ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON

MONDAY 13TH SEPTEMBER 2010
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received and require comment:-
P/2010/01065/CEH Internal and External alterations including the erection of a single storey rear extension, Linden Lea, Chapel Lane.

P/2010/00995/CEH Erection of a single storey rear extension and detached garage, Linden Lea, Chapel Lane.

P/2010/01052/CEH Felling of one maple tree, crown lifting and removal of branches of two Sycamore Trees and removal of branches of one Ash Tree, Land Adjacent, Rolleston Almshouses and The Croft, Burnside.

P/2010/01047/CEH Raising of ridge height of existing double garage, 107 Knowles Hill.

P/2010/01072/CEH Outline application to develop land by erection of three dwellings including details of access, appearance, layout and scale, 15 Burnside.

P/2010/01073/EW Felling of one oak tree (T1 of TPO No 1), Four Fold, 28 Lodge Hill, Tutbury.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS 
The following applications have been permitted:-
P/2010/00689/MB Erection of a single storey side and rear extensions, formation of a pitched roof over flat roofed garage, erection of a lean to greenhouse and new garden wall, 30 Church Road.

P/2010/00665/MA Removal of three Alder trees and one Elm tree, crown reduction of one Cherry tree by 50% and one Alder tree by 40% and reduce one Alder tree in height by 7 metres (Group W24 of TPO No 1), 2 Lodge Hill, Tutbury

P/2010/00664/MA Crown thin of secondary growth, selective tip pruning, removal of crossing branches and clearance of branches from around phone lines of one Oak and one Lime tree (Group A4 of TPO No 1), Long Branch, Anslow Lane.

P/2010/00808/MB Erection of a front porch and single storey side extension, Laburnum Cottage, 7 Bladons yard.

P/2010/00697/JI Erection of single storey side extension to include raising height of existing garage to form kitchen/diner 7 Fairfield Avenue.

P/2010/00837/JPM Erection of three pairs semi-detached dwellings, 2 detached dwellings and associated accesses, garaging and car parking (amended scheme – to include bay windows, and alteration to canopies on front elevations, and changes to width to French doors to rear elevations of all properties), Site of former Highfield Motor Company, Beacon Road.

Application No ES 10/08 Replacement of pre school building with new multi use pre school, family/community learning and health facility 
at John of Rolleston Primary School, Chapel Lane, Rolleston on Dove.  
P/2010/00793/JI Pruning of one sycamore tree, Rolleston House, Hall Grounds.

P/2010/00924/EW Crown thinning of one Ash tree and crown thinning and raising of two Copper Beech trees, Rolleston Almshouses.

3. PLANNING/ENFORCEMENT MATTERS

Outline planning applications within Conservation Areas: - Correspondence dated 20th July and 10th August has been sent to 

Ms. El Hakiem, Planning Officer, ESBC with regards to this item.  To date no response has been received to either email.
Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane: The issue with regards to the fence has been chased with Jon Imber, Planning Officer on 20th July and 
10th August.  To date no response has been received.  Mr. Malkin, Enforcement Officer, ESBC was also copied in on the correspondence.
14/16 Burnside:  Mr. Malkin, Enforcement Officer, ESBC has said that he will look into this item.
3. PLANNING/ENFORCEMENT MATTERS (continued)
Application No ES 10/08 Replacement of pre school building with new multi use pre school, family/community learning and health facility at John of Rolleston Primary School, Chapel Lane, Rolleston on Dove.  The following correspondence was received on 20th August with regards to the comments submitted by the Parish Council on the planning application:-

“I apologise for not replying earlier.  Rolleston Parish Council’s comments were received.  I considered the suggestion of a brick-faced building in my report – see attachment – but felt that in this particular setting at the edge of the Conservation Area, the timber-faced structure applied for would be no less acceptable than a brick one.  For a fully ‘traditional’ look involving brick, it would have been necessary also to increase the roof-pitch.  I was mindful of conversations with that East Staffordshire Borough Council’s case-officer about the appearance of the proposed building, who also felt that brick was not essential in this case despite the location just within the Conservation Area.  I included recommendations about maintenance of the building in good condition, and avoiding any strident colours of railings, canopy etc.  The report was signed by my manager under delegated powers yesterday”.

Should anyone wish to see a copy of the full report then please contact the clerk.
Light Touch approach to planning applications: - The attached letter has been received from Bob Neill MP with regards to plans to reform the planning application process.

