ROLLESTON ON DOVE PARISH COUNCIL

CLERK’S REPORT TO MEETING TO BE HELD ON MONDAY 10TH MARCH 2003

1.
PLANNING APPLICATION


a.
HO/27881/001 Erection of a first rear extension, 36 Church Road, for 


Mr & Mrs. Patterson

b.
LB/09805/039 Installation of three roof lights, The Brambles 3 Brookside Court, for 

Mrs. Winstone

c.
PC/22910/006 Application under Section 73 of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for the erection of a two storey side extension without complying with condition 2 of planning permission HO/22910/003 dated 18/3/2002, relating to surfacing driveway, 31 Walford Road for, Mr & Mrs. Patton

d.
HO/27906/001 Erection of single storey rear extensions, conservatory and detached garage, 222 Station Road, for Mr. Hunt

e.
General purpose farm building for young stock/isolation to comply with farm assurance welfare scheme, at holding No.23 Rolleston Estate, Bleak House Farm, Tutbury 

2.
PLANNING DECISIONS

The following applications have been approved: -

a.
HO/12081/002 Formation of a vehicular access, 87 Knowles Hill, for Mrs. Docksey

b.
TP/19749/007 Removal of one branch of oak tree (T26 of Tree Preservation Order No.24), Roscavan, South Hill, for Mr. Graham

c.
HO/08362/005 Erection of a conservatory on the rear elevation, 184 Station Road, for Mrs. Reynold

d.
PA/00322/014 Retention of three storage containers, Scouts Headquarters, Station Road, for Mr. Jacks

e.
PA/25231/005 Erection of an agricultural building for the housing of livestock, Site off Church Road, for Mr. Thompson

f.
TN/00757/012 Lopping and cutting back the branches of three silver birch trees and two cherry trees, 10 Station Road, for Mr. Fitton

g.
HO/13675/007 Erection of a two storey side extension, pitched roof over existing study and rear conservatory, 20 Marston Lane, for Mr & Mrs. Keaton

3.
LETTERS
 


Two letters have been received from Mr. Hayes, Post Master.  Mr. Hayes has sent copies of two letters he has written one to the Superintendent of Staffordshire Police and one to the Highways Department of the Borough Council.  Copies of both letters are enclosed for you information.

4.
DUCK RACE


A letter dated 4th February has been received from Mrs. Thorpe, Chairperson to de Ferrers P.S.F.A.  Mrs. Thorpe would like to ask permission to use the Croft for their annual Duck Race.  They would like to hold the race on Saturday 17th May.

5.
JINNY TRAIL - SUSTRANS

 A letter dated 24th February has been received from Sustrans.  A letter from the Parish Council was written asking whether there was room for two paths and asking for costs.


“Many of the questions you raise are interlinked.  For example a “separate” cycle track would involve the maintenance of two parallel paths.  In our experience of management of paths there is unlikely to be the funds available to do this to a high standard.


It is also our experience that the public will view a path along a former railway as a walking route even if it were designated as cycles only.  However the design is important to minimize conflict and allow a cyclist to pass two people walking side by side in comfort.


Hence the preferred option is for a single path is 2.5 metres wide.


Again the question on cost is related to the future maintenance cost.  For example a crushed stone finish would cost in the order of £30,000/km for this width, but only last 7-8 years before extensive maintenance is required to regain the original width and to replace the wearing course which will have eroded.


If a single bitmac layer 60mm deep is laid, however, we estimate 15-20 years of life for the wearing course.  Also in growing vegetation is much less of a problem.  An example where we have done this locally is at Ashbourne Tunnel on the continuation of the Tissington Trail into the heart of the town at Station Road, and on the Cloud Trail in the Tonge area.


The cost of such a path is approximately £50,000/km.”


“Regular inspections are required of the path to ensure that there are no path defects and to comply with insurers requirements.


The development of a cycle route would best be undertaken in one phase from Station Road Rolleston to Princess Avenue and hence would require the agreement and support of people living in Stretton.”

