ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 14th APRIL 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-

· TP/03421/017/JPM Removal of one Araucaria (Monkey-puzzle) T312 TPO no 1, 10 Beacon Road, C. J. Wilson

· TN/22795/005/JKM Tree works including the felling of one Elderberry, one Hawthorn and two Ash trees, Rolleston Almshouses, Burnside, Rolleston on Dove Parish Council

· TP/19749/011/JPM Reduction of one oak tree T26 of TPO24 by 25%, Roscavan, South Hill, Mr. Graham

It was necessary to comment on the following applications prior to this meeting:-

· HO/01937/009/JKM Erection of a front porch and pitched roof over existing flat roof to the side elevation, 83   Station Road, Mr. Partington.

Members have no objections to this application.  Members are in favour of pitched roofs.

· PA/22980/003/JPM Erection of a detached dwelling and detached double garage (Amended Plans received 7/3/2008), Woodlands, Anslow Lane, Mr. Ward. 
Members had no objections to this application and feel that the plans are an improvement on the previous application.  Members would like to see bay windows introduced at the front of the property as they feel this would be more ascetically pleasing than the current proposals.
· HO/30443/002/CLF Erection of a single storey rear extension and chimney, conversion of integral garage to lounge, and erection of a detached garage, The Lodge, Chapel Lane, Mr. Campling.

Members have no objections to this application.  Members feel that the frontage will be improved and support the garage having a pitched roof.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS
The following applications have been permitted:-

· TP/10506/008/JPM Pollard three lime trees W17 of TPO1, deadwood and remove some lower branches from one cedar tree T215 of TPO1, Caernarvon House, Hall Grounds, Mr. Millar.

· TN/15095/003/JKM Removal of one birch tree and one willow tree, crown lift and thin one cherry tree, reduce and prune two apple trees and crown lift and reduce by 1/3rd one yew tree, Ivy House, Chapel Lane, 

· HO/14373/006/JKM Erection of a first floor side and rear extension, 19 Dovecliff Road, Mr. Milnes.

· HO/05678/005/CEH Erection of a first floor side extension, 15 Walford Road, Mr. Scullion & 
Miss Nicol.

2. PLANNING DECISIONS (continued)
· HO/31842/001/EW Conversion of part of garage to form additional living accommodation, 126 Station Road, Mr. Fletcher.

· HO/05752/005/JPM Erection of a two storey side extension and single storey rear extension, 92 The Lawns, Mr. & Mrs. Buxton

· PA/22980/003/JPM Erection of a detached dwelling and detached double garage, The Woodlands, Anslow Lane, Mr. Ward

· HO/16937/007/JPM Erection of a two storey side and rear extension, installation of dormer windows and associated alterations to roof, The Old Pump House, Station Road, Mr. & Mrs. Ploughman

The following application has been refused:-

· HO/31730/002/JKM Retention of replacement UPVC windows and doors, 24 Shotwood Close, Mrs. Richardson.

The following applications have been withdrawn:-

· PA/03421/015/JPM Erection of a detached dwelling, two storey side extension to existing house and associated alterations to existing access, Land at 10 Beacon Road, Mr. & Mrs. Wilson.

· PA/03421/016/JPM Alteration and conversion of outbuilding to form dwelling including the erection of a single storey extension and alterations to existing access, Land at 10 Beacon Road, Mr. & Mrs. Wilson.

3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT
Mr. Morris will be invited to make a report.
4.
ESBC – PLAYGROUND INSPECTIONS

The clerk contacted ESBC as we had not received a copy of our annual playground inspections and has been advised that ESBC no longer arrange for the inspections to be carried out and it is down to the parish councils to arrange them independently.  After consultation with the Chairman, the clerk has now arranged the inspections via a company recommended by ESBC at a cost of £150.00.for the two sites to be inspected.  The Clerk asked ESBC when the procedures were changed and she was advised that Mr. Crossley sent a letter in 2006 advising all Parish Councils that ESBC would no longer arrange for the inspections to take place.  The Clerk never received this and our last inspection was actually carried out via ESBC in January 2007. 

