ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 11TH FEBRUARY 2008
PRESENT





Mrs. B. Toon, Chairman





Mr. J. Winstone, Vice-Chairman




Mr. J. Morris





Mrs. S. Redgrave





Mr. A. Fitton





Mrs. R. Carlton




Mr. B. Chinn




Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. B. Edwards




Mr. J. Toon





Mr. P. Taylor




Mrs. H. Light, Clerk




Three members of the public and a representative from the Burton Mail were in attendance.

64.
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 

Mr. Jennings advised members that he would shortly be submitting a planning application for a disabled facility in a disused dairy.  Mr. Jennings went on to advise members that it would be for his elderly mother in-law and that the application would not change the size of the building but that the existing cement roof would be replaced with tiles.  Mr. Jennings asked the Parish Council how they would feel about the application.


Members resolved that it would be difficult to comment without seeing the application.  Mr. Morris advised that he is a member of the planning committee and that they are keen on re-using redundant buildings.  Mr. Chinn added that he felt that it would be a positive development, bearing in mind that SCC are currently closing old peoples homes.

The gentleman from number 28 Beacon Road addressed members with his concerns about the footpath that leads from Beacon Road to Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.  He advised members that the stones litter the footway and advised that schoolchildren often pick up the stones and throw them at his property.  The Parish Council were asked to consider tarmaccing the footpath in order to allow easier access for wheelchair users and pushchairs.  The gentleman also advised that the gate needed replacing.


The Chairman thanked the gentleman for his report and advised that the Parish Council would be reviewing quotes for the gate in part 2 and that the tarmaccing of the path would be dependant on finance in the forthcoming year.

65.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE



There were no apologies for absence.

66.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved subject to the following changes:-

62:20 should have read: Mr. Winstone

62:42 should have read: look into the difference

67.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER

Mr. Fraser was attending another meeting within the Borough and unable to attend.

68.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 


Item 60, Page 89, Report of Clive Thompson SCC.  Mr. Winstone reported that Mr. Thompson had indicated that there would be significant complaints from residents with regards to the proposals for a small section of double yellow lines to be installed, yet when Mr. Winstone had looked into it further there would only be one property that would be affected by the installation. 
69. CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th FEBRUARY 2008
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS
· HO/31730/002/JKM Retention of replacement UPVC windows and doors, 24 Shotwood Close, Mrs. Richardson

Members object to this application.  When the original planning consent was granted it was part of the planning conditions that timber windows had to be installed.  Members understand that timber framed windows were an important part of the design brief and feel that if it was deemed necessary in the first instance, then the conditions should still stand.    

· HO/05752/005/JPM Erection of a two storey side extension and single storey rear extension, 92 The Lawns, Mr. & Mrs. Buxton

Members have no objections to this application.

Mrs. Carlton declared an interest in the following application and left the room.

· HO/31842/001/EW Conversion of part of garage to form additional living accommodation, 126 Station Road, Mr. Fletcher

Members object to this application.  Members are concerned at the loss of parking caused by the proposed development.  
· HO/5678/005/CEH Erection of a first floor side extension, 15 Walford Road, Mr. & Mrs. Nicol

Members have no objections to this application and are in favour of pitched roofs.

· TN/15095/003/JKM Removal of one birch tree and one willow tree, crown lift and thin one cherry tree, reduce and prune two apple trees and crown lift and reduce by 1/3 one yew tree.  Ivy House, Chapel Lane, Mr. Bloor

Members have no objections, but would like to request that the advice of the tree officer is sought.  Members are concerned with regards to the proposed loss of the trees and would like to request that consideration is given to replacing the trees with a smaller variety.

· HO/31853/001/JKM Erection of a garden shed, Rose Cottage, 11 Alders Reach, Mr. & Mrs. Thompson

Members have no objections to this application.

· HO/14373/006/JKM Erection of a first floor side and rear extension, 19 Dovecliff Road, Mr. Milnes

Members have no objections, but consideration should be made for off road parking.

69. CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th FEBRUARY 2008
2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

Members noted the planning decisions.
Mr. Edwards asked if it was known why planning application HO/31601/002, Formation of a new vehilcuar access and installation of vehicle turntable was refused.  The Clerk advised members that the following reason was cited by ESBC:-

“The proposed development fails to make adequate provision for the turning of vehicles within the site cartilage, resulting in the likelihood of highway danger due to drivers having to manoeuvre in a reverse gear on Dovecliff Road (C91).  Furthermore, the application does not provide sufficient information to demonstrate that it will be possible to install the turntable on the site owing to the land level differences.  The proposal is therefore considered to be contrary to Policy T1 of the East Staffordshire Local Plan, Policy T13 of the Staffordshire Structure plan and the aims and objectives of Planning Policy Guidance Note 13”.
3.
BOROUGH COUNCILLORS REPORT 
Hot Spots Report:  Mr. Morris reported that he had put forward four hot spots to ESBC and that they had now come back and asked if we wanted to submit any more.  Mr. Morris advised that we had initially narrowed the list down and asked if members were happy for him to submit some further hotspots.  The Chairman asked Mr. Morris to bring details of his proposed additional hot spots to the next meeting.

Westbury Homes to Craythorne Field Footpath:  Mr. Morris reported that both himself and the Clerk had met with Lawrence Oates with regards to this footpath and Mr. Oates had advised that he considered the footpath to be dangerous and in breach of the disability discrimination act.  It was noted that Mr. Oates would now pursue this issue with the contractors working on behalf of Persimmon Homes.

Friends of Brook Hollows:  Mr. Morris reported that ESBC Parks & Countryside were still hoping to take on this project and that it was anticipated that something could be started around April 2008.

4.
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING START TIMES

The Chairman asked for members thoughts with regards to the meetings commencing at 7pm and added that some people had trouble getting there for 7pm.  Mr. Morris proposed that the meetings should start at 7.15 if there was a speaker.  The Clerk advised that the standing orders stated that the start times for a meeting could be changed as long as it was agreed at the previous meeting.  Members agreed that the March meeting should commence at 7.15pm as a speaker had been invited and that this should be reviewed on an “ad-hoc” basis. 
5. SCC / ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE OPEN SPACE (Clerks Report, Item 4)
Mr. Edwards declared a personal interest in this item.
Mr. Edwards advised that an engineer from Bellways had been out and looked at the wall but that no further information was available at this time.  It was agreed that this item should be kept on the agenda.
6.
SCC – KNOWLES HILL. (Clerks Report, Ongoing Items)

Members noted details of the emails from Mr. Rayson.  It was agreed that based on the information provided this item should be left off the March agenda and reviewed again at the April meeting if no further progress had been made.
69. CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th FEBRUARY 2008
7.
SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH

The Chairman and Mr. Toon declared an interest and left the room.  Mr. Winstone took the chair.


Members noted the details of the letter that had been received from Mr. Rayson.  Mr. Winstone advised members that the situation as he saw it was that members had agreed that they wanted both the colour and the plaque changed and as Mr. Bloor has not complied with this then the Parish Council would not be prepared to insure the bench.


It was agreed that we should go back to SCC and advise that as Mr. Bloor hasn’t complied with our requests that we advise that we are not prepared to insure the bench and it is between Mr. Bloor and SCC to resolve the issue.  
8.
PLANNING APPLICATION WINTERLEY LODGE / CRICKET CLUB


Members noted the details of the email that had been received from the Cricket Club.  Members discussed that they were in support of the original application but that they did not feel that they could comment on the proposed application until they had reviewed the application and had full knowledge of the application.    Members agreed that they would review this request once the new application is submitted. 
9.
SCC – 1APP APPLICATION FORMS AND “LOCAL LIST” OF VALIDATION CRITERIA

Mr. Edwards advised members that he had viewed this and that there were three categories with the local list being number 2.  Mr. Edwards added that it was a very comprehensive report and it covered everything.

