ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 13th AUGUST 2007
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following application has been received:-


a. 

PA/16197/013/JPM Erection of a detached dwelling, change of use of land to form cricket and 



football pitches and formation of car parking and associated vehicular access, Land Adjacent, 



Winterley Lodge, Dovecliff Road, Stretton

b. HO/30447/005/JPM Erection of a first floor front extension and a two storey rear extension, Silvertrees, School Lane, Mr. & Mrs. Hardy

c. HO/22898/010/ECH Erection of a part single storey, part two storey side and rear extension, 24 Alderbrook Close,  Mr. & Mrs. Tennant

It was necessary to comment on the following applications prior to this meeting: - Members of the planning sub-committee made the following comments (Mrs. Toon, Mr. Toon, Mr. Taylor, and Mrs. Redgrave).  Mrs. Redgrave declared an interest in application b and made no comment.
a. HO/31407/002/JPM Erection of a detached summer house, garden shed, pergola and trellis and formation of a pond, Mr. & Mrs. Hodge, 9 Alders Reach.


Members had no objections to this application.

b. HO/19198/005/MB Erection of a shed, 1.9 metre high wall and front canopy, 11 Burnside, Mr. Greenhalgh.

Members have no objections to the erection of the shed and front canopy.  Members object 
to the wall, as they would like to see the wall built in reclaimed brick and not a rendered 
finish.  Members are concerned that a large rendered wall will look intrusive and bland on 
the street scene.  It should also be noted that a rendered wall will need regular maintenance 
whereas a brick wall will not need regular painting etc.
2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-
a. HO/09963/006/SS Erection of a single storey rear extension, 130 Beacon Road, 


Mr. & Mrs. Boast

b. HO/31429/001/JI Retention of detached garden shed, 8 Alders Reach, Brookside, 


Mr. & Mrs. Ife

c. TP/19749/010 Crown reduction by one third of one Beech tree and removal of one acacia tree, Rosecavan (TPO No 24.), South Hill, Mr. J. Graham

d. TN/02835/042/SS Crown Lift and thinning of one beech tree, The Dower House, Brookside, 

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS (continued)
The following applications have been refused:-

a. HO/31196/002/JPM, Erection of a two storey side extension to form separate living accommodation, 15 Beacon Drive, Mr. & Mrs. Bull.

b. HO/25249/003/SS, Erection of a detached garage, 84 Beacon Road, Mr. Worthington

3. ESBC – WESTBURY HOMES / MEADOW VIEW PLAY AREA
This item was last discussed at the April Parish Council meeting, where members were advised that landscaping works had commenced and that the project was likely to take 3 months to completion.  Based on this information, the project was due to finish by the end of July, so has been added back to the agenda.  Members agreed that once the play areas had been completed, the future of the Meadow View play area would be discussed.
The following advice has been sought from Mr. Crossley, ESBC, Parks & Countryside Manager with regards to the Meadow View Play area:-
“As previously discussed with your members the provision of the new toddler and junior areas in the campus site will almost certainly in effect duplicate the Meadow View provision.  I would wish to apologise to your members that we were not able to be more flexible about the nature of what was provided in the campus site in any way I had originally hoped to achieve and had explored with your members and the planning officers, but I was unable to change a previously set course toward provision of the type of play area that pretty much duplicates the intent of the provision at Meadow View”.

“You will not have any obligation to keep the play area – unless you had some kind of specific grant aid etc that required its retention/ongoing provision – but given the age of the area I assume that is unlikely.  Obviously the equipment would need to be carefully removed so as to leave the area safe for general use”.

“I generally would advise you do not pass the equipment onto any other individual or organisation – which you could receive requests to do (we sometimes have such requests for old equipment) Whilst still in the ground and passing annual inspections and regular visual inspections equipment does not have to fully conform to current British and European Standards – but if re-installed by anyone it would have to and you might carry some degree of liability for passing it on”. 
4.
ESBC – SHOTWOOD CLOSE

