ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 12TH OCTOBER 2009
1. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY
Mr. Mike Badcock has expressed an interest in becoming a Parish Councillor, and has submitted a resume as to why he feels he is suitable for the position.  Attached is a copy of the resume for member’s perusal.  Mr. Badcock has been invited to attend the October meeting.

2. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following application has been received:-
HO/32194/003/CEH Erection of a two storey rear extension and rear conservatory, 56 Knowles Hill, Mr. Sellers.

LB/25683/010/JI Internal and external alterations including the erection of a single storey and two storey rear extensions, creations of opening on the first floor and installation of partition walls to facilitate conversion to a single dwelling, 2 and 4 Marston Lane,

HO/25683/009/JI Erection of a single storey and two storey rear extensions, 2 and 4 Marston Lane, Mr. Pusey.
3. PLANNING DECISIONS
There has been no notification of any planning decisions within the last month.

4. SCC – VARIOUS MATTERS
Village Lengthsman Maps: Members agreed to defer this item until Mr. Edwards was present.
Brookside Setts:  Mr. Fraser may wish to update members with regards to this item.

Spread Eagle Fingerpost: Mr. Fraser may wish to update members with regards to this item.

Various Matters: No further update has been received with regards to the following items:- Footway outside Cherry Cottage, Double Yellow Lines Dovecliff Road, Church Road, Installation of passing points Marston Lane, Safer Routes to school crossing, Knowles Hill speeding concerns. 

SCC CONSULTATION: Beyond the Bin campaign will be available for you to view and comment between the following dates: Start date: 24/09/09 16:36 End date: 22/11/09 15:36 Please select the following link to view this event:
http://consult.staffordshire.gov.uk/portal/beyond_the_bin
5. ESBC – VARIOUS

Shotwood Close Open Space: Bellways have started work on the removal of the trees on the open space.
Brook Hollows: The clerk has contacted ESBC and advised that members would be willing to meet again to discuss the maintenance of Brook Hollows.  ESBC are to propose some dates and it is hoped that these will be received in time for the meeting.
Development of Neighbourhood Delivery Plans: Your Chairman attended this meeting and will report to members.
Parish Councils Forum meeting:  Your Chairman attended this meeting and will report to members.
5. ESBC – VARIOUS

Planning Applications, Validation Requirements:  Members agreed at the last meeting to come up with a list of questions to put forward to ESBC.
Consultation – Draft Climate Change Strategy & Implementation:  East Staffordshire Borough Council has now completed a draft Climate Change Strategy and Implementation Plan.  This document has been drafted with the help of The Energy Saving Trust.  The full document can be viewed on the ESBC website in the consultation section and is available for consultation until 31st December 2009.
6.
TAFFLANDS – PLAYBUILDER PROJECT



Clean Up:  A clean up has been arranged for Saturday 24th October, commencing 9am, ready for the grand opening on Wednesday 28th October. Notices for the clean up have been displayed and an email has been sent to all village organizations, including all FOROS members advising them of the clean up and asking for volunteers to help.  A list of jobs to be carried out has been created and volunteers will be given a slip with a specific job to carry out on the day.  Volunteers are asked to bring along spring rakes, strimmers, secateurs etc.  



Designated “No Alcohol Area”:  The Clerk has received a request from Mr. Hall for the Parish Council to consider having the area a designated “no alcohol area” and for it to be enforced by the police. 


Bin Emptying:  After the last meeting a site meeting was held with Rainbow Waste with regards to the bin emptying and the locations as to where the bins were to be sited within the Tafflands site.  Rainbow Waste have now advised that due to the proposed distance of the bins from the road the price will be doubled £8.50 per bin, per occasion.  Members are asked to confirm this increase in expenditure.  If approved, Mr. Edwards will build enclosures for the bins so that they can be kept secure.  



ROSPA Inspection: The post installation inspection has been booked with ROSPA for Monday 5th October 2009.  ROSPA will also be carrying out Risk Assessments for the equipment and issuing a checklist as to what should be checked on a weekly basis.


Mr. Deacon: At the last meeting members agreed in principle to pay Mr. Deacon £15.00 per hour for 3 – 4 hours per week to carry out equipment inspections on Tafflands.  Now that the playground is complete members are asked to confirm that Mr. Deacon can start undertaking this work with immediate effect.  ROSPA will be issuing a checklist with regards to what should be undertaken on the weekly inspections.
Acknowledgements: The following people have contributed to the completion of the playbuilder project:- 
Barry Edwards, Bryan Chinn, John Underhill and Team, John Morris, Heidi Light, David Jennings, Andrew Jennings, Roger Gawthorpe, Jamie Winstone and Family, James Toon, Tom Deacon, John Deacon, Phil Gould, Harpur Fabrications, Topley & Fisher, Blue Cross Center.



