ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY  10TH NOVEMBER 2008
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Mr. A. Fitton





Mrs. H. Light, Clerk




Three members of the public were in attendance.



43.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS (Clerks Report, Item 5)


Mr. Gawthorpe advised that he was disappointed to see that the end of the table had been closed in again after the changes at the last meeting.  The Chairman replied that there were not enough tables to allow for all members to sit just down the sides and that the seating arrangements would be looked at when we move to the Old Grammar School Rooms from January 2009.



Mr. Gawthorpe also advised members of his concerns with regards to the large advertising banners that had been placed outside of the Jinny Public House following the change in ownership and that last time banners had been put up by the previous owners the Parish Council had complained.  The Chairman replied that the signs were only temporary and that she expected the new owners were keen to get business.  Mr. Morris added that he was also concerned with the amount of temporary signage and estate agent signs at the ends of roads within the village and asked for it to be added to the agenda for the next meeting.
44.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence were received from Mr. P. Taylor, Miss. A. Parslow. 
45. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the previous meeting were signed subject to the following amendment:-
Three members of the public and County Councillor Fraser were in attendance should have read:-Three members of the public were in attendance.

46.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER 

Mr. Fraser did not attend the meeting.

47.
REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR

Mr. Morris did not have anything to report.

48. MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 
There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.

49. CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th NOVEMBER 2008
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS

Members made the following comments on the recent planning applications:-
LB/14268/012/JPM Erection of a part two storey, part single storey rear extension and 1.8 meter high boundary wall, Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane, Mr. Mawby.

HO/14268/011 Erection of a part two storey, part single storey rear extension and 1.8 meter high boundary wall, Wesley Cottage, Chapel Lane, Mr. Mawby.

Members had no objections to the proposed development, although were against 1.8meter high boundary wall.  Members felt that the standards of drawings were very poor.
HO/05678/008/CEH Erection of a single storey front extension and a first floor side extension including alteration to existing roof, 15 Walford Road, Mrs. N. Nicol.

Members had no objections to this application.
LE/19427/007/JI Application for Certificate of Lawful use to condition to occupy the dwelling without complying with condition 2 of planning permission OU/19427/001 which restricts the occupation to a person solely, mainly or last employed in agriculture or forestry, Winterley Lodge, Dovecliff Road, Mr. & Mrs. Lindsay.

Members object to this application.  Members feel that the legal department should investigate the non compliance that has taken place and that the rates paid on the property should be investigated.
TN/22795/007/CEH Removal of 3 Hawthorn Trees, 1 Elderberry Tree, 1 Ash tree and a Hazel bush, The Croft open Space, Burnside, Rolleston on Dove Parish Council.

Members noted this application.

 
HO/26631/007 Erection of a two storey rear extension (Revised plan received 4/11/2008), 59 Beacon Road, Mr. Pickering.

Members agreed that all previous objections with regards to this application still stand.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS


Members noted the planning decision.
3.
SCC - HIGHWAYS MATTERS (Clerks Report, Item 3)
The Clerk advised members that she had now received a full response from Mr. Rayson with regards to the various outstanding issues.  A copy of Mr. Rayson’s letter was distributed to all members present and it was agreed that it would be reviewed at the next Parish Council meeting.

HGV’s:  Members agreed that the HGV device should be located on Station Road.  Members noted that the Clerk had received a complaint from a resident of Marston Lane with regards to HGV’s in the village.  Members noted that there had been several Willi Betz lorries seen in the village over the last few days and it was agreed that the details should be forwarded to Willi Betz.

49. CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th NOVEMBER 2008 (continued)
4.
ESBC – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 4)

Craythorne Sewage: Members noted the following email that had been received from Ms. Olive, ESC Environmental Health:-

“I attended the Craythorne on Friday and saw the two pits under the pump house being emptied by Alpha Drains.  The pits are having to be emptied regularly because the pump is not working again - it has already had a new valve fitted.  The camera work is still ongoing - I am told they were delayed in Germany so did not attend last week.

