ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY  8TH DECEMBER 2008
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Mr. B. Chinn






Mr. A. Fitton





Miss. A. Parslow

Mrs. H. Light, Clerk

Six members of the public and County Councillor Fraser were in attendance.

50.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 

Mr. Wyers advised the Chairman that he would like to talk to members about flooding issues being experienced by some residents of Alderbrook Close.  The Chairman advised Mr. Wyers that this issue was on item 8 of the Clerks Report and that it could be discussed at this stage.



Mr. Gawthorpe re-iterated his concerns from the last meeting, about members sitting on the end of the tables, which meant that the public were not always able to ascertain what was being discussed.  The Chairman replied that the seating arrangements were this way due to a lack of tables being available and that the meetings would be held at the Old Grammar School Rooms from January 2009 and the issues would be addressed at this stage.


Mr. Gawthorpe also raised the issue of signage outside of the Jinny Public House.  The Chairman replied that this topic was on Item 5 of the Clerks Report and would be discussed at this stage.



Mr. Jennings advised members that he had been visited by a gentleman who said he was from enforcements about a report of waste material on Mr. Jennings land.  Mr. Jennings advised members that the materials referred to as waste was tarmac which he used for patching works to Cross Lane.  Mr. Jennings asked members why he was being visited by Enforcements, yet down the road at the Craythorne, waste sewage is being pumped out onto the road/ditch and no action was being taken.  The Chairman replied that the Parish Council were not aware that Mr. Jennings had been visited by the Enforcements Team and that the issue with regards to the Craythorne Sewage was on the clerks report to be discussed.  Mr. Morris advised Mr. Jennings that as far as he understood it was Enforcements from the Environment Agency that had been to see him and not the Enforcements team at ESBC.  

51.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. R. Carlton. 
52. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the previous meeting were signed as a true record.
53.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER 


Mr. Fraser advised members that the Nathaniel Lichfield and Partners study had recommended that an additional 5,000 homes be added in addition to the 12,900 which had already been proposed by the WMRSS.  Mr. Fraser advised members that he was very concerned about this as he did not feel that the infrastructure could cope with the additional housing.  Mr. Fraser advised that he was trying to get the decision called in and that he was going to Stafford the following day to stand up and make his protests known.  Mr. Fraser added that the controlling party policy was to note the proposals and that they had made no objections.  Mr. Fraser summarised that he did not know if his protests would have much effect but that there had been some success in the past when the decisions with regards to the closure of care homes and county farms had been semi successful.  

54.
REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Mr. Morris advised members that after the last Council meeting the Borough Councillors had been given a short presentation on Neighbourhood Partnerships.  Mr. Morris added that the idea of the Neighbourhood Partnerships was to split the Borough into three areas and for each area to have an area manager.  Mr. Morris reported that ESBC were looking to cut down on staff and at present there are four Enforcement Officers, six Wardens and three Park Rangers and that they were looking to change this to seven Enforcements, three Liaison and for the three remaining positions to be allocated in other areas.  Mr. Morris advised that he did not have too much detail on the proposals at this stage, but that it looked like a good initiative which would increase communication with the Parish Councils and that as part of the partnership the police would also be appointing additional PCSO’s.



Mr. Edwards asked Mr. Morris if we would be finding out why the Chief Executive of ESBC had been suspended as tax payers are paying her £130,00per annum salary.  Mr. Morris replied that he hade received an email from ESBC advising that if approached by anyone with regards to this, they should be referred to Mr. Duckitt. 
55. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

Item 5, Page 55: Mr. Morris asked the Clerk if she had contacted the lady on Alderbrook Close who was willing to become a flood warden.  The Clerk replied that she had and that a meeting had been arranged for the flood wardens for Thursday 15th January 2009.

The Chairman asked if the gullies had been cleaned out.  The Clerk replied that she did not know and that she would chase this with SCC.


Item 9, Page 56:  Mr. Chinn advised members that himself and Mr. Toon had recently been to Shugborough and had passed them over 100 old pictures of Rolleston which would shortly be uploaded onto the Stafford County Archives website.

Item 7, Page 56:  Mr. Edwards suggested we should contact SCC and advise that we will purchase a post and invoice them for it.

56. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD DECEMBER 2008
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members made the following comments on the recent planning applications:-
HO/32239/001/CEH Erection of a summerhouse, 7 The Oast House, 7 Alders Reach, Mrs. Minns.

