ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 10TH MARCH 2008
PRESENT





Mrs. B. Toon, Chairman





Mr. J. Winstone, Vice-Chairman




Mr. J. Morris





Mrs. S. Redgrave





Mr. A. Fitton





Mr. B. Chinn




Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. B. Edwards




Mr. J. Toon





Mr. P. Taylor




Mrs. H. Light, Clerk




Six members of the public and a representative from the Burton Mail were in attendance.

70.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 

Village Noticeboard: Mr. Martin asked if the Parish Council had any intention of maintaining the village noticeboard outside Starbucks as it was leaking.  The Chairman advised that we would look into it.


Footpath 14:  Mr. Jennings spoke to members with regards to the proposals for Footpath 14.  Mr. Jennings advised that the measurements recorded were incorrect and that no mention had been made with regards to the landowner.  Mr. Jennings also added that by erecting fencing it would be claiming some of the farmers land.


Mr. Morris replied that the measurements were provided by Laurence Oates, Burton Conservation Volunteers and we had been trying for some time to secure a meeting with the landowner.  The Chairman added that the idea of fencing was proposed by the landowner.

Brookside:  Mrs. Thompson spoke to members about her concerns with the current state of Brookside.  Mrs. Thompson advised members that when she first moved to Brookside over 30 years ago she was delivered a booklet by SCC saying that Brookside was one of the most prestigious roads in Staffordshire.  Mrs. Thompson advised that there was only one dog fouling sign in Brookside and that people regularly let their dogs off their leads in the area.  Mrs. Thompson added that the grass verge was a state and that it was not the fault of the farmer as it is impossible for him to get passed the parked cars with his tractor and trailer.  Mrs. Thompson added that she felt it would be common sense to take the roadway back towards the Brook and advised that several of the granite steps had also been taken.  Mrs. Thompson added that there was glass on the pavement and in the gutter by the Spread Eagle Island and summed up her thoughts by saying that she felt Brookside was becoming a great disappointment.


The Chairman thanked Mrs. Thompson for raising her concerns and added that the Parish Council had submitted some plans to SCC for setts and cobbles to be installed along Brookside.  Mrs. Thompson was shown a copy of the plans that had been drawn up and advised that this project would be dependant on SCC. 

71.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. Carlton.
72.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved subject to the following changes:-

69:16 should have read:  eligible

69:21 should have read:  too

69:41 should have read: £5,500.00

73.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER

Mr. Fraser did not attend the meeting.

74.
REPORT OF MR. SOMERFIELD, ESBC


Mr. Somerfield was unable to attend the meeting and the Clerk advised that she had now arranged with him to attend the April meeting.  It was confirmed by members that the next meeting should commence at 7.15pm

75.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 


Westbury Homes to Craythorne Field Footpath:  Mr. Edwards asked if we had heard anything with regards to this issue.  The Clerk advised that Mr. Oates was dealing directly with the developers.  It was agreed that we should ask Mr. Oates for an update.
76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th MARCH 2008
1.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
HO/24782/002/JKM Erection of a single storey rear extension, single storey side extension and installation of two bay windows to the front elevation, 11The Lawns, Mr. & Mrs. Harrison.

Members had no objections to this application.

2.

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning decisions and the Clerk reported that the following applications had also been approved:-

HO/18951/004/JKM Erection of a part first floor part two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and conservatory including alteration to the existing access, 5 Walford Road, Mr. & Mrs. Morris

LB/22560/006/JKM Demolition of existing garage, erection of a detached building to form garage and store and construction of a 1.8metre high wall and associated gates, external alterations to front elevation and internal alterations to include formation of cloak room and utility, Craythorne Grange, Craythorne Road, Mr. & Mrs. Morgan.

HO/22560/005/JKM Erection of a detached building to form garage and store and construction of a 1.8metre high wall and associated gates, Craythorne Grange, Craythorne Road, Mr. & Mrs. Morgan

3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT
Mr. Morris advised members that he had spoken to ESBC, Planning Department with regards to the recent planning applications and advised as follows:-


Old Pump House:  Mr. Morris advised he had spoken with the planning officer who had in turn spoken to the developer.  The developer has said that if he doesn’t get permission then he will knock the house down and re-build on the site.

76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th MARCH 2008 (continued)
3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT (continued)
10 Beacon Road: Mr. Morris reported that the planning department had advised that they will struggle to find grounds to refuse the garage conversion and if the developer can satisfy SCC with regards to the visibility splay then they have no grounds for refusal.

