ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 6TH APRIL 2009
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-

HO/32266/002/JI Erection of a car port, 44 The Lawns, Mr. Oakes

HO/32369/001/CEH Erection of a conservatory to the rear elevation, 11 Hawksley Drive, Mr. Brewer.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-
TP/07413/009/CEH Reduce upper crown of one walnut tree (T1 of TPO number 24) Hilltop, South Hill, 
Mr. Hart

PA/21483/003/JI Continued use of land as open space and installation of play equipment, Land at Craythorne Woods, Craythorne Road, Rolleston on Dove Parish Council

HO/01657/010/CEH Erection of a single storey rear extension, 4 Beacon Road, Mr. & Mrs. Preece

TN/23567/002/JI Removal of two Holly trees and two conifer trees, reduce one laurel tree by 50% and trimming of one holly tree, Spread Eagle Island, Rolleston on Dove Parish Council.

LE/19427/009/JI Application for the certificate of lawfulness for the continued  use as a private dwelling, Winterley Lodge, Dovecliff Road, Mr. & Mrs. Lindsay

3.
ESBC – VARIOUS
Monkey Puzzle Tree, 10 Beacon Road: Emails dated 11th February and 10th March have been sent to ESBC with regards to this item.  To date no response has been received.
Shotwood Close Open Space: A site visit has now been carried out by Geoff Sherratt, Building Control Manager, ESBC and he agrees that the wall is in a sufficiently dangerous condition to require remedial work to be carried out.  Mr. Sherratt, has spoken with Richard Holland of Belway homes and he has advised that subject to there being an undertaking from the Borough and also from the Parish Council that they will be willing to adopt the wall Belway will be willing to take the necessary action to put the wall into a safe condition. 
Spread Eagle Windows: The following update has been received from Ms. Downes, Enforcements, ESBC dated 17th March:- “With regard to the Spread Eagle, Mitchells & Butler (the owner) is getting back to me, unfortunately my contact is on holiday until tomorrow – I will update you again soon with this regard”
Winton Hall Grounds: The following update has been received from Ms. Downes, Enforcements, ESBC dated 17th March:- “Winton, Hall Grounds have been served with a S330 Notice (request for information) since serving the Notice the owner has decided to submit a planning application for its retention.  The owner has been advised that this should be received by this office by the end of this month to avoid formal enforcement action and to return the S330 duly completed (in case we do not receive an application within the timeframe, we will need the completed S330 to serve any subsequent Notices”
3. ESBC – VARIOUS (continued)
Craythorne Sewage:  The following update has been received from Miss. Olive, ESBC dated 23rd March: - “I can now confirm that as from Thursday last week the works to overhaul the drainage system at the Craythorne are now complete.  I will now be closing the complaint”.
Shotwood Hill Footpath: No further update is available with regards to this item. 
Urban Design Officer: The following response has been received by Mr. Short following the question raised at the last meeting by Mr. Edwards with how it would be decided which applications required specialist advice:-  “I’m not sure that we are that far advanced. Having said that we have recently instigated an internal "Review Panel" which meets weekly to look at significant applications. I'm pretty certain that we will use that meeting as the opportunity to refer applications to the successful consultant/s.  I am afraid that I cannot at this moment set out criteria upon which we would base our decision.” 
Footpath from Westbury Homes to Craythorne Field: The handrail has now been installed.
Meadow View Flooding:  The drain has now been installed.
Rolleston Cemetery: The resurfacing works are now complete.

Complaint against Councillor Brookes: A formal complaint has now been submitted to David Duckitt, ESBC.  
4. SCC - VARIOUS 