6.
JINNY TRAIL - INTERPRETATION BOARD

Two letters have been received in connection with the Interpretation Board that has been suggested for the Jinny Trail.  One letter dated 6th February was received from The Wildlife Trust.  They have contacted the local branch of the Trust who have in turn telephoned and offered help with the design of the Board.  

The second letter dated 4th February was received from the Borough Council who again has offered help and assistance. They have suggested that funding could be obtained from Local Heritage Initiative, as this project possibly would be too expensive for a Green Grant fund.  An offer to arrange a meeting with them, Lawrence Oates and the Parish Council has been accepted for Wednesday 2nd April at 2.30pm meeting at the reception in the Midland Grain Warehouse.  Mr. Blackshaw has provisionally agreed to attend this meeting with the Clerk and any other Parish Councillors are invited to attend once this meeting has been arranged.

7.
JINNY TRAIL – DISABLED ACCESS

JPM Services are progressing with the quotation for the Disabled Access and repairs to the fencing.

8.
JINNY TRAIL – WASP’s FUNDING

The WASP’ s funding for the enhancement of the Jinny Trail has now been received, £2000.

9.
INSURANCE


A letter has been written asking for a quotation for the extra terrorism cover.  

10.
FLOODING- SEVERAL ISSUES

a.
Mr. Blackshaw has kindly agreed to attend the Second Midlands Flood Symposium that is meeting on Friday 7th March.  Mr. Blackshaw to make a report.


b.
An Upper Trent Area Focus Newsletter has been received from the Environment Agency.

c.
A letter has been written to the Environment Agency asking will the tipping of materials on Johnson’s Land, Station Road, have any effect with flooding in Alderbrook Close.  

d.
A letter has been written to the Environment Agency asking if the proposed A5132 is built in Hilton will this have any effect with flooding in Rolleston.  A response is awaited.

e.
A joint site meeting has been arranged between the Parish Council, Borough Council, County Council, Environment Agency and Severn Trent.  This meeting will take place on Tuesday 11th March 2003 at 4pm meeting outside the Spread Eagle.  Mrs. Dean, MP, has been invited to attend.  All Parish Councillors are invited.

11.
STAFFORDSHIRE AND STOKE-ON-TRENT WASTE LOCAL PLAN ADOPTION – 

10 FEBRUARY 2003

A letter dated 10th February has been received.  This letter is notifying members that Staffordshire County Council has jointly adopted a Waste Local Plan on 10th February 2003.  
The Plan and the supporting documents can been seen at the Councils’ offices during normal working hours.  

12.
COMMUNITY DAY – SATURDAY 7TH JUNE 


FOJORPS have written once again his year requesting permission for Elizabeth Avenue to be used as a car park for this years Community Day.  The event is from 11.30am to 4pm. 


They have asked the possibility of a donation towards the puppet show.  Last year a donation of £100 was made.  This year FOJORPS have asked if members would consider increasing this amount as the puppet show now costs £140.  FOJORPS have also asked whether the Parish Council require a stall this year.

13.
YOUTH WORKERS


An E-mail has been received from the Ms. Shipton, Youth Worker.  She has agreed to look into provision of the Mobile Bus being used in Rolleston.  An extract from her e-mail follows: -


“I will certainly look at the Mobile Provision as a possibility for Rolleston.  However, the bus is currently working to a timetable as there is only one worker employed on the bus and he is not full time and we have a large District to cover.  There will need to be at least two workers on the bus at all times and there will obviously be staffing implications.  The costs could be met by the Parish Council, but it is worth remembering that even though the mobile provision is an excellent resource, there is a limit to the number of young people who can use the bus at any one time.  The Parish Council will also have to identify a piece of land that the bus can be parked on.


The e-mail goes on to say that the idea of a Youth Shelter is ‘fantastic’ and she has agreed to speak to her colleagues to find out which designs are favorable.  


Members need to make a decision on a possible location for the Youth Shelter.

A letter has been received from Mrs. Wilson of 10 Beacon Road.  Mrs. Wilson is seeking an assurance that the Parish Council carries out a consultation prior to the siting of a Youth Shelter.

