ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON

MONDAY 8TH AUGUST 2011
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received and require comment:-
P/2011/00817/CLF Erection of a part one and a half storey and single storey front and side extension and balcony, 109 Knowles Hill.

P/2011/00622/CEH External Alterations including the erection of a front porch, installation of a new roof light and replacement windows, and rebuilding of east and south walls, 5 Bladons Yard.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS, ENFORCEMENTS, CONCERNS
The following applications have been approved:-

P/2011/00640/CEH Felling of one silver birch tree, Grey Gable, Hall Grounds.

P/2011/00519/CEH Erection of a single storey side extension, 51 Knowles Hill.

P/2011/00628/CEH Erection of three pairs of semi-detached dwelling, two detached dwellings and associated accesses, garaging and car parking (non material amendment – window and door alterations) (former) Highfield Motor Company, Beacon Road.

P/2011/00346/CEH Internal and external alterations to include the removal of an internal wall, replacement of front step and installation of an extraction unit, The Croft House, 11 Station Road.

P/2011/00558/MB Erection of a detached dwelling, two storey side extension to existing dwelling and alterations to existing access (Non Material Amendment – Substitution of window for door on front elevation, brick up bedroom window and alterations to visibility splay) 10 Beacon Road.

3. DRAFT NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK

Following the publication of the Draft National Planning Policy Framework and an article in the Guardian newspaper, Mr Edwards has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.  The clerk has printed a copy of the report, should anyone wish to view the hard copy then please contact the clerk. 

4. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN
Attached is a copy of a letter received from Gareth Bradford on behalf of Richard McCarthy with regards to Neighbourhood Development plans:

5. LOCALISM BILL
Mr Fitton asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

6. PROPOSAL TO EMPOWER LOCAL COUNCILS
The clerk has received the following correspondence from Steve Shaw, National Co-ordinator of Local Works:-

 

WITH YOUR HELP WE CAN NOW WIN THIS
 
An astonishing 570 local councils have already given their support to the proposal. This has impressed and put pressure on the government: Ron Bailey and I are in talks with senior Whitehall civil servants. What seemed like a ‘long shot’ now looks to have a real chance of success. What could now sway this are even more local councils declaring support - hence this follow up note.
 

Here are the details:

 

Last month, Cllr Ron Bailey of Leiston-cum-Sizewell Town Council and I contacted you regarding a proposal (see full detail further below) that would empower local councils by seeking new planning guidance to major developers urging them, as a matter of planning procedure, to

  (i) Attend a council meeting to answer questions about their planning application if the council wishes and to, and

  (ii) Provide resources (if councils wish) to enable councils to assess their applications – which may be over 1000 pages long – based on a professional critique of their evidence.

 

So I am contacting you to ask that your council please, if it has not done so already, support this proposal in principle as soon as you can and let me know. All you need do is respond to this email with a ‘yes’.
 

If we can show the government that local councils are continuing to add their support to the proposal it could make the difference in getting them to agree it.

 

We have also had an amazing number of responses from many local councils where they have described the boxes of documents they receive when having to consider large planning applications - this evidence shows the problem is clearly not just happening in Leiston, but all over the country. Local councils are struggling to do their jobs properly (i.e. to make fully considered recommendations on large planning applications). This proposal would help them to do so.

 

I emphasise that the proposal enables and empowers councils if they wish; they are not required to do anything. It would help councillors when making recommendations on large planning applications. Clearly there are details to be sorted out with the Minister – e.g. the definition of ‘large’. But these are details – we are asking you to please support the principle.

 

So again, if your council has not already done so, please support this proposal in principle as soon as you can and let me know. All you need do is respond to this email with a ‘yes’. Thank you.
 

