ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 14TH SEPTEMBER 2009
PRESENT

Mr. J. Winstone

Mr. A. Fitton 




Mr. J. Morris





Mrs. R. Carlton

Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. B. Chinn




Mrs. H. Light, Clerk


Three members of the public, County Councillor Fraser and Mr. Sal Khan, ESBC were in attendance.
39.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 
Mr. Jennings advised members that Rolleston Club had erected some signs advertising their fun day on the grass verge opposite Cross Lane and that they had not yet been removed.  Mr. Jennings advised that Mr. Gould had pulled them up but that they were still lying where he had left them.


Mr. Wyers advised members that he had been asked to convey a message from the police advising that there had been a recent spate of workmen’s vans being broken into.  Mr. Wyes told members that the police had suggested that when talking to people to advise them to empty their vans.

40.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. S. Redgrave, Mr. J. Toon, Mrs. B. Toon and 

Mr. B. Edwards.
41.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record.
42.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER

Mr. Fraser did not make a report to the meeting.


Mr. Winstone asked Mr. Fraser if the County Council would allow someone from within the village to replace the missing setts.  Mr. Fraser replied that it was his knowledge that the setts were very deep and although he didn’t foresee a problem with Mr. Winstone’s suggestion it would have to be approved by Mr. Rayson, SCC.  Mr. Fraser agreed to speak to Mr. Rayson with regards to the suggestion.

43.
REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Mr. Morris reported that the Borough Council had adopted three new National Indicators on Global Warming and that the Borough was looking to make a 2% reduction in its global emissions.

44.
PRESENTATION BY MR. SAL KHAN, ESBC RE PACT 

Mr. Khan explained to members that the PACT groups were initially set up by the police and that the idea of the groups was to give service providers the opportunity to improve things at grass roots level.  In reply to a question raised by Mr. Winstone, Mr. Khan advised that historically the meetings highlight issues in service and there was no history of residents grouping together to bring up issues.  Mr. Fitton advised Mr. Khan that he was concerned that the way he viewed it was that people were asking to have things done through the democratic process and they are not being done so they therefore go through PACT which is the undemocratic process.  
44.
PRESENTATION BY MR. SAL KHAN, ESBC RE PACT (continued)

Mr. Fitton asked Mr. Khan is a PACT group has to have a required composition and do any of the members of the groups have to be elected.  Mr. Khan that there was no written criteria as when the groups were set up, the police felt that it gave them another access point to speak to people.  Mr. Fitton replied by asking if the PACT group decided to do something if it is then put to a referendum.  Mr. Khan replied that generally not as the issues are generally vetted and the issues are resolved very quickly.  Mr. Chinn asked how PACT was going to work when we are all aware that both ESBC and SCC have very limited resources which results in things not getting done.  Mr. Khan replied that he didn’t feel communities were getting a better service by being part of the PACT scheme and resolved that is Rolleston wanted to look at setting up some kind of Forum or an alternative to PACT then he would be happy to help set a group up. 

The Chairman thanked Mr. Khan for attending the meeting.
45. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

46. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9TH SEPTEMBER 2009
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members commented on the following application:-

Application No ES.09/13: Construction of additional livestock housing with the removal of the existing redundant buildings at Bleak House Farm, Lodge Hill, Tutbury.

Members had no objection to this application.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning decisions.