Brookside Setts: The Clerk has obtained two downloads from the Institute of Civil Engineers website with regards to setts and kerbs.  The Rural Roads Briefing Note specifies that standard pre-cast concrete kerbs should not be used in rural areas as they are a suburban feature.  It also states that if a kerb is absolutely necessary low profile beveled kerbs or kerbs made from natural stone or reconstituted materials should be used.  The second briefing on paving aesethics states the following: “Respect the kerb line – the kerb can be the key to making a street look like a street.  It acts like a pediment to a Greek column; it provides continuity between adjoining buildings.  Buildings have a typical life of 100-200 years; the alignment of a road can have an indefinite lifetime.  Changing the kerb line, or removing the kerb altogether can have a detrimental effect on the appearance of a street”.
Road Markings – Hall Grounds: The white lines as you enter/exit Hall Grounds have now been re-instated.
Bus Shelter: The following response has been received from ESBC following our request for them to provide a bus shelter opposite Hall Road junction:- 
“Unfortunately I have a limited budget to repair and maintain this councils existing bus shelter inventory, and if I do have any surplus budget it is generally utilised to replace dilapidated shelters or heavily used bus stops without facilities. I tend to have a waiting list of sites that require replacement or modification, which is also subject to change as the private bus companies have a habit of suspending or changing routes and in some cases bus stops become permanently redundant. I also have the problems of dealing with vandalism and accidental damage. I can not positively commit to donating a used shelter to your parish at this moment in time. I will have at least 2 existing shelters in our ownership that require removal due to route changes during this coming year, but I would like the opportunity to assess whether these shelters can be reused for our purposes first. I will be in better position to advise later in the year”.
Community Paths Initiative: An application has been submitted for £2,000 through this scheme towards the tarmac works for the footpath from Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field to Beacon Road.
Staffordshire Youth Service: A letter has been received from Staffordshire Youth Service advising that they have a new mobile unit to encourage youth engagement across the district, especially in rural areas in East Staffordshire.  The unit consists of a bus that will be staffed by Youth Workers and will include facilities such as laptops, wide screen television, sports equipment etc.  The mobile unit will be in place for a maximum of two hours on any given evening, or longer if they are working during the day.  Members are asked to consider if they are interested in the mobile unit visiting Rolleston.
5. PLAYBUILDER 




It is understood that successful applicants will be notified verbally week commencing 6th April with written confirmations to follow week commencing 13th April.  A further two letters have been received from Mr. Walker a resident from Meadow View with regards to the Playbuilder proposals.
6.
ALDERBROOK CLOSE FLOODING

This issue was last discussed at the February Parish Council meeting where the clerk advised that she had received a letter from Severn Trent Water advising that Grontmij have started doing the hydraulic model for Alderbrook Close and that they estimated it would take 4-6 weeks and once complete Severn Trent would be meeting with Grontmij to review the report and in turn would arrange to meet with the Parish Council.  Based on this information members agreed that the item should be added to the April agenda. The Clerk has written to Severn Trent Water (17th March) to enquire as to if the report has been reviewed and completed yet, but has received no response to date.
7.
FOROS MEETING

A FOROS meeting was held on Monday 16th March.  The group now has an additional seven new members.  It was agreed that the next meeting would be arranged for when the Playbuilder application has been determined.
8.
ESBC DRAFT STRATEGIC HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT CONSULTATION

The draft SHLAA is currently out for consultation and ESBC are seeking views on the methodology used and if the Parish Council has any further information related to sites suitability, deliverability or develop ability. The consultation response form and the full SHLAA document including details of the full assessments are available to view on the councils planning policy webpage at http://www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk/services/pages/planning20%policy.aspx The closing date for comments is Friday 17th April 2009.  The council may revise the SHLAA in light of comments made about the specific sites if there are overriding reasons to suggest that they can no longer be considered “suitable”, “deliverable” or “developable” for housing development.

9.
BURTON TOWN CENTRE CHRISTMAS LIGHTS
Burton Town Centre Management has recently taken on the responsibility for the festive lighting display for the town centre.  A 5 year agreement has been secured with ESBC to fund the lights up to £25,000 per year but they need to raise at least an additional £5,000.  They are asking if the Parish Council will consider donating any funds to the Town Centre Christmas Lights Fund.
10.
OUTDOOR ISSUES - VARIOUS
Memorial Bench: The bench has now been installed by FOROS.  A presentation evening has been arranged for Thursday 9th April, 5pm.  


Repair of village benches:  Refurbishment of the benches is now underway and the work is being carried out by FOROS.

Fingerpost Craythorne Woods: This has now been refurbished and installed by FOROS.

Painting of Railings Elizabeth Avenue/Meadow View Play Areas: Quotations are in part 2 of the Clerks Report.

Brookside Railings: The painting of the remainder of the railings has now been completed.
10.
OUTDOOR ISSUES – VARIOUS (continued)
Plastic Matting: Following the last Parish Council and the FOROS meeting, Mrs. Toon, Mr. Winstone, Mr. Edwards and the Clerk met to view some potential areas as to where the matting could be trialled to help alleviate the problematic muddy areas.  It was agreed that it should be proposed to the Parish Council to install the matting from the bottom of the footpath leading from the rear of Westbury Homes to the Craythorne Woods entrance (see attached plan).   

