ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 8TH SEPTEMBER 2003

1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a.
CU/24851/005 Change of use of agricultural land to domestic garden, land adjoining Hollowbrook House, Lodge Hill, Tutbury, for Mr. & Mrs. Wright

b.
TP/23763/002 Removal of 1 Ash Tree (T310 of TPO No.1) 5 Knowles Hill, 

for Mrs. Faint

c.
PA/16965/008 Erection of a detached dwelling and formation of a new vehicular access, 34 Church Road, for Dr. Spencer Jones



2.
PLANNING DECISIONS


The following applications have been permitted: -

a.
PA/19243/008  Installation of an ATM machine and satellite dish, CO-OP Store, Burnside

b.
PC/00581/009 Application under Section 73 of the 1990 Act for retention of four floodlights without complying with condition 5 of planning permission PA/00581/007 dated 27/09/99 to allow the floodlights to be used until 22:00 rather than 21:00 between August 1st and October 15th inclusive of each year, Rolleston Club, 15 Burnside

c.
HO/19839/004 Erection of a rear conservatory and a single storey rear extension, 

14 Twentylands, for Mr. Jones

d.
HO/04198/004 Formation of an additional access, 70 Station Road, for Mr. Woolley

e.
HO/28260/002 Erection of a rear conservatory, 54 Walford Road, for Mr. Edwards

3.
PLANNING – ENFORCEMENT ACTION


Mr. Johnson is appealing against an Enforcement Notice to permanently remove the three containers from the field off Station Road.  The enforcement notice alleges that without planning permission, the siting of three large storage containers constitutes a breach of planning control.  


The Secretary of State for Transport will deal with this appeal and comments will have to be submitted by 8th October. 

4.
PUBLIC SPEAKING AT PLANNING APPLICATION COMMITTEE MEETINGS


The Parish Councils comments have been acknowledged.

5.
TRAFFIC CALMING 


The verbal promise for the traffic calming in Church Road has not yet been confirmed in writing from the County Council.  Councillor. Bather is asking the County Council to look into using money from the 106 Agreement with Westbury Homes to replace the existing speed humps in Station Road with a similar scheme to that proposed for Church Road.

6.
CYCLE PATH – BEACON ROAD TO CRAYTHORNE WOOD



The following letter dated 7th August has now been received from the owner of the land concerned:-



“Further to your recent request to put a cycle track across our land we have the following concerns:

· Danger to pedestrians using the public footpath particularly young children

· The amount of land required

· The issue of dog fouling and trespass on our land

· The use of motorbikes etc. which we would not want and cannot see how could be prevented

· The effect and danger to animals when present in the field

Also any need for planning permission changes would carry additional concerns.  If the above issues are adequately addressed then we can see no reason at the current time why the public footpath could not also be used as a cycle path.”

7.
JINNY TRAIL


A number of straw bales from the field above the Rolleston end of the Jinny Trail have been rolled down the trail.  A telephone call was made to the landowner to report this.  The Chairman also talked with two farm workers who were transporting away the bales from the field and asked them to remove the bales from the Jinny Trail. 


On Monday 2nd September it was reported that one of the bales had been set alight and the youths were still around the Stretton end of the trail.  The police and fire brigade attended.  The Fire Brigade has taken details of the landowners who own the fields where the bales have come from and is dealing directly with them to get the remaining two bales removed as quickly as possible.

8.
JINNY TRAIL – SUSTRANS


A letter has been received from Sustrans.  A letter was sent asking whether the trail path was wide enough for a cycle route as in places there are ditches along the trail which are necessary for drainage.  We also asked for more information about possible funding.   The following reply was received:-


“The issue of drainage is best resolved on site.  I would be quite happy to come to a site visit when the Crewe-Derby train service resumes in September.


Regarding funding, I am sure that the other funding bodies mentioned would understand that any contribution from a Parish Council toward such a scheme would be a ‘token’ to demonstrate support.


