ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 10TH AUGUST 2009
PRESENT

Mr. A. Fitton, acting Chairman 




Mr. J. Morris





Mrs. B. Toon





Mr. B. Edwards




Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. B. Chinn




Mrs. H. Light, Clerk

Four members of the public were in attendance.

31.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 

Mr. Wyers conveyed his thanks to the Parish Council for their help and assistance with the recent flooding issues experienced by some residents of Alderbrook Close and added that he hoped the problem had now been resolved.

32.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE


Apologies for absence were received from Mr. J. Winstone, Mrs. S. Redgrave, Mr. J. Toon and 
Mr. B. Fraser.
33.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

The minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record.
34.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER

Mr. Fraser submitted his apologies for the meeting.
35.
REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Mr. Morris did not make a report to the meeting.

36.
PRESENTATION BY MS. REALFF, ESBC RE EMERGENCY PROCEDRES IN INVASION OF TRAVELLERS 

Ms. Realff was unable to attend the meeting.

37. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Page 19, Item 27:  The clerk was asked if a list of outstanding SCC and ESBC issues had been sent to 
Ms. Lees for action.  The clerk replied that it had.

Page 23, Item 12: The clerk advised that Mr. Winstone had replied to Mr. Wright’s letter and that 
Mr. Wright had responded to the letter and that it was the intention of Mr. Winstone to reply again to Mr. Wright.  Mr. Morris read Mr. Wright’s letter out to members.  Mr. Chinn asked for it to be recorded that he was very upset that Mr. Winstone had sent the letter without his prior knowledge.  The Clerk clarified that at the August meeting members had agreed that a letter should be sent by the Chairman to Mr. Wright. It was agreed that a copy of the correspondence should be distributed to members and the issue added as an agenda item for the September meeting. (Clerks Report Item 6)
38. CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th AUGUST 2009
1. PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY (Clerks Report, Item 21)
Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.

2. ALMSHOUSE TRUSTEES

Mr. Edwards proposed, Mr. Chinn seconded and it was unanimously agreed that Mrs. Toon should stand as the Parish Councils nominated trustee for the Almshouses.
3. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members commented on the following applications:-

Mr. Chinn and Mr. Edwards declared a personal interest in the following application and did not comment on the proposals.

PA/32445/001/JI Change of use from agricultural to equestrian use and construction of a stable block and tack room, Cross Farm, Cross Lane, Mr. Jennings.
Members had no objections to this application.

PA/20292/032/JI Erection of a detached dwelling, Orchard Barn, School Lane, Rolleston on Dove.

 

Members of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council strongly object to the above application.  Members are against back land development.  The area is adjacent to the Conservation area within the heart and a sensitive part of the village.  
The Clerk advised members that application PA/02041/007/JI Erection of two attached dwellings as a replacement for 29 Beacon Drive was to be considered by the Planning Applications Committee on Monday 17th August and asked if any member was available to represent the Parish Council to speak at the planning applications committee meeting at the Town Hall, at 2pm.  Mr. Fitton advised members that there was a possibility that he would be able to attend, but that he would need to check his work commitments and advise the clerk accordingly.  
HO/01631/014/CEH Erection of a detached double garage with storage area above, Ormuz Cottage, Hall Grounds, Mr. & Mrs. John Hetherington.

