ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON

MONDAY8th OCTOBER2012

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

It was necessary to comment on the following application outside of a meeting:-

P/2012/01122 Felling of one Ash tree and reduction in height to 4 metres of one Alder tree, 

The Old Smithy, Blacksmiths Yard.

Members would ask that the tree officer considers this application.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS

The following planning applications have been approved:-

P/2012/00998 Raising of ridge height and alterations to the east elevation to provide bathroom and en suite facilities, 51 Knowles Hill.

P/2012/00927 Crown raising by 10% and crown reduction of 1 sycamore tree by 15%, Boundary area of 

67 Meadow View.

P/2012/00918 Crown reduction by 25% of one Blue Cedar Tree (T1 of TPO 268), 19 Station Road.

P/2012/00885 Replacement of eleven wooden windows with UPVC, 34 Shotwood Close.

P/2012/00997 Installation of UPVC windows on the front elevation, 5 Shotwood Close.

3. JINNY NATURE TRAIL 

Jinny Nature Trail; The subcommittee will be invited to update the meeting with their proposals for the clearance works.  The joint meeting with Stretton Parish Council is to be held on Monday 15th October, commencing 7pm, 

The Priory Centre, Stretton.
4. RECREATIONAL

Annual Playground Inspections:  A response to our correspondence was received on 17th September, advising that the Parish Councils concerns had been forwarded to the Head of Play Safety to look into.  No further correspondence has been received since this time.

Goal Mouths: The goal mouths have now been repaired.

Car Park: The Football will be stoning the car park on Saturday 6th October.

5. USE OF THE CROFT

This item was deferred at the September Parish Council meeting.

6. SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND

Site visits have been carried out with the three potential contractors.  It is hoped that all three quotations will be received in time for the meeting.

7. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Mr. Edwards will be invited to update members on the progress of the NHD plan.

The NHD plan group has agreed that they would like to accept the Invitation for a presentation from Trent & Dove and to meet with the landowner from Craythorne Road to hear of his proposals for the development of the field.  It is proposed that these two meetings take place on the same evening of Monday 22nd October and that the meetings are attended by the NHD plan Group and members of the Parish Council.  

8. FLOODING

Sand less Sand Bags:  To date only one resident has come forward and asked for some sand less sand bags to be purchased on their behalf.

The following correspondence has been received from Mr Matt Bulzacchelli, Flood Risk Manager, SCC:-
I am currently in the process of recruiting some new staff to assist me to deal with the County Councils new Flood Risk Management responsibilities but given the recent inclement weather I’m struggling to keep pace with the number of flood related queries from across the County.

Response to your queries as follows:

Who determines when a road can be closed / re opened?

In an emergency and in the interests of public safety the County Council or the Police can close a road. They would also be responsible for making the decision to reopen the road.

Who is responsible for providing / setting up of signage? - How do we go about having more signs?

The County Council highways teams would arrange appropriate signage for the road closure although availability of signage can be a problem when large areas of the County are affected by flooding at the same time.

Although ESBC provide us annually with a supply of sand & empty bags, we are unsure if either ESBC or the Parish Council is under obligation to do so? How do other areas control supply of sand & bags?

During a flood emergencies the County Council can assist in supplying sandbags on a strategic basis but does not generally to distribute sandbags to individual property owners. Experience has shown that sandbags provide limited flood protection and the Council would encourage property owners in flood risk areas to take more robust measures to protect their homes. There are now many products on the market which can provide property protection from flooding. The National Flood Forum has produced a Blue Book which provides details of available products and the organisation will also provide advice and support to victims of flooding. The following link takes you to their web site. http://floodforum.org.uk/
What support do we get from SCC& ESBC in the event of flooding and whom should we be contacting both in and out of hours?

The County Councils contact number for all customer queries is 0300 111 8000. The following link will take you to our web page where details of our out of hour’s arrangements are provided.

http://www.staffordshire.gov.uk/transport/staffshighways/contact/contact.aspx.

