ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON 

MONDAY 2ND APRIL 2007
1. PLANNING APPLICATIONS

The following applications have been received:-
a. CN/27881/007 Demolition of 1m wide section of front wall and formation of pedestrian access, 36 Church Road, S. Paterson.


b.
HO/25883/004 Erection of a single storey side extension, 14 Shotwood Close, N. Reddin.

c. HO/06988/007 Erection of a single storey front extension, 35 Alderbrook Close, 


Mr. P. Taylor

d. TN/06461/016 Removal of 16 Conifers, The Firs, Hall Grounds, M. J. Feazey

e. TP/06461/015 Lopping of 14 conifers and removal of two sycamore trees, The Firs, 


Hall Grounds, M. J. Feazey

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been permitted:-
a. HO/18392/003 Erection of a single storey side extension, 17 Meadow View, Rolleston on Dove, Mr & Mrs Caroll.

b. PA/23183/005 Use of Existing building as an independent dwelling including installation of roof lights, provision of parking facilities and garden areas with associated boundary fencing and walling, Brooklyn House, Chapel Lane.

c. PA/17233/017 Installation of a retractable canopy on side elevation, The Jinnie Inn, 

Union Pub Company.

d.
 HO/31021/002 Erection of a part single storey and part two storey rear extension 



and erection of a detached garage, 79 Knowles Hill, Rolleston on Dove, Mr. Hibell.

e.
LB/02835/038 Demolition of previous extension to The Dower house, internal and external 


alterations to The Dower House and The Lodge to form four apartments and one dwelling and 

a single storey extension to The Lodge, The Dower House, Brookside, Living By D’Zign.
f. PA/06126/012 Demolition of existing dwelling, erection of a replacement dwelling, detached triple garage and alterations to existing vehicular access, 8 Station Road, Faycross Ltd.

g. CN/06126/013 Demolition of existing dwelling, outbuildings and detached garage, 8 

Station Road, Faycross Ltd.
3.
REPORT OF BOROUGH COUNCILLOR


Dr. Trelinski will be invited to make a report.

4.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES – DOVECLIFF ROAD


As agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter dated 14th March was sent to Mr. Fraser, outlining all outstanding issues with SCC.
5.
SCC – FOOTWAYS

As agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter dated 14th March was sent to Mr. Fraser, outlining all outstanding issues with SCC.

6.
SCC -CHURCH ROAD VERGES

As agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter dated 14th March was sent to Mr. Fraser, outlining all outstanding issues with SCC.

7.
SCC – ROAD SIGNS – MARSTON LANE / HGV VEHICLES

As agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter dated 14th March was sent to Mr. Fraser, outlining all outstanding issues with SCC.


The following letter of response has been received from Hilton Parish Council following our request for their assistance in having Derbyshire County Council erect a “No HGV’s” sign at the Hilton entrance to Marston Lane:-


“I would like to inform you that I have been speaking to a gentleman called Mr. Marsdon Traffic Officer at the County Council. He has assured me that this matter is in hand. They are looking at putting signs at the Hilton end of Marston Lane, although he has said that he will need to have a site visit to determine where they can be situated as it may confuse the lorry drivers that need to get to the farms etc. He has also said that they have done a survey on the bridges in this area and have decided that they can take the weight of the lorries. They are also speaking with the railways and the water board and a survey will be carried out on their bridges shortly”.

 
8.
SCC – KNOWLES HILL 


As agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter dated 14th March was sent to Mr. Fraser, outlining all outstanding issues with SCC.


A report has been received via your Borough Councillor of large potholes, along Knowles Hill, opposite number 59, outside no 72, just by Apple Acres.  They have been reported through CLARENCE Reference number 144910.

9.
SCC – TRAFFIC CALMING SURVEY / SPEEDWATCH

A copy of the Speedwatch results has been sent to Mr. Rayson, SCC and Mr. Oakley SCC.  To date no response has been received.

10.
SCC -PARKING PROBLEMS – BURNSIDE


As agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter dated 14th March was sent to Mr. Fraser, outlining all outstanding issues with SCC.

