ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 12TH MAY 2003

1.
PLANNING APPLICATION

a.
HO/23685/003 Erection of a first floor rear extension, Moseley Mews Cottage, Hall Grounds, for Mr. Thornewill

b.
PA/27603/002 AMENDED DESCRIPTION Erection of a replacement dwelling including conversion of existing outbuilding to attached living accommodation and alterations to the existing access, 2a Station Road, for Mr & Mrs. Zamir

c.
HO/03938/011 AMENDED PLANS erection of a two storey rear extension and rear conservatory and a detached garage, 23 Alderbrook Close, for Mr & Mrs. Hughes


d.
HO/03986/006 Erection of a single storey rear extension, 17 The Lawns, for Mrs. Wyatt

e.
HO/25827/002 AMENDED PLANS Formation of a vehicular access, 95 Knowles Hill, for Mr. Adams

f.
HO/27493/005 Erection of a conservatory on the rear elevation, 16 Hall Road, for Mr. Holloway

g.
HO/00678/002 Erection of part first floor, part two storey side/rear extension, rear conservatory and raising of ridge height over existing two storey side extension, 74 The Lawns, for Mr & Mrs. Wildman


2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been approved:-

a.
General purpose farm building for young stock/isolation to comply with farm assurance welfare scheme at Holding No.23 Rolleston Estate, Bleak House Farm, Tutbury

b.
HO/25883/003 Conversion of existing garage to study and store and erection of a single storey side extension, 14 Shotwood Close, for Mr. Startin

3.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD


a.
YOUTH SHELTER

Twenty two letters were sent out to all adjacent landowners to Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.  There has been a high response.  Several telephone calls and a few visitors have responded unfavorably to the proposed scheme.  Nine written replies have been received and one of the telephone calls was noted, as the caller is unable to put her response in writing.

All of the replies are against the Youth Shelter on the Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.  The majority of comments can be analyzed to say that they are against any form of Youth Shelter but if one has to be erected then the location should be as far away from residents as possible. One or two comments have particularly stood out from the rest.  Concern has risen in more than one letter for the welfare of the younger children.  They state that they fear bullying from the gangs of older youths and they also feel that the facilities should provide a safe haven for younger children, which the Youth Shelter would threaten.  One resident from Hawksley Drive has made the comment that the small section of field behind his house is used by the youngest children wishing to escape the youths on the skateboarding facility and the area is also used by dog owners as this section is comparatively clear of broken glass.  For these reasons this resident has asked that members consider the location carefully.

3.
ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD (continued)


a.
YOUTH SHELTER  (continued)

Two quotations for the Youth Shelter are still awaited.  DSK have stated that they are unable to supply a quotation.


b.
ALCOHOL BAN

The missing sign for the Ban of Alcohol have been reported to the Borough Council.  The signs that went missing were the temporary signs.  The new permanent signs should have now been erected.


c.
BOUNDARY HEDGES

A letter has been received from Mr. Jackson from Beacon Road asking for members to consider removal of the old trees (mainly Hawthorne) from the boundary behind his house on Elizabeth Avenue Playing field.  Mr. Jackson has suffered deliberate vandalism to his boundary fence and he believes that it would help if the old trees could be removed.



On an unrelated matter the issue of the boundary trees was discussed with the Planning Officer who stated that they serve as a noise reduction barrier.  Could it be suggested that members consider the need for the boundary trees/hedges to be pruned not removed.

4.
AUDIT & END OF YEAR ACCOUNTS


Notice of Audit has now been received and a copy of all financial statements relating to the year ending 31st March 2003 are enclosed.  Once again the Parish Council will have to obtain the services of an Internal Auditor.

5.
LYCH GATE


Since the last meeting the Conservation Officer has met with the contactor who is scheduled to repair the Lych Gate panels.  Mr. Wright, Contractor, has stated in this meeting that he is unhappy to carry out the limited conservation work as suggested previously.   Mr. Edwards, Conservation Officer, following this meeting now agrees with Mr. Wright that the proposed works with some minor changes is the best way forward.  Mr. Wright has agreed to honor the 12 months old quotation and has agreed following the meeting to alter some of the proposed work.  


It has been suggested by both gentlemen that the panels that have to be removed should be displayed in a glass case within the Church.  The Rev. I. Whitehead has provisionally been asked his opinion and has kindly agreed if this is what members agree should happen,


Mr. Wright has provided a letter of explanation for English Heritage and an updated quotation.  

There are two options that members need to consider.  The first is to apply for the grant aid from English Heritage.  This will mean that English Heritage will become involved with what is proposed and may ask for the works to be changed.  This could have an affect on the timescale of the faculty and the grant aid from the County Council.  The second option is to proceed with the £2000 already budgeted plus £700 from the County Council’s Initiative Scheme and find the additional £1500 from this years precept.  Members are asked to carefully consider proceeding with the second option as any further delay could involve considerable additional financial implications for the Parish Council.  The project has been on the Agenda for almost three years.   

