ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 8th JULY 2013
PRESENT

Mr J Toon, Chairman

Mr S Adams

Mr R Davies

Mrs A Haywood

Mrs S Redgrave

Mr S Sanderson

Mrs K Simnett

Mrs B. Toon

Mrs C. Warren





Mr J. Wyatt






Mr S Anderson






Mrs H. Light, Clerk


Twenty nine members of the public were in attendance. 
25. PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 

Mr Fitton advised that he had seen the recent Rollestonian article with regards to Brook Hollows and asked the following question “If he could assemble some people to do it on a voluntary basis could they undertake the work”.  It was verified that it was the de silting that was the major issue above the weir on the far side of the lake (upper part) and that Brook Hollows was owned by the Borough Council and therefore any work would need to be done after consultation with them.  The clerk offered to forward Mr Mason’s contact details to Mr Fitton. Mr Adams added that anyone with concerns about the upkeep of Brook Hollows should contact ESBC. 

PC Wood introduced himself to the meeting as the Police Officer who had now been assigned to look after Rolleston.  He advised that he has been a police constable for 28 years, 10 of which he has looked after Stretton and that for the last two years he has been working on Operation Enigma which had progressed to Operation Nemesis.  PC Wood advised that he will look after Tutbury, Rolleston and Anslow and will be supported by PCSO Hardware and PCSO Wells.
26. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
27. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


There were no declarations of interest.
28. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH & 17TH JUNE 2013

The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record subject to the following amendment:-
24:4 Mr Wyatt asked for clarification in the minutes that the PC strongly object to the application and the agreement to accept the proposed S106 agreement had only been made so that the village received something should the application be approved.

29. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
Councillor Fraser submitted his apologies for the meeting.
30. REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR
Councillor Toon advised that at the afternoon’s planning committee meeting the following applications had been approved:- Guinevere Avenue, Stretton 100 houses, Outwoods 950 houses and Land South of Branston 660 houses.

Mr Sanderson thanked the clerk for presenting the Parish Councils objections to the Outwoods proposals at the planning committee meeting.
31.   MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 10TH & 17TH JUNE 2013


There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meetings.
32. CLERKS REPORT DATED 1ST JULY 2013

1. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY

Mr Anderson presented himself to the meeting and advised that he would like to stand as a Parish Councillor. The clerk read a series of questions to Mr Anderson and asked him to confirm that he was still eligible to stand.  Mr Adams proposed, Mrs Haywood seconded and it was moved on a majority vote that Mr Anderson be co opted to stand.  Mr Anderson signed his declaration of acceptance of office and joined the meeting. 

2. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members commented on the following planning applications:-
P/2013/00735 Erection of a single storey rear extension, 230 Station Road.

No objections.

P/2013/00763 Repositioning of wall to front elevation, installation of a new roof light to front roof slope and enlargement of one window to the front elevation and one window to the rear elevation. Meadow Lodge, Church Road.

No objections.
P/2013/00753 Erection of part first floor and two storey side and single storey rear and front extensions, 86 Meadow View.

No objections, members support the proposals which are ascetically pleasing.
P/2013/00774 Installation of 3 dormer windows to rear elevation to facilitate loft conversion and erection of a detached building to form workshop with storage space above, Two Pins, Hall Grounds.

Members objected to the application on the grounds that they did not feel that sufficient information was provided with regards to the proposed use of the detached workshop to be able to make an informed decision.
P/2013/00720 Formation of a new window to the ground floor rear and side elevations, Dovecote Barn, Church Road.

No objections.

Tutbury Road/Harehedge Lane consultation:  Mr Sanderson proposed and it was moved on a majority vote that the Parish Council object to the proposals. For the purpose of the public, it was reiterated that the consultation was due to take place Outwoods Primary School, 4pm – 8pm, Monday 15th July and that a meeting scheduled for the Parish Council had been rescheduled in order to allow members to attend.
3. PLANNING DECISIONS  

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
4. SCC LAND OFF ANSLOW LANE / KNOWLES HILL (Clerks Report, Item 3)
Mr Sanderson proposed that the Parish Council object in principle to any development on this land. Mr Adams seconded and it was moved on a majority vote.

