ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 13TH OCTOBER 2003

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a.
HO/23593/012 Erection of a detached garage, 52 Beacon Road, for Mr & Mrs. Smith

b.
HO/27074/003 Widening of existing access, 81 Knowles Hill, for Mr. Alexander

c.
HO/08260/009 AMENDED DESCRIPTION Erection of a two storey side extension, a two storey rear extension and a rear conservatory and installation of a canopy part of the existing front elevation, Abercrombie Tutbury Road Rural, for Miss. J. Booth and Miss. C. Booth

d.
PA/16965/008 AMENDED PLAN SHOWING THE POSITION OF 36 & 38 SHOTWOOD CLOSE AND 28 & 30 CHURCH ROAD AND ALSO THE APPLICATION SITE AMENDED TO INCLUDE THE EXISTING ACCESS TO CHURCH ROAD Erection of a detached dwelling and formation of a new vehicular access

e.
PA/02041/003 Erection of a replacement detached dwelling at 29 Beacon Drive and a new brick wall/skin to the southern elevation of 31 Beacon Drive, for Mr. Lawson and Mr. Matthews

f.
HO/27213/002 Erection of a single storey side extension, 28 Shotwood Close, for Mr. Maskery

g.
HO/08118/006 Erection of a first floor side extension, 22 The Lawns, for Mr. Bray

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS


The following applications have been permitted: -

a.
RM/27515/003 Erection of three detached dwellings and associated garages, formation of associated parking/turning areas and access, Plots 2, 2a and 3 Neville Close, for Mr. Neville and Mr. Perkins

b.
TP/23763/002 Removal of 1 Ash tree (T310 of TPO No.1), 5 Knowles Hill, for 

Mrs. Faint


c.
HO/16820/016 Erection of a rear conservatory, Sysondale Anslow Lane, for 

Mr. Spare

d.
TN/22795/003 Removal of two limbs of ash tree and leaning sections of two hawthorns, The Croft, for Rolleston Parish Council

3.
TREE PRESERVATION ORDER



The following will be consider for a Tree Preservation Order unless members have any objections: -


‘ 23 Beacon Road, one Tulip Tree and one Giant Redwood’


4.
ADVISORY PANEL – JINNY NATURE TRAIL


The Advisory Panel met on 12th September and discussed the design of the proposed Interpretation Board.  A list of seen species of Butterflies, Moths, Birds and Vegetation was compiled.  This list has now been forwarded to the designers at Shelley Signs and Mr. Ballard, the designer recommended by the Borough Council.

5.
UPPER TRENT AREA FOCUS NEWSLETTER


A copy of the second edition of the Upper Trent Area Newsletter has been received.

6.
FLOOD WARDENS


A meeting was held on Tuesday 9th September between the four Flood Wardens, Environment Agency, Mr. Blackshaw and the Clerk.
The following was discussed: -


Due to the quick response time of the Brook from heavy rainfall the Environment Agency have suggested that the Flood Wardens and the Clerk could receive a Flood Watch message in addition to the usual flood warnings.  The Flood Watch covers a much wider area than the current warning and gives an indication that heavy rainfall is expected within this area.  The Clerk could then contact the Environment Agency to seek clarification on where the heavy rainfall was expected.


The Station Road area is susceptible to surface water flooding and the Environment Agency cannot forecast or send a flood warning for surface water flooding alone.


It was suggested that in addition to the sand bags at Brookhouse a second point should be considered.  It was suggested at the meeting that a grit bin could be positioned on the Meadow View jitty.  The grit bin could then be filled with sand and bags.


It was suggested that the Parish Council consider circulating a survey amongst the affected residents to establish those willing to accept help during a flood and those residents who could provide help. (A draft survey with a covering letter is attached for member’s approval)


A draft copy of a revised Flood Action Plan is attached for member’s approval.


The Environment Agency is going to approach the Borough Council to ascertain their policy with plastic sand bags rather than the current hessian bags.


The Environment Agency has inspected the Brook and reported that an area of weed growth has been identified and will be programmed into a schedule of work.  

