ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON

MONDAY 9th JULY 2007
PRESENT





Mrs. B. Toon, Chairman




Mr. J. Winstone, Vice-Chairman 





Mr. J. Morris





Mrs. S. Redgrave





Mr. P. Taylor





Mr. B. Chinn




Mr. J. Toon





Mrs. C. Warren





Mr. B. Edwards





Mr. A. Fitton





Mrs. H. Light, Clerk


Three members of the public were in attendance.

17.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME AND PETITIONS 
Mr. Jennings advised members that he had some concerns following the approval of his recently acquired planning permission for his toilet and shower block.  Mr. Jennings advised that ESBC have removed the plans for the windows, so as a result there will be a need to have fans and lights on constantly as there will be no natural light or ventilation.  Mr. Jennings reported that the amended plans by ESBC include 3 dummy windows.  Mr. Taylor asked Mr. Jennings if ESBC had given any reason for this.  Mr. Jennings advised that they hadn’t.  It was agreed that Mr. Morris would take up the issues with ESBC, Planning Department. 
Mr. Jennings reported that it is impossible to pass another car on School Lane, without scratching your vehicle as the hedges are overgrown.  The Chairman reported that this item was on the Clerks Report.

Mr. Gawthorpe advised that the Jinny Trail was overgrown, with only one out of three paths passable.  The Chairman reported that this item was on the Clerks Report.

18.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Mrs. R. Carlton.

19.
MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING

Minutes of the meeting held on 11th June 2007, were approved subject to the following changes:-

16:10 should have read:

Members noted the letter from SCC with regards to the visibility 





mirror and agreed that without their permission a mirror could not 





be erected.

16:12 should have read:

Members discussed the section of land next to Needwood Barn where the 




grass was now over 3ft high.

16: 13 should have read: 

the Chairman reported that we had received a grant from SCC for £1,400 




towards the works identified during the 2006 footpath walks.

20.
REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR FRASER


Mr. Fraser did not attend the meeting.

21.
MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 


There were no matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting.


22. CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th JUNE 2007 

1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

a. PA/00147/016/JPM, Erection of three pairs of semi-detached dwellings, 2 detached dwellings and associated accesses, garaging and car parking, Site of Former Highfield Motor Co, Beacon Road

Members had no objections to this application.  Members are however disappointed at the loss 
of 
another village facility.  Members would like to see slightly more accentuation in the ridge heights.

b. HO/16198/002/SS, Erection of a first floor front extension, 9 Walford Road, 


Mr. & Mrs. Appelbee.


Members had no objection to this application.

c. HO/31235/003/JPM, Erection of a rear conservatory, 11 Shotwood Close, Mr. & Mrs. Aldridge


Members had no objections to this application.

d. TN/02835/042/SS, Crown lift and thinning of one beech tree, The Dower House, Brookside


Members would like the advice of the tree officer to be sought.  Members are concerned that the reason cited for the proposed works is “tree completely covering garden and touching buildings”.  Members would like to highlight that the tree was in situ long before the buildings and if the tree is now too close, then it is due to the siting of the new buildings.


2.
PLANNING DECISIONS


Members noted the planning decisions.

3.
ESBC – CONSERVATION AREA REVIEW DOCUMENTS/ CONSERVATION OFFICER



Mr. Morris reported that the document has now been passed, so the contents are now fixed.  Mr. 
Morris 
advised that it had been proposed that nothing would be done until the positions had been appointed as the new 
recruits would be the enforcers of the policy.  Mr. Morris advised members that he had stood up against this 
proposal, and that it has now been agreed that ESBC will write off and advertise the boundary changes.


4.
ESBC – BROOK HOLLOWS



Members noted the email from Mr. Crossley.  Members agreed that the reasons behind the delay in the start 
of the project were not acceptable, and that they would’ve known for some time that someone was due to go on 
maternity leave and should have started recruiting then for the maternity cover.  Mr. Morris advised members that 
when the Conservation Area Documents were passed he spoke very strongly about ESBC not filling posts and the 
effect that it was having on villages.