Mr. Wright is waiting on the results of the camera investigation before he can make decisions about the upgrade to the pump house and its surrounds.  In the meantime he will consider whether it is more cost effective to replace the pump or keep getting the pits emptied.  He will also need to consider the long term upgrade plans when deciding whether or not to replace the pump.  I will be contacting Mr. Wright the second week in December for an update”.

 

Mr. Chinn advised members that he had looked at the Environment Agency’s “pollution prevention” guidelines and that he was not happy with the response from ESBC.  It was agreed that we should contact the Environment Agency direct with regards to the matter.  

Planning Scale Bars:  Members noted the letter that had been received from Mr. Short and it was agreed that we should write back and state that we are not happy with his answer and that if the plans are downloaded they are meaningless.  It was determined that the law states that a scale bar should be submitted with applications and it should be enforced.

5.
PARISH COUNCIL – EMERGENCY COMMITTEE


It was agreed not to proceed with the formation of a Parish Council, Emergency Committee.


Members discussed the flooding that had happened on the Sunday evening of 9th November along Station Road, School Lane, Chapel Lane and Beacon Road and that the Clerk had received an emergency call from a lady asking for help with sand bags. Members discussed that the flooding was being caused by surface water coming from Craythorne as the drains and ditches weren’t taking the water.  The Clerk confirmed that she had contacted ESBC and asked for a further supply of sand and that she had advised SCC late on Sunday evening of the flooding and the issue of the blocked drains.


Mr. Morris suggested that a meeting for the flood wardens should be arranged so a more pro-active approach can be taken in the future.  The Chairman thanked those members that went out on Sunday evening to help with the preparation of sandbags. 
6.
RECREATIONAL (Clerks Report, Item 7)
Playbuilder project: Members were presented with a copy of the notes that Mr. Edwards had made after attending the recent playbuilder workshop.  Members viewed the sketch plan that had been drawn up by Mr. Edwards.  It was suggested that members would like to see tunnels within the proposed development.  Mr. Edwards advised members of some annual costs that would be associated with the upkeep of the development should it be successful and they were as follows: - £600-£700pa for safety surfacing, £150pa playground inspection, £1250 insurance.  Mr. Edwards advised members that no proposals had been put forward with regards to fencing in order to keep dogs out, but that he felt that sheep wire may be suitable and that this would cost approximately £2,000.  Mr. Morris proposed, Mr. Chinn seconded and members unanimously agreed that the proposed plan should be accepted as a working plan and that it should be submitted to SCC along with our expression of interest.  Mr. Edwards advised that the final application must be supported by risk assessments.  Mr. Fitton advised that he was experienced in this area and would be willing to take on this part of the project.
49.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th NOVEMBER 2008 (continued)
6.
RECREATIONAL (continued)
Mr. Edwards suggested and members agreed that the FOROS meeting being held on 17th November, should be the first place for the plans to be made available to the public for viewing as it was proposed that the FOROS group would be responsible for some of the construction works should the playbuilder project be successful.  It was also agreed that consultations should take place with the school, guides, scouts, football club and other village organisations.  
MUGA:  The clerk issued members with a copy of the analysis from the questionnaires that had been completed by the Year 9 De Ferrers students.  Mr. Winstone proposed and Mrs. Redgrave seconded that the idea of the MUGA should be put on hold whilst the playbuilder project was being submitted.  It was agreed that the MUGA should be placed back on the April agenda as the Parish Council should have received a definitive answer with regards to the playbuilder project by this time. (Clerks Report, Ongoing)
Tennis Courts:  Mr. Winstone advised that he had nothing further to report on this matter. 

(Clerks Report, Ongoing)
7. CRAYTHORNE – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 9)
Car Park:  Mr. Morris advised members that he was concerned following allegations of drug taking in the car park.  Members discussed the issue and agreed that we need proof that drug taking is taking place and if so then action will need to be taken.
Bins:  It was noted that these still needed to be replaced by ESBC following the recent acts of vandalism.

Picnic Area:  Mr. Morris was thanked his successful WASP application for £600.00 towards the picnic benches which had now been received from ESBC.