A letter dated 14th July has been sent to Mr. Crossley, Parks & Countryside Manager, ESBC and Ms. McManus, 106 Agreement Officer – Planning, ESBC with regards to the open space adjacent to Needwood Barn.  The following response has been received from Bellways Homes via ESBC:-
“Unfortunately the Landscaper was issued with an instruction to cut this area four times a year.  An instruction has been passed to our landscaping contractor to cut this area ASAP and to place it back onto a 12 cuts a year program until further discussions can take place”.
5.
ESBC – 14/16 BURNSIDE – FOR INFORMATION
Mr. Morgan from 18 Burnside recently contacted the Clerk and asked her to visit him with regards to 14/16 Burnside.  Mr. Morris and the Clerk attended a meeting with Mr. Morgan.  Mr. Morgan advised that as a result of the garden of 14/16 Burnside becoming overgrown, the undergrowth had now encroached onto his property, which included the boundary wall which was completely covered in Ivy.  Mr. Morgan advised that he did not want there to become a dispute between himself and his neighbours but asked what could be done.  Mr. Morris spoke to the Enforcements Department, ESBC with regards to the issue and they advised that they would look into it.  
5.
ESBC – 14/16 BURNSIDE – FOR INFORMATION (continued)
Since this time, clearance work does appear to have taken place as the offending Ivy has now been cleared from Mr. Morgan’s wall.  
The Clerk was then contacted by the Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator from Staffordshire Police as she had been contacted by Mr. Morgan to see if she could help in any way.  ESBC have advised that it is a civil matter and that action cannot be taken by them as the tree in question does not fall within the remit of High Hedge Legislation.  Staff from the Planning Section have also visited but are also unable to help under the legislation that they enforce.  The clerk has now been advised that the matter has been resolved between Mr. Morgan and his neighbours.  
6.
ESBC – SUPPLEMENTARY PLANING DOCUMENT ON REDUNDANT RURAL BUILDINGS
A copy of the draft document on the above subject, together with its accompanying sustainability appraisal has been received.  The draft is now the subject of consultation for a period ending on 3rd September 2007 and comments are welcomed on its contents.  Any representations will then be considered and reported to Members with any changes to the document and if accepted, adoption for the use in planning control.  

7.
SCC – FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE

SCC has been chased for a response with regards to the footway outside of Cherry Cottage, and any action that they are taking with regards to the large pebbles that are causing an obstruction on the footway and road.  To date no response has been received.

A letter has been sent to the residents of School Lane from the Parish Council requesting that they trim the hedges as it is difficult to pass without scratching your vehicle, especially when you meet an oncoming vehicle.  SCC has been contacted by the Parish Council and asked to look into the matter, as the hedge is now encroaching on the highway.
8. SCC - MUNICIPAL WASTE STRATEGY FOR 2007
The Staffordshire and Stoke on Trent Joint Waste Management Board has recently launched its Municipal Waste Strategy for 2007 and are currently undertaking a period of public consultation.  Comments on the proposal are welcomed by September 2007.  If anyone is interested in receiving a copy of the report, please ask the Clerk. 

9. SCC – BROOKSIDE
The following email has been received from SCC with regards to the raised manhole cover in Brookside:-

“We are convinced that the gas board have damaged the drainage culvert in the centre of the carriageway we are trying to get Seven Trent Water to sort this out as it is there problem. The manhole on the footway has been lifted cleaned and reseated again so there is not a trip hazard”.
10.
SCC – MARSTON LANE

The following email has been received from Mr. Rayson, SCC with regards to the erection of the road signs at the junction of Church Road/Marston Lane: - “I confirm that additional signs have been ordered to be erected at the junction of Church Lane and Marston Lane, to supplement those already erected further along Marston Lane.  It is hoped these will be erected by early September 2007”.
11.

SCC – FARM LAND

Mr. Morris has asked for this item to be added to the Clerks Report.

12. JINNY NATURE TRAIL – SUSTRANS
A letter dated 16th July has been sent to Sustrans asking the questions addressed during our last Parish Council meeting.  The following response has been received:-
“Sustrans' involvement with the Jinny dates from the 1990s as we developed the first phase of the National Cycle Network with help from a large Lottery grant which was exhausted some years ago. Now, having established an alternative route that does not use the Jinny, we have no immediate aspirations of our own for its conversion. Having said this, we would applaud and support any local initiative to allow cycling in any way open to us. The answers to your several questions thus run as follows”.

