ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 9TH JUNE 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-

· HO/19452/006/CLF Erection of a single storey side and rear extension to form granny annexe, 33 Hall Road, Mr. Wayte
· HO/31196/004/JPM Erection of a part two storey part single storey side and rear extension, 15 Beacon Drive, Mrs. Bull
2.
PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-

· HO/01937/009/JKM Erection of a front porch and pitched roof over existing flat roof to the side elevation, 83 Station Road, Mr. Partington.

· TN/22795/005/JKM Tree works including the felling of one Elderberry, one Hawthorn and two Ash trees, Rolleston Almshouse, Rolleston on Dove Parish Council.  (It has been recommended that replacement trees of a suitable species are planted to compensate for the loss of the Ash Trees and Elderberry).
· TN/29745/002/JPM Removal of one Lawson Cypress Tree, 2 The Square, Moseley Mews, Mr. Carter

· TP/19749/011/JPM General works to one Oak tree T26 of TPO24, Roscavan, south Hill, Mr. Graham

· HO/31952/001/JKM Erection of a tool shed, 5 Alders Reach, Mr. Hill

3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT

Mr. Morris will be invited to make a report.
4.
ESBC – PACT

Mr. Morris has recently attended a meeting at the Police Station on “PACT” and has made a summary on how “PACT” works.  “PACT” aims to set up short monthly meetings between the partners and the public to determine the priorities that the public think need sorting in the community.  The relevant partners will then go away and act on the issue identified.  The partners (about six) are whoever the organisers think are needed e.g. Parish Council, Borough Council (Officers or member), County Council, school/education authority, housing association etc.  The meetings are held on a regular basis and are open to all residents.

The Chairman takes any concerns raised and makes a list.  Only local issues are addressed and the chairman does not allow free discussion - it is not a debate but a mechanism to identify problems.  The meetings are very short and formal.  The problems are not just police matters but anything local of concern. They must be specific e.g. not antisocial behaviour but graffiti on the signs or vandalising a bus shelter.  As has come up in one PACT; closure of Post Offices is not a local issue but closure of Starbuck's post office would be.  The public then vote on the list and the top three issues are selected.

4.
ESBC – PACT (continued)
This does not last longer than 45 minutes.  The partners then decide who's responsibility it is and the relevant partner *must* report back to the Chairman before the next meeting.  Issues may take longer than 4 weeks to implement but a decision must be made within the 4 weeks.  Issues are not carried over to the next meeting.  If the issue is not picked up by a partner present then the Chairman will contact the relevant person (for example the Fire Service) and make sure that the issue is picked up by a named person and a report back made within 3 weeks or so.  It works well in parts of Burton where it has been implemented and they are looking to extend to other areas e.g. Rolleston.  It does entail a strong Chairman and a group of partners who will get things done and entails a lot of commitment from these.

Some Parishes think that this is the business of the Parish Council and are not interested.  If we are interested the Police will help set it up.  Dave Lear and possible sergeant Dave Harris will help contact a team of partners and 

Set up a meeting explaining how it works and then the first meeting.

Members are asked to discuss their thoughts on this item.

5.
ESBC – BEST PERFROMANCE INDICATOR INCENTIVES 

A letter has been received from Parmjit Dhanda, MP with regards to this item.  Attached is a copy for perusal.  A copy will also be held in the minute book for reference.

6.
ESBC – LEAP PROJECT 

Members agreed that this item would be added to this agenda to be followed up with ESBC following their letter dated 11th March 2008.  The Clerk has written to ESBC and requested a progress report.
7.
ESBC - LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE 

It was requested at the last meeting that this item be added to the next agenda.  In the meantime, the Clerk has asked Mr. Freeman, ESBC Enforcement Officer to look at the site.
8.
ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE

No further information has been received on this item.  It has been chased with Mr. Malkin who has advised that he will pursue Bellway Homes.
9.
ESBC – TREE WARDEN SCHEME

The following letter has been received from Mr. Eastaugh, ESBC:-


“I am currently trying to start a tree warden scheme in all of the local boroughs could you please ask at your next Parish Council meeting if there is anyone interested in becoming involved.  Briefly tree wardens are volunteers who take an active role in monitoring the health and condition of trees within they’re local communities.  I as the tree officer would act as a co-ordinator and also provide literature and training in basic tree law, identification of pests and diseases and tree identification.  For more information please visit the tree councils website.  I am not looking for experts just enthusiasts and there is no strict amount of time you need to commit to the scheme it is all about community involvement.  Events are organized throughout the year such as see collection and tree planting and aftercare and training seminars at no cost to the wardens”.
10.
ESBC – HOUSING RENEWAL ASSISTANCE POLICY & HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY

ESBC Housing Renewal Assistance policy needs to be revised to stay up to date.  This document sets out the nature and extent of the assistance that the Council will make available for housing renewal, repair and improvement.  It also details the key priorities that this assistance will contribute towards and the financial resources committed to the policy.  The Council would like the Parish Councils views on the policy by 20th June.  
10.
ESBC – HOUSING RENEWAL ASSISTANCE POLICY & HOMELESSNESS STRATEGY (continued)

The Council needs to adopt a new Homelessness Strategy.  It has identified a number of actions which could contribute to reducing homelessness in the borough and these are set out in a consultation document.  It is know keen to hear what priority people think it should be given to the different actions.  The Council would like the Parish Councils views on the Homelessness Strategy by 16th June.  Copies of the documents are available at the following locations:-

· Town Hall, Burton upon Trent

· On the internet at www.eaststaffsbc.gov.uk (Click on “Consultations” or “What’s new on the site”)
If anybody would like a hard copy of the document, please ask the Clerk.