7.
ANSLOW LANE


A letter has been received dated 1st October, from Mrs. Woolley, Southlands, Anslow Lane. The letter is as follows: -


“My boundary wall has again been damaged by a speeding motorist during darkness on August 31st 2003 who did not stop and admit this.  This is the fifth episode of damage both to my property and that of Brynwood since Autumn 1996.


I feel that calming measures or a barrier on the bend in this part of the Lane must now be urgently considered by my council in order to cut the speed in this Lane before further damage occurs this winter.”

8.
STAFFORDHSIRE COUNTY COUNCIL


A meeting has been arranged between the Area Highways Manager, County Councillor Bather, Chairman and Clerk on Wednesday 15th October.  This meeting has been called in order to discuss the recent public meeting about the future and improvements of Brookside.  P.C. Lear will also be present at the meeting to discuss the issue of HGV’s.

9.
TRAFFIC CALMING – CHURCH ROAD


A response is still awaited from the County Council in confirming the verbal promise that the traffic calming will proceed this April.

10.
WESTBURY HOMES DEVELOPMENT


A letter has been received dated 22nd September, form Mr. Potter, Oasis, South Hill.  He has written following the public consultation meeting on 15th September.  The letter states his ‘outrage’ about the new Westbury Homes Estate.  He states that the development is against the character of the village and has ‘patently ruined the open calm of well being and leisurely aspect that we associate with village life’.  Mr. Potter goes on to state further reasons for the development not fitting in. 


Mr. Potter concludes his letter with the following statements: -


“There is a little known law called Common Poll Offence - in offending a community by your action.  If we have lawyer in the village he may help to explore this line of action.”

11.
BROOKSIDE


A copy of a letter to Mr. Rayson, County Council, from Mr. Ely, Brookfield House, Brookside, has been received.  The letter states what was discussed at the public meeting regarding Brookside.  A copy of the letter will be available if member’s wish to see it.

12.
YOUTH GRANT


Members may wish to consider setting up a Youth Grant Working Party for the purpose of vetting grant applications.


Mr. Winstone has suggested that an application form should be sent directly to the established village organsiations. The suggested groups are: -



Scout Group, Venture Scouts



Cricket Club



Rolleston Boys Football Teams



Rolleston Club



FOJORPS



St. Mary’s Church


Members are asked to consider the above suggestions and to include any that have been over looked.

13.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL


A letter has been received from Mrs. Anderson, 24 Dovecliff Road.  Mrs. Anderson says that she is writing on behalf of the young people of the village who are in need of extra youth facilities. Mrs. Anderson states that in order for the youth of the village to access the new complex at Shobnall a safe route needs to be provided.  She says that young people would find it easier if they could cycle down the Jinny Trail that leads onto Princess Way that will then lead onto Shobnall.


She also states that there are a large number of children taken to de Ferrers each morning by car.  If the children were allowed to cycle down the Jinny Trail they would avoid the heavy traffic on Rolleston Road and Dovecliff Road.


At present there is no off road cycling facilities for the young people of the village.  She states that the recent Parish questionnaire reported that the majority of the village wishes to see cycling on the Jinny and she hopes that the Parish Council can respect the wishes of the majority. 


Quotations are being obtained to replace the vandalised Jinny Nature Trail Sign.

14.
STAFFORDSHIRE PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION


 Staffordshire Playing Field’s AGM is to be held on Wednesday 15th October at The Burntwood Leisure Centre, Lichfield, commencing at 2.00pm.  A copy of their Annual Report and Accounts 2002-2003 has also been received.

15.
JANET DEAN MP - ANNUAL REPORT


A copy of the above report has been received.

16.
ANNUAL CHILDREN’S PLAYGROUND INSPECTION


East Staffordshire Borough Council is using the National Playing Fields Association to carry out the inspections.  If the Parish Council wish to have their two Playgrounds inspected then the cost this year is £38.00 plus VAT per site.

17.
SAFELY AROUND STAFFORDSHIRE


A road guide for all road users has been received from Staffordshire County Council.