The length of path between Station Road and Bridge Street is 1.4kms.  If we were starting afresh as a railway path scheme in an urban or semi-urban environment, we would estimate £100,000 for a paver laid bitmac path, with a lifespan of at least 20 years.”

9.
FLOOD WARDENS


An informal meeting has been arranged between the Environment Agency and the Flood Wardens.  The meeting has been arranged mainly for introduction purposes and for the Environment Agency to pass on any information to aid the Wardens.  The meeting is to be held on Tuesday 9th September meeting at the Spread Eagle at 7pm.  Any member is welcome to come along.

10.
WIND TURBINE DEVELOPMENT POLICY STATEMENT – CONSULTATION DRAFT


The above document has been received.  Comments are to be submitted by the end of September.

11.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



Name



Cheque Number


Amount


a.
Continental Landscapes Ltd

941


£3034.60



(July & August grass cutting)


b.
Mr. P. Gould 



942


£490.00



(August Payment & 



Items 28 & 29 Clerk’s Report)


c.
JPM Services



943


£640.00



(Minute No 116)


d.
Viking Office Supplies Ltd

944


£51.79


e.
Mr. R. Bush



945


£29.98



(Internet Charges from 01/08/03



  to 30/09/03)


f.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts


946


£435.96



(August Salary)


g.
Inland Revenue



947


£24.56



(Aug’ 03) National Insurance £15.16




  Tax

     £9.40


h.
Staffordshire County Council

948


£69.60



(pension) Employer  £43.50




  Employee £26.10


i.
Petty Cash



949


£100.00


j.
Mr. Chilvers



950


£452.50



(April & May payment)


k.
Northern Flags Ltd


951


£95.50



(Minute No: 8:20)

12.
ROLLESTON CRICKET CLUB – FOOTBALL TEAM


Mr. Acton on behalf of the football team has written to ask permission for his team to use Craythorne Field to play their football matches on.
The team will play between 11 and 14 fixtures throughout the season from September to April next year.


Mr. Acton has reported that for the fifth year running they have won the ‘Good Conduct Award’ for Division Two.  They have also added that they are happy to support a junior side playing at Craythorne in any way they can. (Last year they helped the juniors mark out their pitch.)

13.
FOJORPS


A letter has been received from Mrs. Jacklin, Secretary to FOJORPS, thanking the Parish Council for their support with the Community Day.  They raised over £5,000 which will make a significant difference to the facilities and opportunities for children attending John of Rolleston School.

14.
CORPORATE PLAN 2003-07


Two copies of the Corporate Plan from the Policy and Corporate Affairs Department at the Borough Council have been received.

15.
STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCIL’S ASSOCIATION


There will be a conference organised by SPCA especially for newly-elected councillors.  If any member wishes to attend then the conference is on Saturday 13th September at Whittington Sports Pavilion near Lichfield commencing at 9.45am.  


The fee is £16.00 per person.   This will include background papers and refreshments.  If any member wishes to attend then please notify the clerk at Monday’s meeting.

16.
OVERGROWN HEDGES


It was reported to members at their June meeting that a complaint had been received from a resident in Fairfield Avenue regarding the overgrown hedge between his house and the college playing field.  Members agreed to contact Burton College on behalf of the resident.  


A letter has been received from Burton College to state that, ‘the matter is in hand and they are employing contractors to keep the hedge under control.’

17.
FIDDLERS LANE


A letter has been received from the County Council regarding responsibility for maintenance of Fiddlers Lane and replying to the request of a mirror to aid visibility.


The County Council state that they have contacted the Countryside Division who will arrange for Fiddlers Lane to be inspected by a ranger for appropriate action to be taken.  However, the maintenance of the hedges is the responsibility of the frontagers.  They state that the Parish Council may wish to contact the landowners with a request that their boundary hedges are trimmed back.


