ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON
MONDAY 13th May 2013

1. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY

There is currently a casual vacancy, for which a suitable candidate can be co-opted at this meeting.

Following Mr Chinn’s resignation a casual vacancy notice has been published.  Providing there is no call for an election, a candidate can be co-opted after 19th May to fill the vacancy.  As Mr Edwards has advised that he will be standing down after the election of a new Chairman, subject to the necessary vacancy notice being publicised, there will be a need for a further co-option at the June Parish Council meeting.
2. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following planning applications have been received for consideration:-

P/2013/00429 Outline application for the erection of 950 dwellings, primary school and children’s day nursery, 5,000 square metres retail, health centre and community facilities, associated open space, landscape, drainage, play areas including the demolition of 92, 94, 142 & 144 Beamhill Road and agricultural buildings at Green Acres and Upper Outwoods Farm, Land at Upper Outwoods Farm, Beamhill Road.

P/2013/00358 15% crown reduction of 1 Acer to include removal of branches below 2.6m, 20% crown reduction/lifting of laurel tree, felling of 1 prunus tree and reduction in height by 2.5m of 14 leylandi trees forming a hedge, Winton, Hall Grounds.

P/2013/00431 Crown lifting by up to 3m of 1 holly tree (TPO No 1), Winton, Hall Grounds.

Application No. ES.13/03 - Change of use from agricultural land to a 9 wicket square and outfield for use by Rolleston Cricket Club at Land off Dovecliffe Road, Rolleston on Dove, Burton on Trent
The relevant documents are available on the Staffordshire Planning web page www.staffordshire.gov.uk/planning - ‘Find a current application’, enter the application reference number, click Search and click on the ‘Documents’ tab.

 

It is anticipated at this stage that the application will be determined by the Director for Place & Deputy Chief Executive under the Scheme of Delegation, or by the Planning Committee prior to the deadline of 29 July 2013.  
3. PLANNING DECISIONS  

The following planning applications have been approved:- 

P/2013/00165 Erection of a part two storey part single storey rear extension, alterations to existing outbuilding, formation of a new terrace to the south including a new retaining wall and steps, erection of a porch and installation of new doors and windows to the side elevation, 232 Station Road.  

P/2013/00249 Crown thinning by 25% of 1 Copper Beech Tree (T200 of TPO1), 30 Hall Road.

P/2013/00280 Felling of 1 Scots Pine Tree, Rolleston Rectory, Church Road.  

P/2013/00335 Felling of 1 Apple tree, 1 Cherry tree & 1 Eucalyptus tree, Land adjoining 4 Marston lane.  

P/2013/00299 Felling of 1 Holly Tree, The Black and White Cottage, Chapel Lane

P/2013/00293 Felling of one Scots Pine Tree (W17 of TPO 1 ), Caernarvon House, Hall Grounds

P/2013/00258 Formation of a new vehicular access including dropped kerb, 52 Station Road. 

P/2013/00304 Erection of a single storey front extension, The Old Hall, Hall Grounds.

4. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Mr Edwards has circulated the following report on the meeting held between members of the NHD Plan group and Officers from ESBC on 25th April 2013.  This meeting was also attended by Mr Draper, DCLG and Mr Bowden, Navigus Planning Ltd:-

“The Neighbourhood Development Plan steering group met the ESBC Policy Team last week to discuss issues ESBC had with the Plan…..their view was rather dictatorial in that they were insisting that the strategic allocation of 100 houses on the college site was needed to ensure that a reasonable sum of money could be given to the parish council for improved infrastructure. It was pointed out that the results of our consultations within the village clearly indicated that the village did not want a single large estate building and especially not one on the college field”. 

“A suggestion was made by the group that if we identified sites for 100 houses that were deliverable within the village would ESBC refuse the college’s application……Anna Miller. Policy Team Leader said her “fear” was that if we did identify 100 additional sites the chances were that the college field would be approved and so would applications for the sites that we identified”.

“When asked if they would reduce the number of houses on the college site by the 37 houses that were either under construction or had a current planning permission on or subsequent to 1st April 2012 as we had been told by Glenn Jones, ESBC Principal Planning Officer Policy, that these houses would come off our total allocation we were told no……theses houses would be classed as windfalls”. 

“In the Preferred Options document Rolleston was allocated 25 windfalls so before the Plan period really starts Rolleston already has one and a half times the number of allocated windfalls.  The group advised ESBC that they did not appear to be embracing Localism as we understood it. We believed that the community was being empowered by the government to determine how their area would evolve but ESBC are determined not to allow this to happen instead they are insisting that they identify which sites should be developed”.