18.
FIREWORKS


A letter dated 23rd September has been received from Janet Dean.  The Fireworks Act was given Royal Assent on 18th September.  A copy of the press release has been received.

19.
PARISH PLAN


The notes taken at the public consultation meeting are attached for member’s information.

20.
ROLLESTON SCHOOLS


It was suggested that before the Parish Plan is finally published, the information gathered from the village on the future of the Schools, should be made known to the County Council.

21.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD


A response is awaited from the Land Drainage Engineer and from the Architect for the changing rooms project.

22.
LEA’S DRAFT SCHOOL ORGANISATION PLAN 2003


It was agreed that this item should be included on this month’s Agenda.

23.
SEVERN TRENT


An updated report is awaited from Severn Trent.

24.
FINGER POST


The finger post that is situated on the junction between Chapel Lane, School Lane and Beacon Road is missing two fingers.  One has been recovered and DSK have been asked to repair this finger.  The second is still missing.  Members are asked to support the Clerk in the action taken. 

25.
CRAYTHORNE WOOD


Craythorne Wood and the Jinny Trail have now been cut.

26.
LIAISON MEETING


Members are reminded that the next Liaison meeting is to be held on Monday 20th October.

27.
THE CROFT


The tree work has now been completed.  Mr. Croxall, who carried out this work, is setting out proposals for the future planting of the Little Croft.

28.
JOINT WORKING GROUP – STRETTON & ROLLESTON JINNY TRAIL


Members are reminded that the next joint meeting with Stretton Parish Council is on Monday 27th October at the Priory Centre, Stretton.  The time to be confirmed by Stretton Parish Council.

29.
RODSEC


It was suggested that this item should be on the Agenda for members to consider a donation towards RODSEC’s Traditional English Events in 2004.

30.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAY AREA


The sit and ride play equipment in the under twelve’s area has been vandalised.  Record Play have been informed and will come and inspect the equipment as soon as possible to ascertain whether the equipment needs to be replaced or repaired.

31.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



Name



Cheque Number


Amount


a.
Mitchells Industries Ltd


953


£352.50



(Minute No. 63a)


b.
Mr. P. Gould 



954


£1090.00



(September’s Payment &

Minute No. 63a)


c.
J.A. Croxall



955


£810.00



(Minute No. 44.5)


d.
DSK Engineering Services


956


£94.00



(Minute No.61:34)


e.
ESBC




957


£155.86



(August Payment)


f.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts


958


£435.96



(September Salary)


g.
Inland Revenue



959


£24.56



(Sep’ 03) National Insurance £15.16




  Tax

     £9.40


h.
Staffordshire County Council

960


£69.60



(pension) Employer  £43.50




  Employee £26.10

32.
ACCOUNTS


A copy of the Parish Council accounts from April to September 2003, is enclosed for members information.

33.
AUDIT


The Audit Commission requires more details of the variance in figures from 2002 and 2003.  Members are asked to approve the changes to the Annual Return and the Chairman and Responsible Financial Officer are asked to sign the document.

34.
STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL’ ASSOCIATION


Details have been received for the AGM and Conference of the SPCA.  The meeting is to be held on Saturday 8th November 2003 in the Council Chamber, County Buildings, Martin Street Stafford, commencing at 10.30am.


The main guest speaker will be Mr. Nigel Pursey, who was recently appointed Chief Executive of Staffordshire County Council.  He will talk about his ideas for the future of the County and about developments in partnership workings and how these may affect Parishes.


If lunch is required the bookings have to be returned by 30th October. 

35.
SPCA – NEW COUNCILLORS


An information event has been arranged for new Councillors which is to be held on Tuesday 28th October, in the Blantyre Room, Town Hall, Burton on Trent, commencing at 7.00pm – 9.30pm.


If members wish to attend then the return form has to be in by 23rd October.


36.
STAFFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST


Staffordshire Wildlife Trust has sent detail of their forthcoming events throughout Autumn and Winter.

37.
PARISH OFFICE


The Clerk will be on holiday from 27th October to 2nd November.  The Assistant Clerk will monitor the Parish Office and respond to any urgent problems.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman will move that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

