ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 11th AUGUST 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-

PC/19583/005/JPM Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the erection of a part single storey, part two storey side extension without complying with condition 2 of the planning permission HO/19583/003/JKM relating to details of render finish.  Ravenswood, Tutbury Road Rural, Mr. & Mrs. Hidson.

HO/23069/004/JPM Erection of a part two storey part first floor side and rear extensions and single storey rear extension, 21 Brookside, Miss. J. Blount

HO/06146/007/EW Erection of a rear conservatory, 121 The Lawns, Mr. Redman

2. PLANNING DECISIONS
The following application has been approved:-

HO/19452/006/CLF Erection of a single storey side and rear extension to form dependant relative accommodation, 33 Hall Road, Mr. Wayte.
HO/02041/005/JPM Erection of a two storey and single storey rear extensions and alterations to front elevation including canopy and recladding, 29 Beacon Drive, Mr. Lawson

HO/31196/004/JPM Erection of a part single storey side and rear extension, 15 Beacon Drive, Mrs. Bull

PA/02708/009/JPM Use of land for keeping of horses of extension to south east and north west elevations of existing barn and erection of 1.8metre high fencing and gates, Dove Meadows, off Station Road, Miss. Smith.

The following application has been refused:-

HO/30443/002/CLF Erection of a single storey rear extension and chimney, conversion of integral garage to lounge, and erection of a detached garage.  The Lodge, Chapel Lane, Mr. R. Campling

The following application has been withdrawn:-

PA/20292/030/JPM Erection of a two storey detached dwelling including installation of three dormer windows to front elevation (Amended layout revised 02/06/08) Garden Lane rear of, Orchard Barn, School Lane, Mrs. K. Owen.
3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT
Mr. Morris will be invited to make a report.
4.
ESBC – LEAP PROJECT 

A letter has been received from Mr. Bird, Head of Environment Services, ESBC with an update following the re-inspection report of the issues identified during the LEAP Initiative undertaken in Rolleston in 2006.  The re inspection has clearly identified a number of issues, mainly highway related which have not been rectified and these have been passed back to the County Council by ESBC.  Mr. Bird has also passed his apologies for the re inspection taking longer than expected.
5. ESBC – RECYCLING INCENTIVE SCHEME 

A BACS Payment has been received of £39.36 for the tonnage recycled in our area during October 2007 – March 2008.  Members are asked to confirm if they wish this amount to be donated to St. Marys Church.
6. ESBC – BROOK HOLLOWS
A meeting has been scheduled with Mr. Oates for Monday 11th August at 3pm to discuss the maintenance of Brook Hollows.
7. ESBC – TREE PRESERVATION ORDER – TPO24/PWS/KL

Notice has been received that a Tree Preservation Order no 240, has been placed on the Fagus Sylvatica (common beech), on the front/side garden of The Lodge, Chapel Lane. 


A letter has been sent to ESBC advising them that we were unable to find anybody willing to take on the tree warden’s role.
8.
ESBC – FORUM MEETING

This meeting was attended on the 15th July by Mr. Morris and the Clerk.  A presentation was given by SCC Highways Department.  Many items raised at the meeting were specific to individual Parish Councils and it was resolved that specific issues should be raised directly with SCC and not through the Forum meetings.  Mr. Thomson also briefed the meeting on the details of the “Community Gangs” scheme, as detailed in item 9 of the Clerks Report.

9. SCC – COMMUNITY GANGS
The following letter has been received from Mr. Thomson, Area Highways Manager (East) SCC:-

“Over the last 8 months or so Staffordshire Highways has been trialling the concept of Community Gangs in the Staffordshire Moorlands District and Stafford Borough Council areas.  The idea of “Community Gang” has been developed some of the lower priority work on the highway that is seen as important to the local community but often, because of its limited impact on safety, is not carried out by our regular maintenance gangs due to our need to focus on safety defects”.

