have a suitable machine but I happen to know they are already carrying out works with this machine that should keep them busy for the upcoming month. A machine and driver could probably be hired externally, but this eats up more of the money.

Probably the biggest delay would come from finding out the individual landowners and talking to them and getting their permission. Which is why I forwarded the maps previously, to see if local people could help with this. I have already spoken to Catherine Smith and she is keen to have that ditch cleared. I hope to meet up with Mrs Duffin soon too. Do you know who is responsible for the disused railway itself?
I can assure you that the Beacon Road works are being treated as a matter of urgency. However, we are constrained by the timetables of the grant approval process.

I am also aware that the development at the end of Craythorne might not go ahead, or not go ahead fast enough for our purposes. We are not relying on this happening, as part of the scheme. But it would be remiss of me not to try and seize such opportunities when they arise. Also, by counting any works they might carry out as a contribution, it would increase the likelihood that our overall scheme will progress. Government is placing a strong emphasis on securing external funding toward these schemes.

To that end, it may be a good idea for the Parish to use some of the £35,000 as a contribution toward the scheme. This would need further discussion and depends on what other purposes the Parish want to put the money towards. Thanks.

12. JINNY NATURE TRAIL

A meeting with Stretton Parish Council has been arranged for Monday 16th September. Attached for members is a copy of the agenda and minutes of the previous meeting.
Members of the Highways committee will be invited to update members with the meeting to be organised with TREATS.
13. MATRIX FOR APPOINTING CONTRACTORS
Mr Davies will be invited to update members with regards to this item.
14. ADMIN SUPPORT FOR VILLAGE ACTION GROUPS
Mr Adams asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

15. PARISH COUNCIL WEB PROVISION

Mr Wyatt will be invited to update members with regards to this item.
16. MEETING WITH MOWING CONTRACTOR
Mr Sanderson has made the following report of the meeting held on Thursday 22nd August, between members of the Parish Council and Mr Gould:-

After the meeting with Phil attended by 7 Parish Councillors these are my notes on our discussions and agreements for action. I hope I noted everything:
Watering of Burnside Planters: It was pointed out by Phil that the numbers had increased from 5 to 12 and that as a good will gesture he was watering them all. He was using the tap outside the club as requested. We agreed we would discuss possible change to remuneration to reflect this in full council.
Verge/Bank at the top of Knowles Hill: Only ever cut in recent times by John Deacon - not Phil - using tractor with arm on it. We pointed out it used to be cut well in previous times. Perhaps we need John to do it more frequently?

 

Station Road verge and other verges around village: Problems with nettles that Phil claims are growing out of hedges that are not cut regularly now. Really chicken and egg problem in that grass not cut means nettles spread so less grass cut. Phil agreed to spray to kill nettles. 

 

Playing fields being cut during early evening when football clubs are training: It was agreed that Heidi would notify Phil of all pre-arranged officially booked training sessions and games - Phil equally does not want to clash with them.

 

Riding his mower down the centre of the carriageway during busy periods - Noted by Phil who pointed out the vehicle is taxed and insured to go on the road! Only doing his job.

 

Spread Eagle Island: Grass is uneven due to being a mound - damage caused by blade, so Phil agreed to raise blade higher. Also we agreed that he could cut out a gap of no more than 2 inches of turf from railings edge to allow cutting to take place without damaging railings!

 

Other points raised by Phil:
 

He would like to do a later cut of grass in order to allow bulbs breathing space in spring - this would cost £500.

Consideration be given to planting bulbs nearer to hedges / fences to allow normal grass cutting to continue during bulb growing season.
Village Gate planters bone dry and not looking good. Phil does not want to do this though! Ask John?
Grass cuttings being dumped at the bottom of Knowles Hill by sit on tractor Phil of course removes all of his cuttings. Also happening in other areas in bottoms of hedges. Also on Meadow View. Asked Phil to notify us so action can be taken e.g. letter from Clerk.
Ask all football clubs training on field to vary areas of ground used so that the ground has chance to recover and not get a severe pounding.
Could clubs do litter picking around clubhouse and perhaps paint posts?
Locks not being replaced on car park gates - letter to clubs requesting this happens at all times.

 

We agreed we need to meet on a regular basis - about every 3 months. Heidi to arrange next meeting in late October. Stressed he needed to let us know about any problems he encounters.


17.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  

18. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-

Mrs. H Light


2603


£780.96


(Salary)




HM Revenue & Customs

2604


£74.14
(Tax & NI)

Mrs. H Light


2605


£37.60



(Telephone & Internet)
Mr. P Gould


2606


£853.33
(Mowing Contract)

Mr. J Deacon


2607


TBC
(Environmental Contract)

Mr. J Deacon


2608


TBC
(Play Areas Contract)

Rainbow Waste


2609


TBC
(Bin emptying)

JRB Enterprise


2610


£132.90
(Dog Waste Bags)

Blue Cross Centre

2611


£20.00


Mrs. H Light


2612


£40.00

(NHD Plan)

19. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
· Letter from Cllr Robert Pritchard, Tamworth Borough Council re Regimental mascot.
· Letter from Elizabeth Jones, re an idea for a local café.
· Letter from npower re Willington C Gas Pipeline – submission of application for development consent.
· Email from Shobnall Parish Council following meeting with SCC and Western Relief Road.
· Letter from Mr Green to Planning Inspectorate re ESBC
· Copies of two letters sent by Mr Green, to Mr Somerfield, ESBC.
· The following communication from Mr Martin re Willow trees:-

I quote from the late Don Coxon’s booklet “Walking through the History of Rolleston on Dove” -

“The majestic weeping willows which line the brook are not as old as they may appear. It is understood that in 1953 Rollestonians had money left over from the end-of-war celebrations and it was decided to improve the appearance of the brook to celebrate the coronation of Elizabeth II. I was temporarily working for a nearby landscape gardener at the time and my first job was to help in their planting. I can remember admiring our efforts from the bar of the Spread"!”.  The late Mick Bradbury also had a similar reason for the planting.
· Communication from Mrs Calder, whose 14 year old daughter is interested in becoming a Youth Representative.  Mrs Calder has been advised that the Parish Councils standing orders state that a Youth Representative must be between 16 and 18 years of age.

· The following communication has been received from Mr Shaw, Twentylands Resident:-  
Reference Dog Fouling- Twentyland Island/Grassed Area     Regrettably I have to make a report to you & the Parish Council over the matter of Dog Fouling.  Today it has been noticed that the pavement adjacent to the grassed island area of Twentylands has been fouled by dog(s).   I would be obliged if you could bring this to the attention of the Rolleston Parish Council and instigate some action to help overcome this problem.  Perhaps a suggestion be made that the PC consider the possibility of installing some Notices to deter this activity if the PC finds this 


appropriate, possibly by lamp post notices and/or notices on the island itself.

 

I look forward to your reply and the support of the PC in this matter and to hope that this activity can be dis-couraged & curtailed.

20. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Members will be invited to submit items for the October agenda. 
21. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Registration of Footpath 18, Cinder Hill sub Station, 
The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press are excluded from the meeting.






2nd September 2013
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