5.
ESBC – PARISH COUNCILS PUBLICITY CAMPAIGN


ESBC contacted the clerk and advised that they were considering publishing an article in the “ES News” to promote Parish Councils in East Staffordshire.  A feature of the article will be to publicize vacancies that exist on Parish Councils.  It is hoped that by raising awareness, more people will consider putting themselves forward to become involved in local democracy.  It was necessary to confirm by the end of March whether or not we would like Rolleston on Dove Parish Council to be included in the article.  After consultation with the Chairman it was confirmed that we would be happy for the Parish Council to be included and ESBC were advised that there are no vacancies at this time. 
6.
ESBC – SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT ON DESIGN GUIDANCE


A copy of the draft document on the above subject has been received, together with its accompanying sustainability appraisal.  The draft is now subject of consultation for a period ending on 17th April 2008.  Any representations will be considered and reported to members of ESBC with any changes to the document, if accepted, adopted for use in planning control.  The document has been circulated around as many members as possible prior to this meeting.  

7.
ESBC – SUSTAINABILITY APPRAISAL FOR SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT ON DESIGN GUIDANCE
The above document has been received.  The document is part of the Consultation for the East Staffordshire Design Guide SDP to the period ending 17th April 2008.  Comments on the Sustainability Appraisal will be accepted a further two weeks after 17th April.  Any representations on this or the design guide itself will then be considered and reported to members with any changes made to the Design Guide and if accepted, adopted for use in planning control. 

8.
ESBC – URBAN DESIGN OFFICER / ASSISTANT & CONSERVATION AREA DOCUMENTS


The following letter has been received from Mr. P. Short, Principal Planning Officer, ESBC:-

“The Situation remains very much as it was in June 2007, as the Council has not been able to recruit either a Principal Urban Design Officer or Conservation Assistant.  Consequently the Council is considering whether alternative provisions can be made”.

“Secondly, I am arranging for both the Appraisal and Character Statements to be made available on the Councils website, from which copies can be downloaded.  In the meantime please find enclosed a hard copy of each document.  Please note that the formal adoption of the revised Conservation Area boundary has not yet taken place and I would anticipate that this is likely later this year”.

9. 
ESBC – BEST PERFROMANCE INDICATOR INCENTIVES 

The Parish Council has written to Janet Dean, MP with regards to their concerns on this item.  A response has been received from Mrs. Dean’s office to advise that she has written to the Department for Communities and Local Government to highlight the Parish Council's concerns; and that we should receive a response in due course.
10.
ESBC – LEAP

A letter has been received from Mr. Bird, Head of Environment Services, ESBC with regards to the LEAP project.  A copy of the letter is attached for reference.
11.
HOUSING CAMPAIGN WORK IN THE BURTON UPON TRENT AREA

 
An email was received from a Mr. Botham who had been appointed by West Midlands Campaign to Protect Rural England (CPRE) to undertake some campaign work on the West Midlands Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) housing proposals,   focusing on the Burton-upon-Trent, Coventry and Worcester areas.  Mr. Botham was looking to make contact with local organizations such as Parish Councils in order to get an idea of what the impacts of the RSS proposals are likely to be “on the ground” as well as assist those organizations in responding to public consultation.  A copy of Mr. Botham’s email was circulated to all members as well as the Civic Trust and VDSG.  It is understood that Mr. Chinn and Mr. Edwards attended the meeting and they may wish to report further.
12.
SCC – HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS

It is hoped that the remaining areas should be completed early April.
13.
SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD 
This item was last addressed by members at the January Parish Council meeting which was attended by Mr. Thompson, SCC.  Mr. Thompson agreed that he would be willing to take our proposals forward for consultation.  Members are advised that no further communication has been received from SCC on this subject.

14. 
SCC – KNOWLES HILL SPEEDING CONCERNS 

Members are advised that this issue was last discussed in January 2008 at the Parish Council meeting which was attended by Mr. Thompson, SCC.  Correspondence received from Mr. Rayson, SCC in January 2008 indicated that the mobile sid signs (Speed Indication Devices) were on order and due to be delivered in early March.  Members agreed that if the signs hadn’t been sent out to the location by the April meeting that we would add it back on the agenda to chase with SCC.

15.
SCC – BUS SHELTER 
SCC contacted the Clerk and advised that they did not know what the outstanding issues were with Mr. Thompson.  Mr. Chinn visited Mr. Thompson and clarified the situation.  The clerk has relayed this information back to SCC and suggested that it might be beneficial for a site meeting to be held between all parties concerned.

“At the time of the development in Shotwood Close, I was the engineer supervising the developer and as such I am aware of the circumstances here.  The developer Bellway Homes constructed an access for Mr. Thomson on the radius into the development, off Church Road. This was not shown on any of the design drawings and was not agreed by SCC. I believed at the time this access was in a dangerous place being directly on the radius and I was (and still am) concerned that vehicles entering Shotwood Close off Church Road may have an accident with farm vehicles emerging from this access. I therefore instructed this access be removed. At the time I met with Mr. Thomson and conveyed my views on this, to which Mr. Thomson is fully aware. This access would also require planning permission as it emerges onto a ‘C’ class road, albeit on the edge of an unclassified road”.