5.
ESBC – EAST STAFFORDSHIRE STANDARDS COMMITTEE



Members noted that Mrs. Carlton has agreed to be nominated to stand on this committee.


6.
ESBC – LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE


Members noted that a site meeting had now taken place with the landowner, Mr. Freeman, Senior 
Enforcement Officer, ESBC, Mrs. Toon, Mr. Morris and the Clerk.  Members noted that Mr. Naylor had agreed to 
clear the undergrowth on the site and that Mr. Freeman had specified that none of the new trees should be touched, 
along with the trees that appeared to be regenerating.   
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6.
ESBC – LAND ADJACENT 4 MARSTON LANE (continued)


Mr. Morris confirmed that he had asked Mr. Freeman to specify this in writing to Mr. Naylor.  Members 
noted that as Mr. Naylor is now away for the next few weeks, the clearance of the site is expected to be complete 
within the next four weeks.


7.
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT


HGV’s: Mr. Morris reported that he had received a complaint with regards to an HGV in Beacon Road and 
then leading onto School Lane.  Mr. Morris advised that he had taken the issue up with the company as details were 
recorded of the registration etc.



Brookside: Mr. Morris reported that the advertisement signs are back on the perimeter wall of the 
Dower 
House project.  Mr. Morris advised that he had spoken with ESBC Enforcements, and that one of the signs was legal, 
however the two Gadsby Orange signs were illegal and that they had been asked to remove them within the 
next fourteen days.


14/16 Burnside: It was reported that attempts were now being made to remove the vegetation that 
had grown over from 14/16 Burnside into the neighbouring property.


8.
SUB COMMITTEES (Clerks Report, Item 26)


Members commented on the sub-committee groups that had been prepared by Mrs. Carlton.  Members 
discussed their concerns with regards to forming sub-committees and Mr. Edwards advised that his experience of 
sub-committees is of them meeting and making decisions without them being passed by the full committee.  


Mr. Edwards advised that if this was the way that the Parish Council was looking to work, then he would be 100% 
against the idea.  Mr. Morris advised that he was concerned, as decisions shouldn’t be made in private.  


Mr. Winstone advised that he had come up with the idea, as he felt sub committees would be ideal for when we have 
major projects to work on, e.g. Jinny Nature Trail.  Mr. Chinn advised that his feelings around the sub-committees 
would be that they get together and then present condensed information to the Parish Council.  It was suggested that 
the sub-committees could meet every two months.


It was resolved that the following sub-committees would be formed and represented as follows:-

· Grass Cutting, Jinny Trail, Highways & Footways: Mrs. Warren, Mr. Fitton, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Winstone

· Recreation (playing fields, football club): Mrs. Toon, Mrs. Redgrave, Mr. Winstone, Mrs. Carlton

· Planning, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Toon, Mrs. Redgrave, Mrs. Toon



Mr. Fitton suggested and it was agreed that a report should be written on how the sub-committees should 
operate and be presented at the next meeting for review and agreement.


9.
ALMSHOUSE TRUSTEES


Members noted the current vacancy for a Parish Council representative for the Almshouse Trustees, due to 
the retirement of Mr. Hodson-Walker.  The Chairman asked Mr. Martin to summarise what is expected of the 
trustees and he advised that the trustees meet twice a year to discuss the properties/residents and funds in relation to 
the charities commission.  Mr. Martin advised that they also try to get the trustees to help out with some voluntary 
work from time to time.



Mr. Chinn advised that he would be willing to stand as a trustee on the Almshouse Charity and members 
supported his application.


10.
ANNUAL FOOTPATH WALKS


Members noted that the two walks had now taken place.
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10.
ANNUAL FOOTPATH WALKS (continued)

The Chairman advised that the most pleasing thing on the walks was the newly installed gates on Footpath 
7 which 
allow a walk from Brookside to Marston Lane.  It was agreed that we should advertise the walk in the next 
edition 
of the Rollestonian.