“One of the key aspects of the scheme is that the local community representatives are involved in deciding the order in which locally identified work should be carried out within the time available visited 3 times a year on a 17 week cycle.  I now intend to launch in Area East from this September and it’s intended to operate with 3 gangs which should enable each community area to be visited 3 times a year on a 17 week cycle”.
“I have written to all County Council members in Area East and I have advised them of the scheme and have provided them with a programme.  It is anticipated that Parish Councils will have a significant involvement I deciding what work takes place and clearly early communication will be key to the scheme success.  Each County Member has been allocated at least 2 weeks within the 17 week rota and it should be noted that it has been necessary to combine Parish Councils in order to have a workable programme”

9. SCC – COMMUNITY GANGS (continued)
“As I hope you will be aware in some of the Parish Councils we currently operate a Lengthsman agreement and the Community Gang initiative is intended to improve communications with those Parish Councils to ensure that the agreements are working effectively.  I have attached a work activity schedule which provides guidance on what types of work could be undertaken by the Lengthsman and the Community Gang.  In my letter to the County Councillors, I have suggested that it may be useful to have a meeting with them and their respective Parish Council representatives in order to discuss the matter further”.  
 “I have confirmed that I will be happy to facilitate the meetings either at the Lichfield Highways Depot or at an appropriate local venue”.

Attached is a copy of the Suggested work activity which has been produced by SCC.  Members are asked to consider some areas that we would like to put forward to be completed by the Community Gangs.  Members are advised that the gang will be visiting Rolleston, Tutbury and Outwoods week commencing 17th November.

10.
SCC – ATHLESTAN WAY – KNOWLES HILL FOOTWAY

At the last Parish Council meeting members asked for this item to be added to the August agenda.
11.
SCC – HGV’S & TRADING STANDARDS 

The Clerk has contacted SCC with regards to this matter, and has been advised that an agreement has just been reached that Trading Standards will be the responsible body with regards to the breaking of weight limits by HGV’s.  SCC has advised that they will be having a meeting with Tony Pugh of Trading Standards in September and will put forward Rolleston as a village that is experiencing problems.

A letter has been sent to Willi Betz, advising that their lorries have been seen to be using the village and requesting that it may be beneficial for them to meet with the Parish Council to discuss our concerns.

12.
RECREATIONAL
Annual playground inspections:-A meeting needs to be arranged for the Recreational Sub Committee to discuss these reports.

Multi Use Games Area: - It was discussed at the last meeting that SCC had recently been awarded £1million pound to be spent on new play areas and Mr. Fraser suggested that we contact Ms. Bacon, Community Learning Partnership to see if we would be eligible for grant funding towards the cost of a MUGA.  The following response has been received.

“The funding that you are referring to is not a budget that I hold it will be administered via the Play partnership in East Staffs. My understanding is that the borough council have responsibility for the fund so it would be worth your while contacting them, there are two contacts I would suggest (hopefully one of them will be able to assist) Mike Hovers and Corinne O’Hare”
 

“Mike looks after many areas for the borough council and Corinne is in parks and outside areas so between them they should be able to assist.  From the point of view of community and learning partnerships we would be interested in hearing more about the project and may be able to offer some financial support to ‘top up’ any shortfall from other funding streams”

The clerk will contact the people suggested to see if they can help further.

13.
ROLLESTONIAN OF THE YEAR

Mr. Edwards asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

14.
APPEALS

At the last meeting it was agreed that this item would be added to the August agenda as Mr. Winstone would be back from Annual leave.  Information with regards to the appeals donated to in the 2007/08 and 2008/09 financial years can be found on the July Clerks Report.
15.
ESBC - SPREAD EAGLE PUBLIC HOUSE – BROKEN WINDOWS


The Clerk has contacted ESBC Enforcements Department with regards to this matter and has been advised that it is being looked into.
16.
ACCOUNTS – QUARTERLEY REVIEW – 2008/09

Please find attached the accounts for the first quarter for the 2008/09 financial year.

