ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 8th DECEMBER 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-

HO/32239/001/CEH Erection of a summerhouse, 7 The Oast House, 7 Alders Reach, Mrs. Minns.

PA/01716/005/JI Erection of a detached dwelling, Kelvingrove, South Hill, Mr. Powell

PA/20292/031/JI Erection of a detached dwelling including installation of three dormer windows to front elevation, Orchard Barn, School Lane, Mrs. K. Owen

HO/17350/011/CEH Erection of sun room on side elevation and raised patio area with balustrades, The Old Hall, Hall Grounds, Mr. P. Taylor.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS
The following application has been permitted:-

HO/10901/008/JPM Erection of a two storey side and rear extension and detached garage, Grace Cottage, Anslow Lane, Mr. Brassington.
HO/14801/010/EW Erection of a rear conservatory, 25 Knowles Hill, Mr. & Mrs. Wright.

The following application has been refused:-

TP/03789/017/JPM Tree works to one oak tree of TPO1, Jubilee Lodge, Fiddlers Lane, Lodge Hill, Ms. Wain.
3.
SCC - HIGHWAYS MATTERS 

The following items have been updated via a letter from Mr. Rayson dated 6th November 2008, which was copied and distributed to members at our last meeting:-

SCC: CHURCH ROAD KERBS

SCC: ROAD MARKINGS – HALL GROUNDS

SCC: BUS SHELTER
SCC: FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE
SCC: DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD
SCC: KNOWLES HILL SPEEDING CONCERNS

SCC: VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS

SCC: SPREAD EAGLE FINGERPOST
SCC: HGV’s: Mr. Rayson has been informed that we would like the HGV monitoring device to be located on Station Road.  Mr. Wassermeyer, Willi Betz has been passed the details of the HGV’s recorded in the village and has passed his profound apologies and advised that Willi Betz are taking the matter very seriously.  
No update is available on the following item:-

SCC: LEAP REPORT, the re-inspection report has been forwarded to Councillor Fraser
3.
SCC - HIGHWAYS MATTERS (continued)
Items Reported through Clarence:-

SCC: Overgrown hedges School Lane, these have been reported.  

SCC: SPEED INDICATOR SIGNS:  Signs have recently been in place on Knowles Hill and Station Road.  Information collated by the signs is expected to be forwarded to the Parish Council in due course.
SCC: Blocked Drains, Chapel Lane, School Lane
To be discussed:-

Double yellow lines, Rolleston Club:  Mr. Morris asked for this item to be added to the agenda at the last Parish Council meeting.
4.
ESBC – VARIOUS
No update has been received on the following items and members are asked to consider if they wish any of the items to be chased with ESBC or for them to remain on the ongoing items section.

Urban Design Officer/ Conservation Assistant: these posts remain vacant. 

Shotwood Close Open Space: It has been advised that the issue with regards to the wall and trees has been passed to Ms. Downes, ESBC, Enforcements Department.

Brook Hollows: a list of maintenance previously carried out by the Civic Trust has been sent to Mr. Oates.

Monkey Puzzle Tree: 10 Beacon Road (to be monitored as to ensure replacement planting takes place). 

Spread Eagle Windows: in the hands of Enforcements Department.
Winton Hall Grounds: in the hands of Enforcements Department.

Shotwood Hill Footpath: Mr. Oates has been asked to widen the access.

Proposal to remove public pay phones: a letter has been sent requesting usage data and requesting that the central box is retained for emergencies.

Footpath from Westbury Homes to Craythorne Field:  This issue is in the hands of Mr. Oates, ESBC. 
East Staffordshire Housing Strategy & East Staffordshire Housing Allocations Policy: It was necessary to comment on these documents prior to this meeting.  Members agreed the feedback to be submitted at the meeting held on Monday 24th November.  A copy of the comments submitted will be held in the minute book for reference.  The Parish Council also passed comment to ESBC that they were very disappointed with the amount of time that was given for the consultation.

Craythorne Sewage:  ESBC Enforcements Department are due to visit the site in mid-December to check what further progress has been made.  The following response has been received from Mr. Bird following some concerns raised by Councillor Chinn:- 
“I have today investigated the issues surrounding the Craythorne effluent. I have gone through the whole case with my Officer, Samantha Olive, and am satisfied she has investigated the problems in a fair, professional and proper manor”.
4.
ESBC – VARIOUS (continued)
Craythorne Sewage (continued):   “Clearly the problem requires resolution, and I can assure you that Sam is working with the owner of Craythorne to ensure this is achieved as quickly as possible. It is evident that the current pumping system is something which has been somewhat cobbled together by the previous owners, and needed to be fully investigated to determine the best solution for its replacement, which will cost significant sums of money. Currently effluent is being collected from the sump by tankers, which is being monitored by this department. Again this is unsustainable from a cost point of view and the current owners have assured us that they fully intend to replace the pumping system. We of course wish to see this happen as soon as possible, and I wish to assure you I will keep fully up to date with progress to ensure a satisfactory resolution”.

