ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 10th SEPTEMBER 2007
PRESENT





Mr. J. Winstone, Vice-Chairman 





Mr. J. Morris





Mrs. S. Redgrave





Mr. A. Fitton





Mr. P. Taylor





Mr. B. Chinn




Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. B. Edwards





Mrs. R. Carlton





Mrs. H. Light, Clerk

18 members of the public, County Councillor Fraser and a representative from the Burton Mail were in attendance.

29.

PRESENTATION OF RETIREMENT GIFTS (Clerks Report, Item 45)

Mr. Winstone welcomed everyone to the meeting and made a short speech about the members who had retired in May.  Mr. Winstone reported that Mrs. Trelinska had been the first female chairman of the Parish Council and that Mr. Westwood always contributed his business knowledge to the meetings.  Mr. Winstone advised that Dr. Trelinski had served for 24 years as a Parish Councillor and 20 years as a Borough Councillor.  A presentation was also made to Mrs. Bradley on behalf of the late Ken Bradley who sadly died whilst still an acting Parish Councillor.

Dr. Trelinski advised the meeting that he was proud to of represented a Parish Council that has the reputation of being the best in East Staffordshire and also in its field.  Mr. Westwood thanked members for the gift and advised that he had enjoyed his 8 years as a Parish Councillor but felt that the time was right to allow new blood and introduce change to the Parish Council.  Mrs. Trelinska also thanked members for the gift and Mrs. Bradley added that Mr. Bradley was proud to have represented the Parish Council.     

30.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS (Clerks Report, Item 14)

Mr. Jennings addressed the Parish Council with regards to the memorial bench that had recently been installed in Burnside and asked members of the Parish Council if they think they had acted correctly, adding that he felt the bench was in the wrong place and the wrong colour.  Mr. Jennings added that the bench had been installed next to a pensioner’s house and that he had already been experiencing problems due to the location of the bench.



Mr. Winstone replied that the bench had been installed on County Council land and Mr. Jennings replied by asking if members would like the bench next to their houses.  Mr. Jennings re-iterated that he felt that the bench had been installed in a totally inappropriate place and that it should have been installed where the old parish bench use to be.  Mr. Winstone re-iterated that the bench was on Highways land.  
Mr. Richards advised the meeting that he had passed the bench on a number of occasions and although he did not object to the location of the bench, he did object to the colour.  Mr. Richards advised that he did not know the family but asked that if the bench was to be moved for the Parish Council to ensure that the matter is dealt with sympathetically.  Mr. Richards suggested that a more appropriate colour would be green or brown and that he would also like to suggest that a waste paper bin is installed next to the bench.  Mr. Richards advised the meeting that he had a lovely experience where he witnessed a group of young men sitting on the bench who got up and offered a seat to an elderly lady.

Mr. Bloor proposed that he would be prepared to change the colour of the bench if the Parish Council were not happy with it.  Mr. Bloor also advised members that he would be happy to pay for a waste paper bin as suggested by Mr. Richards, although he would expect either the Parish Council or Borough Council to pay to have it emptied.  

Mr. Winstone advised the meeting that the Parish Council did intend to handle the matter as sensitively as possible and advised that the issues would be debated later on in the meeting.

31.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. B. Toon, Mr. J. Toon
32.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 13th August 2007, were approved subject to the following changes:-


28:12 should have read: -
Members proposed to vote that in principal as a Parish Council we are in favour 




of cycles being able to use the Jinny Nature Trail and to enter discussions with 




Stretton Parish Council.  Mr. Winstone proposed the vote, seconded by Mr. 




Morris. Those recorded in favour were Mr. Winstone, Mr. Morris, Mrs. Carlton, 




Mrs. Redgrave, Mr. Taylor and Mr. Toon.


42: c should have read: -
It was reported that people have been taking the fish out of Brook Hollows.