“I would be more than happy to meet the Parish Council and Mr. Thomson to discuss this matter; however, I am not prepared to allow an access at this location. Please let me know when you would like to meet on site”.

Following the response from Mr. Rayson, Mr. Chinn spoke again with Mr. Thompson and has reported as follows.  Members are asked to consider how they wish to proceed with this issue:-

“There is no other satisfactory access to the field due to land contours etc., and Mr. Thompson believes that the original design brief and planning statements were to the effect that existing access for farm vehicles would not be obstructed. Drop kerbs are already installed locally in places where Mr. Rayson would have similar objections, and there are no apparent records of traffic incidents”.

 

“Mr. Thompson does not wish to meet Mr. Rayson on site, (and I personally doubt that Mr. Rayson's comments in his email give much room for a useful dialogue) but would have no objection to the PC meeting with Mr. Rayson on site.  Mr. Thompson will not consider making the land available for a 'bus shelter unless there is resolution of the drop kerb issue”.

 

Also, following comments made to me about possibility of vandalism etc. in the proposed bus shelter, I have spoken to Staffs Police who have no record of any problems in that area.

16.
SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH

The following letter dated 14th March, has been received from Mr. Rayson, Divisional Highways Manager, SCC:-


“It is disappointing that the issue could not be resolved between all parties and this added to the list of insured items within the parish.  As the County Council is self insured I am happy for the bench to remain in place, as even though there is an issue over the plaque, both the bench and its installation are to a high standard, should the bench become damaged or un-usable at any time it will be removed on highway safety grounds and will not be replaced.”
17. SCC / ESBC SHOTWOOD CLOSE 
Grass Cutting: SCC has agreed to the quotation submitted by the Parish Council for the cutting of all of the grass verges within Shotwood Close.  Mr. Rayson, SCC has advised that the quotation provided by the Parish Council will be included on invoices for the 2008/09 season grass cutting.   At present, the cutting of the Open Space remains with the jurisdiction of Bellway Homes.  


Open Space: It is understood that Bellways have still not submitted any proposals to ESBC with regards to the stabilization of the wall.

18. BROOKSIDE

Village Sign: The Parish Council is reminded that the village sign and post is turned round at least every 3 years. This is to equalise the weathering to each side of the sign and minimise warping to the main post. It is time to do this again and the framework would benefit from a new coat of preservative.  This work has been carried out by 
Mr. Jeremy Marshall in the past. He knows how to unlock and reseal the fixing.  A quotation has been sought from 
Mr. Marshall and it is hoped that it will be received in time for the meeting.

Silver Birch Tree:  No further information has been received from SCC with regards to when the tree is likely to be removed.
Cobbles: No response has been received from SCC following the Parish Council submitting the proposals for cobbles along Brookside.
Spread Eagle Island:  Members need to view this area and decide on how they would like it to be.
Railings: The painting of the railings has now been completed.
19.
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROJECTS 2008 / 09

The following grants are available towards some of the projects that the Parish Council has highlighted for the 2008/09 financial year:-

· Community Development Fund, ESBC up to £10,000 (may be suitable for resurfacing of a play area)
· Green Grants, ESBC, £1,000 (may be suitable for picnic area, memorial bench, tree works Craythorne Woods)
· WASP, ESBC, £1,000 (may be suitable for seat in Spread Eagle Bus Shelter, or Painting of Elizabeth Avenue Play Area railings)
· Bus Shelters, SCC, up to 25% towards the cost (usually only one shelter per financial year)
· Awards for All (National Lottery), between £300 and £10,000 for a specific project  (may be suitable for multi-surface play area) 
· Reverend Whitehead also forwarded the Clerk details of grants from £500 to £50,000 towards installing new play areas etc, but the grants are not available to Parish Councils.
20. 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH
It is understood that the Neighbourhood Watch Group would like the Parish Council to provide them with a small “kitty” so that they can invite speakers to meetings and be able to cover either their charges or transportation costs.  
20. 
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH (continued)
However, the NHW group would prefer not to be given the money as they would then need to set up accounts etc.  It is suggested that if the Parish Council are prepared to make a donation that a set amount is agreed and that NHW contact the clerk when they need money, and she can advise them of how much money they have left etc.  Members are advised that the room hire costs are covered by the Parish Council and that at present the Parish Council makes copies etc of the agendas for their meetings.
21. 
MEETING ROOM HIRE
The Clerk has spoken with the Church with regards to the possibility of using the Old Grammar School Rooms.  Currently some dates in the near future would not be available.  The Church does not have a rate for the room hire as the room is available on the basis of donations being made, which is usually £20.00. The upstairs room at the Scout Hut is available at a charge of £15.00 per evening.  Members are advised that this may not be suitable as there would be no disabled access to the upstairs.   It is understood that the Methodist Chapel will be reviewing their room hire charges in September. The Parish Council currently pays £25.00 per meeting.   Members are advised that an additional outdoor light has now been installed at the rear of the Methodist Chapel.  
22. 
VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY
Members are reminded that Village Clean up Day is taking place on Saturday 10th May, commencing at 9.30am, meeting in the Spread Eagle Car Park.  Members are asked to consider which area they would like the clean up to be focussed on.
23. 
VOLUNTARY BUS SERVICE