It was agreed that the Parish Council should send written communication to Mr Griffiths, MP as he had campaigned to save County Farms.
Mr Adams read the following transcript that had been made by SCC in December 2011:- (Appendix 2 Transcript of part of SCC Cabinet Meeting 21st December 2011)
Philip Atkins (Leader of the Council) "The next item on the agenda is Policy Review of County Farms Fixed Term Tenancies.....I am not a County Farm tenant so I have not got a financial or prejudicial interest in this but I am a farmer. I would just like to make plain that I have picked up in the agricultural side of the press that when they saw a review of County Farms they thought we were selling them. No we are not.

Mark Winnington (Cabinet Member for Environment and Assets) stated "Staffordshire has no plans to sell County Farms"

It was agreed to write to both Mr. Atkins and Mr. Winnington.

Mr. Adams proposed, Mr. Davies seconded and it was moved on a majority vote that a newsletter should be issued to the whole village as soon as possible to make them aware of the current development proposals.

Mr Hannibal asked what stage the NHD plan was at.  The clerk replied that it was on the agenda to be discussed later in the meeting, but that it was envisaged that it would be formally submitted to ESBC within the next few days and them asked to undertake the formal 6 week consultation.

Mr White asked what the position was with regards to the 5 year land supply.  The clerk replied that ESBC had recently issued a document stating that they only had a 4.6 year supply.

Mr Ridgwick asked what the position was with regards to the ownership of the buildings and land where the School is currently sited as he understood that they were transferred when the school joined the foundation trust.  The clerk advised that she had written to the co operative asking what the position was, but that to date she had not received a response.

Mr Toon read the following email which had been received from the Chair of Governors received on 

Monday 8th July.

“We did discuss the 'proposal' briefly at the Governors meeting last week.  The 'proposal' was news to some but not to most. Various views/opinions were expressed around the number of school places needed, where it would be located, the number of houses associated with the site and the impact on the local community”.

“There were more questions than there were answers, of which we could not answer as there has been no formal proposal, process or consultation.  At this stage without any plans or proposals the Governors felt there would be little gained from discussing further until such time that there is something more substantial to consider”.

“I appreciate this is not decisive, however until there is more to consider further discussion would be premature and may prove to be irrelevant if proposals do not come forward.  I have asked the Council to keep us informed of developments, particularly as we are entering the school holidays.  As soon as I have more I'll let you know.”  
5. COLLEGE FIELDS PLANNING APPLICATION (Clerks Report, Item 4)
Mrs Toon advised that as far as she understood the application would be considered on 22nd July.  Mr Adams proposed, Mr Davies seconded and it was moved on a majority vote that the Parish Council ask for the application to be deferred to a later meeting as members were not available to make representation at the July meeting.
6. NHD PLAN (Clerks Report, Item 6)
Mr Davies proposed, Mr Adams seconded and it was moved on a majority vote that the Parish Council makes the Screening Determination.
7. METHODIST CHAPEL (Clerks Report, Item 9)
The clerk read the following email that had been received from Rev Poole.
“Thanks for your enquiries regarding the Methodist Church in Rolleston on Dove. I can offer you an update, but I'm afraid at the moment things are a bit vague:  In May this year the members of the chapel made a decision to close the chapel, and the end of August was suggested as a possible date for this to happen. However, before the decision to close becomes official our District Policy Committee has to carry out an enquiry. If they are satisfied that there is a good case for closing the chapel then permission also has to be sought from our District Synod (which doesn't meet until September). It is very unlikely that permission to close will be refused, but having to adhere to this protocol means we are unsure at the moment about exactly when the closure will take place, but it will probably later than the end of August”.

 

“No decisions have yet been made regarding what will happen to the building following the closure of the chapel but Connexional policy is that our redundant buildings are put on the market and sold to the highest bidder. Like you we would like Rolleston Chapel to continue to be used for the benefit of the village and so we are making enquiries with our Property Division about what options we have and how that might be achieved”.

 

“When we are clearer on these points, hopefully in a week or two, we will be in touch again. It might be good at that stage for some of our circuit stewards and representatives of the Parish Council to meet and discuss matters in a bit more detail”.

