ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 9TH MARCH 2009
PRESENT





Mrs. B. Toon, Chairman




Mr. J. Morris





Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. P. Taylor




Mr. J. Winstone

Mr. B. Edwards





Mr. B. Chinn






Mr. A. Fitton






Mr. J. Toon






Mrs. S. Redgrave






Mrs. R. Carlton






Mrs. H. Light, Clerk

Three members of the public, County Councillor Fraser and a representative from the Burton Mail were in attendance.

70.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 

There were no public questions or presentation of petitions.

71.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



There were no apologies for absence.
72. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING
Minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record.
73.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER

Mr. Fraser advised members that last month the budget was raised and that the controlling party had proposed an increase of 3.5% which was then reduced to 2.45%.  Mr. Fraser advised that a proposal of 2% was put forward by the Conservative party but that it had been carried at 2.45%.  Mr. Fraser advised that within the 2% proposed by the Conservatives £30million pounds had been allocated to spend on the roads.  Mr. Fraser advised that the Local Members Initiative Scheme grants had been increased to £40,000 per member from £10,000 per member and that this money would be available from 4th June 2009.
74. REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Mr. Morris advised members that Mr. Andy O’Brien had been appointed the new Chief Executive for East Staffordshire Borough Council and that he would be visiting the village on 29th April.  Mr. Morris advised members that he would be showing him round and would specifically visit Craythorne Woods and the College Field.  It was also agreed that Mr. O’Brien should be taken to Brook Hollows.

75.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Page 81 Item 69:9 The Croft:  Mr. Taylor suggested that members could carry out a site visit on Village Clean up Day in order to come to an agreement about the relocation of the Hawthorne Trees.

76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2009
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

HO/32348/001/MA Erection of a rear conservatory and decking, 5 Ealand Street, Mr. & Mrs. Runacus.

Members expressed concern at the lack of available amenity space.
HO/13962/010/CEH Erection of a two storey side extension and detached double garage, The Cedar Cottage, Hall Grounds, Mr. Asbury, Miss. Bennett.

Mr. Taylor advised members that Mr. Asbury & Miss. Bennett were so disappointed that their initial application had been refused that they have now moved out and that developers were now in and had demolished the garage and were erecting a new fence and gates.  It was resolved that the demolition of the garage would require planning permission as the property is in the conservation area.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning decisions and expressed their disappointment that permission had been granted for 10 Beacon Road.

3.
ALMSHOUSES 

Mr. Martin spoke to members about the long term plans for the Almshouses in order to bring the living accommodation into the 21st Century.  Mr. Martin advised that the last major work was carried out in the 1960’s and that a lot of the issues were not dealt with at that time.  Members were advised that the properties need re-roofing within the next five years and other issues include there being no felt lining and no insulation with the only way to carry this work out being to re tile and stuff the cavities.  Rising damp and no gas supply were also issues currently faced by the property.  Mr. Martin advised that the properties share a storm drain and sewer with 14/16 Burnside and that they have an agreement to share a gas main with 14/16 Burnside.  Mr. Martin advised members that the frontages of the properties would remain as is, but that the major proposal is for a two storey rear extension which would provide residents with better kitchen and dining facilities.  A local architect experienced in conservation has been engaged by the trustees and the proposals for the rear extensions which include pitched roofs below the ridge height.  Mr. Martin also advised members that on site meetings had taken place with both the local council and English Heritage and that at present they are developing arguments on internal works.  Mr. Martin went on to explain that the trustees now need to start working on gaining grant money as the project is likely to cost in the region of £250,000 and that the works can’t be done with the ladies in residence.  Members were advised that the plans will be developed slowly and that they will keep the Parish Council informed of developments.  Mr. Morris advised members that the trustees also required the support of the Parish Council as the proposed works would cause some disruption to The Croft. 
4.
ESBC – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 3)
Urban Design Officer/ Conservation Assistant:  Members noted the details of this item and Mr. Edwards asked Mr. Morris who would decide if a proposed development should be considered by the consultants.
Monkey Puzzle Tree, 10 Beacon Road: Members noted the details of this item. 
Shotwood Close Open Space: Mr. Edwards declared a personal interest in this item.  It was agreed that the Parish Council must insist that ESBC turn over the land to the Parish Council as this was part of the 106 agreement.  Members discussed that the residents of Shotwood Close had paid a premium on their properties for the open space.  
Mr. Edwards advised members that a structural engineer had looked at the wall on behalf of Bellway Homes and agreed that the wall is unsafe.  
Spread Eagle Windows: Members noted that no response had been received from either Vintage Inns or ESBC with regards to this item.
Winton Hall Grounds: Members noted that no further response had been received from ESBC and it needed insisting that if the works required planning permission then it should be sought.
76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2009 (continued)
4.
ESBC – VARIOUS (continued)
Craythorne Sewage:   Members noted that no further information had been received with regards to this item. Mr. Chinn expressed his astonishment that the establishment had not been food inspected by Environmental Health.
Shotwood Hill Footpath: Mr. Chinn advised members that this was not a meeting as reported on the Clerks report and that discussions had taken place with the Ranger from SCC when he delivered the “dogs on leads” signs.  
Mr. Edwards advised that he was disappointed that he had not been invited along and that there wasn’t a stile there in the first instance.  Mr. Edwards added that whilst the gate was unlocked it was not a problem but should the landowners start locking the gate then it would become an issue.  Mr. Chinn suggested that the Parish Council should go back to the original complainants.  Mr. Edwards advised that Mrs. Edwards and Mrs. Aspinall were two of the original complainants, and the clerk advised that Mr. Adams of Shotwood Close was also amongst the original complainants.  It was agreed that the information requested from Mr. Oates last month should be chased up.
Footpath from Westbury Homes to Craythorne Field:  Members noted the details of this item. 
Brook Hollows: Members noted the details of this item.
Meadow View Flooding: Members agreed that we should chase with ESBC as to when the works would be carried out.
Rolleston Cemetery: Mr. Martin advised members that ESBC were currently working on site installing new paths. 