11.

SCC – BUS STOPS 

As agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter dated 14th March was sent to Mr. Fraser, outlining all outstanding issues with SCC.

12.
SCC – CEMETERY ROAD SIGNS

As agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter dated 14th March was sent to Mr. Fraser, outlining all outstanding issues with SCC.

13.
SCC – DOUBLE YELLOW LINES (OLD POST OFFICE)

As agreed at the last Parish Council meeting, a letter dated 14th March was sent to Mr. Fraser, outlining all outstanding issues with SCC.

14.
ESBC – CONSERVATION AREA REVIEW DOCUMENTS/ CONSERVATION OFFICER

A letter dated 15th March has been sent to Mrs. Dean, MP with our concerns regarding this issue.  Receipt has been acknowledged and it has been advised that Mrs. Dean will be in touch in due course.

15.
ESBC - PLAY AREAS – WESTBURY HOMES DEVELOPMENT

An email has been sent to Mr. Crossley, ESBC dated 14th March asking for an update on this item. 

16.
ESBC – ANNUAL PLAYGROUND INSPECTIONS

Dr. Trelinski, Mr. Winstone and the Clerk met on Tuesday 20th March to review the Annual Playground Inspection reports which had been received from E.S.B.C.  It was noted that minor repair works are necessary and the Clerk was asked to organize the necessary quotes.  Members are advised that there is subsidence to the safety surfaces, and this item should be considered when setting the 2008/09 precept, as replacement surfacing is expected to cost several thousand pounds.

17.
ESBC - SHOTWOOD CLOSE

Your Chairman received a telephone call from Mr. Babb, who had been advised by SCC that the Parish Council were being paid to maintain the grass verges within Shotwood Close, and the section of land to the right of Needwood Barn.  The Clerk has clarified that when the area was adopted, SCC has only added the right and left hand side entrance verges to the grass cutting schedule.  The Clerk has emailed both SCC and ESBC with regards to the issue as she was aware that one section within Shotwood Close had still not been adopted and has received the following response from ESBC:-

“I believe we can begin to bring some clarity to the issues regarding the open space alongside Needwood Barns and regarding the area in which the Parish wish to plant trees west of the entrance to Shotwood Close.  I recently met Bellway Homes with our 'Section 106' Officer from Planning and looked at several issues within the site”.

 


“In terms of the entrance - according to Bellway - and I suspect concurring with past comments of the County on ownership there appears to be a 2m width grass 'service strip' that is adopted by SCC alongside the surfaced highway ( as referenced in your letter to Richard). 
17.
ESBC - SHOTWOOD CLOSE (continued)

“The remaining bank climbing up to the hedgerow - whilst it might appear as further Highway verge - remains in the ownership 'of the farmer at Home Farm' as does the belt of hedge and tree planting on the north side of the development - It never has been a planning requirement that the treed and hedged land should actually come to ESBC or SCC - only that planting works should be undertaken”. 

“This explains the lack of obligation upon either ESBC or SCC to adopt the land and therefore consent for any additional tree planting would need to come from him and does not involve ESBC. In terms of the land adjacent to Needwood Barn as far as I can establish there are actually confusingly three pieces of land effectively. There is a 2 metre wide service strip which fronts the wider open space area to the east of Needwood Barn. This seems to be being maintained by yourselves (from Mr. Babb's description) - presumably as part of the instruction from the County following the adoption of the Highways from Bellway”.
 


“There is the rectangle of open space behind that service strip with some mature trees where the land should be being maintained by Bellway Homes and my colleagues in planning / planning enforcement can use planning powers to require that maintenance is undertaken. I will ask them to write to Bellway re-inforcing that such maintenance is regularly and properly undertaken”.

 


“The third area actually being complained about by Mr. Babb is the continuation of the grassed service strip running adjacent to Needwood Barn, Dovecote Barn and Penny Lattice Cottage. This area has not had maintenance instructed by the County to yourselves yet seems similar in nature to all the other grassed service strips. I believe Mr. Babb may hold the key to this as he describes that the barns development was undertaken by a different developer (- 'Adams'? possibly) - who went bankrupt or otherwise out of business”. 