Mr. Winstone reported that he was concerned about the new footpath leading from Westbury Homes to 
Craythorne Road as it was quite slippery and there was no handrail.  Members agreed that we should report this issue 
to ESBC.


11.
RETIREMENT GIFTS (Clerks Report, Item 29)


Members agreed that this item should be discussed in Part 2.


12.
PARISH PLAN (Clerks Report, Item 17)

The Chairman advised that the Parish Plan summary is reviewed and updated regularly.  It was discussed that it needs someone to review the report in reasonable detail.  Mr. Edwards suggested that we need to complete a new survey to find out what people think now.  Members agreed that we should seek the views of the Village Design Statement Group as they were instrumental in the compilation of the Parish Plan.

13.
ANSLOW LANE (Clerks Report, Item 14)

Members agreed that we should write to the owner of Kiln Lodge and ask him to cut his hedge.


14.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL – SUSTRANS (Clerks Report, Item 12)


Mr. Winstone advised that Mrs. Anderson had been in touch again with regards to Sustrans and the 
Jinny Nature Trail.  Mrs. Anderson had advised Mr. Winstone that the only thing stopping the Sustrans route 
going all the way to Derby was the Jinny Nature Trail.  Mr. Winstone advised that he had also received a 
telephone call from Mr. Underhill who had advised him that the Parish Plan results were 52% in favour of 
the trail 
being used by cyclists and 29% against.  These figures were disputed by Mr. Edwards.  



Mr. Chinn advised that he had spoken to a few people and also walked the trail, and if we allowed the 
use of cycles, it would mean widening the path and he questioned where the people were that wanted to use 
the path as a cycle route.  Mr. Edwards asked what control Sustrans would take if the trail became a cycle route 
and asked if we get to approve proposals etc.  The Clerk advised that she had contacted Stretton Parish  Council 
for their views and been advised that the Parish Council does not meet again until 15th July and as 
there are 6 new 
members on the Parish Council, it would need to be discussed by them.  Mr. Morris asked members to look 
at Cycle Route 63 near Conkers as that is a good example of what the trail would be like. 
Mr. Taylor advised that 
there was also another route running through Chellaston, Swarkstone and Melbourne.  


Members agreed that we should contact Sustrans and get a status report direct from them and also 
ask 
Sustrans what rights we loose if it becomes a cycle route and how long we are committed for?  



Mr. Gawthorpe advised members that the Jinny Trail was very overgrown and that two out of the 
three 
paths are impassable.  The Chairman advised Mr. Gawthorpe that we would have the annual cut done as soon as 
possible.  The Chairman also advised that the Parish Council once purchased a big strimmer and asked members if 
anyone knew of its whereabouts.  Mr. Chinn advised members that he would be happy to go down with his 
strimmer 
and carry out some clearance work.

15.
SCC – ROAD SIGNS – MARSTON LANE / HGV VEHICLES (Clerks Report, Item 10)


Members noted that the sign had still not been erected by SCC and that the Clerk had chased the issue 
with SCC but received no response.  Members agreed that we should write again in two weeks if the signs had still 
not been installed.

22. CLERKS REPORT DATED 6th JUNE 2007 


16.
SCC/ ESBC SHOTWOOD CLOSE (Clerks Report, Item 4)


It was clarified that Bellways should be maintaining the open space adjacent to Needwood Barn and 
that the Clerk had twice contacted ESBC and asked them to ensure that this is being enforced.  It was noted 
that no further response had been received from SCC.  Mr. Edwards asked Mr. Morris to intervene at ESBC 
as the clerk’s calls had not been returned and he had also been promised a telephone call from ESBC, Parks & 
Countryside Department following a query he made in February.


17.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD 


Members noted that we had written again to SCC but to date no response had been received.