Members had no objections to this application.  Members noted that no scale bar or North Arrow was detailed on the plans.
56. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD DECEMBER 2008 (continued)
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)
Members made the following comments on the recent planning applications (continued):-

PA/01716/005/JI Erection of a detached dwelling, Kelvingrove, South Hill, Mr. Powell.
Members strongly objected to this application on the following grounds:-
· Over development of the site. 

· Front of house is set too far back (this to enable the proposal to be shoehorned in). 

· Proposed new house design not in keeping with Kelvin Grove 

· Proposed new house overpowers Oasis (adjacent property) 

· Not enough amenity space to proposal 

· If the proposed house is built it will reduce the amount of amenity space to Kelvingrove to an unacceptable level. 

· Cars will not be able to enter and exit site in a forward gear due to insufficient turning space. 

· Site of Kelvingrove as a whole is edged in red.  This cannot be correct there must be some blue land somewhere. 

· Members are concerned that the Cherry Tree will be damaged by the footings of the new development.

PA/20292/031/JI Erection of a detached dwelling including installation of three dormer windows to front elevation, Orchard Barn, School Lane, Mrs. K. Owen

Members strongly objected to this application.  Members agreed to submit the following comments to ESBC with regards to the application:-
 
· No Scale bars on plans 

· The ridge height will be approximately 1500mm higher than the ridge of Orchard Barn not lower as suggested in the Design and Access Statement 

· The existing stone track that was constructed to service the stable block, should it ever be built, now cannot access the stable block. 

· There is some land edged in blue on the block plan that would appear to have no access to it. 

· In the paragraph Previous Flood History in the Flood Risk Assessment is states that the applicants have no knowledge of their site flooding in the recent past.  Members would like to question this statement. 

· There are some inconsistencies between the elevations and plans on drawing 1A particularly relating to the thickened up bottom 900mm of the walls. 
56. 56.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD DECEMBER 2008 (continued)
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)
PA/20292/031/JI Erection of a detached dwelling including installation of three dormer windows to front elevation, Orchard Barn, School Lane, Mrs. K. Owen (continued)
· If the land is to be developed then this is not the best layout for it. 

· In the Village Design Statement which was adopted by ESBC is stressed that this was one of the best views you could get in the village and the view is important to the village. 

· The access was originally proposed to allow a horse box to be allowed in & out.

 
· We have a query: Is the house being proposed on the site of the stable block? If so is the permission for the stable block being revised or given up?

 

· Members are very concerned with regards to the proposed development and have asked our       Borough Councillor to call the application in to be considered by the planning applications committee.

Mr. Taylor declared an interest on the following application and left the meeting room.

HO/17350/011/CEH Erection of sun room on side elevation and raised patio area with balustrades, The Old Hall, Hall Grounds, Mr. P. Taylor.


Members had no objections to this application.  Members noted that no scale bars were detailed on the application.

PA/03421/021/JI Erection of a detached dwelling, two storey side extension to existing dwelling and alterations to existing access, 10 Beacon Road, Mr. Wilson


PA/03421/020/JI Rebuilding of existing outbuilding together with extension to form a dwelling including alterations to exiting vehicular access, 10 Beacon Road, Mr. Wilson.

Members strongly objected to these applications.  Members agreed to submit the following comments to ESBC:-

· Members are concerned as this is on the “Walking Bus Route”, and this road gets extremely congested with parked cars during school start & finish times.  Members are concerned that the increase in the number of dwellings on this site will also create additional traffic.  Members believe that the access to the property is very difficult.

· Members believe that it is over development of the site.

· Members object to the loss of trees.  Tree marked T2 on the plan is no longer there.

· Design is not of the vernacular.

· "Red Areas" different on the two applications.

· Members consider the house to be unique and an important feature of the village and feel that any development will impact the street scene.  

· Bedrooms to new house do not have natural ventilation equal to at least 1/20 floor area.
56. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD DECEMBER 2008 (continued)
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS (continued)
PA/03421/021/JI Erection of a detached dwelling, two storey side extension to existing dwelling and alterations to existing access, 10 Beacon Road, Mr. Wilson (continued)

PA/03421/020/JI Rebuilding of existing outbuilding together with extension to form a dwelling including alterations to exiting vehicular access, 10 Beacon Road, Mr. Wilson. (continued)
· Floor plan & elevation to "garage" indicates velux type roof lights but omitted from roof plan.  Which plan is correct? Why are they included?  Opening lights not indicated.