17.
ENVIRONMENTAL & MOWING OFFICERS REVIEW MEETING


Members are advised that quarterly meetings are to be held with Mr. Gould as part of his terms and conditions of contract.  Members are asked to decide if they wish this meeting to take place as an Agenda item on the September Clerks Report of if they wish the meeting to take place independent of the full Parish Council meeting.

18.
HANDYMAN SERVICES

It was agreed that this item would be added to the August agenda for further discussion.  

19.
JINY NATURE TRAIL


Members are advised that the Jinny Nature Trail was raised as a concern during Public Question time and petitions of the May Parish Council meeting.  It was agreed that the trail would be looked at during the annual footpath walks with regards to the Parish Councils view of maintenance required etc.  This item has not been discussed since this time.  Members are asked to visit the trail if possible before the next meeting so that this item can be discussed in further detail.

20. CRAYTHORNE - VARIOUS
Craythorne Woods: - The following email has been received via Mr. Gawthorpe, Chairman Civic Trust.  It had been sent to him by Mr. Brandon who is a member of the Civic Trust:-

“On Wednesday night I raised the issue that the grass on the footpaths in Craythorne Wood was overgrown and up to two to three foot in height in certain places.  Two kissing gates have been installed and it is not possible to walk through the wood after rain without getting your clothes thoroughly wet. Phil Gould has cut the paths on a couple of occasions at the top of the wood but those around the kissing gates are overgrown”.

 

“I feel that having purchases the kissing gates it should be in the village interests that they should be capable of being used. The wood in general is overgrown and I understand is only mown once a year and looks generally untidy and not a place to walk and enjoy the environment. I welcome your contribution to endeavour to improve the situation”.

Craythorne Roadside Boundary: - Members agreed to look at the roadside boundary prior to this meeting, further to Mr. Morris’s suggestion to carry out some more tree planting along this boundary in the large gaps between the established trees.
Craythorne Car Park: - Mr. Edwards, Mr. Chinn and Mr. Jennings carried out the patching works to the Car Park on Tuesday 22nd July.  
20. CRAYTHORNE – VARIOUS (continued)
Craythorne Picnic Area: - Work on this area has now commenced.  The following email has been received from Mr. Underhill outlining his thoughts for the area:-
“I have talked with Barry and had another look at the proposed site which I agree is clearly the best place. Odd thoughts are: - 1. If at all possible the furniture of a picnic site should add to the Scene and not detract from it.  2. The shape should make the furniture it¹s self have some visual attraction.  3. Tables do not have to replicate the dining or kitchen tables.  4. Picnicing is ³al fresco ³ living so may be something the height of a coffee table is sometimes appropriate.  5. We don¹t have to use wood. Concrete or plastic or brick would do and maybe I feel a combination of wood or reclaimed plastic tops on concrete bases could look very well and be serviceable. 6. I very much like the idea of exploring reclaimed or reconstituted plastic.  7. If in the meantime cutting out the chatter path is organised I don¹t See why two sites for concrete bases should no be excavated at the same time.  Something like two well spaced, vaguely round circles of 5 or 6 square metres? 8. I would suggest the path sticks to the curve of the existing one.

Picnic Benches: - Members are advised that a decision needs to be made with regards to the picnic benches.  Wheelchair accessible picnic benches have been recommended.  Benches are available in recycled plastics.  There is a very good website www.marmaxproducts.co.uk which shows the various benches available, and they are also available in a variety of colours.  Members are asked to look at the website prior to the meeting, so that the matter can be discussed.  The Clerk also has a brochure from Centrewire but unfortunately their website does not show the benches available.
Rolleston Football Club: - A letter has been sent to Rolleston Football Club advising them that members have recently discussed the possibility of charging them for use of the field, but have concluded that as long as Rolleston Football Club are willing to contribute to any future projects with regards to maintenance etc, then we would be willing for them to continue to use the field free of charge.  The Clerk has suggested that it may be worth the football club meeting with the Parish Council if they wish to discuss the matter in further detail.