This project has been fully supported by the Conservation Officer from the Borough Council.

6.
MOBILE YOUTH BUS


Following the last meeting a letter has been written to the Youth and Community Workers.  An acknowledgment has been sent but there will be a delay in their response.

7.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – CHANGING ROOMS PROJECT


A reply is still awaited from Architectural Consultants recommended by the Borough Council.

8.
JINNY TRAIL


On Wednesday 16th April a meeting took place at the Midland Grain Warehouse, East Staffordshire Borough Council.  The meeting was held to discuss the proposal of an Interpretation Board for the Jinny Trail.  Mr. Blackshaw, Mr. Hodson Walker and Clerk joined Mr. Oates for this meeting.


At this meeting several ideas were discussed and Mr. Oates gave some good examples of Interpretation Boards that have been recently done for the Gravel Pits at Branston.  He has passed on several contacts and the Clerk has written to them in order to progress this project.


It was suggested at this meeting that may be a working party should be set up to discuss this further.  Mr. Blackshaw and Mr. Hodson Walker suggested that the working party group should have other interested parties represented.  In anticipation of members approval contact has been made with the Civic Trust who would like to be involved and also a resident who walks the Trail daily was suggested.


A response has been received from Sustrance.  They state that they understand that there is room for a 2.5 metre path over most of the length of the existing Trail.  If there is not then trees etc will be pruned to allow room.  Grass verges should be established on both sides of the path to encourage diversity of wildlife and for public security.  They have not said how the drainage on either side of the path will be dealt with.


They went on to advise of four contacts to obtain funding for the construction of the path.  There is no information to whether this would be match funded or not.


They have stated that if a good quality sealed surface is laid it will not require maintenance for 20 years.  Within those 20 years maintenance would consist of the routine, mowing verges, picking litter up and pruning.  They suggest that this would be the parish Council responsibly as it is at the moment.  They believe that the repairs to the surface when required would be a transport budget issue assuming the path has served a need.


The inspection of the path would be the same as all other open space within the Borough.  The letter then goes on to state that, “ if Sustrans were successful at creating the route to the north of Station Road,  Sustrans would inherit this maintenance responsibility”.

9.
POLICING IN ROLLESTON


At the recent LPU public meeting a scheme was discussed for placing a police officer on the Library Bus route in Rolleston.  It can be reported that this is at present being investigated by P.C. Lear and Inspector Hulme.


A reply has been received to the letter sent in February asking for an explanation to the delay in responding to the telephone call made by the Chairman informing the police of the dangerous parking conditions outside the Westbury Homes estate.  The letter states that there was a number of operational reasons, “the only officer who could have attended when the incident was initially reported, had been resourced to a domestic incident that resulted in her being committed for over an hour”.


“Having viewed an incident print out detailing the initial call from Dr. Trelinski, I do feel that the circumstances required a more prompt response from the police.  This would have necessitated utilizing officers from neighbouring stations”.

10.
CRAYTHORNE WOOD/MEADOW VIEW


Two contractors have been asked to provide quotations for the above work.

11.
BROOKSIDE


The Chairman has suggested that this item should be included on the Agenda in order to arrange a joint meeting with the village organizations to discuss a way forward with improvements to Brookside.

12.
GRASS CUTTING


A complaint has been received from RODSEC that the grass cutting contractors have cut some of the primroses and snowdrops that were planted earlier in the year.


An inspection took place to see what damage was caused.  Some of the outer plants have been trimmed and the green leaves from the snowdrops have been accidentally strimmed.  


The contractors were informed of the recent planting and a letter has since gone pointing out this damage.

13.
BURTON CONSERVATION VOLUNTEERS


Burton Conservation Volunteers have now completed the repairs to the public footways.  Mr. Oates has asked that members consider the four stiles that run on the path from Marston Lane to Brookside, (path number 7) to be replaced with Kissing-gates.  He has suggested that this would be a suitable circular route for less able walkers who find the stiles difficult.  Mr. Oates has talked to the landowner who has provisionally agreed with this proposal. 


Could it be suggested to members that this be discussed in more detail after this years footpath walks.   If dates are organized now, these could be included in the next Parish Council Newsletter.

14.
FIREWORKS


A letter has been received from Mrs. Dean, MP.  Mrs. Dean has stated that she has supported the recent Second Reading of Bill Tynan’s Private Member’s Bill on fireworks.


The Bill proposes to control the sale of fireworks, and allows local authorities to refuse and revoke licenses to retailers.  It also includes provisions to reduce accidents, noise and nuisance.


Bill Tynan’s Bill includes enabling provisions to:



Ban the use of fireworks during anti-social hours.



