ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON
MONDAY 11th MARCH 2013
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following planning application has been received for consideration:-

P/2013/00182 Replacement of wooden windows with UPVC, 18 Shotwood Close.

It was necessary to comment on the following application outside of a meeting:-

P/2013/0015, Erection of a part two storey part single storey rear extension, alterations to existing outbuilding, formation of a new terrace to the south including a new retaining wall and steps, erection of a porch and installation of new doors and windows to the side elevation, 232 Station Road.

Members of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council have no objections to the above application.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS
The following planning applications have been approved:-

P/2013/00001 Crown lifting to 2.5m and crown reduction by 30% of 1 Beech tree and crown lifting to 2.5m and crown reduction by 10% of 1 Acer Tree, Two Pins, Hall Grounds.

P/2013/00069 Felling of one Ashleaf Maple tree, Spread Eagle Island, Church Road.

P/2012/01591 Erection of a detached dwelling, Rear of Bladon’s Yard.

P/2013/00133 Felling of 1 Ash tree and 1 Conifer tree, The Hollies, Chapel Lane.

P/2013/00135 Removal of one large branch and crossing branches from one ornamental cherry tree, 20 Station Road.

3. COMMUNITY PATHS INITIATIVE BIDS FOR 2013/2014

SCC is inviting bids once again under the Community Paths Initiative for projects to improve the local rights of way network.  The deadline for bids is 1st April 2013.  As only £500.00 of the £872.00 applied for in the last financial year was awarded, it is suggested that the Parish Council submit an application for a further £500.00.  This will finance the cost of the replacement steps and installation of additional steps on footpaths 3, 4 and 5 and will allow an additional amount towards extending the works on an additional footpath.
4. ROLLESTONIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD

The Parish Council will make an award “Rollestonian of the year” each year to a villager who in their opinion has served the community above and beyond that which could be considered normal or to a villager who has achieved exceptional heights in their particular field. (Sport, arts etc.).  The award to be presented at the Annual Parish Meeting by the Chairman of the Parish Council, or in his absence the Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council.  Nominations are to be sent to the Clerk of the Parish Council by 25th March and should include a brief note supporting the nomination.  

At the April Parish Council meeting on 8th April all Councillors will be given a voting paper listing all nominations. During part 2 of the meeting brief details of all nominations will be read out by the Clerk after which Councillors will vote for their top 3 nominations giving 3 points for their first choice, 2 points for their second choice and one point for their third choice. The nomination with the highest number of points will be given the award. 
4. ROLLESTONIAN OF THE YEAR AWARD (continued)
In the event of a tie new voting papers will be issued and Councillors will vote again between the tied nominees giving one point to their first choice nominee. The nominee with the highest number of points will be given the award. In the event of another tie the Chairman of the meeting shall have a casting vote.

For the purpose of this award any person living in Rolleston on Dove is considered to be a “Rollestonian”.  Serving Parish Councillors are not eligible for this award.  The award will be presented at the Annual Parish meeting on Monday 15th April.
5. JINNY NATURE TRAIL

Mr Edwards has received a complaint from Mr Hart, South Hill complaining about the mud on the footpath where we have not laid stone and advising that there is a badger sett next to the path and the spoil from the sett is muddy and there are tree roots that are a trip hazard.  Mr Edwards advised him that there were no plans at this time to lay more stone but that it would be looked at when the working party on the station are on site.  Mr Hart expressed that in his opinion the Station sign was a waste of money.  He also said that the Parish Council had spent money by the Spread Eagle Island, when the Jinny Trail was in more need of money being spent on it. 

Mr Hart advised that he would if necessary complain about the state of the Jinny Trail being a health and safety hazard and stressed that as he was losing his sight his using the Jinny Trail 4 times a day was becoming dangerous.

The following email has been received from Mr Gawthorpe for consideration:-

With regard to the Jinny Trail, since I am a regular user, I'll just mention (though I'm sure they have it in mind) the RHS steps need some chippings/gravel in them as the soil level has compacted leaving the step as a "muddy tray" after the winter rains. Also, the ground below the steps (both sides) is presently thick mud and could benefit from some chippings there (like the main path itself already has). Hopefully, they can bring chippings with them!

Incidentally, the work with chippings already done by the P.C. on the main path has been a great success - in spite of the unusual rainfall over the winter, which has regularly filled the ditches at the side to overflowing. It's a pity we can't have a dog poo bag dispenser and bin along there somewhere. People tend to treat it a bit too much as a natural 'nature trail'. The main bin down at the Station Rd end is a help, but only if you are walking down in that direction. A dispenser would help.

Members are advised that works were completed on the steps on 19th February and a letter of thanks has been sent to SCC for the works undertaken by the volunteers.
Station Wall
The clerk received a report on 22nd February that someone had knocked a lot of coping stones off the old station wall and the informant thought that someone may be going to steal them. Mr Deacon was asked to recover the copings and has them in safe keeping until the Parish Council are in a position to have some maintenance undertaken on the wall.  There are lots of loose copings and there are areas that are in need of pointing up.  A grant application of £2348.00 towards the repair of the wall has been submitted to ESBC by Mrs Toon.