33.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 



28:1a:- PA/16197/013 Mr. Morris advised that this application was being considered by the Planning Applications Committee on 24th September. (Clerks Report, Item 2d)



28:10:- Mr. Fitton advised members that he had written to five different satellite navigation system 
companies and that he had received only one reply from Tom Tom who had advised him that there is not a Sat Nav 
system available that takes into account weight restrictions.  Mr. Fitton advised that he would like this item to be 
kept on the agenda and that he would like to take on this item.  Members agreed to Mr. Fitton’s proposal.  



(Clerks Report, Item 4)



28:7:- Mr. Edwards asked what the current status was with regards to this item.  The Clerk replied that no 

response had been received from SCC. (Clerks Report, Item 3)



28:9:- Mr. Edwards advised that the issue with regards to the drainage had been missed off the agenda and 
asked for it to be added back on.  Mr. Edwards asked what the status was with regards to the damaged setts. 


Mr. Morris advised that he had spoken with the Enforcement Officer, ESBC and that they had written to the 
developers and advised that the developers have agreed that they will make good any damage that has been caused to 
the setts.  Mr. Edwards added that he would also like to see the grass verges re-seeded.  Mr. Morris replied that 
although ESBC had been involved it was a County Council issue.  (Clerks Report, Item 11)



28:11:- Mr. Edwards advised that he had emailed Mr. Alex Fox asking for his support on this issue, but that 
he had not yet received a response.



28: 22:- Mr. Edwards asked what progress had been made with this item and asked for it to be added onto 
the next agenda. (Clerks Report Item 33/54)



28:24; - Mr. Edwards asked if the nomination form had been submitted and the Clerk advised that it had.




28:26:- Mr. Edwards advised that the Standing Orders state that both the Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
should be on all sub-committees and that if they had not elected to stand on certain sub-committees it would give 
other members the opportunity to stand.  Mr. Winstone responded that all members are welcome to attend meetings. 

34.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER




Mr. Fraser reported on the following items:-




Knowles Hill: - Mr. Fraser reported that he had received a letter advising that on 8th October the traffic 
would be diverted from Knowles Hill.  The Clerk advised that she had also received the letter and that it indicated it 
was for tree works.  Mr. Morris advised that he had spent a whole day on the phone to the County Council trying to 
sort this out as he had also heard that trees were due to be taken down.  Mr. Morris advised that everyone he spoke to 
denied there being any plans for trees to be taken down.  Mr. Martin advised the meeting that the trees in question 
were at Apple Acres.  Mr. Morris replied that he had spoken to the homeowner of Apple Acres who had advised him 
that she had no intention of cutting down any trees.  
34. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER (continued)

Job Evaluations: - Mr. Fraser advised members that this issue had been passed to cabinet last week and that it was likely to cost us £120million pounds.  

County Farms: - Mr. Fraser reported that petitions have been sent round and that this item has been called in, Mr. Fraser advised that this means that a decision can’t be made without it going back to the scrutiny panel.  Mr. Fraser reported that he was determined that County Farms shouldn’t disappear.




Mr. Winstone thanked Mr. Fraser for his report.


35.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th SEPTEMBER 2007 

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS


a. 
PA/02958/024/JPM Erection of a detached brick built smoking shelter, Brookhouse Hotel, Brookhouse 
Hotel Ltd.



Members have no objections to this application.


b.
PA/21814/004/CEH Erection of an extension to existing agricultural building, Bleak House Farm, Burton 
Road, Tutbury, Mr. D. Allan



Members have no objections to this application.


c.
HO/31581/001/SM, Replacement of wooden windows with UPVC, 7 Shotwood Close, 



Mr. J. Jackets


Members object to this application.  It is understood that when the original planning consent was 
granted it was part of the planning conditions that timber windows had to be installed.  Members 
understand that the timber framed windows were an important part of the design brief and feel that 
if it was deemed necessary in the first instance, then the condition should still stand.
d. HO/11781/011/JKM Erection of a first floor side extension, Threeways Hall Grounds, DR. Tattersall


Members have no objections to this application.

e.
HO/31594/001/AG Erection of a conservatory, 10 Ealand Street, Mr. & Mrs. Cornes


Members have no objections to this application.