· Members are very concerned with regards to the proposed development and have asked our Borough Councillor to call the application in to be considered by the planning applications committee. 

2. PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning decisions and that in addition to those reported on the Clerks Report, the following application had been refused:-

HO/13962/009/JPM Erection of a two storey side extension and detached double garage, The Cedar Cottage, Hall Grounds, Ms. Asbury & Miss. Bennett. 

3.
3.
SCC - HIGHWAYS MATTERS (Clerks Report, Item 15)
Members discussed the letter which had been received from Mr. Rayson.  The following items were discussed:-
Brookside Cobbles/Setts:  Members noted that SCC stated that the cobbles/setts cannot be replaced due to insurance reasons.  Members noted that Whitby Council put cobbles and setts in and it was agreed that we should look at which other councils use them for the next meeting.  Members agreed that we should ask SCC for a copy of the risk assessment.  Members noted that cobbles/setts were also in place in Abbots Bromley and Lichfield and it was agreed that we should try and get some photographic evidence for the next meeting.

Silver Birch Tree:  Members noted that this was due to be removed on the advice of a tree Arboriculturist from ESBC.

Church Road Kerbs: Members agreed that Mr. Rayson had said that we could have kerbs at some stage to protect the verge.  Members agreed that SCC should carry out the grass cutting along Church Road as it was too dangerous for our mowing officer to carry out.

Heavy Goods Vehicles:  Members noted that SCC had agreed to attach the device to Station Road which would collect HGV data.
Hall Grounds Road markings:  Members noted that three weeks had now passed and the works had not been carried out.

Bus Shelter:  Members agreed that Mr. Rayson had definitely agreed to install a bus shelter opposite Hall Road.

Footway outside Cherry Cottage:  Members noted that this issue still need resolving and agreed that we should ask SCC what action has been taken to date.

Double Yellow Lines, Dovecliff Road: Members noted details of this item.

Athlestan Way:  Members noted that the footway had now been resurfaced.

56. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD DECEMBER 2008 (continued) 

3.
SCC - HIGHWAYS MATTERS (continued)
Knowles Hill Speeding Concerns:  Members noted that we were awaiting data following the visit from the fixed camera which had been on site for a period of three weeks.

Village Lengthsman Maps:  Mr. Edwards advised that if SCC sends us a plan in electronic format then we can do them.

Marston Lane:  Members agreed that Mr. Rayson had retracted from what he had site at the site meeting when he had agreed to have passing points installed.

Fingerpost:  Members noted that this item had not progressed.

Overgrown Hedges/Trees overhanging the footways:  Members noted that no action had been taken following the reports of overgrown hedges and trees over the footway.

Double Yellow Lines Rolleston Club:  Mr. Morris said he had been approached by the club to see if the Parish Council would support them with a request for the installation of double yellow lines outside the club.  Members discussed this item and agreed to review it again at a later stage.

Items Reported through Clarence: - Members noted the details of the item listed on the Clerks Report and agreed that the issue of the blocked drains on Chapel Lane and School lane should be chased with SCC.
4.
ESBC – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 16)
Members discussed the following items:-

Urban Design Officer/ Conservation Assistant: Members noted that these posts remained vacant. 

Shotwood Close Open Space: It was agreed that we should contact ESBC Enforcements Department and ask for an update on the issue including what progress had been made and when they expected the issues to be resolved.

Brook Hollows: a list of maintenance previously carried out by the Civic Trust has been sent to Mr. Oates.

Monkey Puzzle Tree: Members noted the details of the item from the Clerks Report. 

Spread Eagle Windows: It was agreed that we should contact ESBC Enforcements Department and ask for an update on the issue including what progress had been made and when they expected the issues to be resolved.

Winton Hall Grounds: It was agreed that we should contact ESBC Enforcements Department and ask for an update on the issue including what progress had been made and when they expected the issues to be resolved.