Members agreed that this item would be added back to the April agenda, as it would have then allowed time for anyone interested in this project to contact the Parish Council.  Members are advised that the Clerk has received no interest in this item.

24.
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY / FLOOD WARDENS
As agreed the visit to the Environment Agency offices has been confirmed for Wednesday 7th May, 7pm.  So far only one flood warden, Mr. Core has indicated that he would like to attend. Please confirm your attendance with the Clerk at this meeting.  Agendas and directions will be distributed accordingly.
25. ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2008

Members are reminded that this meeting is due to take place on Monday 21st April, commencing at 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms.  Tea & Coffee will be served after the meeting.
26. RECREATIONAL SUB COMMITTEE MEETING
This meeting took place on Monday 17th March.  Attached is a copy of the minutes for member’s information.  The Chairman may wish to report further on this meeting.

27.
HIGHWAYS SUB COMMITTEE MEETING

This meeting is scheduled to take place after the Annual Parish Meeting on Monday 21st April.  Please advise the Clerk of any items that you wish to be added to this Agenda.
28.
THE CROFT 


Land Registry: Our application has now been submitted and completed for the registration of The Croft through the Land Registry.  The land with the exception of the area currently registered to Rolleston Almshouse Charities is now registered to the Parish Council.  A further application has been submitted for the rectification of the title for the land which is registered to Rolleston Almshouse Charities.  An inspection will now take place and if it is identified that the trustees are not in possession of the land, notice will be served on them to advise of our application to amend the title.  Providing no objection is received, the title will be transferred to Rolleston on Dove Parish Council.  The Clerk has written to the Trustees and advised them of this.  A statutory declaration now needs to be completed as the original conveyance from 1975 does not appear to be in the Parish Council’s possession.  
Village Green:  The application has now been completed and sent to the registration authority.  Mrs. Gawthorpe witnessed the statutory declaration and it is proposed that as we did not have to pay a solicitors fee that a donation should be made to St Marys Church.
Trees:  A revised quote of £3870.00 + V.A.T was received from Midland Tree Surgeons for the works to be carried out.  Therefore, as agreed at the previous meeting, the Clerk has asked Midland Tree to commence with submitting the necessary planning applications to ESBC.   WASP Grant: Our Borough Councillor was successful in his application for a further £1,000 through the WASP scheme towards tree works on The Croft.  Almshouses:  The Almshouse Trustees have agreed to make a donation of £1,000 towards the tree works.
29.
SPCA 

A letter has been sent to SPCA asking them to rescind the invoice for £226.50, a response has been received to say that the matter will have to be reported to committee and the next meeting is on Monday 21st April.  

30.
VILLAGE NOTICEBOARD


Stretton Joinery have looked at the noticeboard and been asked to provide a quotation for the repair of it.
31.
ROLLESTON SCOUT CARNIVAL - APPEAL
The following has been received from Rolleston Scout Group:-

“The Rolleston Scout Carnival this year is on Sunday 18th May 2008.   The theme this year will be Mardi Gras.  In the past the Parish Council have been generous in sponsoring the prizes.  We are therefore hoping that they would be willing to do so again this year”.  

“In the past there has been little use of the Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field for car parking.  However, we do need to offer somewhere to discourage parking on the road near the Scout HQ.  Therefore we are requesting this use again.  We do appreciate the Parish Councils support of this event, which benefits the village and the Scout Group”.