18.
SCC – BROOKSIDE (Clerks Report, Item 9)


Members noted that no response had been received from SCC with regards to the raised manhole in 
the footway.  The Clerk advised that the project manager had been on annual leave until 2nd July, and that she had 
chased it again after this time, but received no response.


19.
SCC - FOOTWAY OUTSIDE CHERRY COTTAGE (SCHOOL LANE) (Clerks Report, Item 7)


Members noted that no response had been received from SCC on the matter of the large pebbles escaping 


from the driveway of the above premises.

Members agreed that we should write to the homeowners along School Lane and ask them to cut back their hedges as it is difficult to pass an oncoming vehicle without scratching your car.


20.
SCC – DRAFT RIGHTS OF WAY IMPROVEMENT PLAN FOR STAFFORDSHIRE


Members noted that we had received the above plan and that SCC were inviting comments on the proposals.  Mr. Toon reported that he had read the plan and it did not affect Rolleston.  The Chairman advised that the plan was available should anyone else wish to take it to read.


21.        PARISH COUNCIL - PART 2 MINUTES 



Members agreed that the release of the Part 2 minutes should carry on as normal, e.g. once an item is no 
longer sensitive it is released into the public domain.


22.
ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB / CRAYTHORNE FIELD (Clerks Report, Item 28)


Members noted that a meeting had now taken place with the football club.  It was confirmed that the 
gate that the football club would be installing would be erected as the car park forms a single track leading 
down to 
the portacabin.  The Clerk confirmed that she had advised D.S.K that members had approved the 
quotation for the 
re-location of one set of goals and that they should liaise directly with the football club so they are able to mark the 
new location out before the contractors arrive on site.  The Chairman reported that the Clerk had been advised that 
there was an incident last week and that it had been reported to the police.


Members discussed that quad bikes had been seen using the field and were causing damage to the 
field.  
Members agreed that a quotation should be sought for a fence to be erected as you come from Footpath 14 into 
Craythorne Woods to prevent the bikes from accessing the field.  Mr. Morris suggested that we could apply for a 
WASP grant to cover the works.  The Clerk agreed to liaise with Mr. Morris with regards to the application.


Mr. Edwards advised that he was astonished that the Football Club don’t pay for use of the field yet 
the Parish Council are getting a lot of criticism with regards to grass cutting and drainage etc.  Mr. Edwards 
advised that members of the Football Club were not necessarily Rolleston constituents.  
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22.
ROLLESTON FOOTBALL CLUB / CRAYTHORNE FIELD (continued)


Mr. Edwards advised that he had spoken to Mr. Hayward, Rolleston Plant Hire with regards to the drainage 
problems on the field and  
Mr. Hayward advised that he considered the field was acting as a sump for the whole of 
the area.  Mr. Edwards advised that it had been recommended to him that a balancing lake might act as a solution to 
the drainage problems and that he had been advised that annual verti-drainage was not a solution.  Mr. Edwards 
suggested that the whole drainage issue should be look at again starting from scratch.  Mr. Morris advised that we 
should look at what grants would be available, possibly through the playing fields association.


Members advised that the drainage had been looked at in the past, and works to cure the problem came in at 
hundreds of thousands of pounds.  It was also advised that a balancing lake had been suggested in the past, but the 
idea had been refused due to the danger it posed to children.  Mr. Winstone recommended that this project would be 
ideal for the sub-committee to look at.


23.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD


Members noted that the skate ramp had been repaired and that quotes were in part 2 for the removal 
of the graffiti.


24.
SPREAD EAGLE PUBLIC HOUSE


Members noted that we had spoken to the Spread Eagle with regards to the broken canopy and also 
advised them that the left hand side of the brook was there responsibility and that the left hand arch is currently 
weeded up.  Members discussed that the footway by the Spread was covered in moss and considered that this was as 
a result of the sprinkler system being left on.  It was also reported that the window boxes are falling to pieces and it 
was reported that there is a window broken on the building adjacent to the Church footpath that runs between the 
Church and Spread Eagle.