Mr. Morris reported that the planners were concerned with the scale of the proposed development and had advised that they would go back to the developers to discuss their concerns.  Mr. Morris added that the planning department had advised that because of Field Drive it would be difficult to refuse the proposed build based on back land development.  Members discussed that Field Drive was built thirty to forty years ago and was not a current issue.  Members agreed that we should write again to ESBC and re-iterate that the Village Design Statement states that we are against back land development, and emphasise that the proposed development is on the walking bus route and additional development will exacerbate parking problems.
14/16 Burnside:  Mr. Morris reported that all of the outstanding planning issues had now been resolved and that the developer was hoping to commence work again in the spring.
Mr. Edwards advised members that he was aware that the Government give incentives to planning departments when they don’t have too many applications that go to planning appeal.  Mr. Morris advised that they are Best Value Performance Indicators and they are grants from central government. Members discussed that this was unacceptable and that the planners should be supporting us.  Mr. Edwards proposed, Mr. Chinn seconded and it was unanimously agreed that we should write to our MP on the matter.
4.
ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE – OPEN SPACE (Clerks Report, Item 17)
Members noted that this item had not progressed from the last meeting, as we were still waiting for Bellways to submit their proposals to ESBC.
5.
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROJECTS 2008 / 09 (Clerks Report, Item 19)
Members noted the list of proposed projects and it was agreed that the Clerk should obtain some quotations and information on grants in time for the next meeting.  Members agreed that the Clerk should purchase a printer.

6.
SCC – HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS (Clerks Report, Item 12)
The Clerk reported that SCC had advised that they were hoping to complete the works by the end of this financial year.  If not, works would be completed in early April.
7.
SCC – FOOTPATH 1 (GLEBE CLOSE TO CHURCH ROAD) (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)
Members noted that this had been chased with SCC but that no response had been received.  It was reported that the Fingerpost is in a poor condition.
8.
HATTON BYPASS
Members noted the letter that had been received from Derbyshire County Council and Mr. Fitton suggested that Mr. Morris could speak to ESBC to see if we could get a foot in the door for the early stages of the consultation.  Members discussed that HGV’s were still causing problems down Marston Lane.

9.
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY / FLOOD WARDENS (Clerks Report, Item 24)
Members agreed that the visit should take place on Wednesday 7th May at 7pm.  The Clerk advised that she would invite the flood wardens and confirm the details at the next meeting.
76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th MARCH 2008 (continued)
10.  BROOKSIDE (Clerks Report, Item 18)
Mr. Edwards proposed that the Parish Council should have an official meeting outside to look at all of the Parish Council owned land.  He added that he felt this would be beneficial so that everyone knew what was being discussed and the issues in particular areas.  It was agreed that this should take place and that a proper agenda should be circulated prior to the meeting. 
The Clerk was asked to ask Mr. Gould to trim the shrubbery which was overhanging the small foot bridge leading from Station Road to Brookside.

11.  ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2008 

Members agreed to hold the meeting in the Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms, and agreed that we would serve coffee and biscuits after the meeting.  Mr. Taylor submitted his apologies for this meeting.  
12.  RECREATIONAL ISSUES (Clerks Report, Item 26)
Sub Committee Meeting: Members noted that the meeting had been arranged for Monday 17th March, commencing at 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms.  

College Field: Mr. Edwards asked if we owned the boundary hedge between the college field and Craythorne Field, because if so we could repair the hedge where the quad bikes were currently coming in from.  The chairman added that we would need to look at the deeds to ascertain this.

Football Club:  Members noted that a letter had been sent to the football club with regards to the old felt that had been dumped under the portacabin.

Craythorne Woods Fencing:  It was noted that the fencing had been repaired by Mr. Gould for a second time and had been vandalised again.  Mr. Gould suggested that we should concrete in the posts and erect some proper rails.  Mr. Edwards advised that we had achieved what we had set out to do, which was preventing access to quad bikes.  The Chairman asked Mr. Gould to submit a quotation for the next meeting.

13.  SCC - COMMUNITY PATHS INITIATIVE
The clerk reported that Mr. Oates had advised that the proposed path for the Jinny Nature Trail was too big a job for Burton Conservation Volunteers and advised that it would be necessary to employ a professional contractor.  Members agreed that we should ask Mr. Oates for a quotation for the stone, as he had suggested that we may be able to purchase it at cost.  It was discussed that this would be a big project and that diggers etc would need to be hired if we were to undertake the job as a “Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces” project.  Mr. Chinn advised that he felt that the current surface was acceptable.

14.  ESBC – TREES 

       Members noted the response that had been received from ESBC and agreed that it was appalling that they relied on the memory of planning officers.  The Chairman suggested that we should keep a notebook and ask the Civic Trust to do the same.  Members agreed that we should also keep a record of hedges and fences.  

15.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSES – FOR INFORMATION
Members noted the details of this item.  Mr. Morris advised members that the Almshouse Committee were concerned that when it comes to any future development, they would need to have machinery etc on The Croft and that it may also be necessary for some temporary accommodation to be on The Croft.  Members advised that they agreed in principle for this to happen if and when the necessary permission is sought.

16.   ESBC – CONSERVATION AREA DOCUMENTS (Clerks Report, Item 8)
Members noted that the Clerk had received a letter from Mr. Azam, ESBC advising that he was investigating the issues raised in our letter.

76. CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th MARCH 2008 (continued)
17.  WELCOME PACKS
Members noted the details of this item.