Stretton Eagles Football Club: - Mr. Chinn has been advised that Stretton Eagles have been using Craythorne Field for training sessions.  Mr. Chinn may wish to advise further.

21. VILLAGE SIGN
The following email has been received from the Civic Trust:-

“Tom Martin sent me an email last month about the Village Sign and its deteriorating condition - mentioned at the May PC Mtg - or was it at the VLC Mtg?. Tom and I noticed that the subject didn't appear on the June PC Mtg Agenda (or in fact the July Agenda last Monday). We are a bit anxious that the topic has slipped out of sight”. 

 

“The history of it, as you may know, is that the Civic Trust initiated and paid for the Sign out of CT funds, and the PC agreed to look after its maintenance. Tom, John Carlton and myself were Civic Trust Committee members when the Sign project was undertaken. A part of Burton College took on the design of the shield graphics (Art Dept?) and also some of the woodwork. At the Civic Trust Committee Meeting last Wednesday, we felt that it was worth the Village asking the College if they could help with it again (maybe before Keith Norris leaves?). Various of us remember hearing fairly recently that the College were looking around for useful community tasks to take on. We'll look to see whether we have any info concerning the original”.  “Perhaps you could let us know what the PC has in mind”.
22. BROOKSIDE – VDSG

The following email has been received from Mr. J. Underhill, Chairman, VDSG:-

“At the VDS Group meeting on 15th July I was asked to write to the Parish Council on two subjects, both relating to Brookside.  During the original preparation of the VDS Group it was inevitable that we should recognise that Brookside was one of the most, if not the most, important areas of the village contributing to it¹s essential characteristic.  It has a strong rural atmosphere and even retains a sense of agriculture, remnants of which still exist here in the heart of the village.  The Group believes that it is important that we should all take care not to diminish this characteristic”.
   
22.
BROOKSIDE – VDSG (continued)


”The first item is the edging between the road surface and the grass.  The Group are very pleased that our Council are again investigating the long outstanding problem of how excessive damage to the edging and the grass might be prevented.   The group has strongly supported the stance of previous Councils, that the unobtrusive edge created by the existing cobble stones should be repaired and retained and that this edge should not be moved back to widen the road.  Doing this will mean that even with considerate parking by residents and careful driving some wide vehicles will mount the grass and damage will occur.  Some damage should be considered inevitable and not inappropriate to the nature of Brookside.  The problem is that the land at the edge of the road is soft and, particularly in wet weather when the run off from the road soaks into it, it is susceptible to severe deep damage”.  
“We would suggest that creating a strong porous load bearing substrate strip, possibly drained to the brook, a metre or so wide along the edge of the road, might be appropriate.  The approach used below the middle bridge was always felt to be wrong”.


“We recognise and understand why some residents might prefer a neat and tidy hard edge and a wider road to simplify parking but we believe that the contribution the area makes to the essential characteristic of Rolleston, the desirability of the location and the value of the postcode is more important to the whole village”.

”The second item relates to the birch tree growing out of the pavement adjacent to Brookside Farm.
This surface rooted tree should probably have been pulled up as a seedling but it was not. Over the years it has been allowed to grow to maturity and is now fondly admired by many as an attractive feature of Brookside. This is largely why this subject was also raised at the last village meeting.  We had previously understood that the Parish Council had agreed to retain the tree. We are now told that the tree has been declared unsafe and that the PC had passed the problem to the County Roads Department for action. The Group do not know why the tree is considered unsafe. Is it because it might fall or because people might trip over the uneven pavement created by the roots!

”If a knowledgeable declaration that it could fall has been made there is no more to be said.  If tripping over the roots is the problem we would ask that the Council should request of the County that, if at all possible, the tree should remain and the pavement surface should be repaired without removing it rather than felling the tree and still having to dig up the roots and repair the pavement”.