Scale Bars on Planning Applications: The following correspondence has been received from Mr. Short, following our letter to him:-
“I understand your members’ difficulties with trying to deal with plans in electronic form, not the least being the size one can print off affecting the scale of the drawing.   We have tried to persuade applicants to put a scale bar on their drawings, with limited success.  Regrettably there is no requirement in statute or Government Guidance for scale bars to be included.  All that is required is that the drawings are drawn to and annotated as a recognised scale”.

“Having said all that we have been trying to acquire a measuring tool that can be used to scale drawings.  We are looking to a new contract for scanning of documents, early in the New Year, and the successful tenderer will have to include a measuring tool as part of the package. So I have to ask that your Members to bear with us for the next few months whilst this is done.”
5.
TEMPORARY SIGNAGE

It was agreed at the last meeting that this item should be added to the agenda for further discussion.  The issue of the advertising banners outside of the Jinny Public House was raised by Mr. Gawthorpe during public question time and petitions.  Mr. Morris also added that he was concerned by the amount of small advertising boards being erected along the sides of the roads and the estate agent boards at the ends of roads. 

The following advice has been received from SCC on the matter:-

“Each location is treated individually, if advertising boards are placed that obstruct visibility then they are removed immediately. If they are there to sell something i.e. for sale boards, car boots, golf sale etc then they are removed at the earliest opportunity that we become aware. If they are for a local event such a church fete etc then if they are not obstructing visibility and are likely to remain for a few days only then we may allow these. However, as mentioned previously each one is treated individually”.


ESBC planning department have been asked to clarify their position on the matter, but to date no response has been received.

6.
ESBC - PRECEPT

Members are asked to consider projects for the 2009/2010 financial year.  The estimated running costs for the 2009/2010 financial year are attached for agreement.  The Parish Council’s precept requirements need to be submitted to ESBC by Friday 16th January 2009 and therefore final agreement for the 2009/2010 must be made at the Parish Council meeting to be held on Monday 12th January 2009.

7.
PLAYBUILDER UPDATE

The Parish Councils Expression of interest form has now been submitted to SCC.  A questionnaire for consultation has been sent out to the following groups: - Rolleston on Dove WI, Doveside WI, Civic Trust, RODSEC, Neighbourhood Watch, St Marys Church Sunday School, Methodist Chapel Sunday School, PC Lear, Janet Dean MP, Guides, Scouts, Councillor Fraser, RODSEC, Cricket Club, Football Club.  A questionnaire and map has also been issued to all pupils at John of Rolleston School to be taken home and completed with their parents.  An article and center page pull out including a copy of the proposed plan has also been included in the December issue of the Rollestonian and a copy of the proposed plan and map are also on display in both village noticeboards and the village website.  

Due to the strict time constraints enforced by SCC consultation must close by 1st January 2009 so that comments can be collated and reviewed by members at its January meeting.  As members are already aware if it is decided to submit a full application to SCC planning permission must be obtained prior to the end of March 2009 and this is likely to take approximately 8 weeks to process.  It is suggested that a meeting of the recreational sub committee should be held on Monday 5th January so that the results of the questionnaires can be reviewed in order for the necessary recommendations to be put forward to the full Parish Council meeting on 12th January. 
A workshop is being held on 15th January for the applicants, although places are limited to two people per application.  Members are asked to confirm that they are happy for the Clerk and Mr. Edwards to attend the workshop on behalf of Rolleston on Dove Parish Council.  

8.
FLOODING


A letter has been received from Mr. S. Powell, Meadow View with regards to a flooding problem (at times of heavy rainfall) which is being caused by the new path from the play area on the former college sports field to the Meadow View play area.  Prior to the creation of the path, water from the former sports field flowed into the drain via the ditch and grating at the edge of Meadow View play area.  The path now blocks this route and diverts the water onto the play area itself.  This water then flows across the play area flooding Mr. Powell’s garden at the front and rear of his house.  

As the path was constructed by the developers of the Westbury Homes Development it is understood that the issue should be resolved by them.  


