ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON
MONDAY 14th JANUARY 2013
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following planning applications have been received for consideration:-

P/2012/01528 Erection of a two storey rear and side extension including balcony and erection of a single storey side extension, 18 Burnside.

P/2012/01591 Erection of a detached dwelling, Rear of Bladons Yard.
P/2013/00001 Crown lifting to 2.5m crown and crown reduction by 30% of 1 Beech tree and crown lifting to 2.5m crown reduction by 10% of 1 Acer tree, Two Pins, Hall Grounds.
It was necessary to comment on the following application prior to this meeting:-

P/2012/01570 Felling of 1 Scots Pine and 1 Silver Birch tree, reduce longest limbs on mid crown of one common beech on north side by 20%, reduce overhanging branches by 0.5m of 1 magnolia, remove stem closest to wall at ground level and remaining stems to height of roof guttering and reduce length of limbs closest to Rectory by 0.5m of 1 Western red cedar, Rolleston Rectory, Church Road
Concern was raised at the last PC meeting that a lot of mature trees are being removed and not replaced within the village. As the Scots Pine is very prominent, the preference is for the tree to be retained.  There are no objections to branches being trimmed on the other trees.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS

The following planning applications have been approved:-

P/2012/01337 Erection of a single storey front extension, Hill Crest, South Hill.

P/2012/01407 Erection of first floor front extension including dormer extension, side and rear extensions to living accommodation and a detached double garage and garden store (revised scheme), 35 Burnside.

P/2012/01317 Pruning of uppermost limbs and 2 limbs growing out towards the neighbours property of 1 Cedar tree and pruning of split stems of 1 sycamore tree (W17 of TPO1), Woodlands, Hall Grounds.

P/2012/01366 Replacement of 3 existing wooden doors with white upvc doors, 7 Shotwood Close.

P/2012/01389 Retention of detached outbuilding to front of property, Lodge Cottage, 2 Brookside.

P/2012/01333 Change of use from agricultural building (including external alterations) to Class B1 (Business) and Class B (Storage/Distribution) Winterley Lodge, Dovecliff Road.

P/2012/01513 Formation of bay window to front elevation, 3 Glebe Close.

3. FLOODING 

A Flood Surgery has been arranged for Wednesday 16th January, 5pm until 8pm, St Marys Church with representatives from the Flood Risk Management Team, SCC and ESBC. The clerk has delivered 250 fliers and questionnaires to properties along Station Road, School Lane, Chapel Lane, Beacon Road, Alderbrook Close, Alders Reach, Brookside and Burnside.
4. KERBING WORKS, THE SPINNEY, CHURCH ROAD

The following correspondence has been received from Mr Rayson, SCC:-

“I apologise for the delays in responding here However, having discussed this matter a number of times with Councillor Fraser, we are both of the opinion that the works here offer no adverse impact to the area, instead they define the edge of carriageway making maintenance of the area easier. My email of 18th May 2012 gives the County Councils current position. We therefore do not propose to take any further action in respect of this matter”.

“The highway here is inspected in accordance with our code of practice for safety inspections and nothing has been raised here in respect of any risk to the highway, it does however continue to be inspected on a monthly basis.  I can only add that if you wish to discuss this matter further I can only suggest you discuss this with Cllr Fraser”.

5. REVIEW OF PRECEPT 2013-2014

Attached is a copy of the letter received from ESBC.  In response to that letter the following questions were raised with ESBC and the response below has been received for Ms Turner, ESBC:-

Will we get a grant from ESBC every year? 

Yes, this is the intention although the amount will be subject to review each year.

When will the amount of the grant be confirmed? Given the enclosed example we cannot fix our precept until the grant is confirmed.

Both the grant and tax base will be approved at East Staffordshire Borough Council’s Cabinet on the 14th January. Whilst I do not expect any changes, I cannot give full confirmation until after this date.

If we get the suggested grant and freeze the precept as in the enclosed example we seem to receive more money than before.....is this correct?

Yes this is correct, however the charge to your local taxpayers will increase by 7.4% and you may have to explain this to your local preceptors.

To put this into context in the current economic climate the Government requires any Borough/District or County Council to hold a local referendum for Council tax increases above 2%.  At present Parish Councils are exempt from this requirement.

6. RECREATIONAL

The following email has been received from Mr Yearley, Head of Play Safety:-
Thank you for your letter of 20 December 2012 and the cheque enclosed therewith.  I am sorry that you are dissatisfied with our service, and I can understand why.  I am grateful to you for your cheque for £200 from Rolleston Parish Council.  May I suggest one of the following as a course of action:

1. I visit you to conduct new inspections early in the New Year, accompanied by you or your representative, free of charge, or

2. Our inspector inspects in the normal course of events in August 2013, but we ensure that there is no charge for these inspections, and that they be accompanied by you or your representative.

I am very sorry that we have disappointed you, and I hope that we can regain your trust.

7. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN
It is with regret that Mr. Morris has resigned as Chairman of the Neighbourhood Development Plan Group, but will be remaining as a Committee member.  A meeting of the group has been scheduled for Thursday 10th January.
8. PA/HEARING SYSTEM
Mr. Chinn will be asked to update members with regards to this item and one quotation is in part 2.  It is understood that a second meeting has taken place with another potential contractor, Mr. Chinn and Rev Whitehead and it is hoped that this quotation will be received in time for the Parish Council meeting.  The clerk has been reminded that no work can progress without the agreement of the Church council. 
Members were advised at the December meeting that Mr. Morris had advised that the Transport Committee were looking to purchase a PA system for outdoor use and agreed to defer this item until the January meeting.

9. DAMAGED TREE AND BUS SHELTER

A quotation is in part two for the repair of the shelter and removal and replacement of the damaged tree.

The following correspondence has been received from Zurich:-

“I have reviewed the below case for recovery purposes and unfortunately I cannot see that we will have reasonable grounds for pursuing a recovery of costs from Arriva.   I have viewed the area of damage on street view and note that the trees are overhanding the road at a low level right next to the bus stop. As the maintenance of the trees will be the responsibility of the council, Arriva will use the defence that they were causing an obstruction”.
10. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCIES

To date these positions remain vacant.

11. COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  

12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-

Mrs. H Light


2471

£729.96
(Clerk Salary)

HM Revenue & Customs

2472

£66.24
(Tax & NI)

Mrs. H Light


2473

£37.49



(Telephone & Internet)

Mr. P Gould


2474

£833.33
(Mowing Contract)

Mr. J Deacon


2475

£410.00
(Environmental Contract)

Mr. J Deacon


2476

£225.00
(Play Areas Contract)

12. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
The following invoices have been received for payment:-

Rainbow Waste


2477

TBC
(Bin Emptying)

Midshire Business Systems
2478

£289.24

(Photocopier charges)

Mrs. H Light


 2479

£20.00
(NHD plan secretary)

Navigus Planning


2480

£1518.66

(Drafting of NHD plan)
Mr. R Bush


2481

£40.84

(Web Fees)

13. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The clerk will report on correspondence received since the last meeting.
14. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Members will be invited to submit items for the February agenda.

15. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Registration of Footpath 18, Cinder Hill sub Station, Spread Eagle Meeting Room

The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the Public and Press should be excluded from the meeting.

7th January 2013
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