Mr. Edwards advised members that he was in receipt of the following application OU/24280/010 via the 
East Staffordshire Borough Council website.  Mr. Edwards advised members that the application was 
outside of the village boundary.  The Clerk advised members that she had not yet received this application 

but would pass it to the sub-committee for comment when she received it.  Mr. Morris asked members if 
they would like him to call the application in as this would ensure that it goes to a full planning committee 
and is not decided by delegated powers.  Members agreed to Mr. Morris’s suggestion. 

(Clerks Report, Item 1d)

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS


Members noted the planning decisions.
35.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th SEPTEMBER 2007 

3.
SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH (Clerks Report, Item 14)

Mr. Winstone began this item by advising members that the Parish Council needed to be as sensitive as 
possible when discussing this item.  Mr. Winstone reminded members that we had heard views both in support and 
against the bench and that the Highways Authority had now advised that they had not given permission for the bench 
to be installed.  Members were also advised that the Parish Council had not given permission for the bench to be 
erected and that they had just been approached in the past with regards to adding the item to their list of insured 
items.  


Mr. Winstone advised members that he had looked into the Highways policy with regards to the erection of 
memorial benches and the process is that permission is sought from local residents.  Mr. Winstone advised that he 
was very disappointed that the County Council had not consulted us earlier and that now they have asked us to 
discuss three items, the siting, the colour and the insurance of the bench.


Mr. Morris advised that when SCC attended our October Parish Council meeting, the Parish Council was 
given the impression by Ms. Bannister that permission had already been granted by SCC, and that he believes that 
Mr. Bloor has acted in good faith when installing the bench.  Mr. Morris reported that he has received several 
comments on the bench and would like to suggest that the bench be moved to Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.  Mr. 
Morris advised that whilst he understood the need for a memorial he did not feel that the design was suitable for the 
Conservation Area.  Mr. Morris advised that whilst he felt the bench was in a useful place for people going to and 
from the shops, he felt that the residents should be taken into account.  


Mr. Edwards advised that he attended the meeting as a member of public where the Parish Council were 
approached by SCC and the impression given was that SCC had approved for the installation of the bench and would 
be willing to maintain it etc, however the Parish Council were now being asked to maintain it.  Mr. Edwards added 
that he felt that SCC was treating the issue like a “hot potato” and that the Parish Council has been terribly misled 
by the County Council.  Mr. Winstone advised that the Parish Council did agree to add the bench to our list of 
insured items.  Mr. Edwards replied that the decision was based on the bench being installed by a Council approved 
contractor and that we haven’t received assurance from SCC that the bench has been installed to the necessary 
specification and standards.  

Mr. Bloor advised members that he is the approved contractor for SCC for the installation of all benches. 

Mr. Bloor advised that he had spoken with Miss. Bannister and gave two sites where he felt the bench may be 
suitable, and that Miss. Bannister had advised him that the site selected was the preferential site and that it was on 
the edge of the Conservation Area.  Mr. Bloor advised members that he had followed all the rules and regulations 
with regards to the installation of the bench.  Mr. Edwards replied that the County Council are at fault and that his 
heart goes out to Mr. Bloor for his loss; however he feels that the bench does not fit in with the Conservation Area.  
Mr. Bloor advised that the bench was yellow as it was Luke’s favourite colour.  Mr. Bloor advised that he would be 
prepared to change the colour of the bench, and added that the colour had also been chosen as it is on the corner of 
the highway and aids the partially sighted.  Mr. Bloor added that he would be happy to maintain the bench and also 
to litter pick it etc.


Mr. Taylor added that what is very sad is that if SCC had approached the Parish Council at the right time 
then we would have avoided all of this trouble and that he feels that SCC have dealt with the matter in a very 
insensitive and inappropriate way.  Mr. Taylor added that he felt both Mr. Bloor and the Parish Council have been 
caused a lot of embarrassment by SCC.  Mr. Fitton added that he also felt this was a very sensitive issue and there 
seemed to be a lot of avoidance going on at SCC.  Mr. Fitton added that he felt Mr. Bloor’s offer to repaint the bench 
and install a litter bin was a very generous offer.  Mr. Taylor added that people are generally happy with the bench, 
but would support a change of colour. Mr. Winstone added that he had been advised that we should pass back the 
issue to SCC but that he felt that the questions asked by SCC should be dealt with.