11.
ESBC – SANDBAG SUPPLIES

A letter was received from ESBC to advise that they were reviewing the arrangements in respect of emergency sandbag provisions in case of flooding.  The Parish Council was asked to review the current stock supplies of sand and bags and advise ESBC accordingly.  The Clerk has reviewed the levels and has requested that additional supplies of both sand and empty bags are provided.

12.
ESBC – BRIGHTER BOROUGH GARDENING COMPETITION

Brighter Borough is East Staffordshire Borough Councils competition to help encourage an attractive and healthy environment through gardening, landscaping and environmentally friendly gardening practices.  The Councillor Challenge cups category is open to elected members, to enter their garden and to compete against other elected members. The closing date for entries is 27th June.  If anyone is interested in entering, please see the Clerk for an application form.

13.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD 

A meeting has been arranged with Mr. Rayson for Monday 23rd June at 10am to discuss this issue.  Members are asked to confirm who is able to attend.  The meeting point with Mr. Rayson has been agreed at the top of Brookside (adjacent to the Spread Eagle Island).

14.
SCC – CHURCH ROAD KERBS

A meeting has been arranged with Mr. Rayson for Monday 23rd June at 10am to discuss this issue.  
15.
SCC- BUS SHELTER

A meeting has been arranged with Mr. Rayson for Monday 23rd June at 10am to discuss this issue.  
16.
SCC - BROOKSIDE - VARIOUS
Cobbles: A meeting has been arranged with Mr. Rayson for Monday 23rd June at 10am to discuss this issue.  

Silver Birch Tree: A letter has been sent to Mr. McKeown advising that as the tree is in the Highway, the ultimate decision with regards to its removal should be made by SCC, but that we would be happy to discuss the issue with Mr. Rayson on the forthcoming site visit.
17. SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE 
Members are advised that this item has been on the agenda for several months now and are asked how they wish to proceed with the item.

18. SCC – ROAD MARKINGS

Access protection marking – 41 Burnside: This item has been chased again with SCC.
White line request exit Hall Grounds onto Church Road:  This request has been forwarded to SCC and Mr. Rayson has agreed to look at this issue on the forthcoming site visit.
19.
SCC – HEAVY GOODS VEHICLES 

The Clerk has received a complaint with regards to the continued use of HGV’s accessing Marston Lane.


Mr. Morris has received a complaint with regards to HGV’s in the village and that the bridge has been badly scratched by an HGV.  It is suggested that this issue is discussed with Mr. Rayson at the forthcoming site visit.
20.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD / WOODS
College Field:  The Clerk has received several telephone calls from a resident of Twentylands with regards to dog fouling on the college field.  The Clerk has advised the resident that the college field is private property and if they have concerns with the field, then they need to contact the college direct.  Mr. Morris has recently met with the college with regards to security and may wish to report further on this matter.
Football: The following request has been received:-
“As discussed, I am enquiring about the availability of using the football pitch on Craythorne Lane (opposite the golf club) for a senior football team in the Sunday morning league. We have been established for a number of years and I hate to say it but most of our players, including myself are edging towards retirement from football. The majority of our players live in the Stretton area so it would be ideal to stay as local as possible. You advised that the current teams do not pay a charge for use of the pitches as they are based in Rolleston. We are currently playing in Burton so we wouldn't expect to use it for free (although that would be nice). However, if the use of the pitch is possible we would then speak to the landlords in Rolleston and see if they would be happy for us to use their pub as our base - returning their after away fixtures and inviting the opposing team back for drinks & food at home fixtures”
 

“We understand that there isn't running water or showers and that we may need permission from the current teams to use the changing facilities which you said could be requested.  As I mentioned, we are only making enquiries at the moment but if you could give this request some consideration it would be much appreciated”.


Craythorne Woods:  A letter has been sent to Craythorne Equestrian Centre and the Blue Cross advising them that we have been advised that there is evidence of horses using Craythorne Woods and this is against the byelaws.  A polite request has also been made that if horses foul on the footway, an attempt should be made to remove this as soon as feasible.
21.
ANNUAL AUDIT RETURN FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2008

Mrs. Woodbine has now completed the Internal Audit.  Members are asked to complete the Annual Return which will be presented at your meeting.  The Clerk will report on the internal audit findings.
22.
CPRE – WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL ASSEMBLY 

A briefing entitled 'Too Many Houses - CPRE’s Reasons for Challenging the West Midlands Regional Assembly's House Building Bonanza' has been received from Mr. Botham, CPRE.  Attached is a copy of the briefing for perusal.  CPRE will be producing more short briefings like this one during the public consultation on the Regional Spatial Strategy draft Phase Two Revision, and comments on the briefing are welcome. The consultation deadline is now expected to be 8th December 2008, but they will advise us when they know the official deadline.