10.
ESBC – VALIDATION OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS – CONSULTATION (1APP)


Members noted the details of this item.

11.
HATTON BYPASS (Clerks Report, Item 8)

Members noted that no response had been received from Derbyshire County Council with regards to this item.

12.
ENVIRONMENT AGENCY / FLOOD WARDENS (Clerks Report, Item 9)

Members noted that Mr. Morris had recently “recruited” two more flood wardens.


It was noted that the Environment Agency were putting together some dates for the Parish Council and Flood Wardens to visit their offices.
13.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING 2008 (Clerks Report, Item 11)

Mr. Winstone advised members that having been to the last four meetings, he found them to be very sterile and added that members should consider if they could be improved in order to obtain public engagement.  Members were asked to consider if the Annual Parish meeting was held as an exercise to “tick the boxes” or if they wanted them to be improved so as to activate the community.


After discussion it was agreed that members should consider cutting down the speeches and offering a glass of wine and biscuit after the meeting to attendees and to invite “general discussion” among attendees or to invite a speaker.  It was discussed that each member could purchase a bottle of wine and agreed that the item should be added to the March agenda for further consideration.

69. CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th FEBRUARY 2008
14. 
CONSULTATION ON ORDERS AND REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE CONDUCT OF LOCAL AUTHORITY MEMBERS IN ENGLAND.

Members discussed this consultation document.  No comments were submitted.

15.
CAPITAL EXPENDITURE PROJECTS 2008 (Clerks Report, Item 5)

Members noted that no response had been received from ESBC with regards to the precept and until confirmation of acceptance had been received, no Capital Expenditure could be agreed.  Members agreed that this item should be added to the next agenda. 

16.
SCC - COMMUNITY PATHS INITIATIVE (Clerks Report, Item 13)

Members noted that the Jinny Trail could be legible for funding through this scheme and that Mr. Oates had been asked to submit a quotation for the stoning of the path.  Members also noted that this was an annual initiative so it would be likely that other paths such as Footpath 14 could benefit from the scheme in the future.
17.
VILLAGE LIAISON MEETING


Members noted details of this item.

18.
ESBC – PARISH COUNCILS FORUM

Members noted details of this item.

19.
ROLLESTON ALMSHOUSE CHARITY – NOMINATED TRUSTEE


Members noted details of this item.

20. HIGHWAYS SUB COMMITTEE MEETING


Mr. Fitton Chairman of the Highways Sub Committee spoke to members with regards to the proposals that were discussed at the last meeting.


LEAP Project:  Members agreed that we should write to ESBC


Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces:  Members agreed that they were in support in principle of the setting up of a “Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces” group.  It was agreed that members should be sought at the next village liaison meeting and that if there was support for the idea, the sub committee should meet again and put together some proposals as to how the group would operate.


Memorial Bench:  Members noted that it had been suggested that a memorial bench could be erected by the Village Sign on the grass verge in memory of Ken Bradley.  Members noted that this area was Highways land.


Setts:  Mr. Edwards reported that these had now been done.


Cobbles:  Members discussed Mr. Edwards’s idea that cobbles should be installed along Brookside, in order to prevent vehicles breaking up the grass verges.  Mr. Morris reported that this idea had been suggested in the past but that SCC had said drivers shouldn’t be encouraged to use the verge and that there were services under the verge.  Members agreed that Mr. Edwards should draw up some proposals and that we should consult with the residents and ask that they contact us by a certain date if they have any objections. 


Hedges:  It was noted that the hedges by the row of cottages were overgrown.

69.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th FEBRUARY 2008
20. 
HIGHWAYS SUB COMMITTEE MEETING (continued)
Spread Eagle Island:  Members agreed that this area was overgrown and needed tidying up.

Footpath 14:  Members noted the recommendations made by Mr. Oates at the recent meeting.