Members are advised that as agreed at the July meeting, the Clerk has written to SCC and advised that the Parish Council do not have the expertise to say if the tree should be removed and that as the tree is in the footway, the ultimate decision should be that of SCC.  The Clerk has also advised SCC that we are not in favour of the proposed Conservation Kerbs and have asked them to put forward some alternate suggestions.
23. CPRE - HOUSING PROPOSALS FOR THE WEST MIDLANDS

The following email has been received from Mr. Botham, West Midlands Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE):-
“Please find attached a short briefing by Peter Langley summarising the  latest information on the Government’s housing study (‘Development of  Housing Options for West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy’) as it is  likely to affect three particular parts of the West Midlands:  Coventry/Warwickshire, East Staffordshire and South Worcestershire”.

“As you will recall, this study was commissioned by the Government to explore the options for accommodating a higher level of housing growth in the region over the next twenty years than originally proposed by the Regional Assembly in its 2007 Regional Spatial Strategy Phase Two Revision document. The study is now expected to be published on 7th October,  which leaves 8-9 weeks for interested parties to digest the findings  and submit comments before the close of the public consultation on the  Regional Spatial Strategy Phase Two Revision (8th December)”.
Attached for members information is a copy of the briefing referred to.  It is understood that those representatives that attended the April meeting from Rolleston have been contacted directly with regards to this and some proposed dates have been suggested for a future meeting.
24. CHEQUE SIGNED OUT OF MEETING

It was necessary for a cheque to be signed out of a meeting for the 20 tonnes of Mot Type 1 limestone which was purchased for the Craythorne Car Park and for the construction of the new footpath leading to the picnic area within Craythorne Woods.  The cheque number was 1673 payable to Buildbase for £317.25.  The cheque was signed by the Chairman, Mr. Toon and the Clerk.

HM Revenue: Notification has been received from HM Revenue & Customs that a total overpayment of £250.90 was made for National Insurance & PAYE Contributions during the 2007/08 financial year.  

25. ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 
The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light


1674



£584.41



(Clerks Salary)
b.
Mrs. H. Light


1675



£22.74



(Telephone & Internet)

c.
Mr. P. Gould


1676



£1208.33



(Environmental & Mowing)

d.
ESBC



1677



£199.19


(Bin Emptying)

e.
Bibby Factors Leicester Ltd
1678



£30.43


(A4 copier paper)

f.
Mr. B. Edwards


1679



£63.54



(Materials for C.Woods Picnic Area)
26.
EAST MIDLANDS AIRPORT – RUNWAY EXTENSION BID
A copy of a newspaper article (Burton Advertiser Wednesday 30th July 2008) has been passed to the Clerk by Mrs. Galloway with regards to the proposed runway extension at East Midlands Airport.  It is being suggested that the extension is being created in order for jumbo jets to be able to use East Midlands Airport.  The article does state that North West Leicestershire District Council has sent letters to Parish Councils and that they will have an extended time period of one month to respond.  It is understood that North West Leicestershire District Council are looking to determine the application within the next 6 months.  Members are advised that Rolleston on Dove Parish Council have not been consulted on the application.

27.
THE CROFT - TREES

Members agreed to look at The Croft prior to this meeting with regards to the proposal for the Hawthorn Tree to be removed between The Croft and the Little Croft.  Members are asked to decide how they wish to proceed with this item.


The following letter has been received from Mrs. White, The Croft, Burnside:-


“We live behind the Spread Eagle Pub in Rolleston (the White house on left).  We have a tree which is situated on The Croft which is overhanging our drive but it is also pressing against our wall and appears to be causing the wall to be misshapen and damaged.  I have been in touch with the Council who have told me it is Parish Council property and to contact you”.  “We were wondering if someone could come and have a look at the tree and the damage it is doing to our wall, with a view to removing it”.

28.
WINTON, HALL GROUNDS – PLANNING CONCERNS

Mr. Chinn has asked for this item to be added to the agenda as it is understood that the owners of the property have carried out some work without the necessary planning permission being obtained.