The exchange of correspondence was discussed with regards to this application.  Mr. Morris advised that he had spoken with ESBC and they had advised that although the plans were difficult to understand they weren’t bad enough for them to be thrown out.  Mr. Edwards replied that the planning application did not comply with ESBC Validation of Applications, National Statutory Requirements document.  Mr. Morris advised that he was very concerned that the Parish Council was in grave danger of alienating ESBC.   Mr. Edwards proposed that the Parish Council should advise ESBC that they would like to know if ESBC have to abide by the National Statutory Requirement document, and if so how many failures to adhere to the policy are acceptable.  This proposal was seconded by Mr. Chinn and moved by the vote of Mr. Fitton.  Mr. Morris and Mrs. Warren voted against the proposal and Mrs. Toon abstained from making a vote. (Clerks Report, Item 4)
4.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning decisions.
5. SCC – VARIOUS MATTERS (Clerks Report, Item 3)
Safer Routes to School:  The Clerk advised that she had received an email from Mr. Fraser advising that he had held a site meeting with Mr. Rayson, SCC and he had agreed to add the proposed crossing to the work list.  
38. CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th AUGUST 2009 (continued)
5.
SCC – VARIOUS MATTERS (continued) (Clerks Report, Item 3)
Spread Eagle Fingerpost:  The Clerk advised that she had received the following update from Mr. Fraser: - “I also raised to Spread Eagle Fingerpost and he will include the normal post type. If the Parish adds the additional cost of the “fingerpost” style you want, it can proceed”.  Members discussed that Mr. Rayson had originally stated that the post would be restored to its original state and Mr. Chinn proposed, Mr. Edwards seconded and it was unanimously agreed that we should write to Mr. Rayson and state this.  It was suggested that we should enquire what the cost implications are likely to be for the post to be restored. 
Ongoing Items:  Members noted the details of these items from the Clerks Report. 
6. ESBC – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 4)
Meadow View Litter Notice: Mr. Edwards proposed, Mr. Chinn seconded and it was moved that the sticker should be removed from the Parish Council sign.  It was agreed that the neighbourhood wardens should be invited to attend a meeting towards the end of the year.
Brook Hollows:  Mr. Morris advised that he had been to see Mr. Cowie and he had said that Brook Hollows could be managed in a number of ways, the Parish Council take it over lock stock and barrel or the Parish Council could take over the management of the area leaving ESBC with ownership and overall responsibility.  Members discussed the de silting that may be required and it was concluded that the last major de silting took place in the 1980’s and any de silting would cost tens of thousands of pounds.   
It was agreed that Mr. Gould should be asked to provide a quotation for the maintenance schedule and agreed that we should contact ESBC and see what the maintenance costs were over the past few years.  It was agreed that Mr. Fitton, Mr. Morris and Mr. Chinn should get together to look at the implications of taking over Brook Hollows.
Land adjacent 4 Marston Lane: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report and agreed that this item should be removed from the agenda.
PACT: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Shotwood Close Open Space: Members noted that no further update was available on this item.
Winton Hall Grounds: Mr. Morris advised that the swimming pool would be taken out on or before the 13th September 2009.
Cemetery:  Members noted that no further update was available on this item.
Electronic Consultation – Planning Applications:  Members discussed the possibility of the purchase of a laptop and it was agreed that the clerk and Mr. Morris should meet before the next Parish Council meeting to see if his equipment provided by ESBC would be compatible with the projector available in the Old Grammar School rooms.
East Staffordshire Housing Strategy: Members agreed to submit the following comments: - “Members do not feel that they can accept the strategy as two documents that we have received from ESBC have conflicting data/figures around the forecasted population”.  
“Page 7, paragraph 1.5, the first bullet point states that the population of East Staffordshire is projected to grow by 21,000 by 2031.  Page 14 of the Playing Pitch Strategy the third paragraph states that the East Staffs population will increase by 30,960 by 2026.  Both of these figures cannot be correct and we therefore believe that at least one of these documents is flawed.  Members would like to add that any 106 agreement money should be kept within the area of development, e.g. the village.  Members would like to add that they do not feel that they are given adequate time to review and comment on consultations”.
38. CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th AUGUST 2009 (continued)
7. ALDERBROOK CLOSE FLOODING

Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
8. COLLEGE FIELD (Clerks Report, Item 5)
Mr. Morris advised that he had spoken with Mr. Cowie and he had recommended that the Parish Council should ensure that they put forwards “needs” for the space via the ESBC Play Strategy Consultation.  Mr. Fitton advised that he had been unable to secure a meeting with the college and it was agreed that a letter should be sent to them requesting a meeting so we can discuss their proposals for the field.
9.
PC DAVE LEAR
It was agreed that a vote of thanks should be recorded for P. C. Lear and that the Parish Council should write to him and wish him well for the future.
10.
FOROS 
Mr. Chinn advised members that he was very disappointed that no one from FOROS or the other village organisations had come forward to help with the playbuilder project.  Mr. Chinn advised members that he wished to relinquish the role of Chairman for the group.
11. TAFFLANDS – PLAYBUILDER PROJECT (Clerks Report, Item 8)

Opening: Members noted that this item was to be discussed under the Recreational meeting item.
Byelaws: The Clerk reported that she had received the following email from Alasdair Grant, Rights of Way Policy and Legislation Branch, Defra: - “I consider that there is no need to change the byelaws to include the name Tafflands because as long as the play area remains within the Woods covered by the byelaws, all of the byelaws that apply to the woods also apply to the play area. But you may wish to make a set of byelaws within a set of byelaws (under the name of Craythorne Woods byelaws) that specifically refer to the play area under the name of Tafflands. If you do so, then those byelaws would only apply to the play area rather than the whole woods”.
Expenditure: The Clerk reported that expenditure was currently at £36,247.92 and that a payment of £32,000 had been received from SCC.
Slide:  Mr. Edwards advised members that the storage unit and mound had been created in addition to the original plans but within the allocated budget.  Mr. Edwards asked if the Parish Council would underwrite the cost of a slide should there not be enough money available within the grant allocation.  Mr. Edwards suggested that the slide would cost around £2,500.  Mr. Edwards proposed, Mr. Morris seconded and all members voted in favour of the Parish Council underwriting the cost of the proposed slide.
12. OUTDOOR VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 10)
Environmental & Mowing Officer:  Mr. Gould advised members that he had recently collected a large amount of glass bottles from the entrance of Elizabeth Avenue Play Area.  Mr. Edwards asked Mr. Gould when the benches would be painted and he replied that they would be painted when the schools went back at the beginning of September.  Mr. Gould asked for the Parish Councils permission to remove some of the lower branches of the trees on the Twentylands Island as they were hazardous.  Members approved this request.  Mr. Morris advised members that he had visited Church Stretton at the weekend, a village of similar size to Rolleston and that the grass cutting there was abysmal.
The Croft – SCC: Members noted that this item had still not progressed.  It was agreed that Meadow View should also be registered as a public open space with SCC.
38.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th AUGUST 2009 (continued)
12. OUTDOOR VARIOUS (continued) (Clerks Report, Item 10)
The Croft Almshouses: A meeting was scheduled for Monday 24th August, commencing at 7.30pm to discuss the triangle of land on the Croft with the Almshouse trustees.  Mr. Fitton, Mrs. Toon, Mr. Chinn and the clerk agreed to attend on behalf of the Parish Council.
Jinny Nature Trail including ditches: The following objective was proposed to members: - “To improve the pathway of the Jinny trail, near to the boundary with Stretton, by regrading and improving drainage”. 
It was proposed that this could be achieved by purchasing approximately 120 tonnes of limestone (as used on the Craythorne car park) and distributing it at the low points of the path. The ditches up to the footbridge to be cleared to improve general drainage, and some trees which have rooted in the ditch to be removed together with some which are in poor condition e.g. elders, to obtain access to the ditch.  The spoil from the ditches to be moved to a site near the access to the side path and distributed evenly over the ground.  Any tree rubbish to be removed from site by contractor.  
Mr. Chinn advised members that two contractors who had been approached previously did not wish to undertake the work and that Mr. Deacon had expressed an interest in carrying out the work and had met with him and undertaken a site visit. Mr. Chinn advised that Mr. Deacon would work on a day rate basis and has the appropriate equipment. Mr. Chinn advised that Mr. Deacon had indicated that the work was likely to be around £2,200, plus materials which would cost approximately £1,200.  It was agreed that Mr. Morris should submit a grant application through the WASP scheme for £1,000 towards the works.  
Mr. Chinn proposed, Mrs. Toon seconded and members voted in favour of Mr. Deacon carrying out and commencing with the work as soon as possible. Members agreed that Mr. Chinn should act as Project Manager for the work.  It was noted that the Parish Council would need to directly purchase the stone.  It was agreed to advise Stretton Parish Council that we would be undertaking some work on the trail and advise them to contact us if they had any queries.
Bus Shelter, Rolleston Club: Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
Disabled access, Craythorne Field:  Members resolved not to proceed with this item and agreed that it should be removed from the agenda.
Area around Football Club Portacabin: Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
Brookside: Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.
Standing orders were suspended at 9.15pm.
13. RECREATIONAL SUB COMMITTEE MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 9)
Shelter:  It was agreed that some samples of shelters should be sourced, including ones with open sides and seats etc.  