3. SCC – VARIOUS MATTERS (Clerks Report, Item 4)
The Clerk advised that the following update had been received via email from Mr. Rayson dated 14th September 2009:- 
Knowles Hill Speeding Concerns:  “The speed indication signs were placed in Knowles hill but they were placed there as a deterrent. Unfortunately it is not possible to extract usable data from these signs at present which gives an accurate picture of the speed of vehicles. It appears the signs pick up vehicles from a distance away and measures their speed until they pass the sign; it then averages out the speed as opposed to giving its highest recorded speed. Obviously the average speed may be considerably lower than the highest speed and as such the data becomes unrealistic. It is however felt that the signs do act as a reminder to drivers of their speed and it has been decided to continue their use at known sites of concern. We will continue to use loops and radar detectors to capture speed and volume data.  There are currently no proposals for additional rumble strips due to the proximity of adjacent properties”. 
Members concluded that the Parish Council should ask to see a copy of the data anyway. 
Village Lengthsman Maps: Members agreed to leave this item on the agenda as it was understood that 
Mr. Edwards had previously agreed to plot the maps.
Various Matters: Members noted that no further update had been received with regards to the following items:- Spread Eagle Fingerpost, Footway outside Cherry Cottage, Double Yellow Lines Dovecliff Road, Church Road, Brookside Setts, Installation of passing points Marston Lane, Safer Routes to school crossing. 

Introduction of Neighbourhood Highway Teams: The Clerk gave members a copy of the letter that had been received from SCC introducing the Neighbourhood Highway Teams.

46. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9TH SEPTEMBER 2009 (continued)
4. ESBC – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 5)
Clean Neighbourhood and Environment Act 2005 – Dog Control Orders:  Members agreed to submit the following to ESBC:-
Elizabeth Avenue Play Area (Fenced Area) – Dogs Excluded

Meadow View Play Area (Fenced Area) – Dogs Excluded

The Croft, Tafflands Play Area, Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field, Craythorne Playing Field, Meadow View Open Space, Jinny Nature Trail – Dogs on leads.

Gambling Act 2005 – Policy Review Consultation: Members made no comment on this consultation.
Shotwood Close Open Space: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks report.
Cemetery:  Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report and an additional email from 
Ms. Lees that advised no work would be carried out within this financial year.
Planning Application – Validation Requirements: Members noted the details of the email that had been received.  Members agreed that the Parish Council should come up with some topics and ask what the Borough Councils policies are on them.  It was agreed to add this item to the next agenda.
Brook Hollows: The Clerk reported that the following email had been received via Miss. Lees, ESBC:-
“I understand there has been some confusion over the maintenance of this area as it used to fall to the Civic Trust to maintain. The Green Space team apologise for the inconvenience however are unable to locate the civic trust map that you have previously forwarded on to them due to several people leaving the authority who were leading on this issue”. 

“Unfortunately the team are unable to provide Rolleston Parish Council with a grant to perform the required maintenance on Brook Hollows. However, Trudi Joyce and/or Lawrence Oates from the Green Space Team are happy to meet with members of the Parish Council on site to discuss the original maintenance plans and map up the area and the work that is required. This can then be incorporated in to the ESBC maintenance contract.  If you would like to forward me a list of suitable dates and times I can liaise with Trudi and Lawrence to arrange a meeting”. 

Members agreed that a meeting should be arranged.  The Clerk advised that Mr. Gould had provided a quotation of £1100.00 per annum to carry out the work that had been previously undertaken by the Civic Trust.  
Planning Applications: Electronic Consultations:  Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.  Mr. Morris advised members that he had spoken to Mr. Khan, ESBC and he had agreed to try and source the Parish Council a laptop.  Mr. Morris advised members that he was still pressing the planning department to ensure that scale bars were on all applications.
Development of Neighbourhood Delivery Plans:  Mr. Winstone and Mr. Fitton agreed to attend this meeting.
Parish Councils Forum meeting: Mr. Winstone agreed to attend this meeting.
Recycling payment: Mr. Chinn proposed and Mr. Fitton seconded that the payment be made to St Marys Church.
SCC Highways Matters: The Clerk advised that Ms. Lees had advised that she would shortly be having a meeting with SCC Highways and that she would raise the outstanding issues within the village.
5.
COLLEGE FIELD

Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report. 
46. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9TH SEPTEMBER 2009 (continued)
6. CRAYTHORNE GOLF CLUB (Clerks Report, Item 8)
Mr. Chinn advised members that he could completely justify all the actions he had taken with regards to the Craythorne Golf Club and did not wish to participate in any discussion concerning Mr. Wright.
Members agreed that Mr. Winstone should reply to Mr. Wright’s letter and state that the Parish Council has taken note of his comments.