29.
PURCHASE OF STAGING 

The staging is now being purchased and paid for with no involvement necessary from the Parish Council.
30.
STANDING ORDERS 

Mr. Edwards has asked for this item to be added to the agenda and would like to propose that the following be added to the Parish Councils Standing Orders:-

Extraordinary meetings of the Council

· The Chairman of the Council may at any time call an extraordinary meeting of the Council 

· If the office of Chairman is vacant, or if the Chairman is unable to act for any reason, the Vice-Chairman of the Council may at any time call an extraordinary meeting of the Council 

· Any two members of the Council may call an extraordinary meeting of the Council if a requisition for such a meeting signed by those members has been presented to the Clerk. 

· Where any person or persons decide to call an extraordinary meeting of the Council, that decision shall be signified to the Clerk together with the business to be transacted by the person or persons concerned. The Clerk shall thereupon ensure that the notices and summonses giving three clear days' notice of the extraordinary meeting are published and sent as soon as practicable.

31.
ESBC – SAND AND SAND BAG SUPPLIES - FYI

Additional sand and empty sand bags have now been delivered to the Brookhouse Hotel.

32.
MEADOW VIEW / CRAYTHORNE WOODS 

The Clerk was contacted by a Mrs. Wright following an incident when she was walking her dog and pulled three children from the ditch adjacent to the footpath leading from Meadow View Play Area to the rear of Westbury Homes.  Mrs. Wright reported that the children were all approximately 8 years old and had slid under the wire fence to retrieve their dog which had got into the ditch.  Mrs. Wright contacted the Parish Council as she was concerned that there could be an accident, however it appears in this instance that the children were purposely gaining access to the ditch as opposed to it being an accident. 

33.
ESBC - HACKNEY CARRIAGE & PRIVATE HIRE LICENSING POLICY & PROCEDURE

The Clerk contacted ESBC with requesting clarification of the two following two points which were raised by Mr. Edwards following his review of the report.  

“On page 108 there is a section "PENALTY POINTS SCHEME" the 1st bullet point in "method of enforcement" states: - The number of points issued will be in accordance with the table below.  The tables that follow have a column that grades the various offences.  My question is: - are the level numbers the quantity of points awarded for each offence or is the table mentioned in "methods of enforcement" missing?”
 

“As an aside if one looks at the tables in Appendix Z the tariffs of various offences seem quite strange. If one considers that failing to notify the licensing authority where a hackney carriage or private hire vehicle is stored when not in use is a level 3 offence i.e. £1000 fine whereas drunken driving of a hackney carriage is a level 1 offence i.e. £200” 
33.
ESBC - HACKNEY CARRIAGE & PRIVATE HIRE LICENSING POLICY & PROCEDURE (continued)
The following response has been received from ESBC:-

“Following consultation it has been agreed that points will not be awarded and that a single warning will be issued for an offence. This means the level is the scale of fine that could be awarded should the matter be referred to court. This will be reflected in the policy. Should a driver be issued with a third warning within a 2 year period then further actions may be taken”. 

 

“With regard to the fines these are set within the different acts and therefore not something which we can alter. I have checked the document and they are correct levels. The two offences you have mentioned are in the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and the Road Traffic Act. Unfortunately the Acts which govern taxis are quite old and have not had many amendments”.

 
34.
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2008 – COMPLETION OF THE ANNUAL AUDIT

Completion of the Annual Audit has now taken place by the external auditor.  On the basis of the review, in the opinion of the external auditor the information contained in the annual return is in accordance with the Audit Commission’s requirements and no matters have come to their attention giving cause for concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements have not been met.  

35.
ONGOING ITEMS

ESBC – URBAN DESIGN OFFICER / CONSERVATION ASSISTANT (a letter has been sent to ESBC)

ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE
SPCA – AFFILIATION FEES 2007/08 (awaiting response from SPCA)
MEETING ROOM HIRE (to be reviewed September) 
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL (will be added to September Clerks Report)
MONKEY PUZZLE TREE, 10 BEACON ROAD 
(to be monitored as to ensure replacement planting takes place) 
BT – PROPOSAL TO REMOVE PUBLIC PAY PHONES (a letter has been sent requesting usage data and requesting that the central box is retained for emergencies).