Forum meeting: Mr. Fitton advised members that he had attended the recent Forum meeting and that there had been a presentation by Staffordshire Fire and Rescue service promoting their fire safety initiatives and particular mention was made that they would replace old chip fans with thermostat controlled ones free of charge.  Dog Fouling was also discussed and Mr. Fitton advised that Mr. Bird from ESBC had said that he felt the perception was worse than reality.  Mr. Fitton advised that he also asked questions on the PACT initiative and that he would cover this item later on when it was discussed. 
Planning Applications Committee Meeting: Members spoke about the recent Planning Applications Committee meeting concerning the proposed plans for 10 Beacon Road and concluded that they felt the chairman of the committee’s comments were inappropriate and he was dismissive of both the Parish Councils and Civic Trusts objections on the applications.  Members concluded that a formal complaint should be made to Mr. Duckitt, ESBC.  Mrs. Carlton advised members that as she was on the ESBC Standards Committee that she would not be able to discuss this item.
PA/25930/014/CEH: Members discussed this application and concluded that they didn’t feel that any notice is being taken by ESBC as the delegated decision report was completed before all the consultations were in.  Mr. Edwards advised that he believed that if the application had been submitted originally then it would never of been approved.  It was agreed that Mr. Morris should informally speak to the planning officer.
Scale Bars on Planning Applications: Members noted the details of this item.
14/16 Burnside: Members noted the details of this item.
5. SCC - VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 4)
Brookside Setts: Members agreed that we should try and obtain more information on the setts from the Institute of Civil Engineers website.
Silver Birch Tree:  Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Church Road: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2009 (continued)
5. SCC - VARIOUS (continued)
Road Markings – Hall Grounds: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Bus Shelter: Members agreed that we should contact ESBC to see if they have a shelter available.
Footway outside Cherry Cottage: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Double Yellow Lines, Dovecliff Road: Mr. Winstone advised members that he felt when the double yellow lines are installed they should extend further up the brow of the hill.
Knowles Hill Speeding Concerns: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Village Lengthsman Map: Mr. Edwards said that he would be willing to look at the maps.
Marston Lane: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Spread Eagle Fingerpost: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
School lane hedges: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
6. PLAYBUILDER (Clerks Report, Item 5)

Members were advised that planning permission had been granted and that the application had now been submitted to ESBC for the endorsement process.  The Chairman thanked all members for the work they had carried out on the application and gave particular thanks to Mr. Edwards and the clerk.

7. RECREATIONAL
Play Conference:  Mr. Chinn advised members that after seeing the play strategy presentation given he was very pleased to see that the Parish Council had addressed many of the play objectives in their playbuilder application.  
Goal Posts: Members noted the details of this item.


Trim Trail: Members agreed that this item along with Craythorne Woods in general should be reviewed again at the May meeting.
8.
BROOK BY THE FORD (Clerks Report, Item 15)


It was agreed that this project could be carried out on Village Clean up Day.  Members recalled that the last time improvements were made they were carried out by Staffordshire County Council and it was agreed that we should seek permission from them to carry out the works.
9.
PLASTIC MATTING (Clerks Report, Item 10)


Mr. Winstone suggested that there were some areas that would benefit from having plastic matting installed as some of the junctions of footpaths were very boggy and since the gravel has been laid by the stile on Footpath 14 the problem has decreased in this area. Mr. Edwards advised that Mr. Oates highly rated the matting but that he and Mr. Morris had looked at an area where some had been installed and were not overly impressed with it. It was agreed that some prices should be sought and the advice of a landscape gardener obtained.  