4. SCC – VARIOUS
No further updates are available with regards to the following items:-

Double yellow lines Dovecliffe Road, Grit Bins, Cherry Cottage, School Lane, Brookside Setts, Church Road Resurfacing, Marston Lane passing points, Brookside Bridge, missing brick,  Safer Routes to School Crossing,  Short Cut from Chapel Lane to Station Road, Block at the end of Footpath 1, parking area outside of shops.
HGV’s using Church Road; The following email has bee received from Mr. Rayson:-

“HGV's can only be stopped from using Church Road if there is a weight limit. This would be policed by Trading Standards. However, even if a road has a weight limit policing is extremely difficult as the vehicle has to be witnessed driving straight through the zoned area without stopping. Trading Standards simply do not have the manpower to do this and rely on assistance from the Police who hold the same powers. The best approach would be to Staffs police to try some covert action on where these vehicles are going to, are they genuinely delivering or going to farms or using it as a short cut between the A50 and A38”.

Burnside Willow Trees:  The following correspondence has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC:

“I have been investigating the extent of highway boundary here. I had initially thought that the embankment of the brook was supporting the highway and thus we would have had some liability. However, it seems that there is a retaining wall structure supporting the footway and the bank has formed over time from sediment within the brook. I would assume that the willows here are self setting within this sediment.  As such our legal seem to feel that the bank and the willow trees are not within the highway, maintainable at public expense and are likely to belong to the Environment Agency”. 

 
“I attach a plan of the area with the highway indicated in green and brown. The area where the trees are situated is not shown as highway.  There may be some works that we could do to make the passage for pedestrians more safe, but this would be to minor branches etc up to 2.1m in height from the footway”

The Environment Agency is adamant that they are not responsible for the trees.  Further to the information provided by Mr. Morris at the last meeting, the Clerk would recommend that when the tree works are carried out on The Croft that Mr. Butler, CW Services is asked to carry out an assessment and asked to provide a quotation for works to the Willow Trees. 
Traffic Regulation Orders:  The following email has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC dated 16th August 2010:-
“It is anticipated that the additional officer resource will be used to escalate the five year programme of outstanding TRO requests. It is hoped that these will be delivered during the next 12 months”.
5. POLICE MATTERS

Knowles Hill Speeding Issue: No further update has been received with regards to this item.
Police Reports:  The following email has been received from PCSO Hardware:-
“I must apologise for not getting back to you sooner as I have been on annual leave. Further to your email, I was approached by Rebecca Lees (ESBC Neighbourhood Working Officer) regarding the Parish request for a Newsletter in line with that of Strettons. I expressed my concerns to Rebecca about committing PC Musgrove or myself to producing a monthly newsletter, as we cover a total of 5 Parish Councils! As we are not office based, it would be unrealistic to commit to producing newsletter for such a large area”.       

“It was agreed with Rebecca that we would verbally or via email exchange information, which would enable Becky to produce a Rolleston Newsletter. However, I am aware Becky has been very busy & consequently we have not been in communication for sometime. 
 I understand the disappointment of the Parish, but as you will be aware we have been in constant contact with yourself. Updating both the Parish (Via you) & residents on reported incidents. Holding Police Surgeries & attending village events”.

   

“The Neighbourhood watch " OWL " system has been down for some time. All local NHW Co Originator's are aware of the situation & with the resent appointment of a Staffordshire Police Neighbourhood watch Co Coordinator; this should be resolved very soon. The next parish meeting falls on my rest days, therefore I am unable to attend. PC Musgrove is on duty & is aware of the meeting”.
6. PUBLIC FOOTPATHS
Footpath 18: The clerk and Mr. Edwards met with one of the landowners with regards to the Section 53 application to advise her of the situation and that as part of the application process notice would be served.  It transpired that there are three people that own the land, which is then leased out.  Notices have now been served on all three landowners and the farmer with regards to the Section 53 application which has been submitted to SCC for consideration.  It is understood that the landowners will be objecting to the application and it could take up to a year for the application to be determined.
Footpath 15:  It was agreed at the last meeting to consider Mr. Underhill’s email at the September meeting.

Jinny Trails Steps & Handrail:  Contact has been made by Mr. Hodgson, SCC Ranger who has advised that they will be carrying out works to the steps and replacing the handrail in the near future.
7. 2011/2012 CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROJECTS
The following projects have been put forward for consideration for 2011/2012 financial year:-

Bus shelter at Hall Road Church Road junction, Planters, Serious revamp of Spread Eagle Island,  Electrical supply to Spread Eagle Island for Christmas lights, Parish room/office,  Renew play equipment at Meadow View Play Area, Fingerpost opposite Craythorne Lane, painting Craythorne Field car park railings, further works to Jinny Nature Trail.
8. SEMI RURAL NEIGHBOURHOOD FORUM

It was agreed at the August meeting to defer this item until the September meeting when Mr. Fitton would be present.