14.
ST.MARY’S CHURCH


A letter dated 12th February has been received from Rev. I. Whitehead concerning the electrification of St.Mary’s Church Clock.


“The church clock has been keeping time for the village for the past 100 years together with its Westminster chimes each quarter.  This is kept in time by a small team of people who three times a week have to climb the church tower in order to physically wind the weights up the tower.  Not only is this a strenuous task it is now becoming increasingly difficult due to the medieval spiral steps in the tower.


Our church Health and Safety Officer has pointed out this possible hazard as a ‘high risk’ and the Parochial Church Council has agreed that the electrification of the winding mechanism needs doing this year, 2003.  We have the permission of the Diocesan Advisory Committee to carry out this work and the overall cost is £3,875.  We are awaiting the results of a grant from the Local County Councillors Initiative of £1,500 and the balance will be found from the General Fund of St.Mary’s Church together with other gifts received.


We therefore write to ask if the Rolleston on Dove Parish Council would be in a position to also make us a grant from their funds towards this electrification?  Any grant would be gratefully received and duly acknowledged if required.”


As members are aware the money raised by Public Subscription to the Alan Woodbine Memorial fund was to be spent providing kissing gates on the footpath from Beacon Road to Craythorne Field.  There have been problems moving this project on and in light of the Parish Plan’s result it looks likely this project could be delayed even further.  Following the last Parish Council meeting a discussion took place within the family into the concept of donating the money towards the renovation of St.Mary's Clock face.  Alan supported both the Methodist Chapel and St.Mary’s Church for over 30 years and it was felt by the family that contributing to this project would be a fitting memorial.  This was discussed with the Chairman who has agreed.  It is understood from Rev. I. Whitehead that there is now enough money to go ahead with the full renovation of the Church’s Clock face.

15.
VERGE – STATION ROAD GARAGE


A telephone call was received from the owner of the garage on Station Road.  

Since the installment of the new kerbing they have been experiencing problems with cars and lorries mounting the grass verge outside the garage and causing the grass to be ‘churned up’.  They have asked if the white posts that have been put in place by the County Council on the ‘Brookside’ section of the verge could be continued across the frontage of the garage.  A letter has been written to the County Council putting this request forward.  

16.
FIREWORK NUISANCE


Three replies have been received from the MEP’s.  One reply from Mr. Murphy who has forwarded the letter to another MEP.  


Another reply from Mr. Harbour, Conservative MEP for the West Midlands and another from 

Mrs. Lynne, Liberal Democrat for the West Midlands.  Copies of these two letters are enclosed for member’s information.

17.
LYCH GATE


Confirmation has been received from Staffordshire County Council following the application made to County Councillor Bather for funding towards the cost of the repairs to the Lych gate.  It has been confirmed that the application has been approved for the sum of £700.

18.
CRAYTHORNE FIELD – SEVERAL ISSUES

a.
A letter has been written to Mr. Thornewill, Leisure and Community Services Manager at the Borough Council, asking for his help with the changing rooms project.  A reply was received recommending an Architectural Consultant’s firm that was involved with the Tutbury changing rooms project.

b.
A letter has been received from the County Council advising that the comments about the water coming off Craythorne Golf Club have been noted.  The County Council has agreed to jet the dry ditch and to carry out some investigations.

c.
Members are asked to support the Chairman’s action in agreeing the quotation for the verti-drainage on the two pitches at Craythorne Field.  The quotation is as follows: -


“Verti – draining £480.00 Plus VAT per pitch.”  This work will commence between March/April.

19.  
WESTBURY HOMES – DEVELOPMENT SITE 

A letter has been written to the police regarding the lack of action taken by the police following the telephone call that the Chairman made on the morning of Monday 10th February.  An acknowledgement has been received which also informs that this letter has been passed onto Inspector. Beech for his attention.  A response from Inspector. Beech is awaited.

A letter was  written to Westbury Homes asking for their assistance in helping with this situation.  A response is awaited.

After a recent discussion with the local police officer it is understood that the problems of parking with the contractors is much better now.