10.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL (Clerks Report, Item 18)


Members discussed the clearance of the ditches and the communications that had been received with regards to the trail.  Members were also advised that a tree had been unlawfully felled and that there were two large piles of logs just before the boundary gate.  It was agreed that we should contact Lawrence Oates to check that Burton Conservation Volunteers hadn’t carried out this work and if not then the incident should be reported to the police.  
76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2009 (continued)

10.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL (continued)


Members discussed the vision for the trail and it was concluded that nothing was being done towards meeting the vision.  Mr. Fitton suggested that the Highways Sub committee should have looked at this item before the meeting.  Mr. Edwards advised Mr. Fitton that the Standing Orders state that all sub committees terminate at the Annual Parish Council meeting.  It was agreed that as many people as possible should meet at the Jinny Trail at 10am on Saturday 14th March and the matter should be discussed again at the next Parish Council meeting.

11.
FOROS MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 7)


Mr. Chinn advised members that the Civic Trust had kindly offered some equipment to FOROS and that in his opinion an Alum Scythe should also be purchased at an approximate cost of £1500.00.  Mr. Morris proposed that in principle the Parish Council support the purchase of this equipment and members unanimously agreed this proposal.

12.
COMMUNITY PATHS INITIATIVE


Mr. Edwards proposed and members unanimously agreed that the Parish Council should apply for £2,000 towards the tarmac works for the remainder of the footpath from Elizabeth Avenue to Beacon Road.  It was suggested that funding towards the clearance of the Jinny Nature Trail ditches should be considered through this project in the 2010/11 financial year.

13.
OUTDOOR ISSUES – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 10)


Memorial Bench:  Mr. Chinn asked the Chairman if a presentation would be given to Mrs. Bradley when the bench was installed.  The Chairman replied that this would be arranged when we knew when the bench was to be installed.  The Clerk advised that the memorial plaque had not yet been received.


Mr. Edwards asked for 5 additional slats to be ordered from Reformed Plastics for the refurbishment of the bench adjacent to the Spread Eagle Island.



Repair of village benches:  Members noted that delivery of the materials was due week commencing 9th March.


Craythorne Car Park: Members noted that details of this item were in part 2 of the clerks report.


Footpath from Elizabeth Avenue to Beacon Road: Members noted that details of this item were in part 2 of the clerks report.


Elizabeth Avenue Hedge: Members noted the details of this item.  


Village Sign:  Mr. Chinn advised members that he had asked a joiner to have an informal look at the sign.  It was also agreed that Mr. Chinn could ask Mr. Bestall from Hatton to look at the sign.  It was agreed that this item should be added to the next agenda.


Painting of Railings Elizabeth Avenue/Meadow View Play Areas:  Members agreed that quotations should be sought.  The Clerk asked if a member was willing to draw up a spec for contractors in order to obtain quotations and Mr. Chinn said that he would be in a position to do so.  It was also agreed that quotations should be sought for the replacement of any missing railings.
14.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS (Clerks Report, Item 11)


Beacon Road Gardens: Mr. Chinn advised members that he had been approached by Mr. Deacon and Mr. Redfern who rent garden land from the Parish Council on Beacon Road.  He advised that some time ago a man had been on the land and dug a large hole.  At the time they approached him and he said he had permission from the Parish Council.  Mr. Chinn advised that the hole was very dangerous and advised members that Mr. Hasdell has expressed an interest in having a garden there and suggested that if he cleared it up then he could rent it.  Members concluded that no decision should be made at this time with regards to renting the land and Mr. Winstone proposed and Mr. Edwards seconded with the majority voting in favour that Mr. Gould be paid to fill in the hole ASAP and the matter be reviewed again at the next meeting. (Clerks Report, Item 16)
76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2009 (continued)
14.
COUNCILLORS REPORTS (continued)


Safer Routes to School: It was suggested that as the top of Beacon Road was considered a dangerous spot for the children crossing the road to school that the Parish Council could give around 100 metres of land to the County Council and a crossing could be installed.  It was agreed that members should look at the section of land in question and the matter reviewed again at the next meeting. (Clerks Report, Item 17)


Dog Fouling Burnside: Mrs. Redgrave advised that she had received a complaint with regards to Dog Fouling on Burnside and asked if a dog waste bag dispenser could be purchased for the vicinity. (Clerks Report, Item 10)


14/16 Burnside:  The Chairman advised members that she had been approached by people concerned with the appearance of 14/16 Burnside.



Station Road:  The Chairman advised that she had been approached by some concerned parents with regards to the large white van parked on the road outside the Old Bakehouse which was causing visibility problems.  It was concluded that as the van is legally parked there is nothing that can be done.
15.
15.
WMRSS – EXAMINATION IN PUBLIC


Members noted the details of this item.
16.
16.
PACT / POLICE MATTERS (Clerks Report, Item 12)


Foreign HGV’s: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.