8. FLOODING (continued)

In terms of giving support to communities, I know William Read has met with the Parish Council and is keen for a Flood Warden scheme to be established as this would enable organisations to work more effectively with the local community. I’m not sure what the views of the Council are in terms of moving this proposal forward but I would certainly give my support in assisting William and colleagues at the Environment Agency in assisting the parish Council should you wish to progress mattes further.

Is there any funding available for us to purchase high viz jackets & two way radios for nominated flood wardens?

I am not aware of any funding arrangements but this could be explored further if a flood warden scheme was progressed.

What is the number that people should call to have themselves added to the EA flood alert /warning system?

The Environment Agency will doubt have responded already to this question

The following email has been received from Mr Sherratt, ESBC:-

Further to my earlier email and following on from Matt Bulzachelli’s comprehensive response on behalf of Staffs CC I am attaching below an extract of the informal policy which was drawn up and agreed between a number of Parish Council’s (Rolleston being one) and ESBC after the year 2000 flooding problems. 

As you will be aware the incoming calls to the Council (now the Building Consultancy Team rather than the Engineering team, which no longer exists) in the event of any flooding incident are considerable. The reason for the implementation of this arrangement was, and remains, one of simple logistics - the intention being to free up resources in order to enable the Council to concentrate upon dealing with those areas of the Borough where there is no possibility of Parish Council support and/or where flooding is most severe.

‘Policy Note – Sandbag provision in the event of flooding
A number of Parish Councils signed up to a policy with the Engineering Section that if ESBC funded, supplied and delivered a stockpile of empty sandbags and sand, then the PC’s would have the responsibility to produce, administer and deliver the sandbags to the needy and vulnerable. As part of this agreement the Parish Councils are responsible for ensuring that parishioners are provided with the correct contact details for their area and that annually the Parish Council carry out a stock take and review of their administration and operational procedures’.
I note that Matt Bulzachelli has highlighted the fact that homeowners should take responsibility to put in place flood resilience measures applicable to their particular situation and this is a stance that ESBC advises and recommends. Unfortunately this means that homeowners have to think and act in a very proactive manner (when the weather is fine and sunny with no real thoughts of flooding) and it is not always easy to ensure that this is achieved!   The recent flooding that affected Rolleston occurred at a time when there was no impact from River Trent flooding in Burton and as such ESBC and the County Council were able to meet most requests for assistance. This may not be so easily achieved in the event of a major river flood and as such Parish Council support and involvement plays a vital part in the flood resilience scheme, particularly for those most vulnerable within the parish.

Mr. Mark Swain, Environment Agency has advised that he is not aware of any anything that should have changed the situation at Alderbrook and advised that John Hedderman, (who undertook the property threshold survey in Rolleston) will be assessing options to manage the increase in levels we discussed at the parish meeting some months back. John is working with the consultants (Halcrow) to see which options are most effective and the Environment Agency will provide the Parish Council with more information when he has completed this exercise.

9. PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY CPI BID

The Parish Council’s grant application for £862.50 has been awarded.  The grant is for additional steps to be installed on Footpaths 3, 4 & 5 and the total project is expected to cost ££1,150.  Members are asked to confirm that Lawrence Oates be instructed to undertake the work and to commit the remaining finance required of £287.50 to the project. (£500 was allocated in Capital Expenditure for 2012/13 towards Footpath works).

10. ESBC – COUNCIL TAX BENEFIT CHANGES – HAVE YOUR SAY

The following email has been sent on behalf of Councillor Bernard Peters, Deputy Leader (Service Commissioning) for consideration.

You may be aware the Government is abolishing council tax benefit. From 1st April 2013, individual local authorities must replace it with a local council tax support scheme in their area. This change is being introduced by Government and will impact on both the Council’s budget, and potentially on some residents in East Staffordshire.