Fingerpost: Mr. Chinn asked the Clerk to chase the new steel post for the restored fingerpost sign which had been ordered with SCC.
Signage: Members noted the correspondence that had been received from Mr. Underhill.  It was noted that 
Mr. Underhill did not wish to construct the proposed tractor/trailer which was the suggested piece of play equipment to compliment the picnic area.  Members agreed that they still wished for a piece of play equipment to be installed and agreed that the item should be placed on the next agenda.

Mr. Underhill presented to members his ideas with regards to signage for the area and it was agreed that 
Mr. Underhill could construct a “totem pole” type sign with the words “picnic area” on it at a cost of £90.00.  
Mr. Underhill showed members some smaller posts which he felt could be used round the woods at a cost of £10.00 each.  It was agreed that no decision should be made at this time with regards to additional signage.

8.
OUTDOOR ISSUES – VARIOUS (Clerks Report, Item 10)
Benches:  Members noted that a quotation for the repair of the benches was in part 2 of the Clerks Report.


Jinny Nature Trail ditches: Mr. Chinn advised members that this would be quite a substantial job and that he didn’t think that it would be possible to get a machine in to dig the ditches so they would need to be done by hand.  It was agreed that the item should be reviewed again in spring.
Grass Cutting:  Members agreed not to have any more cuts of the grass at this time and to keep the matter under review.

9.
STAFFORD COUNTY ARCHIVES
Members unanimously agreed that that Staffordshire past track may include the Parish Councils collection of images on the County website.  Mr. Chinn advised that he had cleared copyright issues.  It was agreed that a paragraph should also be put in the next edition of the Rollestonian asking for pictures for Staffordshire Past track. 
49.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th NOVEMBER 2008 (continued)
10.
MINUTE BOOKS 
Mr. Morris proposed, Mr. Toon seconded and it was unanimously agreed to proceed with having the minute books bound.
11.
CPRE – HOUSING CAMPAIGN MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 14)

Mr. Fitton advised that along with Councillors Edwards and Chinn he had attended the recent housing campaign meeting held by CPRE.  Mr. Fitton advised that the Nathaniel Lichfield Partners study was discussed and that this proposed that there should be a further 5,000 houses in addition to the 12,900 already proposed by the WMRA.  Mr. Fitton advised that Nathaniel Lichfield had not accounted for any additional infrastructure for roads, drainage, schools etc.  Mr. Fitton advised that the consultation process would not end until after the elections and he feels that we should contact our local parliamentary candidates and see what their opinions are on the proposals.  Mr. Chinn added that some of the proposed housing densities were like they were in the 1930’s.  Mr. Edwards advised members that we needed to comment on both the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy and the Nathaniel Lichfield Partners study.  It was agreed that we should contact CPRE to see if they had any notes we could crib.  


It was confirmed that a meeting had been arranged for Monday 24th November, commencing at 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms in order to agree the Parish Councils comments on the proposals. 

12. 
METHODS OF COMMUNICATION (Clerks Report, Item 11)

Mr. Chinn asked members to give some thought to the way that we communicate with each other as ESBC seem to recognise that the way forward is via e-commerce and that they have now issued Borough Councillors with Laptops.  Mr. Chinn asked members to consider if ESBC could help us in anyway and summarised that one of the issues is with planning applications which often need looking at in great detail prior to the Parish Council meetings, but with only one hard copy being issued to the Parish Council it was not feasible for it to be passed round for review prior to the meeting.  It was noted that the majority of the Parish Council had both a computer and internet facilities.  It was agreed that members should consider this matter along with the best way to communicate messages to members that don’t have access to a computer and discussed again at the next meeting.
It was agreed to suspend Standing Orders in order to finish the meeting.

13.
FRIENDS OF ROLLESTON OPEN SPACES (Clerks Report, Item 12)

Members noted the details of the forthcoming meeting and it was agreed that the plans for the playbuilder should also be displayed at this meeting.  Mr. Underhill commented that he did not feel that the Parish Council were giving adequate notice for the meeting.  The Chairman replied that this would be the first of several consultations so everybody would be given the opportunity to comment on the proposals.  Mr. Underhill passed his apologies for the meeting.
14.
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL

Mrs. Toon proposed, Mr. Edwards seconded and members unanimously agreed to donate £50.00 to the Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal.