Regarding the mirror – the County Council will need the approval of Secretary of State for a mirror to be erected on a highway.  However, the County state that as Fiddlers Lane is an unadopted private road they are not responsible for ensuring the safe ingress onto or egress from the highway, from or to a private access.    They said that it would be inappropriate to seek approval for the erection of a mirror.  They also add, ‘no other signing improvements to the highway in the vicinity of the access are envisaged.’  They comment that the safest way to negotiate the junction is for drivers to continue to do so with caution!!

18.
MARSTON LANE


It is understood that the burnt out van has now been removed.

19.
CONTINENTAL LANDSCAPES


Notes taken from a meeting held with Mr. Gerard Proudman, District Manager for Continental Landscapes, are enclosed for members’ information. (On the notes several quotations were asked for.  These are provided in the confidential section of this report).

20.
BEDDING GRANT


Details of the Borough Councils Bedding grant have been received.   £117.81 has been offered this year.  £105.00 has already been spent on the summer planting of the village gateways.

21.
STAFFORDSHIRE TRENT VALLEY AND MEASE CATCHMENT ABSTRACTION MANAGEMENT STRATEGY 



The Environment Agency is reviewing how the water resources of the catchment area are managed.  At this stage the Agency is interested in hearing about issues that are important in relation to the management of water resources in the area.  Any comments are required by 15th September.

22.
LOCAL TRANSPORT PLAN FOR STAFFORDSHIRE ANNUAL PROGRESS REPORT 2002/03


A copy of this report is enclosed for members’ information.

23.
PARISH COUNCIL FORUM MEETING



A copy of the Minutes of the Forum meeting held on 12th June has been received.  If any member wishes to have a copy then please inform the Clerk.

24.
PUBLIC FOOTPATH – MARSTON LANE TO BROOKSIDE


Burton Conservation Volunteers have supplied information on suitable gates to replace the four stiles on this path.

25.
LEA’S DRAFT SCHOOL ORGANISATION PLAN 2003


Ken Green has produced a comprehensive document commenting on this plan.  

26.
YOUTH GRANT


An application form will be available at your meeting for members’ approval.


At the July meeting it was suggested that the VDS Group be asked to conduct a survey of existing youth facilities.  Members need to make a decision on this suggestion.

27.
HGV’S


The Chairman asked for this item to be included on this month’s Agenda.  The Chairman wishes to ask members if they have received any further complaints about HGV’s coming through the village.

28.
BEAVER RUN – SPREAD EAGLE BRIDGE


The Chairman agreed Mr. Gould’s quotation for the repair of the beaver run in the sum of £50.  Members are asked to support the Chairman in the action taken.

29.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD


The Chairman agreed Mr. Gould’s quotation for the clearance and strimming of the ditch on the field in the sum of £65.00.  Members are asked to support the Chairman in the action taken.


Hardy Signs have been asked to replace the missing dog byelaw sign from Craythorne Field.  Members are asked to approve the action taken by the Clerk.


The Chairman has written a report from the meeting held with Mr. Wheeler, the Land Drainage Engineer.  A copy of this report is enclosed for members’ information. (A quotation regarding the recommended exploratory digging is in the confidential section of the report).  

30.
SEVERN TRENT


Members wished for this item to be kept on the Agenda.

31.
POST OFFICE – PARKING


Members agreed for this item to be included on this month’s Agenda.

32.
BROOKSIDE – SILTING UNDER THE FORD BRIDGE


Members agreed for this item to be included on this month’s Agenda.

33.
BIN – BEACON ROAD


The Borough Council has erected two new lamppost bins near the entrance to the pubic footpath off Beacon Road.

34.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD


Hardy Signs have been asked to replace the ‘Dog Ban’ sign that is missing from the children’s play area.  DSK have been asked to repair the damaged fencing.  Members are asked to approve the action taken by the Clerk.

35.
MEMBERS ALLOWANCE


NALC have produced details regarding the new regulations for payment of member’s allowance.  A copy of the document is enclosed for members to study.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman will move that the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting.