“At this meeting was a representative from DCLG and after the meeting he suggested that we lobby our MP to get ESBC to rethink its position on Localism as he said their interpretation was not what had been intended when it was introduced. I have written to Andrew Griffiths and am awaiting a reply”.

“The Neighbourhood Plan steering group met on the evening of the meeting with ESBC and decided that they could not revise the Plan in line with ESBC requirements which were to include the college field complete with its strategic allocation of 100 houses instead of the sites that had been determined through meaningful consultation with the community. It was also agreed to submit the Plan as it stands, with minor revisions and to include a Preface which explains the dispute the parish council has with ESBC regarding Rolleston being classified as a Strategic Village due to inaccurate claims”.

5. COLLEGE FIELD – S106 AGREEMENT

The following has been received from James Malkin, ESBC for consideration:- 

We have received further highway information in relation to the above scheme which can be viewed on the following link: - http://www2.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/MVM/Online/dms/DocumentViewer.aspx?PK=622196&SearchType=Planning%20Application
As you will also be aware the LPA have been supplied with a final list of the S106 contributions which the College are willing to pay and these are as follows: -

5. COLLEGE FIELD – S106 AGREEMENT (continued)

1) Provision of public open space.

2) Public open space maintenance sum: £60,000 (payable by the developer)

3) Play equipment / parish room: £50,000 (payable on the sale of the land by the College to a developer). Payable to the parish council or the Borough Council.

4) Highways contribution: £50,000 (payable on the sale of the land by the College to a developer)

5) Sport England contribution to be used on financing changing facilities at the Craythorne Road sports field: £150,000 (subject to a claw-back of any unused moneys after 5 years). Payable by the developer at the start of the development unless the developer negotiates the construction of changing facilities costing the equivalent to a sum of £150,000 (to Sport England / Borough Council / Parish Council standards).

6) Education contribution: £535,062 (payable on the sale of the land by the College to the developer)

7) Affordable housing at 15%: i) 7 affordable houses on-site to a mix agreed with the Council, ii) The payment of a commuted sum equivalent to 8 dwellings in the inner urban area of Burton – SPD formula: £58,400 per dwelling at December 2010 prices.

8) Provision of or financial contribution towards provision of refuse containers (to be provided by Developer).

I would be grateful if the Parish Council could supply any additional comments they may have following this receipt of this information within 14 days of the date of this email.
6. METHODIST CHAPEL

The Clerk has sought the following advice from Locality:- 

They have recommended two routes, one that we approach the Methodist Chapel commissioners and ask if they would be willing to lease or sell the building direct to the Parish Council or we make a formal Right to Bid application, which would mean that we would nominate the Methodist Chapel as a Community Asset.  Application forms should be available on ESBC website, or alternatively a written application can be submitted to ESBC.  It would have to be the PC that makes the nomination, although it would not have to be the PC who takes the application forward should it be successful.  ESBC would then have 8 weeks to consider the application.  If it is agreed, the building would go on a public register, land registry is notified etc. and it would remain on the listing for 5 years.  If it is put up for sale a moratorium 6 months is put in place in which we would have a Right to bid, not a right to buy.  The clerk was advised that there was nothing preventing us from doing both of the above simultaneously.

 

It was also said that in the past "Methodist have proved remarkably unwilling as the internal bureaucracy is complex and will argue that they are not allowed to transfer/sell buildings below the market value".  This is not the case, and there was a ruling 3 -4 years ago, in which it has been said that they are allowed to do so, as long it is "furthering Christian aims".

 

There are currently "Community Assets and services grants available through Social Investment Business" Pre-Feasibility grants of £5-10k designed to help buy in support e.g. business plans, professional fees for valuations etc.  Phase 2 of the grants feasibility.  There is 2 years left for these grants to run, and you can apply for both phase 1 and phase 2 grants.  REF CR-0313-04334.  http://mycommunityrights.org.uk/my-community-rights.  

A copy of the relevant application form has been circulated to members for reference. 
7. JINNY NATURE TRAIL

The attached letter and proposal has been received from Mr Irwin for consideration:-

The following email was sent to Mr Wyatt from Rosemary & Clive Baker:-

“We've been working on clearing the Jinny trail of brambles and wondered if there is any chance the Parish Council would be prepared to fund some weed killer? Would be pleased to meet you at the trail to show you progress (or you may have visited) we’ve have received many positive comments from people whilst clearing the site”.

