ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON

MONDAY 2ND APRIL 2012
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received and require comment:-

P/2012/00303/SS Internal alterations to include the removal of fireplace, removal of dividing wall and construction of new partition, replacement of side door with window, removal of rear doors and brick pier to create larger opening and enlargement of rear window to accord with previous planning consent, 4 Brookside.

P/2012/00329/CLF Crown thinning by up to 20% and crown reduction to 27m in height and a spread of 13m and removal of epicormic growth (T226 of TPO No 1), The Paddock, Hall Grounds.

P/2012/00344/CLF Application to vary the time limit condition relating to planning permission PA/01716/006 dated 21/07/2009 for the erection of a detached dwelling, Kelvingrove, South Hill (As this application is to vary a time limit, it was not necessary to submit plans.  Therefore the plans are viewable via the original application, PA/01716/006/JI). 

2. PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-

P/2012/00141/CLF Erection of a part two storey part single storey rear extension, 95 Knowles Hill.

The following application has been refused:-

P/2011/01418/JPM Felling of one Blue Cedar tree (T1 of TPO 268), 19 Station Road.
3. SCC – PROPOSED NO WAITING RESTRICTIONS STATION ROAD & CROFT CLOSE

Attached for consideration is a letter which has been received from SCC with regards to proposed no waiting restrictions on Station Road and Croft Close.

 
4. NEIGHBOURHOOD DEVELOPMENT PLAN

Mr. Morris will be invited to provide members with an update on the Neighbourhood Development Plan.
5. PLANTERS

It was agreed at the March meeting to add this item to the April agenda.
6. DIAMOND JUBILEE

Jubilee Orchard: Mr Sanderson will be invited to provide an update on the grant application submitted by the Civic Trust.
Jubilation Banner:  It was agreed at the last meeting to add this to the April agenda. The reply form needs to be submitted by Saturday 14th April and there will be an open morning in the Old Grammar School on Saturday 21st April 09:00 – 12noon.
Jubilee Water Pageant:  Attached for consideration is a letter received from RODSEC.  Members are asked to consider if they wish to participate.  
7. SLCC ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP 2012

The Annual Membership is now up for renewal at a cost of £110.00.  Members are asked to authorize this expenditure.  
8. SUCCESS ON PROPOSAL TO EMPOWER LOCAL AND TOWN COUNCILS
The following email has been received:-

Please find below a message from Cllr Ron Bailey regarding news of the success of the proposal to empower Town and Parish Councils re dealing with major planning applications that was made under the Sustainable Communities Act! SALC and Leiston Town Council have prepared a guide for your council on how to use the new government policy to help you.   Thank you so much for your support and help. We achieved this because of people power and strength in numbers.

Cllr Bailey also has a request regarding an exciting new Bill in Parliament that will further help Town and Parish Councils.

“Well we got a result on the Leiston-cum-Sizewell planning proposal – see details below. Point 2 could have been stronger– but it’s a step in the right direction. So THANKS to all of you who lobbied and harried and hassled. It worked. It was this persistence that did it! Can I now ask that you use this new policy – and let me know the results. Because, as the note below says – if the softly softly approach does not work we will go back for a tougher approach”.

“And now can I ask for your help once more. It is NALC policy that local councils should be able to appeal against the granting of planning permission, where they have recommended refusal. There is currently a Bill before Parliament that would give us that right. It is supported by House of Commons Early Day Motion No 2824 (immediately below). Could you all please write to your MPs (at House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA) asking them to ‘Please sign EDM 2824 in support of the Planning Applications (Appeals by Town and Parish Councils) Bill’- and let me know the results. Let’s achieve this now. You can write both as individual constituents AND as a council. The more letters MPs receive the better. I look forward to hearing from you”.  Ron Bailey

P.S. Some of us are thinking of holding a meeting at the House of Commons on 20th April to discuss next steps on this. If you are interested please let me know on ronbailey@btinternet.com - thanks - Ron

*******

Early Day Motion No. 2824
PLANNING APPEALS BY TOWN, PARISH AND COMMUNITY COUNCILS
Sponsoring MPs: Martin Caton, Philip Davies, Caroline Lucas, Sir Bob Russell, Robert Halfon and Mr Elfyn Llwyd

“That this House supports the Planning Applications (Appeals by Town and Parish Councils) Bill introduced by the hon. Member for Gower with the support of the Norfolk, Suffolk, Kent, Hampshire and Hertfordshire associations of local councils; notes that the Bill would give town and parish councils the right of appeal against the granting of planning permissions to which they had objected and that this policy is backed by the National Association of Local Councils in England and by One Voice Wales/Un Llais Cymru which represents Welsh town and community councils; and hopes that the Bill will become law soon.”