Craythorne Woods:  Members discussed Craythorne Woods and the paths that run through the woods as well as the suggestion that just one path runs round the perimeter.  Mr. Jennings advised members that the paths that go through the woods are Public Footpaths and therefore Public Rights of Way.  It was agreed that Craythorne Woods should be looked at by the “Friends of Rolleston Open Spaces” group.
21. RECREATIONAL ISSUES  (Clerks Report, Item 12)
It was agreed that a recreational sub-committee meeting would take place on Monday 25th March, commencing at 7.30pm, Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms.  Mrs. Toon, Mr. Winstone, Mrs. Carlton and Mrs. Redgrave agreed to attend.

Drainage: Members noted the email that had been received from Mr. Underhill with regards to the drainage and Mr. Edwards advised that he did not agree with Mr. Underhill’s comments with regards to the drain.  

Football Club: Members unanimously agreed that the football club should be given permission to host their Annual Open Session on Saturday 10th May.

Byelaws Sign:  Members supported the decision of the Clerk to purchase the frame for the byelaws sign.

Dog Fouling Signs:  Mr. Edwards advised that there were still two accesses to the field that were without dog fouling signs.  One by the portacabin and one by the stile that leads to the Walford Road footpath.  Members agreed that two more should be purchased at a cost of £82.50 per sign.

Westbury Homes Footpath: Mr. Morris advised members that Mr. Oates considered the path to be to steep and that he would look at two alternative ideas for the resolution of the matter, one being that the path goes in an “s” so gradually slopes down and the other that steps are installed.  Mr. Morris advised that it may be necessary for the Parish Council to revisit the issue of the disabled access onto Craythorne Field dependant on the outcome of the footpath.
22.
19TH ANNUAL PANCAKE RACES 2008

It was agreed that the Parish Council would submit a team, Mrs. Toon, Mrs. Carlton, Mr. Fitton and the Clerk agreed that they would be willing to participate.

23. 23.
SEVERN TRENT WATER
Members noted details of this item.

24. 24.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH – FOR INFORMATION

Members noted details of the email that had been received from Emma Skelton, Neighbourhood Watch Manager.  Members noted that the next Neighbourhood Watch meeting was taking place on Monday 3rd March.  Mr. Morris submitted his apologies for this meeting.
25.
ESBC – RECYCLING INCENTIVE SCHEME

Members unanimously agreed that the money should be donated to St Marys Church Fabric Fund.

69.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th FEBRUARY 2008
26.
SCC COUNTY FARMS (Clerks Report, Item 18)

Mr. Edwards advised that he had been on the website and that it was still “live” and that they were still accepting comments.  Mr. Fitton reported that following the last meeting he had also been on the website and his comments had also been accepted.
27.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

Members resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light



1603


£542.44


(Salary)

b.
HM Revenue & Customs


1604


£45.84

(Clerk Tax & N.I.)

c.
Mrs. H. Light



1605


£26.52





(Telephone & Internet)

d.
Mr. P. Gould



1606


£1048.03


(Environmental & Mowing)

e.
Mrs. J. Gregory



1607


£40.00


(Glass Collection)

f.
ESBC




1608


£190.09

(Bin Emptying)
g.
Shaw & Sons Limited


1609


£25.59


(Legal Stationery for Croft Registration)

h.
Staffordshire Wildlife Trust

1610


£36.00


(Annual Subscription)
i.
Mr. P. Gould



1611


£170.00


(Mowing Craythorne Field)

j.
Hardy Signs



1612


£496.44


(3x Dog Fouling Signs, Byelaws Sign)

k.
ESBC




1613


£150.00


(Land Charges Search “The Croft”)

l.
Burton Conservation Volunteers

1614


£840.00


(Footpath Works)

m.
Hardy Signs



1615


£158.63

(Frame for byelaws sign)


Mrs. Warren and Mr. Fitton signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.

28.
REPORTS

Members noted that the following reports had been received:- 

a. Minutes from Tutbury Parish Council, October, November, December 2007.
69.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th FEBRUARY 2008
29.
THE CHURCH IN BURTON

Members noted the details of this item.