25.
FLOOD PLAN (Clerks Report, Item 22)


Members noted the actions that were taken during the recent severe weather and it was reported that 
it was understood that no damage had been caused to any properties.  The Chairman reported that several of the 
gullies in the village were blocked and that this has been reported to SCC.  It was suggested that an additional sand 
bin could be placed on The Croft, so if access to the Brookhouse is blocked, sand and bags would still be available.

26.
THE CROFT – TREES (Clerks Report, Item 37)


Members noted that the Clerk had met with the Managing Director from Midland Tree Surgeons and Mr. 
Martin, Almshouses Trustees to discuss the trees on The Croft that are in need of work.   The Clerk gave a brief 
summary of notes that she had recorded, and advised that Midland Tree Surgeons would be forwarding a report 
and quotation ready for the next meeting.  The Clerk advised that one of the lime trees fronting Burnside was 
completely dead due to a fungal infection and needs to be removed.  Due to the state of the tree, the works could be 
carried out under the dead, dying and dangerous act which overrides any tree preservation order.  Members noted 
that a planning application would need to be submitted and passed before any work can commence.

27.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 


Members resolved that the following accounts should be paid:-


a.
St Marys Church



1519

£24.00


(Recycling Grant)
b.
Mrs. H. Light



1520

£521.19




(Clerk Salary)

c.
HM Revenue & Customs


1521

£36.74


(NI & TAX)
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27.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT (continued)

d. Mrs. H. Light



1522

£25.00


(Clerk Telephone & Internet)

e.
Mr. P. Gould



1523

£1027.49


(Environmental & Mowing)

f.
Mr. P. Adams



1524

£60.00


(Litter Collection)

g.
Mrs. J. Gregory



1525

£40.00


(Glass collection)

h.
Mr. R. Bush



1526

£35.98


(Village Webmaster)

i.
Thomas Fattorini Ltd


1527

£40.30


(Chairman’s Badge)

j.
Mr. Lawrence Oates


1528

£493.50


(Footpath works)

k.
Ingestre Woodworks


1529

£403.45


(Footpath Works)

l. 
ESBC




1530

£190.09


(Bin emptying)

Mr. Winstone and Mr. Fitton signed the corresponding cheques and invoices.


28.
AUGUST MEETING

Members agreed that a full meeting of the Parish Council should be held in August.


29.
REPORTS


Members noted that the following reports had been received:-

a. ESBC – Forward Plan 1st July 2007 – 31 October 2007

30.
SCC - CLARENCE

Members noted the items that had been reported through CLARENCE. 

36. ITEMS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA
a. Brookside: it was advised that due to the nature of the parking of the builder’s vehicles, an emergency vehicle would not be able to get through should it be required.

b. Nettles/Hedges: the overgrown hedges and nettles along Station Road were reported.  The Clerk advised it is understood that these hedges are the farmers responsibility. 


The Chairman moved that due to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press 
be excluded.
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35.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD

Mr. Toon advised that he would attempt to remove the graffiti from the Byelaw sign, so it was agreed that 
we should not proceed with purchasing a replacement sign until an attempt had been made to remove the graffiti.



Members agreed not to proceed with the painting over of the graffiti on the skate ramp, as it had only been 
repainted in December.  Members agreed that if graffiti appears in other areas of the village it should be removed 
immediately.

11. RETIREMENT GIFTS (Clerks Report, Item 29)

It was noted that the gifts in 2003 were purchased with the Chairman’s allowance and members agreed that we should proceed with the purchase of the retirement gifts.  Mr. Edwards suggested that it would also be appropriate to recommend Dr. Trelinski for an MBE for his services to local government.  The Chairman suggested that the gifts could be presented at the next Village Liaison meeting. It was noted that it may be required to get the artwork reproduced and that we had twice been advised that his would cost approximately £50.00.  Members were advised that in total the gifts would cost approximately £170.00.  
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