The following email has been received from Clive Baker:-

“I have been to the old station site this afternoon and note that 9 more capping stones have been removed from the platform wall and strewn on the ground. This latest vandalism has occurred in the same position as 2 months ago when the PC arranged for the stones to retrieved and stored safely”. 

  

“I understand that although the subject of the old station site was on the agenda for the April meeting of the PC, no discussion took place.  Since the sign was erected, a number of residents have shown interest in the site and, as you know, the one working party was well supported.   A South Hill resident expressed concern for the neglected area at the bottom of her garden. I am anxious that this opportunity to make tidy and add an amenity to our village is not lost”. 

8. ANNUAL RETURN FOR YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2013
Attached is a copy of the year end accounts and annual governance statement which needs to be completed by members.  A copy of the Parish Councils Assets register is also attached for consideration.  The clerk has asked Zurich Municipal to review the Parish Councils insurance based on the assets register.
9. SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND

Mr. Gould has expressed concern about the mowing of the grass around the railings due to potential damage caused to the railings by his mower.  He has requested that members allow the use of weed killer around the parameter.
Mrs Warren has suggested that to help with maintenance the purchase of bark would help considerably.  It is understood that for 100 sq. metres. = 2.5 m3, bark can be purchased for £180.
10. CRITERIA FOR MAKING DONATIONS

It was agreed that Mr Wyatt would draft a policy for consideration at this meeting.
11. REQUEST FOR DONATION - FOJORPS

The attached request has been received for consideration.
12. SHELTER

It is understood that Rolleston Club have expressed an interest in the shelter for use within their bowling green area.  The shelter has been in storage for over 12 months, and no interest has been shown in it from any other parties.
13. BUS SHELTER, CHURCH ROAD

The following response has been received from Paul Costiff, Head of Built Environment, ESBC:-

Thank you for your email and letter to Michael Hovers dated 13th April, outlining the complaint Rolleston on Dove Parish Council has with the bus shelter on Church Road.  I will respond to the specific concerns as listed in the letter.  
 Location: The shelter is located to serve the bus stop, which in turn serves members of the public using public transport to visit the Borough Council’s cemetery.  Therefore the location is appropriate.  If you have an issue with the location of the bus stop, you should take this specific matter up with Staffordshire County Council.  Similarly, the lack of a metalled access relates to the bus stop, not the bus shelter.  In terms of visibility, the shelter does not compromise any requirements of the highways authority.   
13. BUS SHELTER, CHURCH ROAD (continued)
Aesthetics: The bus shelter is designed to serve a basic purpose.  A more elaborate design, such as a timber or brick shelter with tiled roof is not justified and would cost the public more money.
Lack of consultation: East Staffordshire Borough Council does consult on local projects, and we have a strong track record that supports this fact.  However, I do not believe this is a local matter.  Users of the facility could be anyone in East Staffordshire or even people who live in other local authorities coming to visit the cemetery.   Given the scale of the required consultation exercise compared to the scale of the work (being the erection of a bus shelter next to a bus stop), I believe the decision not to consult was sound.
Therefore, we will not be removing the bus shelter as it presents no unnecessary risks, but will serve the residents of East Staffordshire and the wider community.  If the parish can put forwards a case for a bus stop shelter in Rolleston, we would of course listen to what you have to say, and decide if such a request was justified.
If you remain dissatisfied with my response, and wish to pursue a complaint, please write to Peter Davies, Democratic Services and Resilience Planning Manager, (copied into the email).  Peter will then arrange for your complaint to go to the next stage in the complaints procedure.
14. EMERGENCY PLAN

Mr Reid, ESBC attended the April 2012 Parish Council meeting to discuss Emergency Planning.  Following the meeting, members agreed that they would like to undertake a plan for Rolleston.  This item has not progressed and the attached letter has been received from Mr Reid.
15. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  

16. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

It was necessary to pay for the following items outside of a meeting:-

Talbot Turf Supplies Ltd 


2533

£61.68

(Turf for Spread Eagle Island)

Pitts Presentation Products Ltd

2534

£447.74

(Noticeboards for 2 x bus shelters)

Karin Kay



2535

£77.00

(Plants for Spread Eagle Island)

Mr. B Edwards



2536

£248.39
The following invoices have been received for payment:-

Mrs. H Light



2537

£744.40
(Salary)




HM Revenue & Customs


2538

£49.46
(Tax & NI)