7. CRAYTHORNE WOODS (Clerks Report, Item 7)
Mr. Chinn advised members that he had spent a lot of time in the woods and his opinion was that a lot of oaks have been planted to close together and are becoming stunted and that the trees would benefit from being thinned out.  It was agreed to ask for some specialist advice from Staffordshire Wildlife, Burton conservation volunteers and the National Forrest.

Mr. Morris advised members that he was against Mr. Edward’s and Mr. Chinn’s views to clear out the trees and to strim around them etc.  Mr. Chinn replied that the area that has been cleared is no further out than what was proposed on the original playbuilder plans.
8. TAFFLANDS – PLAYBUILDER PROJECT (Clerks Report, Item 6)


Maintenance & Inspection: Mr. Chinn advised that Mr. Deacon had provided a quotation of £15.00 per hour to carry out tasks such as grass cutting and playground inspections, and that he would provide a quotation for repairs on an ad-hoc basis.  Members agreed in principle for Mr. Deacon to take on this work for approximately 3-4 hours per week. 

Signage: Members agreed to leave the decision with regards to the signage to Mr. Edwards.


Bin Emptying:  Members agreed to proceed with the quotation provided by Rainbow Waste and that we should have two bins.  Mr. Chinn advised that he had been asked for a dog bag dispenser to be provided at this location.  The Clerk advised members that the use of the bags had spiralled in recent months and suggested that this request be deferred until some figures on expenditure could be reviewed at the next meeting.

Opening: Members noted that SCC had chosen Tafflands as the area to showcase for East Staffordshire and that the showcase event was scheduled for Wednesday 28th October 2009.  It was agreed to hold a clean up of the area on Saturday 24th October in preparation for the opening of the event.  The Clerk advised members that there would be around £2,500 to spend on the opening which would be funded by SCC.  The Clerk also advised that a meeting needed to be arranged between the Parish Council, SCC and ESBC with regards to the event.

Expenditure to Date: Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report. 
9.
RECREATIONAL (Clerks Report, Item 10)

The Clerk issued members with a list of rules that she had come up with for the field.  Mr. Winstone asked for it to be added that any pre booked activity had precedence.  It was suggested that members have a look at the proposed rules and email the clerk and Mr. Winstone with any further suggestions.

The Clerk advised members that a meeting had been arranged with representatives from the football club to take place immediately after the Village Liaison meeting on Monday 21st September 2009.

10.
OUTDOOR VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 12)
Environmental & Mowing Officer:  Mr. Chinn asked if the contract that members had been given was a replica of the one signed by Mr. Gould as he understood that Mr. Gould’s did not state that he had to collect grass cuttings.  The Clerk advised that without looking she would not be able to confirm this, but that she would get back to members with regards to this query.  Members noted that both contracts would need to go out to tender and members were asked to review the contracts and forward any suggested amendments to the clerk.

The Croft – SCC: Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
46. 
CLERKS REPORT DATED 9TH SEPTEMBER 2009 (continued)
10.
OUTDOOR VARIOUS (continued)

The Croft Almshouses: A meeting was rescheduled for Monday 28th August, commencing 7.30pm, Old Grammar School Rooms.
Jinny Nature Trail:  Mr. Chin advised that work was underway on the trail.  Mr. Morris advised members that he had applied for a £1200 WASP grant towards the project.
11. FLY POSTING 
The Parish Council agreed that they were against any signs on highways furniture or highways land.  It was agreed that a code of what is acceptable should be drawn up and circulated via the next edition of the Rollestonian.


Mr. Winstone agreed to go and speak to the owner of The Lawns salon and request that she remove the advertising banner which was attached to the railings of The Lawns Bridge. 

Standing Orders were suspended at 9.15pm.

12. COUNCILLORS REPORTS 
Mr. Chinn suggested that the Parish Council may consider making a donation to the Blue Cross Centre for the large amount of top soil they had donated to the playbuilder project.