 

“The only funding currently normally available through Sustrans is linked to provision of infrastructure requested in School Travel Plans. Thus, if a local school wished to encourage pupils to walk or ride along the Jinny, we'd be happy to receive an application for a grant amounting to 50% of the cost of whatever works might be thought necessary. The rest would have to be found elsewhere, possibly with help from the County Council. Other grants come and go but if / when the scope of plans for conversion has been agreed, I'd be very willing to help identify likely resources”.

 

“As regards the extent of Parish contributions and responsibility, unless you can persuade the County Council to take a lead, your Council(s) would retain complete control. Sustrans would help in any way open to us but would not now take charge of any scheme”.   

Mr. Chinn has recently been to the trail and carried out some strimming work, clearance work has also been carried out by Burton Conservation Volunteers.  On this basis, Mr. Gould has not yet been asked to carry out the annual cut. (Last year annual cut carried out September 2006 and the Parish Council paid £70.00 for Mr. Gould to carry out the strimming work).
13.
VICTIM SUPPORT STAFFORDSHIRE - APPEAL


An appeal letter has been received on behalf of Victim Support Staffordshire to request funding for the current financial year.  Victim Support Staffordshire supported over 31,000 victims of crime and 13,000 witnesses in the courts in 2006.  

14.
ANSLOW LANE


A letter dated 16th July has been sent to the owner of Kiln Lodge asking him to trim back his hedges as they are obscuring the vision of both pedestrians and vehicles.  No response has been received.

The following has been received from Mr. Essery, following our letter to him advising that members had agreed that we would write to the owner of Kiln Lodge and ask him to trim his hedge:-

“Thank you for your email, two questions;  

1) What do you do if he ignores the request? 

2) If you compare the growth with the planning permission given you will find that he has allowed it to grow beyond what was permitted. At present it constitutes a hazard for motorists and in particular pedestrians. I have received a number of complaints to this effect from residents.

15. VILLAGE LIAISON MEETING


Members are advised that the next village Liaison meeting will be held on Monday 20th August, commencing at 7.30pm.

16. NHW MEETING
The next Neighbourhood Watch meeting will take place on Monday 3rd September, commencing at 7.30pm, in the Methodist Chapel Schoolrooms.
17.
PARISH PLAN

A letter dated 16th July has been sent to the VDSG asking for their opinion with regards to the advice from ESBC advising Parish Councils to update their Parish Plans every three years.  The following response has been received:-


“It remains our unanimous view that a Parish Plan should be reviewed (not renewed) at least once a year. We believe that an update on progress, delays, completion, amendments and additions should be published and the village given an opportunity to discuss it. We have previously suggested that the review should be published just before the annual village meeting which then provides a suitable venue for comment and discussion”.



“A Parish Plan should be about encouraging vitality in the community and should mainly be aspirations that the village, led by the parish council, could be involved in achieving. These are likely to be longer term aims and projects that must be followed through to completion and not superseded by a new idea every 3 years. We think that the preparation of a new plan should be considered as most of the items of the existing one are reaching completion and would normally occur at between 5 and 7 year intervals”.



“Each new plan should be based on a new village appraisal and one of those every 3 years when the benefits of the previous one are still not obvious is not going to be popular.  The last appraisal was completed in May 2003.  We would suggest that work on a new one should commence in the Spring of 2009”.  



“More immediate problems related to day to day services and management should be dealt with by the WASP. A new WASP every 3 years seems reasonable. Is the ESBC thinking of replacing the WASP with a parish plan or combining the two.  


The WASP has been funded by the ESBC hasn¹t it? If the Parish Council has to fund a Parish Plan then we should use it as we want to”.
18.
THE ARMY PRESENTATION TEAM

An invitation has been received from the above organisation in order to update us with recent changes within the Army.  The evening presentation will take place on Tuesday 11th September at Burton Town Hall, with Doors open from 6.15pm and the evening closing at approximately 9.15pm.  If anyone would like to attend, please advise the Clerk.  