 


“It seems possible that a separate 'Section 38' Highways agreement may have covered the land owned by Adams and therefore the legal adoption and transfer of the service strip alongside those three barn conversion properties may never have occurred due to the bankruptcy even if the original intent was there. It is also possible that there was no 38 agreement obligating the County to take on the strip and currently either way the land is probably the property of Adams or their successors in title but may be intended to become Highways land if a 38 agreement covering that exists. It does not seem from Mr. Babb's description that the land is linked to or meant to be maintained by the individual property owners - e.g. through any obligation in their deeds”.

 


“I think the responsibility for maintenance of the grassed strip of land immediately adjacent to the three properties is a matter that my Planning colleagues and Richard Rayson will have to resolve by further investigation of any section 38 and 106 agreements and consents relating to the Adams barn conversion development. I will show the complications I am describing to Aida next week in the hope that will assist in moving the matter forward”.

A letter was also sent to Mr. Rayson, SCC on 15th March, but to date no response has been received.

18.
ESBC – BULKY WASTE COLLECTION


The Clerk received a telephone call from ESBC advising her that they were not aware that a Bulky Waste Collection had been arranged in conjunction with the Parish Council, and that upon receipt of completed forms they had contacted some residents and advised that they were not aware of it.

It appears that none of the information had been passed between departments at ESBC, and the gentleman that had arranged the collection has now left the authority.  The Clerk provided ESBC with full details of the agreement and has been advised that Mrs. Gibbs, Waste Policy Manager and Mr. Bird, Head of Environment have agreed that the collection can still go ahead on 23rd April as previously agreed.

19.
ESBC – ELECTION EXPENSES


A letter dated 15th March has been sent to ESBC asking for details of the costs incurred during the elections 8 years ago, and advising that members were dissatisfied with the previous response received from E.S.B.C.  

20.
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS – THURSDAY 3RD MAY 2007

Copies of the “Notice of Election” have been displayed in both village noticeboards.  Nominations may be submitted after 27th March 2007 and the final date and time for their receipt in the elections office will be Noon on Wednesday 4th April 2007.  Copies of the guidance notes for candidates together with nomination packs are available from the Clerk.  In the event of the elections being contested, the poll will take place on Thursday 3rd May 2007, between the hours of 7am and 10pm.  The following item is for member’s consideration:-


POLL CARDS FOR PARISH ELECTIONS

(7)
Poll cards have to be issued to electors in respect of Borough Council elections but are not compulsory for Parish Council elections.  Therefore poll cards giving the address of the polling station, the date of the election and the hours of the poll will automatically be issued in the event of the Borough elections being contested and the full cost will fall to the Borough Council.

(8)
accordingly, I need to know whether your Council would like poll cards to be issued in the event of the Borough election in your area being uncontested.  In those circumstances the costs, which would be approximately 20p to 25p per poll card would fall to the Parish Council.  The law requires that any such request is made by no later than the close of period for nominations (i.e. noon on Wednesday 4th April).  I would emphasise that this is only an issue if there is a parish contest in a ward where the Borough election is uncontested.


(12) Please note that the legislation provides that the membership of the Parish Council shall retire on the “fourth day after the ordinary day of election” and that the “newly elected Councillors shall come into office on the day that their predecessors retire”.  Also, the Chairman of the Parish Council remains in office until his/her successor is elected under the first item of business at the annual meeting of the council, which is required to be held “on or within fourteen days after the day on which the Councillors elected take office”.  If that person would otherwise have retired either because they did not stand for election or because they were not elected, they still preside over the election of the new Chairman and, in the event of an equality of votes for the new Chairman, shall “give a casting vote”. 
20.
PARISH COUNCIL ELECTIONS – THURSDAY 3RD MAY 2007 (continued)
The Standing Orders for Rolleston on Dove Parish Council are as follows:-


“The Statutory Annual Meeting in an election year shall be held on the Monday next following the fourth day after the ordinary day of elections to the council.”  Members are advised that the first Monday after the elections is on a Bank Holiday, and are asked to consider if they would like the meeting to be held on this date.
21.
PARISH PLAN

Attached is a copy of the updated Parish Plan for member’s consideration.