Mrs. H Light



2539

£29.43



(Telephone & Internet)

16. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)

Mr. P Gould



2540

£833.33

(Mowing Contract)

Mr. J Deacon



2541

£410.00
(Environmental Contract)

Mr. J Deacon



2542

£225.00

(Play Areas Contract)

Rainbow Waste



2543

£202.68
(Bin emptying)
Dominic Stone (Bottle Kiln Design)
2544

£4,725.00

(Spread Eagle Island)

The Crystal Studio


2545

£29.50

(Rollestonian of the Year Award)

Mr. B Edwards



2546

£115.50

(Concrete/Cement)

Leander Architectural


2547

£728.40

(Orchard & Croft sign)

Mr. R Bush



2548

£50.80

(Web fees)

JRB Enterprise



2549

£132.90

(Dog Waste Bags)

Navigus Planning Ltd


2550

£399.90

(Neighbourhood Development Plan)

Mrs. H Light



2551

£50.00

(NHD plan)

Zurich Municipal



2552

£2885.04

(Insurance 2013/2014)

Mr J Deacon



2553

£207.00

(Re felt St. Road bus shelter / erect noticeboards in St Rd & Spread Eagle bus shelter)

Mr J Deacon



2554

£261.12

(2 ½ hrs. watering Spread Eagle / Weir repair Spread Eagle / Installation and filling of sand containers)

 Mr. J Deacon



2555

£936.00

(Labour for The Croft, Posts)

Blue Cross Centre


2556

£100.00

(Minute 109:13)
17. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Letter from SCC advising that the Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Joint Waste Plan 2010-2016 Development Plan was adopted by SCC on 15th March 2013 and Stoke on Trent City Council on 21st March 2013.
The following correspondence has been received from Cheryl Maxim, ESBC:-

As you know we usually have a forum in May to update members on the progress of the action plans and sharing best practice. This year there will not be a forum, instead we will focus on the November event when the priorities for the next period will be set. We will be posting project updates on the web site and we will let you know as soon as they are available to view.
The following correspondence has been received from Mary Lee, Community Highways Liaison Manager:-

Due to electoral boundary changes, some of the Community Highway Liaison Team have taken on new areas within Staffordshire County. As part of the changes, I am now the CHLO for the Parish of Rolleston on Dove.  I am looking forward to working with you and your Parish Councillors, I will offer as much support as I am able to and I am always on the end of the phone if you should have any issues which you think I might be able to help with.

I work out of the Highways Depot, Trent Valley Road, Lichfield and as such am not too far away should you need my assistance.  As you may know, The Neighbourhood Highway Teams work with communities to improve the non-statutory highway maintenance service. The project was set up in response to increasing demands from local communities, predominantly Parish Councils, for 'low priority' highway maintenance work such as cleaning, painting trimming and cutting. Requests for this kind of work had received a slow response and as such customer’s satisfaction levels were low.

To help tackle these issues, the Neighbourhood Highway Teams were redesigned during 2008/2009. The new innovative approach to deal with the demands on the service were enthusiastically received.   The Neighbourhood Highway Team concept is now administered day to day through the continuous engagement of the Community Highway Liaison Officers and local community representatives, this continuous engagement is the key to its continuing success.

The next visit of the Local Highways Team to your Parish will be during week commencing the 29th July 2013.  If you have suggestions of works that are within the capabilities of the Crew or would like to discuss works options, please feel free to contact me at anytime.

The following has been received from Staffordshire Parish Councils Association: - Councillor Training Course
Due to the number of requests that we have received, we are now having a re-run of the councillor training course.  The condensed introduction gives an overview of a Parish and Town Council, including the following topics:

 ·         Profile of an active Parish and Town Council, Councillors and Chairman

·         The role of the Clerk

·         The Council as an Employer and the Law

·         Administrive Duties, Council Budgets and Precepts, Vat and Audit

·         Agendas

17. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED (continued)
·         Tools of Engagement, Planning and the Localism Act

 Course Date: Tuesday 18 June 2013

Venue: Rooms 9/10, Peel building, St Chad’s Place, Stafford ST16 2DH

Time: 7.00pm – 9.00pm

Cost: £20 for the first delegate, £15 for the second, and £10 for subsequent delegates from the same council.  The prices are doubled for unaffiliated councils.

18. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Members will be invited to submit items for the June agenda.

19. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Registration of Footpath 18, Cinder Hill sub Station, Spread Eagle Meeting Room

The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press are excluded from the meeting.
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