Members are advised that last year a donation of £100.00 was made.

32.
CAMPAIGN TO PROTECT RURAL ENGLAND - APPEAL

A letter has been received from CPRE, requesting donations for the 2008/09 financial year.  Members are advised that last year we made a contribution of £30.00.
33.
FOJORPS – COMMUNITY DAY

A letter has been received from FOJORPS with regards to their community day which is being held this year on Saturday 7th June from 11.00am until 4pm.  They have requested permission to use Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field for Car Parking and have asked if the Parish Council would like a stand again this year.

In addition in previous years the Parish Council has made a donation towards one of the days attractions and they have asked if we are in the position to do so again this year.  Last year a donation of £150.00 was made.
34. 
ROLLESTON SCOUT GROUP – OPEN AIR CONCERT
The following enquiry has been received from Rolleston Scout Group

 

“The Scout Group is planning an Open Air Concert on Saturday 26th July.  Please can we request the use of Elizabeth Avenue Playing fields as a car park?  We haven't finalised the details yet.  It maybe that we ask the band members to park there and ferry them to the HQ or we may ask the public to use it”.

35.
FRIENDS OF ROLLESTON OPEN SPACES / BROOK HOLLOWS

The Civic Trust has indicated that they would be willing to offer some help.  Only one other lady has contacted the Parish Council to say that she would be interested in the project.  Members are asked to consider how they would like to proceed with this item.

Friends of Brook Hollows: No further correspondence has been received from ESBC with regards to this project.

Brook Hollows:  The Clerk was contacted with regards to the subsidence of the river bank close to where people feed the wildlife.  The gentleman was concerned that in heavy rain fall the water is now over the bank and could have an impact on the flooding.  The clerk has contacted Mr. Oates, ESBC and passed on the concerns.

36.
CALOR VILLAGE OF THE YEAR 2008 – FOR INFORMATION
Details have been received with regards to the above competition.  The information has been passed to the Civic Trust, as they have submitted the previous applications.  

37.
COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF STAFFORDSHIRE


A letter has been received from the above organization with regards to Membership renewals for 2008/09.  Members are asked to consider if they wish to renew our membership.  The cost for renewal is £20.00.

38.
14/16 BURNSIDE

The Clerk received a telephone call from Mr. Cotton with regards to the vehicular access that had been agreed for the development at 14/16 Burnside.  Mr. Cotton is very concerned as when he built his vehicular access in the 1950’s it was level with the road.  Some time later he was instructed by SCC to raise the height of the bridge so that it was above the level of the last known flood.  His neighbour also had to construct his bridge on this basis.  Mr. Cotton is concerned that 14/16 Burnside may not have been granted permission for the bridge on the same basis and that if the bridge is built level with the road it will cause a damn in times of flooding.  The Clerk has contacted ESBC and asked them to clarify the situation with regards to the bridge.

39.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following accounts have been received for payment:-

a. Mrs. H. Light






£534.52

(Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs





£51.46

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)
c.
Mrs. H. Light






£26.52



(Telephone & Internet)

39.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
d.
Mr. P. Gould






£1208.33




(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
Mr. P. Gould






£578.00

(Craythorne Fence & Hedge)

f.
ESBC







£190.09



(Bin Emptying)
g.
Bibby Factors Leicester Ltd




£117.48


(Printer & Cartridge)

h.
Industrial Coating Services




£559.30



(Brookside Railings)

40.
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. West Midlands Regional Assembly, Speaking Out, March 2008

b. The Wildlife Trusts Natural World, Spring 2008

c. The Wildlife Trusts, Staffordshire Wildlife April 2008

d. Environment Agency – Preparing for a flood, Floodlink Spring 2008

41. ONGOING ITEMS
SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE (members agreed situation to be monitored)
SCC – ATHLESTAN WAY FOOTWAY (patching works due to take place)
SCC - HGV VEHICLES (ongoing)
SCC – VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS 
(Have spoken to Mr. Rayson who has confirmed they are being drawn up)

SCC – FOOTPATH 1 (GLEBE CLOSE TO CHURCH ROAD)

ESBC - LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE (ongoing to be reviewed spring/summer)
ESBC – FOOTPATH FROM WESTBURY HOMES TO CRAYTHORNE FIELD, (this has been chased with Mr. Oates.  It is an issue between ESBC and the developers)

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL (will be added to September Clerks Report)
FOOTPATH 14 (Still trying to get landowner to agree to meet with Parish Council)
The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
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