At the last meeting, it was agreed that this item should be added to the June agenda for further discussion.

23.
LAND ADJ TO ROLLESTON CRICKET CLUB/WINTERLEY LODGE PA/16197/014/JPM

A copy of a letter forwarded to ESBC by Mr. Jobson has been received for the Parish Councils information.  Mr. Jobson has proposed that some land should also be made available within this application for the provision of tennis courts within the development.  A copy of the letter will be held in the minute book for reference and a copy is available on request. 

24.
VILLAGE LIAISON MEETING

Members are advised that the next Village Liaison meeting is on Monday 16th June, commencing 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms.

25.
SPREAD EAGLE FINGERPOST


Mr. Chinn has sought the following quotation from Leander Architectural who propose the following:-

“We have a pattern in stock that we can use to make the finger you require. The blade without the collar is 1080mm long but we can 'stop' the pattern off to make a finger with an 890mm long blade. The pattern has a half collar and if the finger was made with the top half collar you could fit this to interlock with the existing finger shown in the photo providing the direction is fairly opposite.  The lettering sent is near enough M.O.T. revised, which was common on old finger-posts, I'm sure this would be O.K”.

“A cast aluminium finger like this, with the text required, finish-painted white with the raised text and border black would cost £178.75 + delivery and vat. Delivery by carrier would be £14.50 + vat.  Allow at least 4 - 6 weeks from an order for manufacture.  Get back with any queries - watch out for the pound signs turning into question-marks”.

26.
HANDYMAN SERVICES

Mr. Chinn asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

27.
HORSE FOULING

Mr. Winstone asked for this item to be added to the agenda.  In the meantime a letter has been sent to the local stables and Blue Cross Centre, asking them that if the horses foul on the footway for it to be removed as soon as feasible  
28.
FOOTWAYS / HIGHWAYS SURFACES

Mrs. Toon asked for this item to be added to the agenda.

29.
FESTIVAL OF TREES AND WREATHS


Following the hugely successful Christmas Tree Festival held in 2005, St Marys Church is proposing to repeat the festival again this year.  In order to allow more individuals and families to take part, they are going to include Christmas Wreaths.  The Festival will run from Friday 28th November – Tuesday 2nd December, 1pm – 6pm daily.  As last time, for the groups who wish to decorate a real tree St Marys will make a bulk purchase and pass on to groups at cost.


Members are asked to consider if they would like to participate in this event.  A meeting will take place in St Marys on Wednesday 24th September at 7.30pm to discuss arrangements.  In the meantime, St Marys would like to receive an indication of support by the end of July.

30.
ROLLESTONIAN DELIVERY

Due to an existing volunteer moving from the village, a new volunteer needs to be found, the deliveries take place quarterly.  The delivery is for 110 copies covering, Brookside, Alders Reach Development, Alderbrook Close, School Lane and Croft Close.  If anyone is willing to take on this delivery please see the Clerk.  

31.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light



1654


£565.97


(Salary, Includes Apr/May increase)

31.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1655


£57.57

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)
c.
Mrs. H. Light



1656


£26.52



(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1657


£1208.33




(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
Mr. P. Gould



1658


£22.00


(Removal of old goal posts – Craythorne Field)
f.
ESBC




1659


£253.87


(Bin Emptying)
g.
Mrs. M. Woodbine


1660


£100.00


(Internal Audit)

32.
MENCAP- APPEAL
An appeal has been received from Mencap to ask the Parish Council to consider making a donation towards the services it provides to people within East Staffordshire.

33.
ONGOING ITEMS
SCC – ATHLESTAN WAY FOOTWAY (patching works due to take place)
SCC – VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS 
(Have spoken to Mr. Rayson who has confirmed they are being drawn up)

SCC – FOOTPATH 1 (GLEBE CLOSE TO CHURCH ROAD, no response received SCC)
SCC – KNOWLES HILL SPEEDING CONCERNS (to be added to July Agenda)
ESBC -FRIENDS OF BROOK HOLLOWS


ESBC – URBAN DESIGN OFFICER / CONSERVATION ASSISTANT (a letter has been sent to ESBC)

SPCA – AFFILIATION FEES 2007/08 (awaiting response from SPCA)
MEETING ROOM HIRE (to be reviewed September) 
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL (will be added to September Clerks Report)
MONKEY PUZZLE TREE, 10 BEACON ROAD 
(to be monitored as to ensure replacement planting takes place) 
BT – PROPOSAL TO REMOVE PUBLIC PAY PHONES (a letter has been sent requesting usage data and requesting that the central box is retained for emergencies).
SPREAD EAGLE PUBLIC HOUSE – (a letter has been sent to vintage inns regarding village clean up day, the broken windows and the floral displays).

34.
REPORTS
No reports have been received for review.

The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
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