It is suggested that the following items are considered:- a. Mr. Fitton’s email/report on the meeting, b. Review of current objectives and status of them, c. comment on make up of representation at meetings, d. agree future objectives to be put forward at the October meeting.
9. AUDIT COMMISSION – ANNUAL RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2010

Confirmation has been received that the External Audit has now been completed. On the basis of the review, it is the opinion of the External Auditor that the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commissions requirements and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met. 
10. BANK INTEREST
Bank Interest:  The clerk has spoken with Lloyds TSB with regards to this item who has recommended that Term Deposits are the best way to earn interest on funds that you do not need instant access to, without the risks associated with the stock market. They provide a guaranteed return on your funds at a fixed rate for the period they are deposited. 
The following information is for consideration:-


“The best feature of these High Interest Deposits is that there are a range of terms available, which means we are able to spread funds over a number of terms depending on the needs of your organisation. This will allow you to balance any upcoming expenditure with ensuring you are getting a competitive return on capital”.  

10. BANK INTEREST (continued)
“Terms are for 6 weeks, 3 months, 6 months, 12 months and 2 years.  So for example, if you felt that the majority of the funds were not going to be spent for 2 years however you wanted to keep some available in 6 and 12 months time, then I would be able to set up all three deposits so that you can reassess the situation at a range of intervals. Full details of our High Interest Deposits are enclosed.
As at 5th August 2010 the Bank of England base rate is at 0.50%.  The terms and indicative rates below offer you a choice of ways to maximise your funds:-.

Term                 


Gross rate*               AER*

6 Weeks              0.51%                     0.51%

3 Months             0.80%                     0.80%

6 Months             1.00%                     1.00%

1 Year               1.45%                     1.45%

2 Year               2.60%                     2.60%


A minimum of £10,000 is necessary to place any of the deposits above and all interest is paid Gros at the end of the term, except for the 2 year deposit which pays interest annually. (At present interest on the reserve account is being paid at 0.05%).
11. ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB

Since the last meeting, various pieces of correspondence have been received from Rolleston Football Club.  Attached for members is a copy of the correspondence for consideration and response.

Repair of goal mouths: A quotation is in part 2 for the repair of the goal mouths.
12. TAFFLANDS



Zip Wire Cross Beam: The clerk was contacted by Mr. Runacus on 16th August with regards to a crack in the wood on the Cross Bar of the Zip Wire which looked dangerous.  As a result the clerk contacted Mr. Edwards and Mr. Deacon and asked them both to look at the zip wire as soon as possible.   Mr. Edwards subsequently visited site and concluded that he was unhappy with the cross beam and the seat was subsequently removed to prohibit use.  An extraordinary meeting of the Parish Council was called by Mr. Edwards and Mr. Fitton for Monday 23rd August  to discuss the matter and it was concluded to replace the cross beams with steel tubes of similar diameter.  A copy of the minutes will be held in the minute book for future reference.  
13. REFRESHMENTS AT PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS

It was agreed to review this item after a three month trial period.

14. LANDSCAPING SCHEME, LAND ADJACENT SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND  

Staffordshire Environmental Fund: An appraisal and site meeting is due to take place week commencing 6th September with 

Mr. Williams from Staffordshire Environmental Fund.  The application will then be put to the panel for consideration when they meet at the end of September.
Brookside: The following letter has been received by Mr. Morris from Mrs. Thompson, White Cottage, Brookside:-

“I am writing to you in despair.  What is happening at the end of Brookside? It is an absolute disgrace.  You will remember how the end of Brookside used to be. The river bank cleared and clean, the brook itself bright and flowing – a joy to look down upon from the bridge. And now one only sees overgrown banks, the brook itself littered with rubbish and a general air of neglect.  What has happened? Doesn't anyone care any more? Have we lost the blue tits and finches forever? Do we have to look down upon the river bank with shame?”
“I despair. Has our lovely Brookside been ruined forever? What a tragedy. What a cause for shame. I could, I suppose write in anger but I write in sadness and shame”.
15. SPREAD EAGLE ISLAND BULB PLANTING


It was agreed at the last meeting to add this item to the agenda, so it could be formally agreed how much expenditure to allocate to the bulb planting.

16. YOUTH PROVISION

Mr. Badcock has submitted his apologies for the meeting, but attached is a copy of the written report that he has provided. 

17. EMERGENCY PROCEDURES IN THE EVENT OF TRAVELLERS


It is understood that Mr. Morris was due to discuss this item with Mr. O’Brien, Chief Executive, ESBC and he will be invited to provide members with an update.  Attached for members is a copy of a recent newspaper article with regards to new moves proposed by the Government. 
18. DOG CONTROL ORDERS / AMENDMENT TO BYELAWS
Attached is a copy of a letter received from Lord Henley with regards to the issue of amendment to Byelaws.