6. CHAIN LINK FENCE – SPREAD EAGLE PUBLIC HOUSE
 Mr. Edwards has spoken to Jon Imber, Planning, ESBC who has advised that enforcements had looked at the fence and advised that it did not need permission, and added that even if it did, he could see no grounds for refusal.
7. ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE 2013/2014

Attached is a copy of the estimated expenditure for the 2013/2014 financial year.
8. CRAYTHORNE LANE DITCHES

Attached for consideration is a letter that has been forwarded from Mr Griffiths, MP.  Members are advised that as a landowner, the Parish Council have not been contacted by SCC as suggested in Mr Bell’s letter to Mr Griffiths.

9. BROOK HOLLOWS

The clerk has been in contact with Mr Mason, ESBC re Brook Hollows and received the following response:-

“There has been no progress on the silt. I have also checked back through the archive folder of Becky Lees and the EA. stated that de silting is not an option due to the Reservoir Act. The discussion on diverting the flow was deemed to be a substantial engineering project. When thinking about how this might be progressed I did wonder about the following. http://mycommunityrights.org.uk/my-community-rights/ I did not mention this earlier but it may be worth looking at”.
The clerk responded to the above to ask Mr Mason if he was suggesting that the Parish Council may wish to make a "Community Right to Challenge" application to ESBC to take over the running of Brook Hollows and asked what ESBC's policy statement is on Brook Hollows with regards to maintenance including the silting up of the historic fish pond?
The following maintenance issues have been forwarded to Trudi Joyce, ESBC:-

· Pile of rubbish behind first bungalow which has been in situ for over 6 months,

· Paths washed away by floods. Most of them need restoning due to wear,
· Fence broken by tree contractors
· Unstable rubbish bins
· Lines to lifebelts
· Silt adjoining bank...safety problem if children walk on it
· Sluice to Anslow Lane side is becoming blocked by silt and rubble at Lake End and through its length and is affecting drainage from the field side.
· Trip hazards at threshold of bridges
· Planks on Bridges
10. PARISH COUNCIL ASSETS

Mr Edwards has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

11. USE OF THE CROFT

Permission has been sought for use of The Croft for the Transport Festival on Monday 27th May and for use of Elizabeth Avenue Playing Fields for car parking.

12. APPEAL – WORLD CHALLENGE

It was agreed at the February meeting to defer this item to the March Agenda.

13. COMMUNITY PARISH RECYCLING SCHEME

Attached for consideration is a letter received from Community Council of Staffordshire.

14. HACKNEY CARRIAGE & PRIVATE HIRE LICENSING POLICY  - POLICY CONSULTATION
Attached is a copy of a letter received from ESBC with regards to a consultation that will take place for 28 days, from 28 February 2013.   Also attached, is a matrix of the proposed changes. The current policy can be viewed on www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk
15. SUPER FAST BROADBAND

The clerk has received the following email from Mr Ridgwick:-

Do you know if anyone locally is taking any interest in the lack of development on Broadband services in our area? I believe that we run off the Tutbury exchange which is a very old exchange and is not on the current roll-out plans for BT Super-fast broadband.  I came across this article today which highlights a village that seems to be getting super-fast Broadband via another supplier.

Oxfordshire villages get 1,000Mbps broadband after govt snub
If your town or village has been left out of the fibre broadband rollout, then help could be at hand. Residents of Frilford (population 212, according to the 2001 census) and Frilford Heath in Oxfordshire were snubbed, so teamed up with infrastructure specialist Gigaclear. Gigaclear has begun installing fibre broadband in both communities, and residents should enjoy 1,000Mbps connectivity starting in April. That's right, 1,000Mbps. That's around 10 times as fast as the best offerings from other providers, and the same speed as the highly publicised Google Fibre experiment in Kansas.  All in rural Oxfordshire. Bruce Ballard, managing director of local business Paddock IT Solutions, said, "We use ADSL over copper at the moment but with so much upstream traffic it performs badly. We've also found our existing service provider's attitude to outages unacceptable. Until now, suitable alternatives have been either unavailable in the area or prohibitively expensive. "Locals will have to shell out £195 for the privilege. 

http://crave.cnet.co.uk/software/oxfordshire-villages-get-1000mbps-broadband-after-govt-snub-50010534/
16. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  

17. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

It was necessary to raise the following cheques outside of a meeting:-

Filcris Ltd


2500

£1868.28

(Posts for the Croft)

The following invoices have been received for payment:-
Mrs. H Light


2501

£729.96


(Salary)




HM Revenue & Customs

2502

£66.24

(Tax & NI)

Mrs. H Light


2503

£37.60




(Telephone & Internet)

17. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
Mr. P Gould


2504

£833.33

(Mowing Contract)

Mr. J Deacon


2505

TBC
(Environmental Contract)

Mr. J Deacon


2506

TBC
(Play Areas Contract)

Rainbow Waste


2507

TBC
(Bin Emptying)

JRB Enterprise


2508

£132.90
(Dog Waste bags)

Mrs. H Light


2509

£100.00
(NHD plan secretary)

SLCC



2510

£127.00

(Annual Membership)

Southern Tank Services

2511

£864.00

(3x Sand Bins)

Navigus Planning Ltd

2512

£643.50

(Fees NHD Plan)

Sign Craft Bretby

2513

£180.00
(Sign for Jubilee Orchard)

Mr B Edwards


2514

£271.65

(Materials for Croft Sockets & Spinner Bolts)

18. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
 The clerk will report on any additional correspondence received.
19. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Members will be invited to submit items for the April agenda.

20. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Registration of Footpath 18, Cinder Hill sub Station, Spread Eagle Meeting Room

The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the Public and Press should be excluded from the meeting.

4th March 2013
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