Mr. Winstone advised members that he had received complaints from Walford Road residents about thistles blowing off the field at the rear of Walford Road.  He advised that the field was rented out and that the owner was upset that the field had been left to become overgrown.  It was suggested that the parish council should look at this item next year to ensure that the tenant maintains the field.  Mr. Winstone also advised that there had been previous reports of ragwort on the field.
13.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE (Clerks Report, Item 14)

The Clerk advised that she was yet to write to De Ferrers with regards to this item.



14.
PLAYBUILDER ACCOUNTS

Members noted the following accounts had been paid under playbuilder expenditure:

a.
Eggleston Steel

1862

£145.04
b.
Longcliffe Quarries
1863

£226.55
(Re Charged to Jinny Trail)

c.
Longcliffe Quarries
1864

£249.55


d.
Screwfix Direct

1865

£34.76

e.
Elite Minimix

1866

£325.02
15.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Members resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light

1867

£581.18



(Clerks Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs
1868

£46.12

(Clerk NI & Tax)

46. CLERKS REPORT DATED 9TH SEPTEMBER 2009 (continued)
15.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
c.
Mrs. H. Light

1869

£31.79







(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould

1870

£1244.57





(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
JRB Enterprises

1871

£97.18



(Dog Waste Bags)

f.
Mr. Richard Bush

1872

£49.47



(Web fees)


g.
Rainbow Waste 

1873

£78.20



(Bin emptying)


h.
Mr. J. Deacon

1874

£3461.50



(Playbuilder Expenditure)


I.
Mr. B. Edwards

1875

£238.80



(Playbuilder Expenditure)


j.
Mr. B. Chinn

1876

£87.01



(Jinny Trail materials)


k.
Mr. B. Chinn

1877

£14.89



(Playbuilder Expenditure)

l.
Longcliffe Quarries
1878

£1184.64



(Stone Jinny Nature Trail)

m.
Defab Engineering Ltd
1879

£1352.40



(50% deposit, slide, playbuilder)



Mr. Chinn and Mrs. Warren signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.

16.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
· Copy of two letters sent to ESBC Planning Department by the VDSG with regards to the recent decision to permit the Kelvingrove, South Hill and Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane, planning applications.
· Copy of an email sent to SCC by Mrs. Bullivant, Dovecliff Road concerning the dangerous condition of the bus stop on Dovecliff Road due to the overgrown hedge.
· Copy of correspondence sent by Mr. Rayson to Mr. Brittan, Church Road agreeing that SCC will undertake a new traffic survey along Church Road ASAP.
17. VILLAGE LIAISION MEETING
Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.

18. MIDLANDS RURAL HOUSING (Agenda, Item 7)
Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report and that the next Parish Council meeting would commence at 7.15pm.

22. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA (Clerks Report, Item 9)
Jinny Nature Trail

The Chairman moved that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 

19. WALFORD ROAD GARDEN RENT
The Clerk advised members that £50.00 had been received from Mr. & Mrs. Stephens for payment of their garden rent.  The Clerk advised members that Mr & Mrs Stephens had requested that the following statement was placed on record: - “We feel the increase and the amount we have to pay for the rent of this small area of garden land is extremely high”.

20.
ENFORCEMENT MATTER (Clerks Report, Item 21)
Mr. Morris advised that he had been made aware of a property along Beacon Road that had been using the paddock at the rear of their property as a garden and that there was currently goal posts and a trampoline on the land.  Mr. Morris advised members that he understood that if the land was used as a garden for 5 years then it could become development land.  It was agreed that Mr. Morris should speak to ESBC and ask for clarification on this matter and obtain the necessary legal advice.


The Clerk requested that if any correspondence was sent by the Parish Council on this matter that it did not come directly from her as she knew the family on a personal basis.

21. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY (Clerks Report, Item 1)
Mr. Morris advised members that he had received a written application for the position from Mr. Badcock.  A copy of the submission was passed to the clerk.
CHAIRMAN
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