22.
YOUTH REPRESENTATIVE

There is no further information to report on this item.  
23.
FLY-TIPPING CRAYTHORNE ROAD

A further letter has been sent to Bovis and there is nothing further to report on this matter. 

24.
LITTER COLLECTION

The Clerk has not yet had the opportunity to follow up this item, but expects that an update will be available for members in time for the meeting.

25.
DOCTORS SURGERY

The following letter has been sent from Mr. Dean, Dean & Smedley family pharmacy:-


“As a Rolleston resident and the managing director of the company who had the licence for the pharmacy at the failed site in Station Road, I obviously have a vested interest in this matter!”


“We have no more information than you about where the Tutbury surgery might go instead of Rolleston and the way that NHS Consultants are awarded makes it by no means certain that we would get the pharmacy in any new project but as the provider of pharmacy services in both Tutbury and Stretton we would be both anxious and delighted to provide the same service in Rolleston!”


“If there is any way in which you feel we could work together to achieve this, please get in touch”.



Two letters have been received from residents following the article in the Rollestonian with regards to the Doctors Surgery.  Attached are copies for member’s information. 


With the exception of Starbucks News, all of the petition forms have been collected from the local shops.  All of the signatures have been verified and duplicate signatures voided.  As of 26th March, there were 818 signatures in support of a surgery.  Members are asked to consider how and when they would like to present the petition to the Doctors Surgery.

26.

CRAYTHORNE PLAYING FIELD

A quote for the radar lock and key in order to allow wheelchair access to the field is in part 2 of the Clerks report.


It has been reported to the Clerk that one of the boards protecting the windows on the portacabin had been pulled off.  The Clerk reported this immediately to the football club.


Rolleston Plant Hire has advised that they anticipate that the re-grading of Craythorne Car Park will start week commencing 2nd April.
27.
BUS SHELTER

A letter has been sent to Mr. Thompson asking if he would be willing to meet with the Parish Council to discuss the bus shelter that was initially planned several years ago. (last correspondence dated 2002 when Mr. Thompson was in talks with SCC with regards to the entrance).
28.
ITEMS OF HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE

Mr. Bateman has advised that unfortunately due to the limited space within the Schools, John of Rolleston would not be in a position to take the items.  
29. APPEAL


A letter of appeal has been received from Harvey Girls, which is a charity set up to support young mums, and mums to be between the ages of 14 and 21.  They are a Burton based charity and are asking for a grant or donation towards the running of Harvey Girls.  

30.
ANNUAL PARISH MEETING

Members are reminded that the Annual Parish Meeting will take place on Monday 23rd April, in the Methodist Chapel Schoolroom.

31.
THE CROFT

The Clerk met with the Tree Officer, ESBC on 19th March, as she had been advised that there was a Hawthorn Tree on The Croft that was falling down.  Mr. Wood reported that the tree was in a dangerous state and advised that it should be removed immediately.  Due to the dangerous condition of the tree, Mr. Wood advised that planning permission would not need to be sought on this occasion.  The Clerk arranged for Mr. Gould to remove the tree at a cost of £80.00 and members are asked to support the actions of the clerk on this occasion.


Members are advised that approximately four years ago new trees were planted as it was apparent that the Hawthorn Trees would need to be removed in the coming years, and planting new trees at this time would allow the trees to become established before the Hawthorns needed to be removed.

The Clerk also identified that one of the bollards from the perimeter had been snapped off, the Clerk also arranged for this to be replaced immediately, as it was possible to gain access in a motorised vehicle, this was at a cost of £10 and once again members are asked to support the actions of the clerk on this occasion. 

32.
FINGERPOST

Mr. Martin has contacted your Chairman, as he is concerned about the length of the finger for the fingerpost that will point down Chapel Lane.  Mr. Martin is concerned that the repairs to the finger post are costing a considerable amount of money and that as the finger post is in the middle of the footway, it will only be a matter of time before a lorry passes by and swipes off the finger.