The clerk advised that she had acknowledged receipt of the correspondence and it was agreed that members would welcome a meeting to discuss matters in further detail.
8. MEADOW VIEW FLOODING (Clerks Report, Item 10)
It was agreed that SCC should be chased for a response.  Mr Anderson advised that following the recent heavy rainfall, it had not been flooding like it had done in the past but that the culvert had been high with water.
9. ORCHARD MAINTENANCE

Mr Sanderson proposed and it was unanimously agreed that we ask Mr Deacon to undertake the cutting of the orchard on an ad hoc basis.  
Mr Wyatt proposed and it was unanimously agree that we convene a meeting with Mr Gould re grass cutting concerns, including the times of day that the public open spaces are cut.

10. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS (Clerks Report, Item 32)
Mrs Toon proposed and it was unanimously agreed to source quotations for the replacement of the two kissing gates with self closing gates and for a double step stile to be installed on the entrance to Craythorne Playing Fields.

Discussion took place that some trimming back needed undertaking by the entrance to Craythorne Woods from Craythorne Playing Fields and that it had been suggested that a working party could undertake this work. 
11. ROLLESTON VILLAGE COUNTRY GALA 2013 – CLASS SPONSORSHIP

Mr Wyatt proposed, Mr Sanderson seconded and it was moved on a majority vote that the Parish Council make a donation of £50.00 towards the event.
12. BUS SHELTERS (Clerks Report, Item 11)
Church Road: It was agreed to write again and make reference that it was the second time of writing as no response had been received to the previous correspondence.  Mr Anderson suggested that the tone of the letters should be changed.
Station Road:  The clerk advised that she had received a drawing for a brick built shelter which she had forwarded to two potential contractors for quotation.  It was agreed to chase Councillor Fraser for a grant application form.
13. MATRIX FOR APPOINTING CONTRACTORS (Clerks Report, Item 16)
Mr Davies advised that he had a document that he needed to condense and when he had an opportunity to do so he would make the amendments and circulate it to members for consideration.

14. ESBC CONSULTATION – STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
Mr Davies raised concern about Item 5.0 Parish Council Consultation (Appendix 3)."All Parish and Town Councils in the Borough are notified of planning applications in their areas, in accordance with Article 13 of the Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995".  Which does not actually state that "when the determining the application the the authority shall take into account any representations received from the council of the parish or community" which is also specified in Article 13 of the Town and Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995.

It was agreed to write to ESBC and raise concern with the item.

15. GREAT EXPECTATIONS – A CELEBRATION OF ADVENT IN TREES AND GARLANDS

My Wyatt agreed to take on this item and it was agreed that in order to “save a tree” the Parish Council would make use of Mr Wyatt’s offer to use his own artificial tree.
16. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Mr Toon read the following statement from Mr Martin, Chairman of the Allotment Society which had been received in response to a newspaper article in the Burton Mail:- 
“Rolleston on Dove Allotment Society has held the site since 1976 on a series of 5-year leases from East Staffordshire Borough Council. It is recognised as a “non-statutory” site, i.e. land with a long-term alternative use”.

16. COUNCILLORS REPORTS (continued)
“At the end of 2011 ESBC decided that legally it had to transfer all statutory sites to the lowest tier of local government, i.e. Parish Councils. As a non-statutory site the Rolleston Allotments remained an exception with a direct lease from the Council. There is no doubt that ESBC will have no interest or obligation to find alternative land when they require the site back”.

“The present lease expires on 21st March 2016. The lease also contains a provision that the agreement may be terminated – “By re-entry by the Council at any time after giving 12 months previous notice in writing expiring at any time to the Tenants on account of the said land or any part thereof being required for the purpose of the Council’s Rolleston Cemetery.”

“About 4 years ago we were informed that the Council would not require the return of any land for the next 20 years and we have continued to invest in the site on that basis.  The Society has registered the long-term need for replacement land with the Parish Council which has agreed to keep this in mind as opportunities arise.”
“The present site is about 1.2 acres. There are 41 active plot holders, all from Rolleston, and usually a waiting list. This is obviously well in excess of the legal requirement for the Parish Council to take into consideration “a representation in writing by any six registered parliamentary electors or rate payers”.