As this is such a significant change, it is essential that local people play a real and meaningful part in agreeing our new council tax support scheme. We have come up with some initial proposals and have launched an eight-week consultation from 28th August to ask residents for their views.

Currently local authorities deliver council tax benefit on the Government’s behalf but we must agree the new local scheme by 31st January 2013, ready to launch in April. While the Government currently pays for council tax benefit, it will only give us 90 percent of the estimated cost, leaving a funding gap in East Staffordshire of £867,000.

Government rules state that there will be no changes for pensioners. This means it is very likely that most people of working age will have to pay something towards their Council Tax bill. How much depends on individual circumstances and the accompanying information will help you to understand the proposed changes and how people would be affected.

Our priority is to agree a scheme that protects the borough’s most financially vulnerable residents. However, we want to ensure the voices of all residents are heard before any changes are agreed. 

Our proposals include: · 

· Introducing a maximum limit to the amount of Council Tax Support that can be paid Capping the council tax support to a band D property 

· Increasing contributions from other adults of the household 

· Changing the amount of savings a person can have before benefits are given 

· Removing second adult rebate

· Increasing the amount of earnings that are disregarded in the support assessment 

Detailed information and consultation questionnaires are already available on our website at www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk. (Click here to access the consultation information). You will also receive printed copies of the booklet and posters to display on your village notice boards in the next few days. Please can you make these available to all residents in your parish .If any resident requires further information, including different formats and languages please ask them to visit our Customer Service Centres in the Market Place, Burton upon Trent or the Library in Uttoxeter. Residents can also telephone us on 01283 508000 for further information. We will also be staging a series of information sessions where residents can come and get further information. The timetable for these information sessions will be available on our website. If your Parish meeting requires further information about the consultation please email us at lcts@eaststaffsbc.gov.uk. We are determined to prepare a fair, local scheme that is shaped by the views of our residents. That is why it is vital that as many people as possible take part in this consultation and why we are going to great lengths to publicise the proposals, so that everyone in East Staffordshire has the opportunity to give us their views. The consultation closes on 29th October 2012

11. DOG CONTROL ORDERS

The attached information has been received from Mr. Drew, Enforcement Officer, ESBC.

12. PARISH COUNCIL – CASUAL VACANCIES

As there was no request for an election to take place, it is for the Parish Council to co-opt replacement members.  

The appointments should be made as soon as practicable.

13.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  

14. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-

Mrs. H Light


2423


£669.92

(Clerk Salary)

HM Revenue & Customs

2424


£25.88

(Tax & NI)

Mrs. H Light


2425


£35.60





(Telephone & Internet)

Mr. P Gould


2426


£833.33

(Mowing Contract)

Mr. P Gould


2427


£420.00

(Repair of goal mouths)

Mr. J Deacon


2428


£216.00
(Play Areas Contract)

Mr. J Deacon


2429


£410.00
(Environmental Contract)

Rainbow Waste


2430


TBC
(Bin Emptying)

Rolleston Scout Group

2431


£500.00

(Donation from Spring Clean for the Queen)

Mr. B Edwards


2432


£135.74

(Stakes, rubber ties, grass seed for orchard)

Mr. J Hayward


2433


£51.36

(2xplaques for commemoration bench)

Midshire Business Systems
2434


£463.72

(Copier charges)

Mrs. H Light


2435


£40.00

(NHD plan secretary)

Mr. C Bowden


2436


£1132.56

(NHD plan work)

Mr. B Edwards


2437


£460.48
(Projector for NHD group)

Longcliffe Quarries

2438


TBC
(Stone for Craythorne Car Park)

15. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
 The clerk will report on Correspondence received since the last meeting.

16. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Members will be invited to submit items for the November agenda.

17. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS

Registration of Footpath 18, Cinder Hill sub Station, Spread Eagle Meeting Room

The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the Public and Press should be excluded from the meeting.

1st October 2012
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