The Clerk has contacted Signpost Restoration with regards to this and has been advised as follows:-


“I must admit that when I visited the post last week I thought that I should contact you about raising the height of the fingers as the post sits lower in the ground than it would have originally done. This could be because the base is damaged but we will only know this if it is removed at some stage. The other option is to raise the fingers by adding another collar beneath the fingers. This we can do as we are having to cast a new spigot (central core) and I can increase the length to accommodate this additional collar this will raise the fingers by about 8 inches I estimate”.
“Moving the post back towards the wall is an option and you would need to discuss and arrange this with your highways people. They will know whether it’s possible and also what services run under the footpath in that area. You should be able to get them to move it for free”.


“Another consideration is that if the post is closer to the garden wall children will be able to climb onto the wall and then swing from the fingers - this would not be good for the signpost or from a health & safety point of view. Finally - I have stipulated to the foundry that the Tutbury finger is kept as short as possible and this should make it less vulnerable to traffic damage”.

 


“Please let me know about the idea of raising the height of the fingers as I will need to increase the spigot length and order a collar - these are costs that I also need to quantify as they were not part of my quote”.

33.
FOR SALE SIGNS

Mr. Martin has raised that there has now been several “For Sale” signs at the entrance to both Shotwood Close and Mosley Mews for several weeks.  ESBC, Enforcements have been advised. 
34.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL – PUBLIC INQUIRY


On instruction of the solicitor, it has been necessary for the Clerk to go back through the minute books from 1960 to the present date (particularly the period 1966 to 1987), in order to obtain detailed information and a chronology of events with regards to the Jinny Nature Trail, History of its usage and the Parish Councils intention for the use of the land and other information such as when the gates were installed, byelaws signs erected, whether horses were ever prevented from using the trail etc.  This information has been collated, and forwarded to our solicitor.


Mrs. Anderson has also produced a document, detailing her appeal, and it has been necessary to review Mrs. Anderson’s document and rebuke any comments/statements that she has made.  

34.
JINNY NATURE TRAIL – PUBLIC INQUIRY (continued)

Our solicitor has advised that both Parish Councils would need a witness to go through the history etc at the Public Inquiry.  Upon consultation with your Chairman it was agreed that Mr. Morris may be most suitable for this, due to his knowledge of the case, and in turn he has been approached and agreed to represent the Parish Council at the Public Inquiry.  You’re Chairman and the Clerk will also be attending the Public Inquiry.

It has also been necessary for the Clerk to contact the people from Rolleston that made objections to the trail becoming a bridleway and to ascertain that they will be available to attend the Public Inquiry.  This item continues to be updated daily, and further information may be available for your meeting.


Members are advised that should the Jinny Nature Trail become a bridleway, it automatically allows permission for bikes to use the trail and all existing byelaws for the trail will be overturned.   

As part of the evidence submitted in support of the trail becoming a bridleway, witness statements have been taken with regards to the known usage of the trail.  In some cases witnesses have openly admitted that they use the trail for bikes.  ESBC, Enforcements Department has been contacted and asked for their advice on this matter. 
35.
PSCO’S

The following letter has been received from Mr. Tony. McNulty, Minister of State following our letter to Mrs. Dean, MP with regards to the government funding of PCSOs.

“As the community of Rolleston has experienced, PCSOs are a genuine success story.  By 30th April 2007 there will be a total of 16,000 PCSOs in England and Wales.  They are playing an integral part in the implementation of neighbourhood policing and we are providing a substantial contribution towards the cost: funding of neighborhood policing including PCSOs, will increase from £220m this year to £315m in 2007-08 (£3 million for Staffordshire in 2006-07, rising to £4.1 million next year).  In addition, direct funding for neighbourhood wardens was earlier awarded by Communities and Local Government (formerly office of Deputy Prime Minister) on a short-term basis, forming the pump-priming to get schemes up and running”.

“We have made it clear that in the longer term we will put funding for neighbourhood policing into the general policing grant, so that it will continue to be available.  However, funding for neighbourhood policing is intended to come from a number of sources in addition to specific grant from central Government.  Community safety is a shared outcome, and we believe that local police authorities should pick up some of the cost through general police funding, other government sources and local partners”.