Alderbrook Close: A couple of months back, the Clerk was contacted by a Mr. Ellis of Alderbrook Close with regards to flooding at the rear of his property.  Mr. Ellis advised that he had contacted ESBC and they had advised him that he would need to contact Severn Trent Water.  Mr. Ellis was not happy with this response and asked for the Parish Council to go and see him. Subsequently he was visited by Councillors Morris, Chinn and the Clerk.  They confirmed to Mr. Ellis that he would need to take up the matter with Severn Trent, and advised that all the Parish Council could do in support was also write a letter to Severn Trent.  Following the heavy rainfall again on 9th November, Mr. Ellis contacted the Clerk and advised that his garden had once again flooded and that Severn Trent had been out previously but he was not happy with their response.  The Clerk re-iterated that he needs to pursue his complaint with Severn Trent Water.

Flood Wardens Meeting: At the last meeting, members discussed the flooding that had occurred on Station Road the night previously and Mr. Morris advised that it had been some time since the flood wardens had got together.  Therefore a meeting has been organized for Thursday 15th January 2009, 7pm meeting at the Spread Eagle Public House.  It is intended that this will be an informal get together to discuss areas of concern and procedures in place,

9. CRAYTHORNE 
Picnic Area Proposed play equipment:- At the last meeting, Mr. Underhill advised that he was not in a position to create the proposed tractor & trailer that had been agreed as a suitable piece of play equipment to compliment the area.  A price has been sought from the suppliers, and it is just over £3,000 to purchase as a complete unit.  However, Mr. Edwards feels that he may be able to produce a similar piece of equipment for around £500.00 and may wish to update members further with regards to this item.  It is understood that there may be some money available through the County Council towards the piece of equipment and the Clerk has contacted Councillor Fraser and asked him to confirm this.
10.
OUTDOOR ISSUES - VARIOUS
Grass Cutting: Members are asked to consider if they wish to have any more cuts carried out at this time.
Repair of Village Benches: It is understood that Mr. Edwards is sourcing a quotation using recycled materials.

Trees on Meadow View/Craythorne Woods Boundary:  Mr. Chinn was advised of a fallen tree close to the Meadow View boundary.  He has viewed the tree and advised that the tree does not appear to be rotting or pose any immediate danger although members may wish to consider the removal of the tree.
Tree on Jinny Nature Trail: Mr. Morris advised the Clerk that he had been notified of a fallen tree close to the boundary of the Jinny Trail which appeared to be dangerous.  Mr. Chinn has viewed the trail and advised that there are two fallen trees on the trail but that in his opinion neither of them appeared to be in a dangerous state.  Members may wish to consider if they would like to make arrangements for the trees to be removed.
11. 
METHODS OF COMMUNICATION

It was agreed at the last meeting that this item would be added to the December agenda for further discussion.

12.
 FRIENDS OF ROLLESTON OPEN SPACES

A meeting was held for Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces on Monday 17th November.  Mr. Chinn was elected to serve as Chairman of the group and may wish to report further.  A further meeting has been arranged for Monday 15th December, commencing 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms. 
13.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light



1710


£632.17


(Clerks Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1711


£78.32
(Clerk NI & Tax)
c.
Mrs. H. Light



1712


£31.11




(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1713


£1208.33


(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
ESBC




1714


TBC

(Bin Emptying)
f.
Petty Cash



1715


£95.16

14.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED
The Clerk will report on correspondence that has been received.

15.
WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY – NATHANIEL LICHFIELD AND PARTNERS

A meeting was held on Monday 24th November to discuss and agree the Parish Councils feedback to be submitted on both the West Midlands Regional Assembly and the Natahaniel Lichfield and Partners Report.  A copy of the feedback will be held in the minute book for reference.
16.
ONGOING ITEMS
Village Sign: Restoration/Replacement to be considered when setting 2009/10 Precept.

Handyman: Deferred until February 2009.

Agricultural land for sale within Rolleston: The Parish Councils interest has been registered with local agents.

Rollestonian of the year: has been publicized in December Rollestonian. 
Spread Eagle Island Bench:  The bench is still in the process of being made.    

Spread Eagle Island:  A planning application has been submitted for the removal of the agreed trees.
Brookside Railings:  The painting of these is due to be completed w/c 8th December.

The Croft:  A planning application has been submitted for the necessary tree works on The Croft.


Jinny Nature Trail Ditches: to be reviewed in spring 2009.


MUGA: to be reviewed in March 2009 when the Playbuilder application has been determined.


Tennis Courts: No further update has been received at this time.
Craythorne Car Park:  It was agreed at the last minute that this would be monitored following allegations of drug taking.
Craythorne Signage:  The steel post has been chased with SCC.  Mr. Underhill is currently constructing a “Totem” pole type sign advertising the picnic area.


Minute Books:  The minute books have been sent off to be bound.
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
3rd December 2008
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