Make the noisiest fireworks illegal.



Restrict the year-round sale of fireworks.



Impose stricter rules on the training of those who give professional display.


The Government is backing this bill as part of the drive to reduce Anti-Social behaviour. 


Mrs. Dean has provided a copy of the Hansard of the Fireworks Bill debate and the Fireworks Bill itself for member’s information.

15.
BEACON ROAD – FOOTPATH


A second letter has been written to Mr. Reilly asking for his views on the proposed cycle way from Beacon Road to Craythorne Field.  A response is awaited.

16.
RECYCLING INCENTIVE SCHEME


A cheque for £40 has been received for the tonnage recycled in Rolleston during October ’02 – March ’03.  Enquires were made to ask if the Recycling Committee have to meet again to make a decision on where this money should be spent.  The Clerk was informed that the decision taken by the Committee was for all money collected this financial year and the decision should only be changed if all members are opposed to donate money to the same cause.  

17.
HOUSING RENEWAL ASSISTANCE POLICY 2003


A document has been received from the Borough Council stating the new Government changes that will allow local authorities to assist householders to repair and improve their property.


Any comments on the document are to be submitted by 16th May.

18.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



Name




Cheque Number 

Amount


a.
BT





896

£80.89



(Office Line)


b.
Rolleston P.C.C




897

£40.00



(Report Number, 16)

c.
J & H Landscapes LTD



898

£1, 128.00


(Minute Number, 104:18)


d.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts



899

£416.63



(Salary, April ’03)


h.
Inland Revenue




900

£13.95



(April ’03) National Insurance £8.35   




       Tax
                     £5.60


i.
Staffordshire County Council


901

£69.60



(Pension) Employer  £43.50 




  Employee £26.10


j.
Petty Cash




902

£100.00


k.
D. Haynes




903

£220.00



(Minute Number 114)

19.
TRAFFIC REFLECTOR


The reflector has once again disappeared.  This has been reported to the County Council. 

20.
FLAGS


A request has been received from Mr. Marshall for members to consider purchasing two flags for the Spread Eagle Island pole at an estimated cost of £100.

21.
SEVERN TRENT


It was agreed that this item should be kept on the Agenda.  There is no progress to report.

22.
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR’S REPORT – TRAFFIC CALMING CHURCH ROAD


The Borough Councillor is invited to make a report.

23.
ACCESS ONTO ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAY AREA


A request has been received from a resident of Hawksley Drive wishing to obtain vehicular access on to Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.  The gentleman has been landscaping his garden and wished to remove items from his garden via his garden fence that backs onto the Playing Field.  The resident concerned has now completed his task without using the Playing Field for access but this item is on the agenda so a decision can be made if any further requests are made in the future.  At present all contractors who take vehicles on to the Playing Field carry their own Public Liability Insurance and any organisation wishing to use the Playing Field for Car Parking sign an Indemnity form. 

24.
PARISH COUNCIL RESPONSIBILITIES


This item has been included to familiarise new members with Parish Council responsibilities relating to land ownership.

Jinny Trail – A Joint Working Group with Stretton Parish Council manages the Trail with Burton Conservation Volunteers. Two garden rents are received annually totalling £20.

Craythorne Field – At present two football teams from the village use this facility.  The Parish Council do not charge rent on this Field.

Craythorne Wood – Planted in 1994 to commemorate 100 years of Parish Council.

Meadow View Open Space and Play Area 

Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field and Play Area

The Croft Open Space

Allotments Beacon Road – The two small allotments are rented out for £3.00 each.

Sub-Station Beacon Road – A rental of £30.00 per year is received from the Electricity Board for the land.

Bus Shelters – Situated at the top and bottom of Knowles Hill, Spread Eagle Island and Station Road.

The Village Sign by the Spread Eagle Island – Erected by the Civic Trust and handed over to the Parish Council.

The Village Gateways – The three village gateways were erected by the Parish Council to commemorate the Millenium.

The Lych Gate War Memorial – The Parish Council is responsible for the maintenance.

Spread Eagle Island 

Land in front of the Almshouse Wall


All these areas are maintained at Parish Councils expense.  


The Parish Council under agency agreement with the County Council also maintains all highway verges within the 30mph and carries out minor highway works. 

25.
BRIGHTER BOROUGH COMPETITION – 2003 


The Civic Trust are once again dealing with the entries for this competition.  A ‘Borough Councillor’s Challenge’ cup category has been introduced this year which is for elected members to compete against each other for the best garden.  As Dr. Trelinski is the only Borough Councillor is it his wish to be entered!!!! 

26.
PARISH PLAN


A copy of the Village Appraisal Report for the Parish Plan and the Parish Plan Questionnaire Results are enclosed for members information.

Owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted the Chairman will move that the press and public be excluded from the remainder of the meeting. 