A list of suggested Street Names have been put forward to the Borough Council.  Mr. Sherratt, Borough Council, telephoned to discuss the names put forward.  He would like to write a small ‘piece’ explaining what the names mean and whom they represent.  Mr. Sherratt is behind using local names on new housing estates.  It was understood from Mr. Sherratt that it is not appropriate for names of people still living to be put forward.  For this reason the name ‘Wraight’ has been withdrawn.  The Clerk was able to help with the other suggested names but would like to ask members the reason ‘Bakewell’ was put forward.  It is believed that he was a Reverend for St.Mary’s Church around 1657 but no further information could be found.  Mr.Sherratt who like to know why this name has been put forward.  

Another suggestion for a street name for the Westbury Home site has been received – ‘Shelley’.

20.
THE CROFT


A telephone call has been received from Mr. Sharples, Burnside House, expressing his concern that on several occasions recently parked cars have blocked his drive.  


A letter has been written to the manager of the Spread Eagle asking if there is anything he could do to prevent his customers from parking over the entrance to this driveway.  It was suggested that may be a sign in the entrance to the Spread Eagle to remind customers not to block the driveway on the Croft.


Mr. Sharples has asked whether the Parish Council would consider erecting a no parking sign next to the driveway. 

In anticipation a quote for a no-parking sign has been asked from Hardy Signs.

21.
TUTBURY ROAD – SPEED CAMERAS


Following the tragic road accident on Tutbury Road where a young man lost his life a further letter was written to Staffordshire Casualty Reduction Partnership.  A copy of the response is enclosed.


An E-mail has been received from Mr. Leverington regarding Tutbury Road.  His E-mail was written following the accident: -


“Yet again this morning an accident occurred resulting in another death.  We have lived on this road for just over 3 years and there has been over half a dozen serious accidents on this stretch of Tutbury Road all of which, as a result of speeding and reckless driving, have resulted in fatalities or very serious injuries.  There have also been a few minor bumps with impatient or inattentive drivers not noticing cars slowing down to pull off the main road.


The road is a long, straight stretch with a deceptively hidden dip and several side roads/driveways existing at places of poor visibility.  The surface of the road is very poor, with several potholes and sunken drain covers-this adds to the loss of control when driving at speed or without care.


It is very frustrating that no action appears to be taken to improve the safety of this very busy and dangerous road.


Two or three speed cameras, and a method of preventing overtaking i.e. central islands are all that is required to make this a safe place to live.”


A letter has been received from Tutbury Parish Council.  

“The Council felt unable to support the proposal for speed cameras along Tutbury Road, as they were uncertain about their effectiveness in the absence of the availability of any evaluation by the relevant traffic management authorities.”

22.
COUNCIL TAX

Details have been received for this year Council Tax.  For a Band ‘D’ property - £1,110.78.

23.
DESIGNATION ORDER – ELIZABETH AVENUE PLAYING FIELD


A letter has been received from the Borough Council explaining that three signs will be required at Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.  One at the main entrance, one at the Beacon Road entrance and one on the fencing to the children’s play area. 

24.
RECYCLING COMMITTEE


The Recycling Committee met on Monday 17th February.  This was a successful meeting where a decision had to be made on the project in which the allocated £100 could be spent.  Three suggestions were put forward:-



a.
Contribution towards the cost of a plaque commemorating the Forest School.



b.
Donation towards St.Mary’s Clock fund.

c.
To pay for the costs of the bin on the Jinny Trail and the balance to go towards some additional spring bulb planting somewhere in the village.


The Borough Council have suggested that project ‘b’ would be most suitable for this scheme.

25.
RODSEC


The Chairman asked for this item to be included on the agenda.

26.
AUDIT


A letter has been received certifying the Annual Return for the financial year ending 31st March 2002.  The audit of accounts is open for public inspection for two week commencing from 10th March.  A notice will be placed on the village notice board.

27.
OFFICE EQUIPEMENT



A more suitable answer phone has been purchased for the Parish Council Office at a cost of £22.99.  

28.
ANNUAL PLAYGROUND REPORT


The Annual Inspection Reports for the Play Areas have been received.  