Mr. Winstone, asked members if they were happy with the location of the bench.  Seven members voted in 
support of the location, with two members voting against.  


Mr. Winstone asked members if they were happy with the colour of the bench.  No members voted in 
support of the colour, with nine against.

35.
CLERKS REPORT DATED 5th SEPTEMBER 2007 

3.
SCC – MEMORIAL BENCH (continued)

Mr. Winstone asked members if they were happy with the wording on the memorial plaque.  Mr. Morris 
replied that he would be happier with a simpler wording.  Mr. Edwards asked Mr. Bloor if he would be prepared 
to change the wording on the plaque.  Mr. Bloor replied that he would if the Parish Council were prepared to pay 
for it.  Mr. Winstone moved that this question should be addressed by members in part 2 due to its sensitive 
nature.


Mr. Winstone asked members if they were willing to accept the liability, placement, maintenance and 
insurance of the bench.  All members agreed in favour, subject to the change in colour and an agreement being made 
on the wording of the plaque.  


Mr. Taylor put it to the meeting that we need to be provided with some colour samples and consulted on the 
change of colour, but that he would suggest a dark green or brown.  Mr. Bloor replied that he would be happy to 
change the colour, but it must be a sensible colour that partially sighted people can see.   Mr. Winstone re-iterated 
that the Parish Council were in principal saying that they were happy with the bench as long as there was a change in 
colour.  Mr. Bloor re-iterated that he would be prepared to pay for a bin as long as the Parish Council or County 
Council paid for it to be emptied.

4.
SCC – CEMETERY ROAD SIGNS (Clerks Report, Item 9)

Members noted the response from SCC with regards to this item.


5.
SCC – KNOWLES HILL – TRAFFIC CALMING (Clerks Report, Item 26)

Members agreed that we should organise a sub-committee meeting for the Highways who could put some proposals together with regards to this item.  


6.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – OLD POST OFFICE (Clerks Report, Item 5)


Members noted that the lines to be re-instated were leading down Station Road to Croft Close and Mr. Toon’s suggestion of double yellow lines outside Rolleston Club would need to be discussed at the relevant sub-committee meeting.

7. 
SCC – DOUBLE LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD (Clerks Report, Item 7)

Members noted that SCC had agreed to look into the feasibility of double yellow lines along a small section of Dovecliff Road.


8.
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH


Mrs. Redgrave and Mr. Taylor reported that they had attended the last Neighbourhood Watch Meeting and that following the resignation of both the Chairman and Secretary no members had come forward to take on the roles.  The Parish Council were advised that unless a Chairman and Secretary were appointed at the next meeting, then the group would be unable to continue.

9.
ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB / CRAYTHORNE FIELD (Clerks Report, Item 25)


A “recreation” sub committee meeting was arranged for Thursday 20th September to discuss the issues with 
regards to Craythorne Field.  Mr. Edwards asked for the issue of the re-surfacing of the car park to be added to the 
agenda as he was concerned that this issue was raised a couple of months ago and things were not being done.  The 
Clerk advised that she would issue an agenda and confirm the time and venue with members over the next few days.

35.
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10.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL – SUSTRANS (Clerks Report, Item 25)
  


Members noted that Stretton Parish Council had voted 8:2 against cycles being able to use the Jinny Trail.  It was noted that members of Stretton Parish Council were upset at the intervention of the Borough Council and that if approached again in six months time, than they may re-consider the proposal.  Mr. Edwards asked if the County Council would have any money towards the funding of a possible cycle trail.  Members noted that Stretton were keen to resurrect the joint meetings with regards to the Jinny Trail and had asked Rolleston to organise the first meeting.

11.
ESBC – HOUSING LAND AVAILABILITY ASSESSMENT


Members noted that the above assessment had been received and should anyone wish to review it to contact the Clerk.  Mr. Morris reported that he had also only just received the document but would keep an eye on the proposals being made.