“Rolleston on Dove Parish Council is very properly, in discussion with representatives from Staffordshire Police since it is for the Chief Constable of each police force to decide the numbers and staffing mix of neighbourhood policing teams based on local needs”.  
35.
PSCO’S (continued)

“Each team is led by one or more police officers and may also involve special constables, volunteers, neighbourhood wardens and others, as well as PCSOs.  Forces will not be expected to increase the number of PCSOs beyond their share of the 16,000 target (i.e. a minimum of 209 for Staffordshire), although they are free to do so depending on local needs and circumstances”.

“We know, from the National Reassurance Policing Programme, that neighbourhood policing works – increasing public confidence and having a positive effect on crime and anti-social behaviour.  We remain committed to seeing it embedded in every community”.

36.
ENVIORNMENT AGENCY


As there was only one member of the flood wardens able to attend the open evening at the Environment Agency Offices, it was decided to postpone the evening until more members are able to attend. A new date will be organised for the summer.

37.
ROLLESTON SCOUT CARNIVAL 


A letter has been received from Rolleston Scout Carnival, advising that this year’s carnival is being held on Sunday 13th May.  It will be celebrating the Centenary Scouting and the theme for the procession will be the “The Last Century”.   In the past the Parish Council has sponsored prizes, and it has been asked if the Parish Council will be in the position to do the same again this year. A donation of £75.00 was made in 2006.

Permission has also been requested for the use of Elizabeth Avenue Playing Fields for Car Parking.  

38.
ESBC - POLLUTION CAUSED BY MUCKSPREADING

A letter of complaint was received by the Clerk on 14th March from a resident of The Lawns with regards to the smell being caused by the farmer’s muckspreading.  The Clerk forwarded the complaint to ESBC, Environmental Health Team for investigation and in turn advised the complainant that they would need to deal directly with ESBC.

39.
BUS SERVICES

Mr. Morris has requested that this item is placed on the agenda for discussion.

40.
DOVECLIFF ROAD – TREE PLANTING

Mr. Morris has requested that this item is placed on the agenda for discussion.

41.
SCC – COMMUNITY PATHS INITIATIVE


It has been advised by SCC that they have not yet had an opportunity to review the grant application for funding towards the necessary footpath repair works, and that they are hoping to consider the bids during April.

42.
YEAR END ACCOUNTS 2006/07


Attached for member’s consideration are the accounts for year ending 2006/07.  Members are advised that the bank statements are not received until the beginning of April, but balances and transactions to the end of the financial year have been confirmed with the bank.
43.
MISSING CHEQUE

Upon his return from holiday, Mr. Marshall, JPM Services, telephoned and advised that he had not received payment for recent works that he had completed.  I advised him that a cheque had been issued at the last meeting and payment forwarded on to him.  I therefore telephoned the bank and arranged for a stop to be put on cheque number 1461 (reference number 52287131).  A new cheque, number 1473 was raised and signed by Mr. Starbuck and your Chairman on 22nd March.  It has now been issued to Mr. Marshall and his receipt of the cheque has been acknowledged.

44.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT 

The following invoices have been received for payment:-


a.
Mrs. J. Gregory


1474

£40.00



(glass collection)


b.
Mr. P. Adams


1475

£60.00


(litter collection)


c.
Mr. P. Gould


1476

£1027.49



(Environmental & Mowing)

d.
ESBC



1477

£250.00



(Bulky Waste Collection)


e.
Mrs. H. Light


1478

£35.81



(Internet & Telephone)


f.
Mrs. H. Light


1479

£519.59






(Clerk Salary)


g.
HM Revenue


1480

£37.93


(TAX & N.Ins)

h.
Mr. P. Gould


1481

£90.00



(Removal of Hawthorn Tree)



(Replace missing post)

i.
FOJORPS


1482

£150.00


(2007 Community Day)
45.
REPORTS


The following reports have been received:-


a.
West Midlands Regional Assembly, Speaking Out, Issue 14, Winter 2007


b.
The Electoral Commission – All about Parish and Town Councils

The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the public and press be excluded.
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