Meadow View Play Ground.  

a.
The inspector recommends more than one entrance to the play area. 

b.
Dog ban signs are recommended.

c.
Litter bin is loose and needs attention. Risk factor ‘low’.

d.
Trip points in the entrance area. Risk factor ‘low’.

e.
Swings.  Chains have an opening greater than the max permitted 8.6mm – one set only.  Risk factor ‘low’.  Recommend remedy when chains are renewed.

f.
Tiles.  Condition fair but they are pulling apart and can be lifted up and moved.  Risk factor ‘ low’.  Recommend re-fix tiles as necessary and closely monitor for further deterioration.

Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field.

a.
The inspector recommends more than one entrance to the play area.

b.
Slide.  Clothing trap present, failed toggle test.  Risk factor ‘ moderate’.

c.
Slide bed is twisted.  Risk factor ‘ low’.

d.
Swings.  Chains have an opening greater than the max permitted 8.6mm.  Risk factor ‘low’.  Recommend remedy when chains are renewed.

e.
Swings.  Two bays with four swings. Two toddlers and two for older children.  Swings for younger children should be separate from those for older children.  Risk factor ‘moderate’.  Consider an appropriate remedy.

f.
Two toddler seats slightly damaged.  Risk factor ‘low’.  Recommend monitor for further deterioration.

g.
Strap loose on toddlers seat.  Risk factor ‘low’.  Consider tightening.

h.
Skateboarding ramps.  Sharp ends of bolts protruding.  Risk factor ‘low’,

i.
There are two items on the skateboarding area that are loose.  Risk factor ‘moderate’.

For Elizabeth Avenue,  DSK have repaired the slide and Record Play have been asked for a quotation to the repairs on the skateboarding area.

29.
BOROUGH COUNCILLOR REPORT


The Chairman asked for this item to be included on the Agenda.

30.
ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT



Name




Cheque Number 

Amount


a.
Petty Cash



872


£87.75


b.
Rolleston Scout Group


873


£75.00


c.
East Staffordshire Borough Council

874


£183.73



(Bin emptying, January)


d.
East Staffordshire Borough Council

875


£31.47



(Minute No, 97/b)


e.
Midshire Business LTD


876


£92.24



(Minute No, 94:19)


f.
Mrs. M.A.M. Willetts


877


£416.63



(Salary, Feb 2003)


g.
Inland Revenue



878


£13.95



(Feb 03) National Insurance  £8.35




Tax                           £5.60


h.
Staffordshire County Council

879


£69.60



(Pension)  Employer  £43.50




   Employee £26.10

31.
ELIZABETH AVENUE

A quotation has been received from Trent Force following a review in their prices for the emptying of the four bins at Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field: -


‘Exchange 4 wheelie bins from Elizabeth Avenue Playing Field and dispose of the litter every ten days when in area.  Cost £23.35 plus VAT.’

This is an increase of £0.80 per occasion.  If members agree to this increase it will come into effect from 1st April 2003.

32.
NHS PLAN – PUBLIC PARTICIPATION STRATEGY


An invitation has been received from the East Staffordshire Primary Care Trust to a public meeting to be held at the Town Hall on the 4th April commencing 2.00pm – 4.00pm.

33.
EAST MIDLANDS AIRPORT – PROPOSED DEVELPOMENT PLAN


A response has been received from the Department for Transport which states that an environmental assessment would only be required if the options for East Midlands, as discussed in the Midlands Regional Consultation Document, became an actual planning proposal, at which point it would form part of the planning procedures.   The Department appreciates people’s concern about the potential impact of the different options but the consultation remains an open one and decisions have not yet been taken.

34.
STREET SIGN


It has been reported again to the Borough Council that the Chapel Lane sign, located on the wall by the school, has not yet been replaced.  It was also pointed out that rusty nails are protruding out of the wall.

35.
LITTER BIN – BEACON ROAD


A new black litter bin is to replace the old green bin by the entrance to the jitty on Beacon Road.  The bin should be installed by the end of  week commencing 10th March.