Official Opening / Showcase Event:  



Date: As confirmed at the September meeting the Official opening is to take place on Wednesday 28th October 2009 to coincide with the Showcase event. 



Time: 12noon until 3pm.


Funding: This event is to be funded by SCC with an approximate spend of £2,500.  This is a combined expenditure between the Parish Council and Staffordshire County Council.
6. TAFFLANDS – PLAYBUILDER PROJECT (continued)
Official Opening / Showcase Event (continued)  


Ribbon Cutting & Speeches: The official opening and ribbon cutting will be carried out by Councillor Bob Marshall and Janet Dean, MP if she is available.  Janet Dean has been invited in her role as chair of the playbuilder project board. Bob Marshall and Janet Dean will make speeches along with anyone from the Parish that the Parish Council feel is appropriate.  



Temporary Event License: It has been necessary to apply for a Temporary Event License through ESBC for the event as music is likely to be played.  The license has been applied for in the name of Mrs. Heidi Light as it is not possible to apply under a group name.  The application was submitted on 2nd October 2009 and takes 12 working days to be processed.  The cost of this is £21.00 which will be paid by SCC.  
  
 
Marquee/Portaloos: A 6m x 12m marquee has been booked through Majestic events at a cost of £500 and they will also be providing two portaloos at a cost of £200.   These will be sited on Meadow View Open Space


Advice Letters:  Letters of notification have been sent to residents of Meadow View, House Numbers 1-32 (inclusive), 57, 59 and 61.
 

Letters of Invitation:  Invitations have been sent to all village organizations, all Parish Councils within East Staffordshire and the following members of ESBC and SCC: Duncan Cowie, ESBC, Liz Staples, ESBC, Bernard Peters, ESBC, Geoffrey Morrison, ESBC, Corrine O Hare, ESBC.  Councillor Bob Fraser, SCC, Renee Hardman, SCC, Caroline Johnson, SCC, Bob Marshall, SCC, Jim Brady, SCC, Janet Dean, MP.
Partner Invites:  The following organizations have been invited to attend via SCC:- Play England, Wildlife Trust, Family Information Service, C & LP co-coordinators, Youth Service, PCSO’s, PCT’s, Local dance groups, SCVYS, Leisure Centres, CANS, Children’s Centres, Libraries, Holiday Play Schemes, Childminder network, Local schools, Young farmers, District/Borough Councils, Play rangers, Fire Service, Play Champions, Outdoor education centres


Refreshments:  A refreshment van will be provided by Craythorne Farm selling hot and cold drinks, burgers etc.  A celebration cake has been ordered so that a cake can be cut and handed out.  Parish Council to arrange serving platters, paper plates, napkins.  An ice cream van has also been organized for the event.


Giveaways: A budget of £400 has been set for giveaway items.  The Parish Council is responsible for organizing these items and 150 baseball caps printed with “Tafflands 2009” have been ordered to be given in the first instance to children and young people actively engaging in workshops and competitions.  


Entertainment:  A Punch & Judy man has been booked at a cost of £150.00. He will also carry out balloon modeling and a magic show.  The Punch & Judy man has a PA system and mike for the speeches.   The dragon and large drum will be brought along by Burton Chinese Community Association at a cost of £200.00.  The clerk is currently liaising with John of Rolleston Primary School to see if they can find a group of approximately 20 10 year olds who are available on the day to be trained and perform the dragon dance. The cost includes a 1 hour training session for the students elected to take part.   There will also be an opportunity for visitors to have a go at operating the dragon and playing the instruments.  Staffordshire Wildlife has confirmed that they will run a treasure hunt and one other seasonal activity.


Garry Slack a children’s author has been booked via SCC and he will be available to do signing sessions.  The Police have confirmed that they will be sending two PCSO’s and a Police Constable.  They will have freebies and handouts to give away.  The Fire Service has also been invited to attend.


Natural Play Elements: SCC would like the Parish Council to arrange a hay bale play area.  The farmer will be reimbursed for the hay.  The clerk is currently liaising with SCC with regards to this item.
6.
TAFFLANDS – PLAYBUILDER PROJECT (continued) Official Opening / Showcase Event (continued)  
St Johns Ambulance:  St Johns Ambulance has been contacted with regards to providing support on the day.