Staffordshire Wildlife, Wildplay: A request was received from Staffordshire Wildlife to use Craythorne Woods as a venue on Tuesday 7th April for the Wildplay “Get out more” project as part of the East Staffs Cultural Activities programme.  Wildplay aims to reconnect children aged 8-14 with their natural environment through exciting and stimulating play experiences so sessions run on local green spaces and are free to those who attend.  As the request was received after the last Parish Council meeting and required comment prior to the April meeting, the Clerk consulted with members out of the meeting and it was agreed that Craythorne Woods could be used as a venue.


Dog Waste Bag Dispenser:  A bin has now been purchased and installed in Burnside by FOROS.
11.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS

Members will be invited to make a short report on any items that they have either dealt with or been approached with regards to since the last meeting.
12.
PACT/ POLICE MATTERS

Foreign HGV’s: A letter has been received from Alan Campbell MP with regards to Foreign HGV’s.  Attached for members a copy of the letter and a copy will be held in the minute book for reference.


PACT:  Mr. Fitton has compiled a letter to be sent to ESBC as discussed at the last Parish Council meeting.  Mr. Fitton has requested that members review the letter so the contents can be agreed and the letter forwarded to ESBC.

13.
FOJORPS

This years Community Day will take place on Saturday 6th June from 11.00am until 4.00pm.  FOJORPS has requested use of Elizabeth Avenue playing field for car parking and also asked if the Parish Council are in a position to make a donation towards one of the days events as they have done so in previous years (last year the Parish Council donated £150.00). In previous years the Parish Council has also had a stand and are asked if they would like one again this year.  Members are asked to consider what they would like to do if we have a stand. 
14.
CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND

A letter has been received from CPRE asking if the Parish Council would consider making a contribution this year.  The Parish Council donated £30.00 in the 2008/09 financial year.

15.
VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY

Skip Hire: Members are asked to consider which size skip they would like for Village Clean up Day.  The following prices have been obtained from Wilshees Skip Hire, mini holds 3 tonne £76.00, midi holds 4 tonne £93.00, 5 yard holds 6 tonne £125.00, 8 yard holds 9 tonne £156.00. 

Brook by the Ford: It was suggested that this may be a possible project for village clean up day.  Clarification is required of what the proposed works are so that permission can be obtained from SCC.  The type of materials required will also need to be determined, along with an agreed budget for the works.


Proposed Projects:  Members are asked to agree what areas they would like to focus on during the village clean up day, so that volunteers can be directed accordingly.


The Croft Trees:  Members are advised that the item with regards to the transplanting of the trees on The Croft needs to be looked at on Village Clean up Day.


16.
BEACON ROAD GARDENS

Mr. Gould has filled in the large hole that had been dug on the land.  It has also been reported to P.C Lear that someone has unlawfully been excavating on the Parish Councils land.

17.
SAFER ROUTES TO SCHOOL

At the last meeting Mr. Morris asked members to look at the section of land at the top of Beacon Road as he suggested that the Parish Council may wish to consider offering a section of this piece of land in order for SCC to install a crossing at the top of the road.

18.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL

At the last Parish Council meeting members agreed to meet and view the Jinny Trail with regards to the issues reported.  During this meeting the general consensus was that it should be proposed to the Parish Council that a quotation should be obtained for the clearance of the ditches and for the top layer of the path to be skimmed.  Members are asked to consider this proposal. The tree that has been unlawfully felled on the trail has been reported to P.C. Lear. 
19. CRAYTHORNE 

Car Park Surface: At the FOROS meeting it was discussed that it may be beneficial to purchase another load of MOT Type for the section of the car park that is not to be tarmacced and that the work could be carried out by FOROS.  Members are asked to consider this matter.
Tree works: This item was discussed at the FOROS meeting and it was agreed that the item should be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting.
Stone Paths: This item was discussed at the FOROS meeting and it was agreed that the item should be discussed at the next Parish Council meeting. 