30.
ONGOING ITEMS 
Members noted that the following items were ongoing:-

SCC - DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD 

SCC – HARDSTANDING AT BUS STOPS
SCC – FOOTPATH 1 (GLEBE CLOSE TO CHURCH ROAD)
SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE

SCC – ATHLESTAN WAY FOOTWAY

SCC – BUS SHELTER SHOTWOOD CLOSE

SCC - HGV VEHICLES 

SCC – BROOKSIDE, DRAINAGE, SETTS, SILVER BIRCH TREE

SCC – VILLAGE LENGTHSMAN MAPS

ESBC – FRIENDS OF BROOK HOLLOWS

ESBC - LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE

ESBC – URBAN DESIGN OFFICER / ASSISTANT


ESBC – 14/16 BURNSIDE

VOLUNTARY BUS SERVICE

REGISTRATION OF THE CROFT (LAND REGISTRY) 

YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE / YOUTH COUNCIL

SEAT IN BUS SHELTER, CHURCH ROAD
Mr. Morris reported that the hard standing had still not been installed by the Hall Road bus stop, despite this being the location where a lady fell and broke her wrist.

43.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

There were no items to be added to the next agenda.

The Chairman moved that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
32. REPRESENTATION AT MEETINGS

 
After discussion it was agreed that the selection of members to attend meetings with external groups was at the discretion of the Clerk, but that this would usually take place after consultation with the Chairman.

33. DECLARATION OF INTERESTS
Members discussed the difference between prejudicial and personal interests.  It was resolved that anyone with a prejudicial interest should leave the room.
34. GLASS COLLECTION – ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD

Members noted the details of the report that had been completed by Mrs. Gregory.  It was agreed that her work overlapped that of the Environmental Officer and that her employment should be ceased.  Members agreed that Mrs. Gregory should be paid for one month’s salary in lieu of notice.

69.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th FEBRUARY 2008
36.
QUOTATIONS FOR BIN EMPTYING 2008/09

Members approved the following quotations provided by ESBC:-




Craythorne Field, Meadow View,




£46.54 + V.A.T per occasion





(Exchange three domestic size wheelie bins)

(Increase of £2.08 per occasion from the 2007/08 financial year)




Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field




£38.22 + V.A.T per occasion.



(Exchange 4 wheelie bins, every ten days)




(Increase of £1.79 per occasion from the 2007/08 financial year)

37.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAY AREA RAILINGS (Clerks Report, Item 28)

Members agreed that a second quotation should be sought.

38.
ELIZABETH AVENUE / BEACON ROAD GATE

Members agreed to proceed with the quotation provided by Mr. Gould, provided that his quotation was for a galvanised metal gate.





£211.00 Inc V.A.T
39.
BYELAWS SIGNS ELIZABETH AVENUE / BEACON ROAD GATE (Clerks Report, Item 27)

Members agreed to source alternative quotations for the signage and the order for the two dog fouling signs should be halted.

40.
 CRAYTHORNE ROAD FENCE (Clerks Report, Item 26)
Members agreed that a site meeting should be held with Mr. Gould to clarify what is required.  It was agreed that Mr. Toon, Mr. Edwards and the Clerk should attend the meeting.

41. 41.
ENVIRONMENTAL OFFICERS CONTRACT & MOWING OFFICERS CONTRACTS

Members reviewed the quotations that had been received for both the Mowing and Environmental contracts.  It was agreed that for the purposes of consistency and quality, the same contractor should be awarded both contracts.  Members resolved that Mr. Gould should be awarded the contracts on a two year basis as follows:-

Mowing Contract:





£9,000 per annum
Environmental Contract:





£4,500 per annum
42. THE CROFT – TREES  (Clerks Report, Item 25)
Members noted that it would be approximately three weeks before the recommended consultants would be able to carry out a site visit.  Mr. Morris asked to attend the meeting with the Clerk and the tree officer from ESBC once it had been arranged.

Chairman
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