Trim Trail:  Members agreed to this proposal and it was suggested that this item could be progressed prior to the completion of playbuilder.  
Basketball Wall: It was agreed that quotations should be sought and to see what’s available.
Football Club: It was agreed that a meeting should be arranged with the football club ASAP and that Mr. Fitton and Mr. Winstone should attend. Mr. Edwards asked that the football club are also asked to open their gate on match days to allow for additional car parking.
38.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th AUGUST 2009 (continued)
14. TENNIS COURTS
Mr. Edwards proposed and it was unanimously agreed to reject the proposals put forwards in Mr. Jobson’s letter.  It was agreed that the Parish Council should write to Mr. Jobson and say we have taken note of his comments, considered them and are not prepared to proceed any further.
15. ESBC – DRAFT OPEN SPACE & PLAYING PITCH STRATEGY
Members agreed to submit the following comments on the strategy:-
· Members of the Parish Council are not aware of a large demand for the need of tennis courts.
· Rolleston is in need of additional space for cricket pitches.  At present Rolleston Cricket club use an additional pitch in Marchington as there is not enough space in Rolleston.  This is not sustainable as it means that people are forced to use cars for travel.
· There is a need for additional football pitches in Rolleston.  Rolleston football club are currently the only club to officially use Craythorne Field for games, which has 3 pitches.  We note from the Sport England report that they recommend that pitches should only be played twice weekly and therefore the pitches in Rolleston are overused.  We have in the past refused use of the pitches to other clubs as it would have caused clashes.  The Parish Council are aware of Rolleston Football Club using the facilities at Shobnall, which once again means that it is not sustainable with people having to use cars.  There are no changing facilities available at Craythorne Field.
· Page 22, paragraph 5 (Open Space, Sport & Recreation Study).  Members would like to see this policy/strategy applied to the former college sports field, Rolleston on Dove.  Members also strongly believe that any 106 agreement money should be used with the development area, e.g. village.   
· There is a need for additional allotment space in Rolleston.  The allotments are at full capacity with a large waiting list.  We understand that the allotment space currently in use will need to be taken over by the cemetery in the future.
16. COUNCILLORS REPORTS (Clerks Report, Items 7 & 12)
Gas Marker Posts:  Mr. Chinn reported that the gas marker posts had been vandalised and after a lot of dialogue with national grid had now been removed.  Mr. Chinn advised that he understood that there was a pipeline below that was no longer marked and recommended that it is reported to SCC as it is on highways property.
Anslow Lane Hedge:  It was reported that the hedge outside Kiln Lodge was very overgrown and should be reported through CLARENCE.
Dog Fouling:  Mrs. Toon advised that she had recently witnessed a gentleman from Blacksmiths yard allow his dog to foul on the pavement and that she had apprehended him and he had ignored her.  It was agreed that Mrs. Toon should contact ESBC Enforcements Department with regards to this item.
Lawns Bridge:  Mrs. Toon reported that she had received complaints about the advertising banner on the Lawns Bridge for the hairdressers.  Members agreed that this item should be added to the next agenda.  