12.
ESBC – REVIEW OF POLLING DISTRICTS AND POLLING PLACES


Members noted this item for information.

13.
EBSC – WASPS REPORT / HOT SPOTS REPORT (Clerks Report, Item 21)

Mr. Morris reported that since the Hot Spots Report had been compiled the form had now been changed by the Borough Council.  Mr. Morris advised that they now want us to put four of our most important hot spots on the form.   Mr. Morris advised members that he had narrowed our important issues down to the following, speeding, footpath 14, The Croft tree works, play areas, bus shelters, and maintenance of brooks. HGV’s, PCSOs.  Mr. Morris reported that the Borough Council would also try to help with issues that were not necessarily within the remit of the Borough Council.  Mr. Edwards proposed, and Mr. Fitton seconded that Mr. Morris should be given the authority to choose four items to be put forward to ESBC.  

Mr. Morris reported that we had received permission for the WASP grant of £1,000 towards the fencing on Craythorne Woods in order to prevent access to quad bikes.

14.

ESBC – FORUM MEETING (Clerks Report, Item 15)

Members noted that the Chairman and Clerk would be attending this meeting at the Town Hall on 19th September and that they would report back to members accordingly.

15.
15.
ESBC – LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK, (1) CORE STRATEGY, 


(2) BURTON TOWN CENTRE ACTION PLAN


Members noted the forthcoming dates of exhibitions with regards to the Burton Town Centre Action Plan.  Mr. Morris advised members that he felt this was very important as more and more shops are closing down along the high street.


16.
ESBC – LEAP REPORT (Clerks Report, Item 25)

Members agreed that this item should be added to the agenda for discussion at the Highways & Footways 
Sub Committee meeting.


17.
ROLLESTONIAN DELIVERY (Clerks Report, Item 35)


Members noted that Dr. Trelinski was no longer able to deliver the Rollestonian and noted that his area  
was now without cover. 

18.
OFFICE COMPUTER

Members noted that the office computer was in need of repair.
35.
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19.
MEADOW VIEW / ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAY AREAS (Clerks Report, Item 25)


Members noted details of the recent complaint received by the Clerk with regards to the Junior Play 
Area.  Mr. Morris advised members that he had also dealt with this matter and it was understood that a toddler 
had had an accident on the Junior Play Area.  Mr. Morris added that all the installed play equipment carried 
the necessary safety markings.



The Clerk advised that she had also received a complaint that day from residents of the Westbury 
Homes 
Development with regards to the play areas and that she had forwarded the details to ESBC so they could take up the 
issues with Persimmon via Planning Enforcements.  Members agreed that we should also 
write to 
Persimmon with 
regards to this issue.



It was agreed that this item should be added to the agenda for discussion at the sub-committee meeting.

20.
ANGELS @ ADVENT (Clerks Report, Item 34)

Members noted that Mrs. Toon and Mrs. Carlton were attending the forthcoming meeting.  Members 
unanimously agreed that we should proceed with Mrs. Carlton’s idea of “Eco Angel”.


21.
PRESENTATION OF RETIREMENT GIFTS (Clerks Report, Item 45)

Members agreed that Mr. Hodson-Walker should be invited to attend the December Parish Council to 
receive his retirement gift.



22.
VILLAGE CLEAN UP DAY (Clerks Report, Item 29)

Members agreed that a second Village Clean up Day should be arranged.  It was agreed that this would take place on Saturday 6th October, commencing at 9.30am in the Spread Eagle Car Park.  Members agreed the cost of the skip at £145.00.


23.
STAFFORDSHIRE WILDLIFE TRUST


Members noted this item.


24.
SPCA – ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 2007/08


Members noted this item, but that we had still not received a response from SPCA with regards to 
the 
reasons why we had decided not to renew our annual membership.


25.
SPREAD EAGLE PUBLIC HOUSE


Members noted that no response had been received form Vintage Inns despite two letters being sent.  
Members added that they were disappointed that the broken windows had not been boarded up prior to the 
Heritage 
Weekend taking place.  It was noted that repairs to the canopy were underway.