18.  SCC – COUNTY FARMS
Members noted the details of this item.
19.  INFORMATION ON ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT

SPCA:  Members agreed that we should write to SPCA and ask them to rescind the invoice, as we wrote to them in May telling them that we were dissatisfied with the service and they did not offer to meet us until October.  It was agreed that we should also state that the issues raised during the November meeting had still not been resolved.
Methodist Chapel:  Members agreed that the invoice should be paid, but that we should ask them to install some lighting on the exterior of the property, as it is hazardous when you leave in the dark.  Members discussed the proposals to increase the room charges from September 2008 and agreed that we should check availability and costings for the Old Grammar School Rooms.  It was agreed that this item should be added to the next agenda for further consideration.
20.
  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Members resolved that with the exception of cheque number 1624 the following accounts should be paid:-
a.
Mrs. H. Light



1616


£542.34





(Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1617


£45.95

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)
c.
Mrs. H. Light



1618


£26.52

(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1619


£1048.03




(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
Mrs. J. Gregory



1620


£40.00





(Payment in lieu of notice)

f.
ESBC




1621


£285.14


(Bin Emptying)
g.
St Marys Church



1622


£33.12


(Recycling Incentive Scheme)

h.
Mr. P. Gould



1623


£211.00


(E. Avenue / Beacon Road Gate)






i.
SPCA




1624


£226.50


(See Clerks Report, Item 20)

j.
Petty Cash



1625


£88.40

k.
Rolleston Civic Trust


1626


£437.00


(2007 Rollestonian & Village Directory)

l.
Rolleston Civic Trust


1627


£270.00

(2008 Rollestonian & Village Directory)

76.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th MARCH 2008 (continued)
20.
  ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)
m.
Rolleston Methodist Chapel

1628


£1200.00


(2005, 2006 & 2007 Room Hire Charges)


(See Clerks Report, Item 20)

n.
Midshire Business Systems

1629


£29.13


(Photocopier charges)

o.
Mr. R. Bush



1630


£39.98


(Village Webmaster)

p.
Mr. P. Gould



1631


£185.00


(Removal of Hawthorn Tree, The Croft)

Mr. Morris and Mr. Fitton signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.

21.
THE CROFT (Clerks Report, Item 28)
Members noted the details of this item and agreed that we should ask Mrs. Gawthorpe or Mrs. Stein if either of them would be willing to sign the declaration.

22.
  REPORTS

Members noted that the following reports had been received:-

· Community Council of Staffordshire, News & Views, January 2008
· Staffordshire Parish Councils Association Newsletter, March 2008

· SCC, Rights of Way Improvement plan
23.
ONGOING ITEMS
· SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD (Clerks Report, Item 13)
· SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE (members agreed situation to be monitored)

· SCC – ATHLESTAN WAY FOOTWAY (patching works due to take place)

· SCC – BUS SHELTER SHOTWOOD CLOSE (Clerks Report, Item 15)
· SCC - HGV VEHICLES (ongoing)

· SCC – BROOKSIDE, DRAINAGE, SILVER BIRCH TREE (Clerks Report, Item 18)
· SCC – VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS (have written again to SCC)

· SCC – KNOWLES HILL SPEEDING CONCERNS (Clerks Report, Item 14)
· ESBC – FRIENDS OF BROOK HOLLOWS (Clerks Report, Item 35)
· ESBC - LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE (ongoing to be reviewed spring/summer)

· ESBC – URBAN DESIGN OFFICER / ASSISTANT
(Clerks Report, Item 8)
· ESBC – LEAP PROJECT, (Clerks Report, Item 10)

· FRIENDS OF ROLLESTON OPEN SPACES (Clerks Report, Item 35)
· VOLUNTARY BUS SERVICE (Clerks Report, Item 23)
· YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL (will be added to September Clerks Report)
· FOOTPATH 14 (Still trying to get landowner to agree to meet with Parish Council)
76.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th MARCH 2008 (continued)
30.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
Village Website: Mr. Edwards asked if we could ask the Webmaster to load an updated map of Rolleston onto the website, as the current one does not include the Westbury Homes development. 

Rail Plan:  Mr. Fitton advised members of proposals of a rail interchange in the Etwall/Egginton area.
Marston Lane: Members were advised that one of the gates leading from the public footpath had been left open and were asked who would be responsible if cattle got onto the road.  Members discussed that they understood that the gates should be self-closing and that the gates had been installed after consultation with the farmer.  
The Chairman moved that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
26.
CRAYTHORNE ROAD FENCE

Members approved the following quotation which had been received from Mr. Gould:-
Replacement and repairing fencing Craythorne Field Roadside, 30 posts and 30 rails.  


£450.00
Hedge plants 31 yards x 4 = 124.  Collecting, supplying and planting hedge plants (60-90 2 year old)
£128.00
27.
DOG FOULING SIGNS / BYELAWS SIGNS (Clerks Report, Item 47)
Members agreed that alternative companies should be sought for the signage required.  

28. ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAY AREA RAILINGS

Members agreed that this project should be put on hold until the plans for Elizabeth Avenue Play Area are determined.

29. SEAT IN BUS SHELTER, CHURCH ROAD (Clerks Report, Item 43)
Members agreed that alternative quotations should be sought from local joiners.

Chairman
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