Craythorne Woods:  Mr. Edwards reported that he had received a complaint about the muddy paths through Craythorne Woods and advised members that he felt that the Parish Council needed to look at the woods and come up with a plan.  It was agreed to add this item to the next agenda.
17. ELECTRICITY SUBSTATION ON BEACON ROAD

The Clerk advised that Eon’s solicitors had now asked for the Parish Councils proof of ownership for the land.
38.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th AUGUST 2009 (continued)
18. ESBC – PARTNERSHIP WORKING
It was resolved that anyone was welcome to attend a Parish Council meeting.  It was agreed that we should advise Ms. Lees of this and say that if an agenda item is connected to ESBC or SCC the Chairman may wish to invite her to speak on the matter.
19.
PLAYBUILDER ACCOUNTS
Members noted the following accounts had been paid under playbuilder expenditure:-
a.
Elite Minimix

1841 

£834.85
b.
Mrs. H. Light

1843

£43.13
c.
Elite Minimix

1844

£359.19
d.
Clifford Jones Timber
1845

£310.50
e.
Mr. B. Chinn

1846

£36.18
f.
Screwfix Direct Ltd
1847

£16.69
g.
Elite Minimix

1848

£473.54
h.
UK Sleepers

1849

£515.49
20.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Members approved the following accounts for payment:-
a.
Mrs. H. Light


1850

£581.38

(Clerks Salary)
b.
HM Revenue & Customs

1851

£45.92
(Clerk NI & Tax)
c.
Mrs. H. Light


1852

£30.99

(Telephone & Internet)
d.
Mr. P. Gould


1853

£1244.57

(Environmental & Mowing)
e.
Mr. B. Edwards


1854

£160.38

(Playbuilder Expenditure)
f.
Mr. J. Deacon 


1855

£2607.63

(Playbuilder Expenditure)
g.
Mr. B. Chinn


1856

£39.28

(Playbuilder Expenditure)
h.
Leavesley Containers

1857

£62.39

(Playbuilder Expenditure)
i.
Rainbow Waste


1858

£78.20

(Bin emptying)
38.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th AUGUST 2009 (continued)
20.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
j.
Screwfix Direct


1859

£24.24

(Playbuilder Expenditure)
j.
Bibby Factor


1860

£87.28

(Stationery supplies)

Mrs. Toon and Mr. Fitton signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.

21.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
· Copy of the Agenda for Tutbury Parish Council meeting to be held on 17th August and minutes from the meeting held on 20th July 2009.
· Staffordshire Wildlife Magazine, August 2009.

· Email from Ms. Richardson asking if anyone was aware of what happened to both the Mulberry Bush that had a tree preservation order on it and the plaque on the Old Bakery/Post Office.

· Email from Sian McLoughlin stating what a good job Phil Gould is doing with the grass cutting in Rolleston, making particular comment that the Croft and grass verges look fantastic.

· Letter from Mr. & Mrs. Hayes requesting the paths in Craythorne Woods to be stoned.  

22. YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE (Clerks Report, Item 13)
Members agreed that we should try and find a new youth representative through De Ferrers at the beginning of the next term.

23. VILLAGE LIAISION MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 17)
Members noted that the next meeting is due to be held on Monday 21st September.

24. MIDLANDS RURAL HOUSING (Clerks Report, Item 18)
Members agreed that we should contact Mr. King and see if we could postpone his attendance until the October Parish Council meeting.

28.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
There were no items to be added to the next agenda.

The Chairman moved that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 


26.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD


Members resolved not to sell a section of land as requested by Mr. & Mrs. Elson.

27.
CLERKS HOLIDAY


Members noted the details of this item from the clerks report.

Chairman
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