19.
BURTON LOCAL NEWS


A letter has been received from the Director of the above publication which is a new monthly publication and associated web portal which will be covering the Burton on Trent area.  The Parish Council have been invited to register with Burton local news and through the web portal we will be able to post any information that we feel is relevant and important to constituents.
20.
ROADSIDE/FOOTWAY HEDGES


Mr. Morris has received three complaints with regards to the overgrown hedge from Shotwood Close running all the way to Mr. Wedd’s.  There is not enough footpath left now for a pushchair to pass.   The Clerk has sent a letter to the land owner (22nd July), asking him to trim his hedge as it is causing problems for pedestrians.  The Clerk has also raised the issue in the next edition of the Rollestonian asking those with offending hedges to make the necessary cuts.
21.
HM REVENUE & CUSTOMS

A letter has been received from HM Revenue & Customs, advising that overpayments were made totalling £124.00 for payments of the Clerks NI & Tax during the 2006/07 financial year.  Therefore it will not be necessary to make any further payments, until the overpaid amount has been reimbursed.  This is the reason for the Clerks salary being higher than normal in the accounts for payment section.  The Clerk has now also calculated her monthly wage increase (as agreed during the May Parish Council meeting), which is an additional £14.00pcm.  

22.
SAND & SAND BAGS

At our last meeting, it was suggested that an additional place should be available for the storage of sand and sand bags following the recent difficulties in accessing the Brookhouse during the flooding.  The Clerk has received a quotation from the suppliers to ESBC (although they have no bags in stock at present), and ESBC have advised that they do not have storage bins as such for sand, although have advised that Yoxall Parish Council created a concrete pad with walls on 3 sides which the sand is then delivered straight onto.  The Clerk has obtained a quotation for a Steel storage container which is available to purchase from B&Q. Quotations are in part 2 of the Clerks report.
23.
COMMISSION FOR PATIENT AND PUBLIC HEALTH INVOLVEMENT

A letter has been received from the above organisation.  They are seeking volunteers with an active interest in their community to join patient and public involvement forums.  PPI Forums are made up of groups of volunteers who are enthusiastic about influencing the way healthcare is organised and delivered.  There is one PPI Forum for each NHS Trust in England, including – Primary Care, Hospitals, Mental Health Trusts and Ambulance Service.  Forum members research topics of particular interest in their local area and compile recommendations and reports that the NHS has a legal requirement to respond to.


If anyone is interested in becoming a member of the forum, please see the Clerk for details. 
24.
COUNTRYSIDE ALLIANCE – BEST RURAL RETAILER
  
The Countryside Alliance recently launched its third annual Best Rural Retailer competition and we thought you would be interested to hear about the 2007 awards. Last year we had over 2000 nominations singing the praises of the UK’s Best Rural Retailers. This year we hope to be able to receive even more. The competition has captured the hearts and minds of the public, retailers, and media alike. 
 
The competition retains its simple aim: to recognise and celebrate the UK’s small independent retailers who are ambassadors, not just for their local produce, but also for the communities to which they are central.   Anyone can nominate in any one or more of the four categories: Best Local Food Retailer,  Best Village Shop/ Post Office, Best Diversification, Best Traditional Business.           
 

24.
COUNTRYSIDE ALLIANCE – BEST RURAL RETAILER (continued)

So if you know someone who goes the extra mile for their community; or someone who is an ambassador for local produce; or someone who is keeping the traditions of the countryside alive…… or someone whose dynamism has revived your community? Then nominate them now via www.bestruralretailer.co.uk 
 
The nomination phase closes on Saturday 6th October, and regional judging will then take place. Regional winners will be announced in December and four national winners will be named at a reception at the House of Lords in February 2008.
25.
DOCTORS SURGERY
 
The following letter has been received from Mr. Turner, Primary Care Manager, South Staffs NHS Trust:-

 “The PCT has noted that the Parish Council conducted a petition, which received 836 signatures supportive of a Surgery in the village, and your letter will be kept on file for future reference.  You referred to the withdrawal of the planning application due to the number of objections received, although there were also longstanding issues over the proposed site and design which the Local Authority had, which ultimately were unlikely to be overcome”.

“The Tutbury Practice no longer has any active proposals to relocate to Rolleston on Dove, and in the absence of such a relocation by a Practice, then I would expect the likelihood of a new surgery in Rolleston is remote.  However, I will ensure that the person responsible for the PCT’s Strategics Estate Plan has a copy of your letter”.