36.
ROAD SWEEPING


It has been reported by County Councillor Bather that the road from School Lane through to Chapel Lane is not being swept.  He states that the yellow line on the inside bend cannot be seen due to an overgrowth of weeds etc.  This was reported to the Borough Council.

37.
BUS SHELTERS


Members are asked to support the Chairman’s action in instructing JPM Services to repair the bus shelter at the Spread Eagle Island.  It had been noticed that the front tiles were dropping make this a very dangerous situation.


A quotation is being asked for the repair to the Knowles Hill bus shelter.

38.
HEDGES


A complaint has been received about the overgrown state of the hedge by the road narrowing section of Station Road opposite Croft Close and a section of hedge opposite Neville Close.

The Chairman will move that owing to the confidential nature of the business to be transacted, the press and public will be excluded from the remainder of the meeting. 

39.
QUOTATIONS


a.
Underground pipe on Craythorne Field from Rolleston Plant Hire.
‘New pipe work at Craythorne Playing Field.  To cut new trench, supply and lay 10” plastic pipe with gravel surround, Wagon Lane to playing field ditch.  Construct new manhole (topped with soil).  Construct new spillway and new headwall to same.  Re-instatement of working pipe line.'



For the sum of £11,250.00 plus VAT.’

Following the difficulties in obtaining further quotations the Borough Council was asked for advise.  They have advised that the Parish Council consider paying for CCTV inspection to ascertain if this work is required and if so is it necessary for the entire pipe to be replaced.  

The cost per day for the CCTV camera is £550 plus VAT per day.  

The Borough Council’s contractors have agreed to look at what is required but have stated that the Borough work is a priority.  A meeting with the Borough Council’s contractor is in the process of being arranged.
   

b.
Paths from Beacon Road to Craythorne Car Park and from Meadow View to Craythorne Car Park from Rolleston Plant Hire.



‘Path 1 – Beacon Road to Craythorne car park.  

Terham stone and timber edge - £6,445.00 plus VAT

Extra over – Tarmac £8,740.00 plus VAT

Path 2 – Meadow View to Craythorne car park.



Terham stone and timber edge - £5,149.00 plus VAT

Extra over – Tarmac £6,940.00

Soil deposited on site’.

A further quotation has been received from Mr. Shakespear:-

‘Budget Costs of 1.2 and 1.5 metre wide Footpath/Cycleway  - per 100 metre length 

Stone path 150mm thick with PC edging kerb – 1.2m 

£3,060.00






     1.5m

£3,540.00

Bit-mac path 75mm thick with PC edging kerb – 1.2m
£4,010.00








       1.5m
£4,775.00



Soil to be spread adjacent to footpath.’

A letter has also been written to Mr. Reilly, who owns the land from Beacon Road to Craythorne Wood.  The letter is asking for his comments on the provision of a cycle path.

39.
QUOTATIONS (Continued) 

d.
Youth Shelters from Wicksteed.




Option 1




‘Youth Centre

£3209.00 




 Installation

£423.00




Carriage


£160.45




Total Excluding VAT
£3792.45




Option 2




Teenage Village

£2978.00




Installation

£423.00




Carriage


£148.90




Total Excluding VAT 
£3549.90’



A further quotation is awaited from Record Play. 


e.
Craythorne Field – Signs from Hardy Signs



‘1 No. Aluminium panel sign, (810mm x 600mm) c/w fixing holes



 1 No. Aluminium panel sign, (330mm sp) c/w channel rail & fixings









£215.50 plus VAT

40.
CRAYTHORNE WOOD


It was reported to members last September that there had been a mistake from Continental Landscapes as they cleared the debris from Craythorne Wood without an order.  A decision was made by members that the Clerk should negotiate a fee to be paid to Continental Landscapes.  It was agreed a sum of £350 should be paid.  At the November meeting members signed a £350 cheque and the Clerk has been trying to pay Continental Landscapes ever since.  There have been three changes in staff since September and with each change the same story has been told what happened.


Three invoices have been sent incorrect which the Clerk has chased and three times promises have been made that they would amend their records.


Yet another incorrect invoice has been received so it was felt that a letter should now be sent.  A response is awaited.

5th March 2003
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