SCC – CHURCH ROAD KERBS, in the hands of SCC
SCC – ROAD MARKINGS – HALL GROUNDS, to be re-instated next time machine in the village
SCC – BUS SHELTER, PC have confirmed would like a shelter
SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE, in the hands of SCC
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD, in the hands of SCC
SCC – KNOWLES HILL SPEEDING CONCERNS, in the hands of SCC
SCC – VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS, in the hands of SCC
SCC – SPREAD EAGLE FINGERPOST, in the hands of SCC
ESBC - Dog Fouling Issues jitties and Westbury Homes Play Areas, problems have been reported to ESBC Enforcements Department for action.
36. REPORTS
Staffordshire Wildlife, Annual Review 2007

Staffordshire Wildlife, August 2008 magazine

Staffordshire Wildlife, Summer 2008, Natural World Magazine

Tickets for Staffordshire Wildlife Autumn Raffle, if anyone would like to sell these please see the Clerk.
37. STAFFORDSHIRE POLICE
A letter has been received from Inspector Jav Oomer, introducing himself as the new Commander for Burton Neighbourhood Policing Unit.  Inspector Oomer advises that there have been significant successes in recent years and it is his intention to ensure reductions in crime continue.  With that aim in mind, Inspector Oomer advises that he very much looks forward o working with us in a continuing partnership which is bringing significant improvements in the quality of life for everyone who lives and works in the area.

38.
OUTDOOR MEETING/DISCUSSIONS

Spread Eagle Island:  Mr. Gould has been asked to remove the dead bush.
Fingerpost:  This is in hand via SCC.

The Croft: This item is on Clerks Report, Item 27

Memorial Bench:  A letter has been written to Mrs. Bradley asking if she will be in agreement for a memorial bench to be erected in memory of Mr. Bradley.

Picnic Area:  Clerks Report, Item 20
Craythorne Car Park: Clerks Report, Item 20
Footpath 14 fencing: Mr. Gould has been asked to carry out this work.  Mr. Gould has advised that it will be best to carry out this work when the children are back at School.
Land adjacent to Spread Eagle Island:  The Clerk is looking at the registration for this area.

Brown rings round signs due to pesticide: Mr. Gould has advised that it is not possible to avoid the brown rings round the village signs that are caused by the application of pesticide.  Mr. Gould has advised that there is an issue of dog faeces round many of the signposts, which would be a Health & Safety hazard if the grass was to be strimmed.

Craythorne Woods: Mr. Gould has advised that at the bottom of Craythorne Woods there is a Fire Hazard.  A large pile of dried grass has been cut and left.

Willow Trees, Burnside:  ESBC have contacted the Clerk to say they have an invoice for £295.50 for the call out they received for the Willow that was damaged by an HGV passing through Burnside.  The Clerk has replied to ESBC to say that as far as she understands the trees are the responsibility of the riparian owner and therefore these trees would lie within the remit of SCC as they are the owner of the adjoining footway.
39.
REPAIR OF VILLAGE BENCHES
Mr. Gould has made the following report with regards to the benches within the village:-

Bench adjacent to Spread Eagle Bus Shelter:  Requires 4 slats on the seat replacing and 1 on the back
The Croft, 4 benches: Bench next to the bin requires 2 slats replacing, 4th bench requires 5 slats

Meadow View, 1 bench: requires 5 new slats

Elizabeth Avenue, 4 benches: no extra maintenance required

Craythorne Football Pitches, 1 bench: no extra maintenance required

Craythorne Woods, 1 bench: Alan Woodbine bench no extra maintenance required.  Recommend that this bench is moved to a more suitable area.

The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
5th August 2008
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