Car Parking:  Visitors are to be encouraged to park on Craythorne Car Park and it is recommended that the field is also opened up for parking and signs erected directing visitors to site.  Mr. Edwards has drawn up a map and this has been circulated with the invitations.

Press: The Parish Council is to liaise directly with the media, although it must be made clear that it has been funded via playbuilder programme at County Council.

Fliers:  600 fliers have been designed by the clerk and ordered through SCC who will pay for these.  John of Rolleston Primary School has agreed to distribute 350 of these via the school children.  The Clerk has also arranged for 50 to be distributed to those children attending pre-school. The remaining leaflets are to be distributed via shops, libraries etc.  It is hoped that the fliers should be received for Saturday 10th October.

Help on the day:  Help and support will be required on the day with set up, liaising with entertainers, meet & greet, press, car parking etc and for clearing up at the end of the event.  Please let the clerk, know as soon as possible if you are able to assist.  A letter has also been sent to the various village organisations asking if they are able to assist in any way to let the clerk know. 

Payment:  Parish Council to pay and claim back through invoicing SCC. (In the same manner that the grant is being claimed back).

Meeting with SCC:  A meeting has been arranged with SCC for Monday 19th October at 2pm to go through the day’s events and the running of the day.  The meeting will start at the Clerks house and will then proceed onto Tafflands.
7. CRAYTHORNE WOODS
Tree Works: The Clerk contacted Mr. Oates in his capacity of Burton Conservation Volunteers for some advice on the tree work that needed to be carried out within the woods.  Mr. Oates has replied to say that he could meet with the Parish Council on the morning of the clean up and see if he can organize a few volunteers from BCV to help out with the tidy up and have a look at the trees at the same time.
Stone paths: This item was not discussed at the last meeting as agreed at the August Parish Council meeting.
8.
CRAYTHORNE GOLF CLUB – FOR INFORMATION
The following email was received from Mr. Wright, dated 21st September 2009:-

“I am in receipt of the Rolleston Parish Council Letter dated 17th September 2009 from Mr. Winstone.  It would seem that I do not receive an apology from the Council for the discourteous behaviour of Mr. Chinn and one other. Disappointingly that is what I have come to expect from your Council over the 16 years of my involvement. I have no doubt that I will not have to write to your Council again regarding your Councillors behaviour in respect of The Craythorne and these comments have been passed onto them personally. All I have ever asked is to be treated in a courteous manner.

“Thank you for Staffordshire Highways number which I have actually already contacted in the past.  I think that the reporting of the contents of my letter and subsequent Council discussions in the Council minutes are extremely vague and no doubt designed not to highlight Mr Chinn’s behaviour. I will be watching the minutes regularly and if The Craythorne name comes up again, then have the decency to contact us”. 

“No doubt your Council does not want further communication with me on the subjects raised but you will, if there any further occurrence”.

9.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL


At the September Village Liaison meeting the meeting were shown a PowerPoint presentation of a digital recreation of Rolleston on Dove Railway Station.  The presentation was given by Mr. Clive Baker, Railway Enthusiast.  A copy of a pamphlet given to the Clerk by Mr. Baker is attached for member’s perusal.  At the end of the presentation, it was concluded that the permission of the Parish Council was sought to allow for a working party to be set up to take on the project and investigate funding that could be available for the project.


Members also agreed at the September meeting to add this item to the October agenda with regards to future maintenance plans.
10. RECREATIONAL 
The following items still need to be progressed: - Shelter Elizabeth Avenue, Trim Trail Craythorne Field, Basketball wall Elizabeth Avenue.  Members are asked if they will take on an item in order to investigate costs etc so that the items can move forwards.   


11.
ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB


A meeting has now taken place with Rolleston Football Club.  Attached is a copy of the minutes for members.  A copy of the minutes will also be held in the minute book for future reference.



There were no additions/amendments to the proposed rules of use for the field submitted to the clerk after the last meeting. If members are in agreement, the rules of use will be issued to the football club and football league for circulation.  It is also recommended that a sign is made and erected at Craythorne with the rules of use.  These rules could also be printed in the next edition of the Rollestonian. 