20.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light


1755


£571.84





(Clerks Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs

1756


£39.82
(Clerk NI & Tax)

c.
Mrs. H. Light


1757


£31.32






(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould


1758

(Environmental & Mowing, includes 3% Annual Increase)
£1244.57
e.
ESBC



1759


£194.95







(Bin Emptying)


f.
Rolleston Civic Trust

1760


£405.60



(Rollestonian, Consultation Flyer)


g.
Reformed Plastics

1761


£276.50



(Materials for benches)

20.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
The following accounts have been received for payment:-

h.
JRB Enterprises


1762


£119.95



(Dog Waste Bag Dispenser, Burnside)


i.
Mr. B. Chinn


1763


£29.15


(Materials for bench refurbishments/installations)

j.
D.S.K. Engineering Services
1764


£115.00



(Replacement 2 railings, 1 x E.A, 1 x M.View)


k.
Mr. B. Edwards


1765


£185.45



(Materials for Tractor & Trailer)


l.
Crystal Studio


1766


£28.50



(Rollestonian of the year gift)
21.
QUOTATIONS FOR THE 2009/10 BIN EMPTYING CRAYTHORNE ROAD/MEADOW VIEW & 
QUOTATIONS FOR THE 2009/10 BIN EMPTYING ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD

At the last meeting, members agreed that alternative quotations should be sought for the Bin Emptying. As a decision needed to be made prior to this Parish Council meeting, the Clerk provided details of the quotation supplied by Rainbow Waste to members outside of a meeting and members unanimously agreed that the bin emptying should be carried out by Rainbow Waste at a cost of £4.25 per bin plus V.A.T.  The bins will be emptied every 14 days and the price is set from 1st April 2009 for 12 months.  The sites will be provided with wheelie bins and will be chained up to prevent theft etc.  The locations for emptying are as follows: - Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field x 3 bins The Croft x1, Meadow View x 1, Jinny Trail x 1, and Craythorne Field x 2.  The move should reduce the cost of Bin Emptying by approximately 50%.  The Clerk did contact ESBC and ask if they would be prepared to negotiate the quotations supplied, but no response was received. 
22.
ESBC RECYCLING PAYMENT

A payment has been received of £24.12 through the recycling incentive scheme.  Members are asked to consider if they wish to pass this money to St Marys Church Fabric Fund as in previous occasions.

23.
STAFFORDSHIRE PARISH COUNCILS ASSOCIATION

Members are asked to consider if they wish to re-join SPCA.  The subscription fee for 2009-2010 is £463.00 and the amount includes the NALC affiliation fees.

24.
THE CROFT – LAND REGISTRY

The original conveyance has now been found and forwarded to the Land Registry Department.  Notification has been sent to the Almshouse Trustees by the Land Registry Department advising them that they will be removing the land in question from their title and adding it to the Parish Councils title as our evidence of ownership supersedes the “Statutory Declaration” that was completed by them when they registered the land.  As the Clerk was able to provide a Statement of Truth when submitting the applications and following the subsequent retrieval of the original conveyance, it has not been necessary to get solicitors involved with the registration.
25.
CLERKS SALARY  

The clerk’s salary grade is in accordance with Local Council Scale 1 – Spinal Column Points 15/21 and subject to satisfactory service the clerk should progress through the scale by annual increments until she reaches the maximum of the scale.  Increments are payable on 1st April each year.  Members are asked to approve the Clerk moving up the scale to SCP 18 £8.80 per hour, from SCP 17 £8.63 per hour.

26.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

The clerk will report on correspondence that has been received.
27.
ONGOING ITEMS
Agricultural land for sale within Rolleston: The Parish Councils interest has been registered with local agents.



Temporary Signage (Jinny Public House): members agreed to keep this item under review.
Tennis Courts: members agreed to keep this item under ongoing unless formally approached again by 



Mr. Jobson. 



Trim Trail: to be reviewed at the May meeting. 



MUGA: to be reviewed May at the May meeting.
ESBC: Scale Bars on Planning Applications: No further update is available with regards to this item.

ESBC: 14/16 Burnside: No further update is available with regards to this item.
ESBC: Brook Hollows:  No further update is available with regards to this item.
SCC: Marston Lane: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.

SCC: Spread Eagle Fingerpost:  No further update has been received with regards to this matter.

SCC: School lane hedges: No further update has been received with regards to this matter. 
SCC: Footway outside Cherry Cottage: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
SCC: Double Yellow Lines, Dovecliff Road: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.

SCC: Knowles Hill Speeding Concerns: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
SCC: Church Road: No further update has been received with regards to this matter.
The Chairman will move that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 





1ST April 2009
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