Shotwood Hill Footpath: It was agreed that Mr. Morris would speak to Mr. Oates with regards to this issue.
Proposal to remove public pay phones: Members noted the details of the item from the Clerks Report.
Footpath from Westbury Homes to Craythorne Field:  It was agreed that Mr. Morris would speak to Mr. Oates with regards to this issue.
East Staffordshire Housing Strategy & East Staffordshire Housing Allocations Policy: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Craythorne Sewage: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Scale Bars on Planning Applications: Members noted the response from Mr. Short.  Mr. Edwards showed members Page 1 of the ESBC Validation of Applications page, which states “National Statutory Requirements” and advised that he would expect application forms to state that scale bars are essential.  It was agreed to allow ESBC time to have their new equipment installed and then pursue the matter again.
56. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD DECEMBER 2008 (continued) 

5. TEMPORARY SIGNAGE (Clerks Report, Item 11)
Members noted the response from SCC and that no response had been received from ESBC.

The meeting discussed that the Parish Council used to have a policy that they did not accept any fly posting within the village.  Members noted that currently roadside advertising boards are being displayed by Craythorne Farm Shop, Scout Group, Jinny Public House and also Estate Agent signs at the ends of roads.  Mr. Edwards advised that his view was that if it is a village organisation then it is acceptable as long as the board is removed as soon as possible after the event.  The issue of the Display boards and banners outside of the Jinny Public House was specifically discussed and members agreed to review the issue again in January.

6.
ESBC – PRECEPT (Clerks Report, Item 17)

Members agreed that the following items should be budgeted for in the 2009/2010 precept.  Painting of Elizabeth Avenue and Meadow View play area railings, tarmaccing of the Elizabeth Avenue to Beacon Road footway, updating Meadow View play equipment.  Mr. Chinn suggested that the Parish Council should also consider carrying out extra tree planting and explore the possibility of some baskets of flowers within the village.
7.
PLAYBUILDER UPDATE (Clerks Report, Item 18)

Mr. Winstone advised members that he had telephoned Miss. Hardman from SCC and that she had advised that outline planning permission would be acceptable.  Mr. Winstone advised that Miss. Hardman had also said that she didn’t think it was necessary for every site to have a spider’s web.  Mr. Edwards replied that SCC had stated that it would be beneficial to have planning permission in place, as there was less than twelve months to complete the project if successful and one lady had commented that it had taken them almost 10 months to gain planning permission for a village sign.  Mr. Edwards also confirmed that during the roadshow attendees were shown a DVD by SCC and that 

Cllr Drinkwater had stated that “every play area should have a spider’s web”.  

Mr. Edwards advised that he had heard the accusations of railroading with regards to the playbuilder project and that he would be happy to sit out of the next recreational sub committee meeting being held on 5th January so that the committee could discuss the proposals. Mr. Edwards added that after the next recreational sub committee he was hoping to mark the proposed area out with paint so that members could see it before the next Parish Council meeting on 12th January.   Mr. Chinn stated that he was concerned with regards to the accusations of railroading and he felt that whoever was saying it should be prepared to put their name to what they were saying.  

Mr. Winstone stated that he was all for the project but felt that people should be allowed more time for consultation, i.e. February.  Mr. Fitton added that his view was that last month the Parish Council criticised ESBC for not allowing enough time for a consultation and is conscious that we could be accused of doing the same.  The meeting was advised that we were working on the timelines that had been provided by SCC. 


Mr. Fitton gave members a copy of the presentation he had made with regards to risk assessments.  Mr. Fitton stated that SCC should give us a copy of their criteria for risk assessments.  Mr. Edwards advised that the Clerk had been forwarded Risk assessments by SCC and that the assessments related to being able to meet the contract rather than risk assessments on individual pieces of play equipment.  Mr. Fitton advised that we would therefore need to have a copy of the contract so that the risk assessments could be completed based on this.


Members discussed the forthcoming workshop on 15th January and Mr. Edwards suggested that Mr. Winstone may wish to attend in his place.  Mr. Winstone advised that he was unable to due to work commitments and it was agreed that Mr. Edwards and the Clerk should attend.  

It was agreed that the Parish Council meeting on 12th January should commence at 7pm in order to allow adequate time to discuss the playbuilder proposals and the consultation feedback.

8.
FLOODING (Clerks Report, Item 8)



Alderbrook Close: Members agreed that we should support the residents with the issues being experienced and agreed that they are very concerned with regards to the situation and that we will help them in any way we can.

Flood Wardens Meeting: Members noted the details of the forthcoming meeting.

56. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD DECEMBER 2008 (continued) 

8.
FLOODING (continued)
Meadow View Flooding:  Members noted the correspondence that had been received from Mr. Powell.  Members agreed that we should also make our own complaint to ESBC as it is also flooding our field.  Members agreed that ultimately the issue was the developer’s responsibility so we should contact them and give them chance to respond.  It was agreed that the developers should be contacted via ESBC Enforcements Department.

9. CRAYTHORNE (Clerks Report, Item 13)
Picnic Area Proposed play equipment: - Members noted that there was an opportunity to apply for a grant through County Councillor Fraser for the funding of a tractor and trailer to sit alongside the newly created picnic area. The Clerk showed members the proposals for the play equipment and advised that the estimated cost of it was £750.00.  Members unanimously agreed that they were in support of the proposed equipment and that we should apply for the grant.
10.
OUTDOOR ISSUES – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 14)
Grass Cutting: Members agreed not to carry out any additional cuts.
Repair of Village Benches: Members noted that a quotation was in part 2 of the Clerks Report.
Trees on Meadow View/Craythorne Woods Boundary:  Members resolved that no further action was required at this time.
Tree on Jinny Nature Trail: Members resolved that no further action was required at this time.
11. 
METHODS OF COMMUNICATION (Clerks Report, Item 12)

The Chairman thanked the Clerk for her efforts in making sure that those members without PC access were able to view the planning applications prior to the meeting.  It was resolved that there was nothing further to discuss on this item at this stage and that it should be added to the January Agenda.

12.
FRIENDS OF ROLLESTON OPEN SPACES 
Members noted the next meeting was due to take place on Monday 12th December, commencing at 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms.  The Clerk issued a copy of the agenda and minutes of the previous meeting to members.

13.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
Members resolved that the accounts below should be paid:-
a.
Mrs. H. Light



1710


£632.17



(Clerks Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1711


£78.32

(Clerk NI & Tax)

c.
Mrs. H. Light



1712


£31.11





(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1713


£1208.33


(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
ESBC




1714


£298.78

(Bin Emptying)
f.
Petty Cash



1715


£95.16

56. CLERKS REPORT DATED 3RD DECEMBER 2008 (continued) 

13.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
g.
Mr. P. Gould



1716


£140.00


(Posts The Croft)

h.
Midshire Business Systems

1717


£27.81


(Photocopier charges)

i.
Rolleston Methodist Chapel

1718


£304.00


(Room Hire Charges 2008)



Mr. Morris and Mr. Chinn signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.


14.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Members noted that the following correspondence had been received:-

Rolleston Civic Trust:  Members unanimously agreed that Rolleston Civic Trust could use The Croft on Saturday 28th February 2009 for the Village Pancake Races.

Rolleston Civic Trust:  Members noted that some members of the Civic Trust had reported that they were concerned with the visible lack of policing in the village and perceived increase in crime.

South Staffordshire NHS Primary Care Trust, Guide to Local Health Services 2008/09

Staffordshire Wildlife Trusts Magazines – Autumn 2008/Winter 2008/No 104 December 2008

15.
WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY – NATHANIEL LICHFIELD AND PARTNERS
Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.

16.
ONGOING ITEMS


Members noted the details from the Clerks Report.  The only item discussed was the following:-




Minute Books:  Mr. Morris suggested that we could ask Councillor Fraser for some funding towards the books



being bound as he understood that he still had some grant money available. 
19. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
It was agreed that the large pile of tree cuttings/logs on Mr. Jones’s driveway on Knowles Hill should be reported to ESBC Enforcements Department for action.

The Chairman reminded members that with effect from January all meetings would now take place in the Old Grammar School Rooms, Church Road.
Members agreed to suspend standing orders and continue with the meeting.
The Chairman moved that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
17. 116/118 WALFORD ROAD
Members noted that no further correspondence had been received from 116 or 118 Walford Road and that they considered the matter with regards to the new rental prices to be resolved.

18. QUOTATION FOR REPAIR OF VILLAGE BENCHES

Members approved the following quotation for recycled materials for the refurbishment of six benches:-  
Reformed plastics, 36, 7.0 x 3.0 x 300cm rail in black, £378.00 + delivery.

Members unanimously agreed for Mr. Chinn and Mr. Edwards to carry out the work.
Chairman
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