26.
GRASS CUTTING (Clerks Report, Item 27)


Members agreed that this item should be discussed in Part 2.


27.
FLAGS & FLAG POLES


Members noted that Jeremy Marshall was happy to continue with the responsibility for the flags and flag 
poles and that the Clerk had arranged for the “Union” flag to be erected for the forthcoming Heritage Weekend.


28.
SPEEDWATCH


Members noted details of the correspondence received from Mr. Essery.


35.
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29.
COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF STAFFORDSHIRE – 


VOLUNTARY VILLAGE CAR SCEHEMES


Members noted details of the letter received from the Community Council on the above subject.


30.
CHEQUES SIGNED OUT OF MEETING


Members noted the details of the two cheques that had been signed out of the meeting.


31.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 


Members resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light


1544



£557.09


(Clerk Salary)

b.
Mrs. H. Light


1545



£30.00


(Telephone & Internet)

c.
Mr. P. Adams


1546



£60.00


(Litter Collection)

d.
Mrs. J. Gregory


1547



£40.00


(Glass Collection)

e.
Mr. P. Gould


1548



£1150.73


(Environmental & Mowing)

f.
Petty Cash


1549



£71.94

g.
Victim Support Staffordshire
1550



£50.00


(Minute Number 28:13)

h.
D.S.K. Engineering

1551



£176.25


(Relocation of goal posts)

i.
Signpost Restoration

1552



£854.06


(Fingerpost Chapel Lane)

j.
ESBC



1553



£190.09


(Bin emptying)


Mrs. Carlton and Mrs. Redgrave signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.


32.
REPORTS


Members noted that the following reports had been received:-


a.    Staffordshire Wildlife Trust – Annual Review 2006


b.    Staffordshire Wildlife Trust Magazine – No 100, August 2007


c.    Staffordshire Wildlife Trust Magazine – Summer 2007


d.   Minutes of Tutbury Parish Council meetings, May/June/July 2007


33.
ESBC – LICENSING ACT 2003 – POLICY REVIEW CONSULTATION

Members noted details of the above review had been received and were asked to contact the Clerk if they wished to review the policy.

35.
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34.
OVERGROWN HEDGES (Clerks Report, Item 28)

Mr. Winstone reported that he was concerned with the overgrown hedges within the village especially the one on the approach to Chapel Lane as it appeared to of overgrown the footway, leaving little room to pass and seemed especially dangerous when a bus is passing.  Mr. Winstone asked members to look at the hedge in question and pass comments at the next meeting.
43.
ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA

a. Footpath 14 to be added the agenda of the relevant sub-committee (Clerks Report, Item 25)
b. Brookside, silver birch tree adjacent to Brookside Barn which has raised the footway. 

        (Clerks Report, Item 11)
c. 14/16 Burnside, re state of undergrowth etc, speed of work (Clerks Report, Item 22)
d. Bridge by Brookhouse, overgrown and in need of attention (Clerks Report, Item 11)
e. ESBC, Smoking cessation officers, Mr. Fitton said he would speak to Mr. Morris directly with regards to this item (Clerks Report, Item 40).

The Chairman moved that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and 
press be excluded.


35.
MEMORIAL BENCH (Clerks Report, Item 14)


Mr. Winstone advised members that he had moved this item into part 2 as he felt that the inscription on the 
bench was the most sensitive issue.  It was suggested that the inscription should match that of the memorial bench in 
situ at the Scout Headquarters.  Members agreed that the County Council should be asked to pay for a new plaque.  
It was concluded that members were against the colour of the bench and against the wording on the memorial 
plaque.  It was also concluded that members were not against the location.  Members agreed that the County Council 
had failed both us and Mr. Bloor.  It was agreed that we should ask Mr. Bloor to approach us with some 
alternative colours for the bench.  


40.
COMPLAINT RE ANTI-SOCIAL BEHAVIOUR ELIZABETH AVENUE

Members agreed that this issue should be reported to P.C. Lear.  

Chairman
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