Briefing by the Suffolk Association of Local Councils and Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council
Announcement to County Associations and Town and Parish Councils on the proposal under the Sustainable Communities Acts 2007/2010 regarding large planning applications
8. SUCCESS ON PROPOSAL TO EMPOWER LOCAL AND TOWN COUNCILS
New Hope for Town and Parish Councils
Minister states Government policy to ‘strongly encourage’ large developers to attend council meetings to answer questions and that it is ‘desirable’ for them to fund Local Councils to get a full assessment of their application.
SALC and Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council made a proposal under the Sustainable Communities Act that the Government Minister, Greg Clark MP, introduces a policy of urging large planning applicants to

1. Attend a council meeting to answer questions on their application; and

2. 
Help fund Town and Parish Councils to obtain a full assessment of the applications.

Government response 
In a Parliamentary debate on 6th March 2012 Minister Greg Clark responded saying it is Government policy regarding the first request (attending meetings) to

‘Strongly encourage applicants to engage with, and respond to, reasonable requests from parish and town councils to meet’ 
And regarding our second request (funding) that 
‘Let me briefly make a point about the funding side of things ... it is open to the developer—the applicant—and the town and parish council to have a voluntary arrangement that would assist with the kind of community engagement we all agree is desirable, not least on the part of applicants.’
HOW TO USE THIS NEW POLICY
Let’s begin with a word of caution: this policy is not law. So it is not compulsory that large planning applicants adhere to it. But it is a step in the right direction. Here is how we suggest that Local Councils use it.
Please let us know the results, so we can publicise successes (to establish precedents) or gather information on failures - because if this does not work, we can then seek something stronger.
Here is how we suggest that you use the current policy:
1. You’ve received a planning application. Ask yourself: is it ‘large’? Take a common sense view of that taking into account size, cost, effect on the area and any other criteria that you feel are relevant.
2.
If the answer is ‘yes’ then look at the documentation. Is it extensive or does it contain specialist reports that need detailed assessment? Investigate any costs that might arise for your council in dealing with the application. 
3. 
If the answer to that is ‘yes’ then immediately contact the applicant and explain this. Request that s/he funds you to get a proper assessment carried out so that you can carry out your statutory duty to make informed comments. Suggest an amount of money – but be reasonable about this.
4. 
If the applicant declines to do this – point out that it is government policy (as stated by the Minister in Hansard).

8. SUCCESS ON PROPOSAL TO EMPOWER LOCAL AND TOWN COUNCILS (CONTINUED)
5. 
If the applicant still refuses to do this (or, indeed, if the applicant agrees) – please let us know.
6. 
Let the applicant know that you may have questions on the application and that you will be asking him/her to attend a council meeting to answer them, again using the Minister’s words in support of your request. It might be useful to forewarn the applicant of key questions to increase the chance of full responses being available at the meeting. 
7. 
If the applicant declines to do this (or indeed if s/he agrees), please let us know.
8. 
If the applicant responds positively, you now have an opportunity to respond productively to a planning application and influence development as best suits your community. If the applicant has not responded positively and you recommend against acceptance of the application let the local planning authority know – stressing that you have been inhibited in making as strong a case as you might otherwise have done by the failure of the applicant to comply with government policy.
9.
SHOTWOOD CLOSE OPEN SPACE

The clerk has chased this item with ESBC and received the following response from Ms Passm, Legal Service Manager:-

“A note from my property solicitor, before she left, indicated that a transfer plan was awaited from the developer. Nothing has been received in the interim. Obviously this will need to be checked by estates, once it arrives, and an appropriate Executive Decision Record will be needed”.

10. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
11. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-
Mrs. H Light

2325


£655.00
(Salary)
HM Revenue

2326


£15.55
(TAX &NI) 
Mrs. H Light

2327


£35.60

(Telephone & Internet)

Mr. P Gould

2328


£833.33
(Mowing contract)

Mr. J Deacon

2329


TBC






(Environmental contract)

Mr. J Deacon

2330


TBC
(Play areas contract)

11. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (CONTINUED)
Mrs. M Thorp

2331


£150.00
NHD Secretary

JRB Enterprises

2332


£132.90


(Dog Waste bags)
Tim Bates Plant Hire

2333


£8071.20

(Tarmac works Craythorne Car Park)

Mr. B Edwards

2334


£1416.20
(Materials for replacement Weirs)
St Marys Church

2335


£175.00

(Room hire January to March Inclusive)

12. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The clerk will report on correspondence that has been received.
13.  ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Members will be invited to submit items for the May agenda.
14. UNRESOLVED MATTERS FROM PREVIOUS MEETINGS
Missing signpost in Craythorne Wood, Registration of Footpath 18, Cinder Hill sub Station, 

The Spinney Church Road, Brook Hollows
The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and the press should be excluded from the meeting.
26TH MARCH 2012
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