PACT Meetings: Members noted the details of the correspondence from Jav Oomer, Staffordshire Police.  


Mr. Fitton advised members that he had raised his concerns with regards to the “PACT” meetings at the recent Parish Councils Forum meeting as he feels that the “PACT” groups click their fingers and take precedence over the Parish Councils.  It was concluded that Mr. Fitton could write a letter to the new Chief Executive of ESBC with regards to the Parish Councils concerns with “PACT”.
17.
APRIL PARISH COUNCIL & ANNUAL PARISH MEETINGS



Members noted the details of the two meetings.  Some discussion took place as to if the Parish Council meeting could just be moved as it falls on a Bank Holiday but was resolved that the meeting would take place on Monday 6th April.

18.
ROLLESTONIAN OF THE YEAR (Clerks Report, Item 28)

Rollestonian of the year:  Members agreed that a vase should be purchased as an appropriate gift.


Rollestonian Delivery:  Mr. Chinn agreed to take on the Elizabeth Avenue delivery and Mr. Winstone agreed to take on the Beacon Road delivery.
19.
OPEN AIR CONCERT

Members unanimously agreed that Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field could be used for car parking if required.
20.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Members resolved that the accounts below should be paid:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light


1741


£565.21




(Clerks Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs

1742


£41.77

(Clerk NI & Tax)

c.
Mrs. H. Light


1743


£28.48






(Telephone & Internet)

76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2009 (continued)
20.

ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Members resolved that the accounts below should be paid:-

d.
Mr. P. Gould


1744


£1208.33


(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
ESBC



1745


£194.95






(Bin Emptying)


f.
Rolleston Scout Group

1746


£100.00



(Donation to Scout Carnival)


g.
D.S.K. Engineering

1747


£109.25


(Craythorne Goal Posts)

h.
Mr. R. Bush


1748


£49.47


(Web Fees)
i.
Midshire Business

1749


£29.19


(Photocopier Charges)

j.
Mr. B. Chinn


1750


£32.00


(Materials for memorial bench)
k.
Mr. B. Edwards


1751


£134.40


(Materials for Tractor/Trailer)
l.
D.S.K. Engineering

1752


£316.25


(Repair Multi play steps)
m.
Viking Office Supplies

1753


£56.26


(Stationery Supplies)
n.
St Marys Church


1754


£275.00



(Room Hire Charges)

Mr. Fitton and Mrs. Carlton signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.


It was agreed to suspend standing orders so that the meeting could be completed.

21.
MEETING ROOM DONATION

Members agreed a rate of £25.00 per meeting to be paid.  It was therefore agreed that a cheque for £275.00 be raised at the end of the meeting.  Members agreed that concerns should be forwarded with regards to the fan heaters.  

22.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED



Members noted that the following correspondence had been received:-



Community Council of Staffordshire Membership Renewal: It was agreed not to join.


SCC, Update on the Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent joint waste core strategy



South Staffordshire NHS Primary Care Trust, World Class commissioning for south Staffordshire



Two letters from Mr. Walker, 24 Meadow View objecting to the playbuilder application.
Correspondence from SLCC on a proposed Common Land, Village Greens and Rights of Way Course.  It was agreed to express an interest in any future courses on this subject.
76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD MARCH 2009 (continued)

23.
ONGOING ITEMS 
Agricultural land for sale within Rolleston: The Parish Councils interest has been registered with local agents.

Brookside Railings:  the contractors have reassured the clerk that the remainder of the work will be carried out when the weather improves.
Temporary Signage (Jinny Public House): members agreed to keep this item under review.

Tennis Courts: members agreed to keep this item under ongoing unless formally approached again by 
Mr. Jobson.
MUGA: to be reviewed when the playbuilder application has been determined.
Alderbrook Close Flooding:  It was agreed that this item should be added to the April agenda. 

31.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Neighbourhood Watch: Mr. Taylor advised members that there had been a big increase in burglaries in the village, 

village especially where properties were being entered and car keys being taken and vehicles stolen.

The Chairman moved that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted that the public and press should be excluded from the meeting. 





25.
THE CROFT – LAND REGISTRY (Clerks Report, Item 24)

Members noted the details of this item.

26. QUOTATIONS FOR THE 2009/10 BIN EMPTYING CRAYTHORNE ROAD/MEADOW VIEW

(Clerks Report, Item 21)

Members agreed that alternative quotations should be sought.

27.
QUOTATIONS FOR THE 2009/10 BIN EMPTYING ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD
(Clerks Report, Item 21)


Members agreed that alternative quotations should be sought.
CHAIRMAN
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