26. 
SUB COMMITTEES

Advice has been sought from SPCA with regards to the setting up of sub-committees.  Attached for members is a copy of their recommendations.
27.
THE CHURCH IN BURTON – SERVICE OF BLESSING 2007

An invitation has been received for two people to attend this year’s service of blessing, which is being held at the Town Hall on Sunday 14th October 2007 at 11.00am.  If anyone would like to attend please advise the Clerk by 25th September.

28.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD/ WOODS


Mr. Edwards recently witnessed a game of football that was taking place between two teams without the prior permission of the Parish Council.  Mr. Edwards may wish to report further.

Following the recent identification of the quad bike users PC Lear was asked to visit the offenders and advise them that they are breaking the law and that if any further use of the field/woods takes place, then the Parish Council will consider prosecution.  PC Lear visited the offenders on 2nd August and has confirmed that they have been told not to use the field/woods again for quad biking.  
28.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD/ WOODS (continued)

PC Lear has suggested that other people within the village are also using the field for quad biking.  Your Chairman, and the Clerk met with Mr. Morris on 1st August, and completed the “Hot Spots” chart which is now required to be submitted with the WASP applications.  The Clerk has asked Burton Conservation Volunteers to provide a quotation for the necessary fencing and boulders for the two exit points from Craythorne Woods to Craythorne Field.  An application for £1,000 towards this works has been submitted by Mr. Morris to ESBC through the WASP scheme.
29.
PRESENTATION OF RETIREMENT GIFTS
The gifts have now been collected and are ready for presentation to members that retired.  After consultation with your Chairman a gift has also been purchased to be presented to Mr. Bradley’s widow in recognition of the work that he carried out during his time as a Parish Councillor.  A date needs to be agreed for the presentation of the gifts.  

30.
CHEQUES SIGNED OUT OF MEETING

It has been necessary for two cheques to be raised out of a Parish Council meeting.  Cheque 1531, total of £30.00 made payable to the “Land Registry” for the registration of The Croft, Mrs. Toon and Mr. Edwards signed this cheque.  Cheque 1532, total of £119.31 made payable to the “Crystal Studio” for the retirement gifts.  Mrs. Toon and Mr. Morris signed this cheque.

31.
SCC – CELEBRATING PATRIOTISM BY FLYING THE UNION FLAG


The Staffordshire County Council at its meeting on 26th July 2007 passed the following resolution:-


“This County Council will embrace the Governments lead in celebrating patriotism by flying the 
Union Flag permanently on all County Council controlled locations where flags are currently only flown for the traditional 18 specific days annually and will, through control and influence with 
partners, promote the display of our national flag on public buildings across Staffordshire”.


As you may be aware, the regulations governing the flying of the Union Flag have recently been amended and now permit the flag to be flown 365 days per year.  The County Council is keen to persuade partners and other public bodies to join its lead is promoting the display of the Union Flag on all public buildings across Staffordshire.  I hope your organisation will be able to join the County Council in this display of National pride.

32.
COMMUNITY COUNCIL OF STAFFORDSHIRE – GRANTS AVAILABLE

A letter has been received from the above organisation advising that that funding is now available for projects based in Staffordshire that work within rural communities.  A grant, up to £1,000 is available to registered charities, constituted community groups and constituted activity groups to help tackle environmental, social or economic issues.  The funding is only available up until March 2008. 

33.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-

a.
Mrs. H. Light


1533


£557.09

(Clerk Salary)

b.
Mrs. H. Light


1534


£30.00

(Telephone & Internet)

c.
Mr. P. Gould


1535


£1027.49


(Environmental & Mowing)

d.
Mr. P. Adams


1536


£75.00


(Litter Collection)

e.
Mrs. J. Gregory


1537


£50.00

(Glass Collection)

f.
ESBC



1538


£190.09

(Bin emptying)

g.
Viking Office Supplies

1539


£42.24


(Office Stationery)

h.
Hardy Signs


1540


£205.63


(Byelaws Sign, E. Avenue)
34
REPORTS

The following reports have been received:-

a. Staffordshire Public Transport Map 2007

b. Sustainable Staffordshire, Issue 21, Summer 2007

The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
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