· It was noted that the Banks had been cut along Brookside and the grass had been left to go in the Brook.
· It was noted that there had been an increase in minor crime in the village.

· It was suggested that Mr Gould should be asked not to ride his lawnmower down the highway during morning traffic.

· It was noted that whilst a large amount of patching works had take place along Beacon Road, there was still a lot of potholes along Anslow Lane and Station Road.

· It was agreed to ask the supplier of the flowering Cherry on the Spread Eagle Island to have a look at it with a view to him suggesting what is happening to it.  It was noted that it had been subject to black fly and had been sprayed on two occasions.  It was added that the rest of the Island was now maturing nicely and that the Civic Trust had now taken delivery of the Acer tree which would be planted in cooler, moister weather.

· Mrs Simnett advised that she had been contacted by a Stretton resident with regards to some land ownership, and she had recommended they contact Stretton Parish Council.

· It was reported that there had been an increase of Youths around Tafflands, often late into the evenings.  The clerk advised that if activity deemed to be anti social was taking place then it should be reported as it is taking place on 101 which is the non emergency number for the police.

· Mr Adams advised that he had received a complaint about the gate on the entrance to Elizabeth Avenue Play Area which snaps shut.

· Footpath 14 – the clerk advised that SCC were responsible for cutting back the nettles along the section of path leading from Beacon Road, but that she had asked Mr Gould to strim them back as he has done so in the past. 

· Elizabeth Avenue Hedge, it was noted that whilst an attempt had been made to cut the hedge, it still encroached onto the footway and agreed that SCC should be asked to enforce the cutting back of the hedge if necessary.

· Concern was raised that the Football pitches were being cut at unsuitable times and it was suggested that Mr Gould should be asked to cut them during school hours during term time.

· The clerk advised that she had also received a complaint from Rolleston Football Club about the time that the football pitches were being cut. 

· It was reported that there seemed to be an influx of youths on mopeds who had been seen without helmets and driving close to cars, trying to intimidate them into going faster.  It was agreed to refer this item to PC Wood.

· It was reported that the land adjacent 2 Marston Lane had now been sold and that it was very overgrown. 

17. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-

Mrs. H Light


2576

£784.28

(Salary)




HM Revenue & Customs
2577

£76.15

(Tax & NI)
17. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
Mrs. H Light



2578

£36.24




(Telephone & Internet)

Mr. P Gould



2579

£913.33


(Mowing Contract)


Mr. J Deacon



2580

£410.00
(Environmental Contract)

Mr. J Deacon



2581

£216.00
(Play Areas Contract)

Rainbow Waste


2582

£202.68
(Bin emptying)

FOJORPS



2583

£150.00

(Donation towards Community Day)

Thomas Fattorini Ltd


2584

£52.05

(Chairman’s Badge)

Mrs. H Light



2585

£60.00

(NHD plan work)

Mr. R Bush



2586

£40.00

(Webmaster)

Mr J Deacon



2587

£117.00

(Various)

18. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
19. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Mr Wyatt asked for the Parish Councils Web provision to be added to the next agenda. 
20. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Mrs Toon proposed, Mrs Redgrave proposed and it was moved on a majority vote that the Spread Eagle Meeting room be removed from the unresolved matters from previous meetings.
The Chairman moved that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press are excluded from the meeting.







21. DEPARTING CHAIRMAN’S GIFT (Clerks Report, Item 30)
It was moved to purchase an engraved paperweight for Mr Edwards and to make a donation to an animal charity. 

22. QUOTATION FOR BINDING OF MINUTE BOOKS

It was moved to accept the quotation of £93.00 + V.A.T per volume for the minute book binding to be bought up to date
23. REPAIR OF GOAL MOUTHS

It was moved to accept Mr Gould’s quotation of £420.00 to repair both of the goal mouths on the middle football pitch at Craythorne Playing Fields.  It was noted that this quotation included the rental and insurance for the security fencing for a period of one month.
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