12.
OUTDOOR VARIOUS
Environmental & Mowing Officer:  Attached are copies of the proposed contracts for renewal.  Members are asked to approve these so that an advertisement can be placed in the Burton Mail inviting people to quote for contract.  Mr. Gould will automatically be invited to quote for contract.  It is recommended that the deadline for quotations be the end of November so that the quotations can be approved at either the December or January meeting.  Members are asked to consider if they wish the contract to be renewed on a 2 year or 3 basis.  Mr. Winstone has asked for the cutting of Beacon Road verges to be added to the agenda.
Ex Civic Trust Lawnmower:  Members are advised that the mower donated by the Civic Trust has broken down.  Mr. Chinn and Mr. Toon have looked at the mower and advised that there is a carburetor fault, leaking oil seal, poor compression, main deck is holed and weakened by corrosion and appears to be beyond economical repair.  Permission is sought to scrap the mower. 
The Croft Almshouses: A meeting has now taken place with the Almshouse Trustees.  Attached is a copy of the minutes from the meeting.
Craythorne Car Park:  The works are now underway on Craythorne Car Park.  
Footpath Beacon Road to Elizabeth Avenue:  The tarmac works are underway on this footpath.


13.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.  
14.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE

A letter has been sent to De Ferrers asking with assistance to help find a Youth Representative to stand on the Parish Council.

15. VILLAGE PANCAKE RACES
A request has been received from Rolleston Civic Trust to hold the annual pancake races on Saturday 13th February 2010, on The Croft.  The races will commence at 2pm and access will be required to The Croft earlier in the day in order to prepare a narrow strip of land, which would involve clearing the route of any debris, mowing a strip of grass, and setting out rope boundaries.
16. VILLAGE CHRISTMAS TREE

The Parish Council are asked to confirm of they wish to sponsor the village Christmas tree again this year to be located on the Almshouses Lawn.  Approximate cost £90 - £110.00.


17.
ANNUAL PLAYGROUND INSPECTIONS



The annual playground inspections have been carried out on both the Elizabeth Avenue and Meadow View Site.  


ELIZABETH AVENUE: Assessed level of risk for the playground at the time of inspection: - MEDIUM RISK
The following recommendations were made for the Elizabeth Avenue Site:-

· Climbing Frame, algae growth on surface giving slippery conditions. Power washing is recommended. (Care should be taken to ensure surface can sustain high pressure washing)
· Rotator, rub down and treat damaged laminate edges

· Slide, paintwork in poor condition, de-scale and coat with lead free paint, using appropriate precautions.  Surfacing, algae growth on surface giving slippery conditions.  Power washing is recommended. (Care should be taken to ensure surface can sustain high pressure washing)

· Swings, the item fails to meet the requirements of EN1176 in the following respects: - the distance between the seat side and support is insufficient (low risk).  Recommendation, re-set to correct height.  To meet EN1176 the minimum ground clearance is 350mm.  A maximum seat surface to ground distance of 635mm is recommended.

· Goal Posts x 2: Paintwork in poor condition, de scale and coat with lead free paint, using appropriate precautions.



MEADOW VIEW: Assessed level of risk for the playground at the time of inspection: LOW RISK


The following recommendations were made for the Meadow View Site:-
· Bird Fouling present:  It is recommended that the play equipment is regularly checked for bird fouling. If found the affected items should be cleaned with a disinfectant solution.

· The swing seat has been damaged but does not require immediate replacement.  Recommendation is to monitor and replace when hard material is exposed.  

18.
PLAYBUILDER ACCOUNTS

The following invoices have been paid under playbuilder expenditure:-

Defabs Engineering

1880

£1352.40



(Final payment slide)


Signcraft Bretby


1881 

£103.50


(Signs for equipment)


ESBC



1882

£21.00


(License for temporary event)

19.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light

1883

£581.18


(Clerks Salary)
b.
HM Revenue & Customs
1884

£46.12
(Clerk NI & Tax)

c.
Mrs. H. Light

1885

£31.29






(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould

1886

£1244.57




(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
St Marys Church

1887

£48.00



(Recycling Payment)


f.
JRB Enterprises

1888

£97.18



(Dog bag Dispensers)


g.
Playsafety Ltd

1889

£251.85



(Playground Inspections, E.Avenue/Meadow. View)

20.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The Clerk will report on correspondence that has been received. 

21. ENFORCEMENT MATTERS
Mr. Morris had an informal meeting with the planners with regards to the property believed to be using their paddock for garden purposes.  They agreed that the play equipment should be removed.  The planners have agreed to contact the enforcement department and ask them to take a gentle line initially and assume that the breach is due to ignorance. 
22.
DECISIONS MADE OUT OF MEETINGS

Mr. Winstone has asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

23.
2010/2011 PRECEPT
Members are asked to consider projects for the 2010/2011 Precept and to bring any suggestions to the meeting.


Attached is a copy of the accounts for the first 6 months of the 2009/10 financial year.
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