7. SIGNAGE FOR VILLAGE GATEWAYS & VILLAGE GREEN SIGN
Following Mr Wyatt’s suggestion for signage at the entrances to the village at the May Parish Council meeting, 

Mr Morris has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.
8. MOBILE PHONE FOR THE CLERK
Mr Wyatt asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

9. PUBLIC OPEN SPACE SHOTWOOD CLOSE
Mr Edwards asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

10. RECREATIONAL

Rolleston Football Club:  A payment of £130.00 has now been received for outstanding match fees.  The clerk has asked the football club to confirm when they will be using the pitches for the forthcoming season and reminded them that payment is due in advance.  RFC have confirmed that they are currently using the pitches Tuesday evenings, Friday evenings and Saturday mornings for training.  They have advised that the Under 8’s & Under 9’s have a friendly on Saturday 27th August.
Monks Bridge Football Club:  A pitch was booked and paid for by Monks Bridge Football Club for a match on Sunday 24th July from 10.30am until 12.15pm.
Navigation Inn:  A pitch was booked and paid for by the Navigation Inn for a match on Sunday 31st July from 10.30am until 12.15pm.

11. BROOK HOLLOWS
Mr Costiff, ESBC has agreed to meet with regards to the long term plans for Brook Hollows and the possible transfer of ownership and has asked Ms Lees to organise a meeting.
12. JINNY NATURE TRAIL

Joint Meetings: Members of Stretton Parish Council have agreed that they would be willing to have joint meetings with Rolleston in regard to the Jinny Nature Trail.  They have asked that the meeting takes place late September/October as they do not meet in August.
13. COMPLETION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT
The External Auditor has now completed the 2010/2011 audit.  On the basis of their review, in their opinion the information in the annual return is in accordance with proper practices and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  The Statutory Notice has been displayed in the Meadow View Noticeboard and will also be published in the Rollestonian.
14. CODE OF CONDUCT

The following correspondence has been received from David Duckitt, Head of Democratic Services, ESBC:-

“Firstly, thank you to all of you who have sent us copies of your members’ registers of interests. If you have not already done so, please can you send them to us as soon as possible. Please also remind your members that they should regularly review and update their entries in the register of members’ interests. I am sure that you will have procedures in place to make sure that this happens. We remind our own members of this obligation in writing at least annually”. 

“Secondly, you will no doubt be aware that the Localism Bill proposes abolishing Standards for England and the existing standards regime. The Bill provides for there to be a criminal offence relating to declarations of interests. Councils are likely to need their own Code of Conduct for Members – there will no longer be a requirement for this to be based on the national model code. The Borough Council will cease to have any responsibility for the conduct of Members of Parish/Town Councils. It is currently anticipated that this will come into force around April next year. I am sure that you will want to be planning for these changes. In the meantime, the existing regime remains in force”. 

“Thirdly, I wish to find out whether there is an appetite for training by the Borough Council for parish/town councillors on the existing Code of Conduct. I am happy to provide such training at the Town Hall if there is a desire for it. Please can you let us know whether your members would wish to attend such training by 12th August by emailing andrea.costley@eaststaffsbc.gov.uk or writing to me at the above address. If there is sufficient demand I will then put forward some dates”.

15. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
16. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-
Mrs. H. Light


2219

£648.96
(Clerks Salary)
HM Revenue & Customs
 2220

£26.42
(Clerk NI & Tax)
Mrs. H. Light


2221

£32.30


(Telephone & Internet)
Mr. P. Gould


2222

£881.83
(Mowing)
Mr. J. Deacon



(Environmental Contract)
2223

£421.99
Mr. J. Deacon


2224

£261.00
(Play Area Contract)
Rainbow Waste

2225

TBC
(Bin emptying)

Rolleston Club

2226

£50.00

(Village Gala Donation)

Audit Commission

2227

£480.00

(External Audit 2010/2011)

Mr. J. Deacon


2228

£66.00

(Fitting new swing seat/shorten chains/1 meter of threaded rod)

17. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
· Email from Matt Docksey conveying his thanks to the Parish Council for his book voucher which was much appreciated and will help him a lot next year.
· Communication from ESBC asking that we advise them when the two vacancies on the Parish Council have been filled.
· Five pieces of correspondence with regards to the proposals for Spread Eagle Island to be considered at the end of the consultation period.
18. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Members will be invited to submit items for the next agenda.

The chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press should be excluded from the meeting.  
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