15.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
It was resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-
a.
Mrs. H. Light



1700


£556.87



(Clerks Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1701


£37.17

(Clerk NI & Tax)

c.
Mrs. H. Light



1702


£31.29



(Telephone & Internet)

49.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th NOVEMBER 2008 (continued)
15.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
d.
Mr. P. Gould



1703


£1208.33


(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
ESBC




1704


£199.19



(Bin Emptying)
f.
Bibby Factors Leicester Ltd

1705


£28.90


(Stationery Supplies)

g.
Society of Local Council Clerks

1706


£146.75


(Reference Books)

h.
Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal

1707


£50.00

(Wreath) 

i.
Mr. R. Bush



1708


£50.56


(Web Fees)

j.
Mr. P. Gould



1709


£184.00


(Footpath 14 fence & plants)

Mrs. Carlton and Mr. Chinn signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.

16.
CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED

Members noted that the following correspondence had been received:-
· A copy of a letter from the Civic Trust to ESBC & English Heritage with regards to their concerns with 14/16 Burnside.
· A letter from Mr. Perry the new chairman for Best Kept Village Competition.

· A draft copy of the Air Quality Action Plan produced by ESBC which is open for consultation until 9th January 2009.  www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk via the pollution team homepage. 
17.
ACCOUNTS FOR FIRST HALF 2008 – 2009 FINANCIAL YEAR

Members noted the details of this item.

18. CLERKS SALARY – 2008 – 2009 PAY AWARD

Members noted the details of this item.

19.
ONGOING ITEMS (Clerks Report, Item 16)
Village Sign: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
Handyman: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
Agricultural land for sale within Rolleston: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
Rollestonian of the year: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
Urban Design Officer/ Conservation Assistant: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    

Shotwood Close Open Space: The Clerk reported that she had received an email from Ms. Downes ESBC who had advised that they had written and spoken with Bellways and unless they heard from them within the next week, she was going to request that formal enforcement action is taken.
Brook Hollows: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
Monkey Puzzle Tree: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
Spread Eagle Windows: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    

ESBC - Winton Hall Grounds: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
49.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th NOVEMBER 2008 (continued)
19.
ONGOING ITEMS (continued)
ESBC - Shotwood Hill Footpath: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
ESBC / BT: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
ESBC:  Footpath from Westbury Homes to Craythorne Field:  Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Church Road kerbs: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Hall Grounds road markings: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Bus Shelter: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, footway outside Cherry Cottage: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Double yellow lines, Dovecliff Road: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Knowles Hill speeding concerns: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Village Lengthsman maps: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Spread Eagle fingerpost: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Leap report: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Blocked drain o/s 2 Beacon Road: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, overgrown hedges school lane: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, SID signs:  Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
SCC, Community Gangs: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    
Spread Eagle Island Bench:  Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.    

Footpath 14 fencing:  Members noted that this work had now been completed.

The Croft:  Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Spread Eagle Island: Members agreed to meet at 7pm on Monday 17th November to view the Spread Eagle Island and to determine the trees to be removed.
Brookside Railings: Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.

24.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

Double Yellow Lines outside Rolleston Club: Mr. Morris asked for this item to be added. (Clerks Report, Item 3)
Parish Precept Requirements: The clerk asked members to consider items for the 2009/10 Precept for the next meeting and issued members with a list of the proposed and completed projects from the 2008/09 Precept (Clerks Report, Item 6).
The Chairman moved that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
20. 21.
QUOTATION FOR REPLACEMENT OF MISSING BOLLARDS – THE CROFT
Members approved the following quotation from Mr. P. Gould:-

To replace 4” machines round barrier posts
Left hand side to replace 1 fixed post
Right hand side to replace 1 fixed and 4 lift out posts
Posts to be approximately 26” high.  Lift out posts to have 4” socket concreted in the ground with the post dropped in.




£140.00
21. 22.
QUOTATION FOR THE REPAIR OF VILLAGE BENCHES (Clerks Report, Item 18)


Members agreed not to proceed with this quotation and to source a price for materials using recycled plastic.

23.
KEN BRADLEY MEMORIAL BENCH


Members noted the details of this item from the Clerks Report.
Chairman
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