19. BROOK HOLLOWS

Correspondence has been sent to Ms. Joyce, ESBC and Ms. Lees, ESBC with regards to the Parish Councils concerns about the current upkeep of Brook Hollows.

20. LICENSING ACT 2003 – POLICY REVIEW CONSULTATION

The attached consultation has been received for review and comment by the Parish Council.

21. TUTBURY ECOGROUP

The following email has been received by Mr. Winstone from Mr. Rowe, Vice Chairman, Tutbury Eco Power Group:-

“I am a resident of Tutbury and Vice Chair of a resident led community group (Tutbury Eco Power) in the village, endeavouring to develop a renewable energy scheme using a local water source. Hopefully you may have heard about us. I obtained your email address from the Rolleston-on-Dove Parish Council website; I hope that you do not mind me contacting you this way”.

“Tutbury Eco Power (TEP) have been in existence for about twenty months and our initial aim was to re-instate the old Mill Fleam that used to power the former Plaster Mill, in order to develop a small scale hydro energy scheme. Once developed, the annual net revenues will be used to invest in environmental, energy and educational related projects in Tutbury”.

“Since our formation, we have developed strong links with Tutbury Parish Council, East Staffordshire Borough Council and Staffordshire County Council. In addition, we also have close links with Trent & Dove Housing Association, who are good supporters of our Group. We have presented at Local, County and National seminars to raise our profile. The reason for contacting you, as Chairman of Rolleston-on-Dove Parish Council, is that, following some recent Group Meetings, we have now decided to focus on developing a hydro scheme on the Weir that is at the back of Tutbury Castle. However, there are also two other smaller Weirs further down the river Dove at Rolleston and Marston. We have partnered with a company called Water Power Enterprises (www.h2ope.org.uk) as they have experience in developing similar projects in north Derbyshire (New Mills) and North Yorkshire (Settle) and, as part of our viability study of our Weir, we wondered whether Rolleston would be interested in exploring the possibility of also having a small scale hydro scheme on their Weir”.

“There is no commitment or guarantee that the scheme would be viable, but we (as Tutbury Eco Power) would pay for h2ope to visit your Weir and explore the possibility. If the scheme would be viable, Tutbury Eco Power (TEP) would work with Rolleston-on-Dove Parish Council to help develop a Community Group and work with to help you develop your scheme. The typical costs for such a scheme could be about £400k, but would be funded by a mix of Grants, Shares and potentially a Loan. Such a scheme may have the potential to create net revenues of between £25k to £50k per year, some of which could be used by a Rolleston Environmental Community Group to re-invest into your village. One of TEP's aims is to help develop a Low Carbon Community for Tutbury and potentially East Staffordshire. I would welcome an opportunity to discuss this further with yourself and, if possible Rolleston-on-Dove Parish Council”.
Mr. Winstone would like to propose that members agree for a feasibility study to be carried out.

22. COUNCILLORS REPORTS
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
23. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
It was necessary to pay the following invoice prior to this meeting.  Mr. Morris and Mr. Edwards signed the corresponding cheque and invoice.

A. A.C. Steel Services Limited

2054

£259.68

(2 x steel cross beams, Zip Wire)

The following accounts have been received for payment:-
B.
Mrs. H. Light


2055

£602.17

(Clerks Salary)
C.
HM Revenue & Customs

2056

£33.73
(Clerk NI & Tax)
D.
Mrs. H. Light


2057

£28.77




(Telephone & Internet)
E.
Mr. P. Gould


2058

£833.33

(Mowing)
F.
Mr. J. Deacon


2059

£220.31
(Play Area Contracts)
G.
Mr. J. Deacon


2060

£391.66

(Environmental Contract)
H. 
JRB Enterprises


2061

£129.84
(Dog Waste Bags)

I. 
Mr. R. Bush


2062

£65.03

(Web Fees x 2 months, VIP Hosting ¼ charge, Domain Renewal x 2 years)

J. 
Rainbow Waste


2063

£119.85

(Bin Emptying)
24. CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
Verbal complaint from Mr. Cliff, Knowles Hill with regards to litter in the hedges from Athlestan Way to Knowles Hill.
Telephone contact from Mrs. Toms of Hall Road with regards to the provision of a bus shelter opposite the Hall Road junction.
Email complaint from Mr. Foster re the poor repair of Church Road from St Marys Church to Home Farm.
25. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Members will be invited to submit items for the next agenda.

The chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press should be excluded from the meeting.
8th September 2010
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